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TRANSLATOR. 


v Reader, 

r» 

e? 

I N the work laid before you, you are 
not to expert the beauties of imagina- 
tion ; truth alone is the object of this 
refearch. Hiftory has always been con- 
lidered as the fchool in which the ftatef- 
man is to learn the art of government ; 
the citizen to read with awe of thole 
difaltrous days of bloodlhed and rapine, 
exprefied by the term Revolution . This 
work will lay open the moll terrible, and 
perhaps the moll aftonifhing concatena- 
tion of intrigue, that has ever entered 
the mind of man, to bring about the 
dreadful revolution, with which all Eu- 
rope has been convulfed. 
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translator’s preface. 

The Firft Part will contain, The Anti- 
christian Coif s piracy, or that of the Sopbijters of 
Impiety againft the God of Chriftianity, and againft 
every religion and every altar, whether Proteftant 
or Catholic, Lutheran or Calvinift, provided it be 
but Chriftian. 

The Second Part will Ihow, Thb Anti-mo- 
narchical Conspiracy, or that of the Sopbijters 
of Impiety , coalefcing with thole of Rebellion againft 
all kings. 

The Third Part will demonftrate The Anti- 
social Conspiracy, or that of the Sopbijters of 
Impiety coalefcing with thofe of Anarchy againft 
every religion, againft every government, without 
even excepting the republican, againft all civil fo- 
ciety and all property whatever. 

The firft of thefe confpiracies was that of thofe 
men called Philofophers. The fecond that of the 
Philolophers united with the Occult Lodges of 
the Freemafons *. The third was that of the Phi- 
lolbphers and the Occult-Mafons coalefced with 
the Illumines, who generated the Jacobins. 

* We fay Occult Lodges, as the Freemafons in- ge- 
neral were far from being acquainted with the confpiracies of 
the Occult Lodges ; and indeed many were not people to be 
tampered with. It might be objedted, that all lodges were 
occult : with regard to the public they were fo ; but befides 
the common lodges, there exiiled others which were hidden 
from the generality of the Freemafons. It is thofe which 
the author flyles Arrieres Locks, and that we have tranf* 
latcd by Occult Lodges* 

it 
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translator’s preface. V 

It is with confidence that we prefenf the 
firft volume to the public, after the ap- 
probation which one of the moil diftin- 
guilhed authors of the age, both for his 
political knowledge, and the noble ardor 
he has fhown in his writings to fubdue 
the growing evil, was pleafed to exprefs, 
when he read the firft volume of the 
French original. He was flattering 
enough to fay, in writing to the author, 

“ The whole of the wonderful narrative 
“ is fupported by documents and proofs, 

“ with the moft juridical regularity and 
“ exadtnefs. The reflexions and reafon- 
“ ings are interfperfed with infinite 
“ judgment, and in their moft proper 
“ places, for leading the fentiments of 
“ the reader and preventing the force of 
lt plaufible objections. The tendency 
“ of the whole is admirable in every 
“ point of view, political, religious and 
“ philofophical.” 

After fuch a decided opinion on the 
French original, the tranflator cannot 
but think it a duty be has fulfilled in lay- 
ing fuch a work open to thofe of his 
countrymen, who may not be fufficiently 

, verfed 
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verfed in the French language ; and if 
in fo critical a moment, he can, by this 
means, ferve his country, he is willing to 
take upon himfelf all thofe inaccuracies 
of ftyle, which are too frequent in trans- 
lations, especially when done in hafte. 
That the reader may be inftrudted in 
thefe dreadful plots, and be acquainted 
withthewhole andnothing but the truth, 
is the fincere wifh of the 

TRANSLATOR. 

It would be ufelefs to add, that in all 
quotations the moft literal exa&nefs has 
been obferved. 
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PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 


At an early period of the French Revolution, 
there appeared a (eft calling itfelf Jacobin, and 
teaching that all men were equal and free ! In the 
name of their equality and diforganizing liberty, 
they trampled under foot the altar and the throne ; 
they ftimulated all nations to rebellion, and aimed 
at plunging them ultimately into the hofrors of 
anar.chy. * 

At its firft appearance, this feft counted 
300,000 adepts i and it was fupportcd by two mil- 
lions of men, fcattered through France, armed 
with torches and pikes, and all the fire-brands of 
revolution. 

It was under the aufpices of this feft, by their 
intrigues, their influence, and their impulfe, that 
France beheld itfelf a prey to every crime ; that 
its foil was ftained with the blood of its pontiffs 
and priefls, of its rich men and nobles j with the 
blood of every dafs of its citizens, 'Without regard 
to rank, age or fex ! Thefe were the men who, 

Vol. I. b after 
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after having made the unfortunate Lewis XVI. his 
Queen and Sifter, drink to the very dregs the 
cup of outrage and ignominy during a long con- 
finement, folemnly murdered them on a fcaffold, 
proudly menacing the fovereigns of the earth with 
a fimilar fate ! Thefe are the men who have made 
the French Revolution a fcourge to all Europe, 
a terror to its Powers, who vainly combine to 
ftop the progrefs of their revolutionary armies, 
more numerous and deftru&ive than the inunda- 
tions of the Vandals. 

Whence originated thefe men, who feem to 
arife from the bowels of the earth, Yiho ftart into 
exiftence with their plans and their projects, their 
tenets and their thunders, their means and ferocious 
.refolves ; whence, I fay, this devouring fed? 
Whence this fwarm of adepts, thefe fyftems, this 
frantic rage againft the altar and the throne, againft 
every inftitution, whether civil or religious, fo 
much refpefted by our anceftors ? Can their pri- 
mogeniture in the order of the revolution give 
them this tremendous power, or were they not 
anterior ? is it not their own work ? where then 
was their hiding place ? Their fchools, their ma- 
ilers, where fhall we find them, and who will dive 
into their future projects ? This French Revolution 
ended, will they ceafe to defolate the earth, to 
murder its kings, to fanaticife its people ? 

Thefe 
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XI 


Thefe certainly are queftions that cannot be in- Import- 
different to nations or their rulers, or to thole who 
Watch for the happinefs and prefervation of fo- Hiftoiy 
ciety ; and thefe are die queftions which I will at- 
tempt to anfwer. I will feek their folution in the 
very annals of the fett, whence I will (hew their 
plans and fyftems, their plots and means. ' Such, 
Reader, will be the object of the following Me- 
moirs. 

Had I ieen the plots and oaths of the Jaco- 
bins end with the difafters they produced j had 
I feen the cloud of our misfortunes diflipated 
with the French Revolution, Hill (hould I ftand 
convinced of the importance and neceffity of 
difclofing to the world the dark recefies from 
whence it biirft into being. 

When with awe and reverence we read of to po- 
plaguesand other fcourges that have defolatedthe*” 11 ** 
earth, though the danger may be palled, they are 
not to be conlidered as obje&s of mere curiofity. 

In the hiftory of poilons we find the antidotes ; in 
the hiftory of monfters we leam the weapons that 
deftroyed them. When fottner fcourges re* appear, 
or are to be apprehended, is it not our duty to 
explore die caufes which firft promoted their de- 
ftru&ive influence, the means by which they might 
have been oppofed, and the errors by which they 
may again be produced ? The prefent gene- 
ration is inftrufted by the misfortunes of the 
b a paft; 
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part ; be then the future iriftrudled by the hiftory 
of ours. 

But we have evils yet more preffing to combat : 
the prefent generation has been deluded ; and iiich 
delufions muft be done away as may double our 
misfortunes in the inftant when we think ourfclves 
™'™moft fecure. We have feen men obftinately blind 
caufe of to the caufcs of die French Revolutions we have 
ludon. V °" f ecn men who wilhed to perfuade themfelves that 
this confpiring and revolutionary fed had no ex- 
iftence anterior to the revolution. In their minds 
this long chain of miferies which has befallen France, 
to the terror of all Europe, was the mere offspring 
of that concourfe of unforefcen events infeparable 
from the times it is in vain, in their conceptions, 
to feek confpirators or confpiracies, vain to fearch 
for the hand that directs the horrid courfe. The 
man who rules to-day knows not the plans of his 
predeceffor, and he that fhall follow will, in their 
opinions, be equally ignorant of thole of the pre- 
fent ruler. 

Prepoffeffed with fuch falfe ideas,. and adting 
under fo dangerous a prejudice, thele fuperficial 
obfervers would willingly make all nations believe, 
that the French Revolution could to* them be no 
caufe of alarm ; that it was a volcano rapidly vent- 
ing itfelf on the unfortunate country that gave.it ex- 
iftence, whilft its focus and its origin remain unfa- 
thomable. Caufes unknown (they will fay) but 
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peculiar to your climate ; elements lcfs fubjed to 
ferment ; laws more analogous to your chara&er; 
the public fortune better balanced ; thcfe and fuch 
as thefe are reafons fufficieot to make you regard* 
kfs of the fate of France. But (hould fuch, alas ! 
be your impending fete, vain will be your efforts 
to avert the threatening blow. The concourfe 
and fatality of rircumftances will drag you to- 
wards it the very ramparts you (hall build againft 
it will fell back- upon you, and perhaps level the 
fpace that now divides you from the *horrid fcene 
of anarchy and deiolation. 

Who could conceive, that fuch was the lahguage I . 
have heard fell from the mouths even of thofe whom 
the unfortunate Lewis XVI. had called near his 
perfon to ward off the blows perpetually aimed at 
him by the revolution ! a language better calculated 
to lull all nations into that fetal fecurity which por- 
tends deftru<ftion.-'-I have now before me the Me- . 
morial of an Ex-minifter, confulted on the caufes of. 
this infernal revolution, and in particular as to the 
chief confpirators, which he ihould have better 
known, and on the plan of the confpiracy. — I hear 
this man anfwering, that it would be ufclefs to feek 
either men, or any fet of men, confpiring againft 
the altar and the throne, or to fuppofe that any plan 
had been framed. Unfortunate monarch ! Are 
thofe who are to watch for the fafety of your per- 
fon, for the fafety of your people, ignorant of the 

b 3 names. 
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names, of the very exiftcnce of your enemies 1 If 
then we behold both you and your people falling 
victims to their plots, can we be aftonifhed ? 
Strong in the fa&s, and armed with the proofs, 
jug the* fhown in the following Memoirs, we ihall hold a 
hr ft error. ver y different language. We fhall fhew that with 
which it is incumbent on all nations and their chiefa 
to be acquainted : we fhall demonftrate that, even, 
to the molt horrid deeds perpetrated during the 
French Revolution, every thing was foreieen and 
refblved on, was combined and premeditated : 
that they were the offspring of deep-thought vil- 
lainy, fince they had been prepared and were pro- 
duced by men, who alone held the clue of thole 
plots and eonfpiracies, lurking in the fecret meet- 
ings where they had been conceived, and only 
watching the favorable moment of burfting forth. 
Though the events of each day may not appear 
to have been combined, there nevcrthelels exifted 
a fecret agent and a fecret caufe, giving rife to. 
each event, and turning each circumftanee to the 
long-fought-for end. Though circumftances may 
often have afforded the pretence or the occafion, 
yet the grand caufe of the revolution, its leading 
features, its atrocious crimes, will Hill remain one 
continued chain of deep-laid and premeditated 
villany. 

Second In revealing the objeft, and ihowing the extent 
V TOr on of thefe plots, I meet a fecond error, more dan-» 
e “ £ “' .. gerous 
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gerous than the firft. There are ‘men who make of d»e re- 
no difficulty in owning that the French Revolu- T0 * ut * 0n * 
don was premeditated, but that the inten- 
tion of the firft authors was pure, and that 
they only fought the happinefs and regeneration of 
empires ; that if great misfortunes have fince hap- 
pened, they arofe from the obftacles thrown k 
their way ; that a great people cannot be rege- 
nerated without commotion, but that the tempcft 
will fubfide, and a calm fucceed the fwelling bil- 
low. Then nations, aftonifhed at the fear they 
had conceived of the French Revolution, and 
true only to its principles, will be happy in imi- 
tation. 

This error is the favorite theme of the Jacobin 
miffionari?s ; it was this that gained them their firft ' 
inftruments of rebellion ; that cohort of conftitu- 
tionalifts, who ftill look, on their decrees of the 
Rights of Man as the fummit of legiflative per- 
fection, and ftill impatiently wait the fatal day when 
the work! fhall impetuoufly move in the fphere of 
their political rhapfody. It was this that gained 
them that prodigious number of votaries mote 
blind than wicked, and who might have been 
miftaken for honeft, if virtue could have com- 
bined with ferocity in fearch of happier days- It 
was this that gained them thofe men whofe well- 
meant, though ftupid credulity, milled them to 
believe in the oeccffity of the carnage of the ioth 
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of Auguft, and of the horrid butcheries of the 
2d of September; in a word, all thofe men who, 
i/i the murders of 3 or 400,000 fellow-creatures, 
in the extermination of millions of viftims by fa- 
mine, the fword, or the guillotine, feek confola- 
tion, in fpite of this depopulating fcourge, in the 
iempty hope that this dreadful chain of horrors may 
be productive of happier days. 

Truth* In anfwer to thefe fallacious hopes, to thefe pre- 
in' 11 the" * cn< ^ e< ^ g°°d intentions, I will oppofe the real views 
ieconder- of this revolutionary left, their true projefts, their 
— confpiracies, and their means of execution. I will (how 

them, for theymuft be divulged, the proofs being 
acquired. The French Revolution has been a true 
child to its parent feft ; its crimes have been its 
filial duty ; and thofe black deeds and atrocious' 
afts, the natural fequclof the principles and fyftems 
that gave it birth. I will fhow more; fo far from 
feeking future profperity, the French Revolution 
is but a Iporrive elfay of its ftrength, while the 
whole univerfe is its aim. If elfewhere the fame 
crimes are neceflary, they will be committed j if 
equal ferocity is neceflary they will beequally fero- 
cious j and it will extend wherefoever its errors 
are received. 

TrueconT The reflefting reader muft then conclude, that 
ofthefe* cither this Jacobin feft mull be crulhed or fociety 
truths, overthrown : that all governments muft give place 
to thofe mafl§cres, thofe convulflve diforders, and 

that 
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dot infernal anarchy which rages in France : ’tis true 
there is no other alternative, univerfal deftrudion 
or extindion of the left. But let it be remem- 
bered, that to crulh a fed is not to imitate the 
fury of its apoftles, intoxicated with its fanguinaty 
rage and propenfc to enthufiaftic murder. It is 
not to maflacre and immolate its adepts, or retort 
on them the thunders they had hurled. To crufh 
a left, is to attack it in its fchools, to reveal its 
impofture, and fhow to the world the abfurdity 
of its principles, the atrocity of its means, and 
above all the profound wickednefs of its teachers. 
Yes ; ftrike the Jacobin, but lpare the man ; the 
left is a felt of opinion, and its deftrudion will be 
doubly complete on the day when it Is deferted by its 
difciples, to return to the true principles of reafoa 
and fociety. ' 

The fed is monftrous, but all its difciples are 
not monfters. Its care in hiding its latter projeds, 
the extreme precaution with which it initiated the 
choien of the eled, Ihews how much it feared the 
defertion of the multitude of its difciples, and its 
confequent deftrudion, had the horror of its 
myfteries been furmifed. For my part, J never 
doubted, how depraved foever the Jacobins may 
have been, that the greateft part would have 
deferted the fed could they have forefeen whither 
and by what means they were led. Could the 
French people have followed fuch chiefs, had it 

been 
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been polfible to make them- conceive to what 
lengths the plans and plots of the. confpirators 
would carry them ! 

That Were France, like hell, a bottomlefs pit, impene- 

ftouljl be tra ^ eto evcr y voice but that of the fiends of the re- 
known, volution, fiill it is not too late to acquaint other na- 
tions of their danger. They have heard of the crimes 

„•”* , and misfortunes of that revolution, let them learn 
tereft of 

all na- the lot that awaits them lhould Jacobinifm prevail; 
lions; them learn that they are not lefs within the 
grand revolutionary circle than France itfelf ; that 
all thofe crimes, the anarchy and bloody fcenes 
which have followed the diffolution of the French 
•empire, equally await all other nations ; let them 
learn that their altars and their thrones, their pon- 
tiffs and their kings, are doomed to the lame fate 
with thofe, of France : all are comprehended within 
the grand confpiracy. 

Intereft When a phantom of peace fhall feem to termi- 
of all go- nate t h e prcfent war between the Jacobins and the 
menu, combined powers, it certainly will be the intereft of 
1 all governments to afcertain how far fuch a peace can 
be relied on. At that period, more than at any other, 

' will it be neceffary to ftudy the fccret hiftory of 
that fed, which fends its legions rather to fhiver 
the feeptre than to fight the power, which has npt 
promiled to its adepts the crowns of , princes, 
kings and emperors, but has required of and bound 
thofe adepts by the oath of deftroying them all: 

at 
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sit that period we muft remember, that it is not in' 
the field of Mars that the war againft fefts is the 
moft dangerous ; when rebellion and anarchy are 
in the very tenets of the fe&ary, the band may be 
difarmed, but war glows warmly in the heart. 
The fe&, weakened, may (lumber for a while, 
hut fuch a deep is the calm preceding the irrup- 
tion of die volcano. It no longer fends forth its 
curling flames; but the fubterraneous fire winds 
its courfe, penetrates, and, preparing many vents, 
fiiddenly burfts forth and carries mifery and dc- 
vaftation wherever its fiery torrent rolls. 

The object of thefe Memoirs is not to treat • 
precifely of that ftate of war or of peace carried 
on from Power to Power. Then it often hap- 
pens that, all refources being exhaufted, the fword 
muft be fheathed, though the original grievances 
ftill fuhfift. Let the rulers of the people difeufs 
the means of force. But we know there exifts ano- 
ther fort of war, which a confidence in treaties only 
renders more fatal ; that war is a war of plots and 
confpiracies, and againft them public treaties can 
never avail. Woe to that Power which (ball have 
made peace without knowing why its enemy bad 
declared war againft it. What the fe& had done 
before it burft forth the firft time, it will do again 
to prepare a fecood eruption. In darknefs it will 
confpirc anew, and calamities ftill more difaftrous 
will teach all nations that the French revolution was 

only 
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only the firft ftcp towards the universal diftolution 
which the fedt has fo long been meditating and con- 
triving. 

Obje& of Such were the reafons which ftimulated me to 
moiri. me * inveftigate the plots and wilhes, the tortuous means 
and nature of this fedt. We have witnefied the 
frantic rage and the ferocity of its legions i we 
have known them as the agents of the French 
, Revolution, as the perpetrators of all its atrocious 
crimes and devaluations j but few are acquainted 
with the fchools that have formed them. Pofterity, 
alas ! will feel, during many generations, their 
dire effedts. To trace their ravages, it will only 
have to call its eyes around. The ruins of the pa- 
laces and the temples, the fallen cities; the man- 
lions deftroyed throughout the provinces, will 
paint in glowing colours the devaluations of the 
modern Vandals. The lifts of profeription, fatal 
to the prince and To many of his fubjedts, the de- 
ferted villages, all, in a word, will long be the 
vouchers of thofe fatal lanterns, of that inlatiable 
guillotine, of thofe legiflative executioners fup- 
ported by bands of aiTalTms. 

Circumftances fo painful and lb humiliating to 
- human nature will not be recorded in thele me- 
moirs. It is not to expofe what a Marat or a 
Robefpierre has done, but to bare to the light the 
fchools, the lyftems, the confpiracies, in a word, 
the mailers who have formed a Philippe 
D’Orleans, a Syeyes, a Condorcet, 6r a Petion, 
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and who at this prefent rime are forming in all 
nations men who 'would rival Marat and Robe-* 
fpierre in their cruelties. Our objeift is, that, the 
left of the Jacobins. and their confpiracies once 
known, their crimes (hall be no longer a caufe of 
furprife i that their propenfity to the effufion of 
blood, their blafphemies againft Chrift and his 
altars, their frantic rage againft the throne, and 
their cruelties againft their fellow-citizens, (hall be 
as naturally underftood as the ravages of the 
plague. And may nations in future as cautioufly 
guard againft the one, as they preferve themfelves 
againft the other ! 

It was to attain this important objcdt that all* 
our refearches on the fedt have been diredted at 
its chiefs, its origin, its plots, its plans, and its 
progrefs ; more particularly inveftigating the 
means it employed to bring about the revolution, 
than defcribing its conduct during that revolu- 
tion. 

The refult of our refearch, corroborated by 
proofs drawn from the records of the Jacobins, and 
of their firft mafters, has been, that this fed! with 
its confpiracies is in itfelf, no other than the 
coalition of a triple fedt, of a triple conlpiracy, in 
which, long before the revolution, the overthrow of 
the altar, the ruin of the throne, and the di Solution 
of all civil fociety had been debated and re- 
folved on. 

' ift. 
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ift. Many years before the French Revolution, 
men who ftyled themfelves Philofophers eon- 
fpired again ft the God of the Gofpel, againft 
Chriftianity, without diftin&ion of worfhip, whe- 
ther Proteftant or Catholic, Anglican or Prelby- 
terian. The grand objeft of this confpiracy was 
to overturn every altar where Chrift was adored. 

It was the confpiracy of the Sopbifters of Impiety , 

or the ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 

2dly. This fchool of impiety foon formed the 
Sopbifters^ cf Rebellion : thefe latter, combining 
their confpiracy againft kings with that of the So- 
phifters of Impiety, coalefce with that ancient fedfc 
whofc 'tenets conftituted the whole fecret of the. 
Occult Ledges of Free-mafonry, which long flnee, 

• impofing on the credulity of its moft diftingutlhed 
adepts, only initiated the chofen of the eleft into 
the fecret of their unrelenting hatred for Chrift and 
kings: 

3dly. From the Sophifters of Impiety and Re- 
bellion, arofe the Sopbifters of Impiety and Autarchy. 
Thefe latter confpire not only againft Chrift and 
his altars, but againft every religion natural or re- 
' vealed : not only againft kings, but againft every 
government, againft all civil fociety, even againft 
all property whatfoever. . 

This third fedt, known by the name of Illie- 
mines , coalefced with the Sophifters conlpiring 
againft Chrift, coalefced with the Sophifters who, 

with 
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*ith the Occult Masons, conlpired again (1 both Chrift 
and kings. It was the coalition ofthe adepts of impiety 
of the adepts of rebellion, and the adepts of anarchy, 
which formed the Club of the Jacobins. Under 
this name* common to the triple fetft (originating 
from the name of the order, whole convent they 
had feized upon to hold their fittings), we (hall fee 
the adepts following up their triple confpiracy 
again ft God, the King, and Society. Such was the 
origin, fiich the progreft of that letft, fince be- 
come fo dreadfully famous under the name of 
Jacobin. 

In the prelent Memoirs each of thefe three conlpi- 
racies lhall be treated feparatelyj their authors un- 
mafked, the objett, means, coalition andprogrefs 
of the adepts lhall be laid open. 

Proofs of the moll pointed nature are neceflary, 
when fuch horrid plots are denounced to all na- 
tions;- and it is to give thefe proofs the greater 
authenticity, that the title of Memoirs has been 
prefixed to this work. To have written the fimple 
hiftory of the Jacobins might have fu’fficed for 
many ; but thefe Memoirs are intended for the 
hiftorian, who will find a colleftion of proofs, both 
numerous and convincing, all extracted from the 
records and avowals of the confpirators them- 
lelves. Strong in thefe proofs, we lhall not fear to 
proclaim to all nations, “ that whatever their reli- 
** gion or their government may be, to whatever 

“ rank 
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“ rank they may belong in civil fociety, if JaCd* 
** binifm triumphs, all will be overthrown ; that 
** fhould the plans and wilhes of the Jacobins be 
" accomplilhed, their religion with its pontiffs, 
“ their government with its laws, their magiftrates 
“ and their property, aff would be fwept away in 
** the common mafs of ruin ! Their riches and their 
** fields, their houfes and their cottages, their very 
“ wives and children would be tom from them* 
“ You have looked upon the Jacobinical fadion 
** as exhaufting itfelf in France, when it was only 
“ making a fportive effay of its ftrength. Their 
“ wifhes and their oaths extend throughout Europe; 
“ nor are England or Germany, Italy or Spain, 
“ ftrangers to their intrigues.” 
s Let not the Reader take this for the language of 

enthufiafm or fanaticifm ; far be fuch paffions 
either from myfelf or my readers. Let them de- 
cide on the proofs adduced, with the fame coolnefs 
and impartiality which has been neceflary to colled; 
and digeft them. The order followed in the in- 
veftigation .of thefe confpiracies fhall be exadly 
that in which they were generated. We fhall 
therefore begin with the conipiracy againft the 
whole religion of the Gofpeli and which we have 
ftyled the Antichristian Conspiracy, 
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CHAP. I. 

Of the Principal Aflors of the Confpiracy. 

A BOUT the middle of this century, there 
appeared three men leagued in the moft 
inveterate hatred againft Chriftianity. Thefe were Chief* of 
Voltaire, D'Alembert, and Frederick II. King of 
Pruflia. Voltaire hated religion becaufc he was 
jealous of its Author, and of all thofe whom it had 
rendered illuftrious 5 D'Alembert becaufe his cold 
heart was incapable of affefHon; Frederick be- 
caufe he had never feen it but through the medium 
of its enemies. 

To thefe three a fourth mull be added, named 
Diderot ; hating religion becaufe he doated on 
nature; enthufiaftically wedded to the chaos of 
his own ideas, he chofe rather to build his fyftem 
on chimeras and form myfteries of his own, than 
fiibmit to the light of the Gofpel. 

B Numerous 
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, . Numerous were the adepts afterwards drawn 

into this confpiracy, generally ftupid admirers or 
fecondary agents. Voltaire the chief, D'Alembert 
the mod fubtle agent, Frederick the prote&or 
and often the advifer, Diderot the .forlorn hope. 

Voltaire. Xhe firft of chefe confpirators, Mary Francis 

Arouet, was born at Paris, February aoth, 1694, " 
fon of an ancient notary of the Chatelet ; through 
vanity he changed his name to that of Voltaire, 
which he deemed more noble, more fonorous, 

. and better fuited to the reputation he aimed at : 
and never had there yet appeared a man with 
fuch talents, and fuch a thirft of dominion over 
the literary world. Gravity of manners, the fpirit 
of meditation, . or a jgenius leading to difcuflion 
and deep refearch, were unfortunately not among 
the gifts which Nature had lavifhed on him ; and 
more unfortunately ftlll, in his own heart we<$ 
to be found all thole pafiions which render abilities 
dangerous: from his early youth he feemed to 
diredt them all at the overthrow of religion. 

: While only a fludent in rhetoric, in the college of 
Louis le Grand, he drew on himfelf the following 
rebuke from his profeflor, the Jefuit Le Jay, Un- 
fortunate young man, you will one day come to be the 
Jlandard-bearer of Infidelity *. Never was : oracle 
more literally fulfilled. 

* Life of Voltaire, edit, of Kell, and Feller’s Hill, Did. 

.On 
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- On leaving the college, he neither fought nor 
loved any other fociety, but that of men whole pro- 
fligate morals could Simulate his incredulity. He 
was particularly intimate with Chaulieu the Ana- 
creon of his day, the poet of voluptuoulhels ; and 
with a few Epicureans who held their fittings at the 
Hotel de Vendome. His firft eifeys were in 
fatire, which gave offence to government, and in 
tragedy, where we fhould have feen the rival of 
Corneille, Racine and Crebillon, had he not at 
the feme time wilhed to rival Celfus and Porphy- 
rius, with all the other enemies of religion. At 
a time when licentioulhds in opinion 1HU met 
with obftacles in France, he fought an afylum in 
England. He there found men whom the writings 
of Shaftelbury, commented on by Bolingbroke, 
had trained up to Deifm. He miftook them for 
philofophers, and was perfuaded that they alone 
were efteemed by the Englilh. If he was not 
then miftaken, times lince are greatly changed. 

All thole fophilters whom Voltaire extols as the 
glory of Great Britain, if not forgotten, are more 
delpifed than read. Collins and Hobbes when 
remembered are claffed with Tom Paine} an 
Englilhman’s good fenfe does not allow him to 
hate religion, or make an offentatious difplay of . 
impiety. With him nothing is lefs philo fophical, 
notwithftanding his toleration and variety of creeds, 
than that affe&ed hatred to Chriftianity which 
B a marks 
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marks our Sophifters, and more particularly, their 
Confpiracies to overthrow it. 

Philofophifm is faid to have firft arifen in 
- England. I deny the fad. Philofophifm is the 
error of every man who, judging of every thing 
by the ftandard of his own reafon, rejedts in 
religious matters every authority that is not de- 
rived from the light of nature. It is the error of 
every man who denies the poftibility of any my- 
ftcry beyond the limits of his reafon, of every 
man who, difearding revelation, in defence of the 
pretended rights of reafon, their liberty and equa- 
lity, fecks to fubvert the whole fabric of the Chri- 
ftian religion. 

Such an error may conftitute a fed! j the hif- 
tory of ancient Jacobinifm demonfiTates that the 
fedt exifted long fince ; but it had ftirunk back to 
its dark abodes, when Voltaire appeared. 

Such an error may be that of a few individuals. 
Many of the fame fort had been broached during 
the two laft centuries. Numerous were the fedts 
which had fprung from Luther and Calvin, each 
making its partial attack on the ancient tenets of 
Chriftianityj when at length there arofc a fet of 
men attacking them all, and they would believe 
nothing. At firft they were ftyled Libertines, the 
only name they deferved. 

Voltaire might every where have met with 
fome of thofe men, and more particularly at Paris 

under 
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under the regency of the Duke of Orleans, who 
was himfclf a monfter of liberdnifm ; but, feeling 
the neceffity of religion for the (late, would not 
fiiffcr it to be attacked in their publications. 

It was in England, it is true, where, under their 
Collins and their Hobbes, the libertines firft ftylcd 
themfelves Philo fophers, and affumed the airs of 
deep thought, prpbably from fome impious pro- 
ductions, which in any other part of Chriftendom 
would have enjoyed neither equal publicity nor 
impunity. But it may be certainly concluded, 
that Voltaire would every where have been, what 
he became in England ; he would have been fo, 
at leaft, wherever, from the lenity of the laws, he 
could give vent to his infatiable third of dominion 
over the empire of fcience or letters. 

It was in vain for him to afpire at the reputation 
of a Boffuet, a Pafcal, or of that blaze of genius 
which had lhone forth in the defence of religion; 
but, hating their caufe, and dazzled by their glory, 
he dared be jealous of their God ; at his empire 
he levelled his blows, and would be foremoft , 
in the ranks of the Philofophifts.— He iucceeded; 
but, to keep his pre-eminence, bluihed not to blend 
phUoibphy with impiety, and to compafs the over- 
throw of religion. England however was the 
place where he firft conceived a poflibility of • 
fuccefs, Condorcet, his adept, his confidant, hjs 
hiftorian, and his panegyrift, affcrts it in gofitive 

B 3 terms i 
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terms: Tfrere it was (in England) that Volt airs 
J 'wore to dedicate bis life to the accomplifhment of 
that prof El \ and he has kept bis word*. 

On his return to Paris, about the year 1730, 
he made fo little fecret of his defign, he had pub- 
lifhed fo many writings againft Chriftianity, and 
Was lb fanguine in his hopes, that Mr. Herault, 
the Lieutenant of Police, upbraiding him one day 
with his impiety, and adding, You may do or write 
what you pleafe , you will never be able to defiroy the 
Chriftian religion. Voltaire without hefitation an- 
fwered, That is wbat we Jball fee f . 

Stimulated by the obftacles he met with, and 
feeing fo much glory in his enterprize, he would 
not willingly have lhared it with any body. “ I am 
** weary,” he would fay, *« of hearing people repeat, 
" that twelve men have been fufficicnt to eftablilh 
“ Chriftianity, and I will prove that one may fuf- 
c< lice to overthrow it J.” W hen he uttered thefe 
words, his fpite feemed to blind him to fuch a 
degree, as to hide from him the immenfe diftance 
between the genius that creates, and the petty 
cunning of the mifehievous monkey that deftroys. 
The Sophifter may conjure the clouds, or veil the 
world in darknefs, but does not by that approach 
the God of truth. The virtues, the miracles, all 
the divine knowledge of the apoftles, were necef- 
fary to teach man the path of life. 

* Life of Voltaire, edit, of Kell, f Ibid. I Ibid. 
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Although Voltaire in his outlet flattered himlclf 
to enjoy alone the whole glory of the deftru&ion 
of the Chriftian religion, which was his lbk objed, 
he neverthelefs foon found that aflfociates would be 
neccflary. He even feared the noife of his un- 
dertaking, and hence refolved to move in the 
furer though humbler fphere of a confpirator. 
Already his numerous writings, either impious or 
obfcene, had gained him many admirers and difci-< 
pies, who, under the name of Philolophers, prided 
themfelves in the hatred they bore to Chrifti- 
anity. Among thele he chofe D’Alembert as the 
mod proper perfon to fecond him in his new plan 
of attack ; and he chofe well. 

In the nobler theme, among the Sophifters we 
Ihould compare Voltaire to Agamemnon, and 
D’Alembert to Ulyffes. If the companion be D’Alem- 
too noble, fee the latter cunning and cringing, bert * 
even barking like the fox. Born of Fontenelle 
according to lome, of Aftruc the do< 5 tor accor- 
ding to others, his birth was always a lecret to 
him. His mother was at the head of one of 
thole locieties of men of letters common in 
Paris, and Ihe ufed to ftyle them her beafts. 
Whether defigned to hide his birth or not, b un- 
known ; but certain it is, that in the night from 
the 16th to the 17th of November 1717, he was 
found, wrapped in fwaddling cloaths, in the por- 
tico of the parifh church of St. John and hence 
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took the name of Jean le Rond at the Foundling 
Hofpita! whither, he was carried and in which ho 
was bred. 

While yet a youth he inlifted under the banners of 
incredulity) repaying with ingratitude the church 
that had charitably reared him; with the (mail 
fums given him for his education) he (ought) like 
many other young men, all thofe profligate works 
written againlt a religion whofe proofs they almoft 
flee from. Thus do wicked boys calumniate the 
kind mailer who thwarts their evil difpofition. 

Both his heart and mind naturally led him to be 
a difciple of Voltaire j even their diverfity of cha- 
racter and the immenfe difference of talent, were 
ioon confounded in their mutual bias to incredu- 
lity, and confirmed hatred to Chriftianity. 

Voltaire was fiery, paflionatc and impetuous; 
D’Alembert cold, referved, prudent and crafty: 
Voltaire fond of (how, D'Alembert almoft feared 
to .be feen. The one, like the chief who is obliged 
to mafle his battery, reluctantly ufed diflimu- 
lation, wilhed to wage open war with Chriftianity, 
and die on a heap of Chrijliatts , which he terms Bi- 
gots, immolated at bis feet*. The other, by inftindt 
a diffembler, waged war like the partizan who, 
from behind his bufhes, fmiles to fee his enemy 
fall into the fnares he has laid f. Voltaire, lb tran- 

* Letter from Voltaire to D’Alembert, 20th April 17614 
Particularly Let. too, from D’Alembert, 4th May 1762. 
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fcendent in polite literature, was but fupcrficiil in 
rnathematicks. In die latter D’Alembert was pro- 
found} and owed his reputation to them : in every 
dung elfe he was a dry, finical, and perplexed 
writer, and is fometimes as low and vulgar as 
Voltaire is noble, eafy and elegant} he would 
plod to turn a bad epigram, while the latter 
would have wittily filled whole volumes. 

Voltaire impudently daring, whether for or 
agajnft, would quote the fcriptures, hiftory, or the 
holy fathers, affirming, inventing, or traducing the 
pafiage he wants ; for to wound was his only aim. 
D’Alembert carefully guards againft the reply that 
may expofe him ; hisfteps, myfterious and indirect, 
hide his defign; fh linking from refutation, if at- 
tacked he flies, concealing the fight left he pro- 
claim his defeat. Voltaire on the contrary leeks 
Ids enemies, calls to them * though a hundred rimes 
defeated, he returns to the charge} though his 
error be refuted, he will inceflandy repeat it. It 
is not in defeat, but in flight alone that he fees 
difgracc ; and thus after a war of flxty years we 
ftill fee hint ranging on the Held of battle. • 

D’Alembert feeks the Anile of every little afiem- 
bly ; and the appiauie of forty men in an acade- 
mical circle conftitutes his triumphal day} while 
all the world, from London to St. Peterfburg, 
from Sweden to America* to pleafc Voltaire muft 
found his feme. 

D’Alcra- 
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D'Alembert enlifts from around him thofe lc- 
condary adepts ; he trains them, initiates them, di- 
rects their millions, and holds petty correfpon- 
dences. Voltaire will conjure kings, emperors, 
xninifters and princes againft his God; all muft do' 
homage to the fultan of incredulity. Among 
thefc latter, hiftory muft diftinguilh that Frederick, 
which it has yet only known by titles glorious to 
monarchs, whether conquerors or rulers. 

Frederick - 1° this Frederick II. the Solomon of the North 
according to the Sophifters, there are two diftinft 
men. Firft, that King of Pruffia, that hero left 
worthy of our admiration in the field of victory, 
difplaying his vaft military talents, than as the fa- 
ther of his people, giving life to agriculture and 
- commerce, protecting the arts, counterpoifing in 
iome fort, by the juftice and wiidom of his admi- 
niftration, thofe exploits perhaps more brilliant than 
juft. In the focond (fo beneath a monarch) we 
fee the Sophifter, the philofophic pedant, the con- 
fpirator of incredulity ; iefs cruel and enthufiaftic 
than Julian the apoftate, but more artful and per- 
fidious. 

It is painful to difclofe the dark myfteries of 
this impious prince j but hiftory muft be true, and 
here efpecially. To trace the confpiracy againft 
> their thrones, - kings muft know what fhare their 
colleagues have had in the confpiracy againft the 
altar. 

• Frederick, 
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Frederick, born with a mind worthy of a Celfus 
or his fehool, had not the help of a Juftin or a Ter- 
rullian to guide his fteps in religion, and was fur- 
rounded by its calumniators. While only Prince- 
royal he was in correfpondence with Voltaire, and 
chiefly on religion or metaphyfics ; and even at that 
early ige deemed himfelf a Philofopher} for he 
lays-™-** To ipeak with my ufual freedom, I muft 
** naturally own, that whatever regards the God made 
*' man , difpleales me in the mouth of a Philofopher, 
** wholhould be above popular error. Leave to the 
** great Corneille , when doating and fallen back to cbild- 
“ hood, the inflpid talk of verfifying the Imitation 
** of Cbrift ; and whatever you may give us, let 
** it be your own. We may Ipeak of fables, 
** but merely as fables ; - and a profound fllence in 
** my opinion fhould be kept, concerning thofe 
** fables of the Chriftians, fan&ified by time and 
*< the credulity of the’ablurd and fhipid 

Even in his firft letters there appears, with the 
ridiculous pride of a pedantic king, all the verfatility 
and hypocrily of a Sophifter. Frederick denies, 
when Voltaire fupports liberty f. With Voltaire, 
man is a pure machine j Frederick then maintains 
that man is free J. In one place we are free, precifc- 
ly becaufe we can form a clear idea of freedom $, 

* Let. 53, anno 1738, . f Their letters in 1737. 

X Let. of 16 Sept. 1771, $ Ibid. 

In 
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In another, man is all matter ; though one can hardly 
form a more confufed idea, than that of matter 
thinking, free or arguing, though it were with Fre- 
derick’s own verfatility *. He upbraids Voltaire with 
the praifes he had bellowed on Chrift, and three 
years after he is not alhamed to write — •** For my 
** part, I own that (however people may enlift under 
“ the banners of Fanaticifm) I never lhall. I may 
“ indeed compofe a few Pfalms to give a good opi** 
“ nion of my orthodoxy. Socrates incenfed the 
“ houfehold Gods, fo did Cicero, and he was not 
“ credulous. We mull give way to the fancies of 
a frivolous people, to avoid perfecution and blame. 
“ For after all what is mod defirable in this world 
tc is to live in peace •, let us then live foolilhly with 
“ fools, that we may live quietly f.” 

The fame Frederick had written, that the Chrif- 
tian religion yielded none but poifonous weeds £ ; and 
Voltaire had congratulated hun, as having above all 
Princes fortitude of foul, Jufficient infigbt and know - 
ledge, to fee that for the feventeen hundred years pajl the 
Christian sect had never done any thing but barm §, 
when we afterward find him the opponent of that 
work of Philofophic infight, or rather fo infa- 
moufly profligate, theSyJlem of Nature. “ One could 
« c be tempted,” fays he, “ to accufe its author of 

* Let. of 4th Dec. 1775. t Let. of 7th Jan. 1740. 

J Let. to Voltaire 143, anno 1766. 

$ Let. p’f 5th April 1764. 
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" wane of fenfe and (kill when, calumniating the 
u Chriftian religion, he imputes to it failings that 
**• it has not. How can he with truth aflert that 
* religion can be the caufe of the misfortunes of 
“ mankind ! He would have been more correct, 
u had he fimply faid, that the ambition and felf- 
<c intereft of men, cloaked under the veil of reli- 
“ gion, had fought to difturb the world and gratify 
“ their paflions. What then is reprehenfiblc in the 
“ morals of the commandments ? Were there in 
“ the whole Gofpel but this fingle precept. Do as 
“ thou wouldjl be done by, we Ihould be obliged to 
" confefs that thofe few words contained the whole 
“ quinteflence of morality The fbrgivenefi of 
“ injuries, charity, humanity, were not thele preach- 
tc ed by Jefus in his excellent fermon on the 
“ mount* ?” 

In writing this, how much Frederick had loft of 
that in/ight, that knowledge which had fo lately 
diftinguifhed him from other princes ! But ftrange 
to fay, after having feen religion in fo clear a light, 
he compliments Voltaire on being its fcourgef, 
he ftill communicates his plans for its deftru&ion 
and fbrefees, that Ihould it be preferred and pro- 
tefted in France, the fine arts and higher fciences mufi 

* Ruminat ion of the Syfiem of Nature, by Frederick, 
King of Pruffia. 

f Letter of tsth Aag. 1773. I let. 20th July 1775. 
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fall , and that the ruft offuperftition will completely de* 
firoy a people, otberwife amiable and born for Jociety *. 

Had our fophiftical monarch really forefeet! 
events, he would have leen that people, otberwife 
amiable and bom for fociety , when it had loft its reli- 
gion, terrifying all Europe with its horrid deeds. 
But, like Voltaire, he was to be the fportof his pre- 
tended wifdom, as he was of his philofophy; and 
though we (hall often fee him judging Ihrewdly of 
the adepts, we lhall always find him confpiring 
with them againft the religion of Chrift. 

The correfpondence that fo well developes the 
characters of the royal adept, and of his idol Vol- 
taire, begins in 1736 ; it was uninterrupted during 
their lives, fome few years of the idol’s dilgrace ex- 
cepted. It is in this correfpondence that we muft 
ftudy him, incredulous and impious j diverting 
himfelf of his royal infignia, he is more emulous 
of the Philofophift, than he was jealous of die 
Caefars} and to rival Voltaire becomes his lervile 
copyift. A poet beneath mediocrity, a metaphy- 
fician on the lower ranks, he excels in but two 
things, his admiration for Voltaire, and his im- 
piety, often worfe than that of his mafter. 

In confederation of this homage, this zeal, Vol- 
taire overlooked his caprice, the rough ufage he 
ibmetimes met with, even to the correction of the 

* Letter to Voltaire, 30th July i 777. 
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cane in Aided on iiim at Frankfort by a major 
by order of the defpocie Sophifter. It was too 
eAential for the fed to continue the fupport of 
a royal adept, and we lhall fee how very much he 
ferved them. But firft, in order to fathom their 
mutual hatred to Chriftianity, let us attend to the 
vaft obftacles they overcame j let us hear Voltaire 
pathetically deferibing his fufferings at Berlin, a 
few years after his arrival, in a letter to Mad. 

Denis, his niece and confidant. He fays, “ La 
“ Metric in his Prefaces may extol his extreme 
“ felicity in being with a great king, who fbtne-* 

" times reads his poetry to him yet in private 
" he weeps with me ; he would willingly return 
?* though it were on foot. But why am / here ? 

" I will aftonifh you. This La Metrie, a man of 
** no confequence, chats familiarly with the king 
** when their readings are over — He fpeaks to 
“ me with confidence. He declared to me that 
“ talking to the king a few days ago of my fup- 
“ pofed favor, and of the jealoufy it excites, the 
“ king had anfwered, I Jball certainly not want 
“ him aba?* a twelve-month longer we fqueeze . 

“ the orange and throw away the rind I 

“ made him repeat thefe confolatory words, I 
*« queftioned him again and again, but he only re- 
“ iterated his declaration.— ~I have done my utmoft 
tf not to believe La Metrie ; and yet, in reading 

I* over 
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“ over the king’s verfes I found an epiftlc to one 
u of his painters called Pire, it begins thus : 

f< Quel Jfefiaele etonnant <vient d§ fr offer mesyeuxP 

u Cher Pere, ton finceau , t'egal t ay rang des dieux ♦ 

“ Tell me what light has Article my wond’ring eyes? 

** Thy (kill, dear Pere, with gods immortal vies* 

tt Now this Pfcre is a fellow whom he takes no 
•* notice of, and yet he is the dear Pere, be is a 
“ God j he may perhaps fee me in the fame light, 
*< and that is not faying much.-** -You may eafily 
* c guels what reflexions, what a- recoil upon my- 
«« felf and what perplexity, in a word what trouble 
« this declaration of La Metric’s has created 
“ within me 

This firft letter wasfoon fuccecded by a feco&d, 
as follow 8 ; “ My foie views at prefent ate, to 
“ defert in a genteel mamier, to take care of my 
“ health, to fee you again, and forget this three 
« years dream. I plainly perceive the orange has 
« been fqueezed ; I muft think of laving the rind. 
«* For my own inftruftion I will compile a diftion- 
** ary for. the ufe of kings. My friend, fignifie's 
“ my Jlave j my dear friend, is to fey, you are te 
u me mere than indifferent: you are to underftand 
" by I will make you happy, I will bear with yon as 
** long as I Jhall have need for yon-, fttp with me 
“ to-night, means I will make game of ytu to-night j 

* Let. to Mad. Denis, Berlin 2d Sept. 1752. 

“ This 
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u This di&onaiy might be of fomc length, and 
** not unworthy a place in the Encyclopedia. 

“ Serioufly this diftrefles me. Can there be truth 
“ in what I have feen? To delight in making 
* mifehief among thole that live with him ! To 
** lay every thing that is gracious to a perfon, 
f< and write pamphlets againft him! To force a 
** man from his country by the molt endearing 
" and folemn promiles, and treat him with die 
** blacked: malice ! Whatcontrafts ! And this is the 
** man who wrote in fuch a philofophic drain, and 
" whom I midook for a Philofopher ! and I dyled 
•* him the Solomon of the North ! Do you remem- 
** ber that fine letter, which never pleafed you ? 
“ You are a Philofopher, faid he, and fo am I. 
“ Upon my word. Sire, as to Phik>fophers, we 
** are neither of us fo 

Voltaire never was more correft j neither Fre- 
deric nor he could pretend to Philofophy in its 
true acceptation ; but they might eminently fo in 
the fenlc of the confpirators, with whom impiety 
and hatred to Chriftianity was its only eflenec. 

It was foon -after writing this laft letter, that 
Voltaire dole away from the court of his difciple, 
and received at Frankfort the correSion which 
made him the laughing-dock of all Europe. Ef- 
tablilhed however at Ferney, he foon forgot his 
baftinado, and Frederic was once more the Solomon 

* Letter to Mad. Denis, 18th Dec. 175a. 
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of the North , who returns the compliment by faluting 
him as the Father of Philofophy. Though not in 
friendfhip, they were foon united in their mutual 
hatred to Chriftianity ; and though they never met 
again, their plans were more eafily formed and 
intelligently conduced in their future correlpon- 
dence. 

As to Diderot, he fpontaneoufly threw himfelf 
into the arms of the confpirators. A heated brain, 
an enthufiaftic rage for that Philofophifm of which 
Voltaire had fet the fafhion, a difordcrly confufion 
of ideas (the more evident, as both his fpeech and 
pen followed all the explofions of his brain)* 
pointed him out to D’Alembert as a man eftential 
to the confpiracy, and who would fay, or could 
be made to fay, fuch things as he dared not fpeak 
himfelf. They were both, until death, as firmly 
united to Voltaire, as the latter was to Frederic. 

If there had been any thing but chaos to have 
fucceedcd to Chriftianity, had there been any doc- 
trine what foever to have been fubftituted, never 
were four men lefs fitted for fuch an undertaking. 

Voltaire leaned to Deifm, and feemed for fome 
time to have adopted it t but, infenfibly falling into 
Spinofa’sfyftems, he knew not what to believe. Con- 
fultingat onetime D’Alembert, at another Frederic, 
he was torn with remorfe during the remainder of 
his life; if doubts and anguifh of mind, void 
of repentance, can be called remorfe. At nearly 
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fburfcore he exprefles himfelf in the following 
uncertain manner: “ Doubts encompafs us around, 
" and doubting is a dijagreeablc ft ate. Is there a 
" God fuch as he is faid to be ? A foul fuch as is 
“ imagined ? Analogies fuch as laid down ? Is 
" there any thing to be hoped for after this life ? 
ct Was Gilimer in the right to laugh, though 
" ftript of his dominions, when brought before 
** Juftinian, or Cato preferring fuicide ’to the 
*' fight of Cxfar. Is glory then but an illufion ? 
** Shall Muftapha in the effeminacy of his harem, 
,f beaten, ignorant, proud and committing every 
“ folly, be happier provided he digefts well, than 
tt the philofopher who digefts ill ? Are all beings 
“ equal before the great Being that animates 
** nature ? In that cafe could the foul of Ravaillac 
“ be equal to that of Henry IV. or had they 
** neither of them a foul ? May the heroic philo- 
“ fbphers uijravel all this; for my part I can 
“< make nothing of it 

D’Alembert and Frederick alternately ( prefled 
bythefe queftions, each anfwered after his own 
way. Unable to fix his own uncertainty the former 
frankly confefles he has not the gift of folving 
them : ** I own to you,” fays he, “ that concern- 
" ing the exiftence of God, the Author of the 
“ Sjrftem of Nature feems too refolute and dogmatic, 

• Letter 179, 12th Oft. 1770. 

C 2 “ and 
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K and on this fubjedt fcepticifm feems the moft 
«« rational, /iFfca/ do we know about it, is with 
« me, an anfwer to moft metaphyfical queftions, 
« and the confequent reflexion muft be, that fince 
“ we know nothing of the matter, it is doubtlefs 
“ unneceffary that we Ihould know more 

This refledlion on the little importance of thelje 
queftions, was added, left Voltaire, harraffed out 
with the anguilh of his mind, Ihould forfake a 
philofophy unable to folve his doubts on quef- 
tions, by no means, in his opinion, indifferent to 
the happinefs of man. He infilled, but D’Alem- 
bert perfifting in the fame ftyle, fays that " No, 
“ in metaphyfics, appeared to him not much wifer 
“ than yes j and that non liquet (it is not clear) was 
** generally the only rational anfwer f.” 

Frederick was as averfe to doubts as Voltaire, 
but perpetually wilhing to ftifle them, he was 
at length periuaded he had fucceeded. “ A phi- 
** lofopher of my acquaintance,” fays he, “ a man 
“ pretty refolute in his opinions, thinks that we 
M have a fufficient degree of probability, to con- 
“ ftitute a certainty that poft mortem nibil eft (or 
** that death is an eternal fleep), he maintains that 
** man is not twofold, that he is only matter 
** animated by motion •, and this ftrange man lays, 

• Letter 36, anno 1770. f Letter 38, ibid. 
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* that there exifts no relation between animals and 
** the fupreme intelligence 

This rdolute philofopher, this ftrange man, was 
Frederick himfelf, and a few years after^ he makes 
no fecret of it, when he more decidely writes, 
** I am well affured that I am not twofold; 
** hence, I confidcr myfelf as a Angle being. 
“ I know that I am an animal organifed and that 
“ thinks; hence, conclude that matter can 
“ think, as well as it^ftas the property of being 
« electric f .” 

Verging towards his grave, but wi/hing to in- 
fpire Voltaire with confidence, he writes anew. 
“ The gout has fucceffiv'ely ran over all my body. 
“ Our frail machine muft needs be deftroyed by 
** time, which confumes every thing; my founda- 
“ tions are undermined, but all that, gives me 
«* very little concern J.” 

As to the fourth hero of the conlpiracy, the 
famous Diderot, he is exactly the perfon, whole 
decifions againft God, D’Alembert had found too 
refolute and dogmatic, though oftentimes, in the 
fame work, we find him after deciding againft the 
Deift, deciding in the fame peremptory manner 
for or againft the Sceptic and the Athcift. But 
whether he writes for or againft a God, he always 
appears impervious to doubts or anguifh of mind. 

* Letter of 30th Oft. 1770. f Letter of 4th Dec. 177s • 
J Letter 8th Apr. 1776. 

C 3 He 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



22 


THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 


He fairly wrote what he thought at the moment 
he held his pen, whether he crufhed the atbeift 
with the weight of the univerje, and that the eye of 
4 mite, the wing of a butterfly was fufficient to defeat 
them *, or when that glorious difplay did not give 
him even tbe mofl diftant idea of any thing divine f, 
and that this univerfe was but the fortuitous refult 
of mofion and matter whether, when the exiftence 
of God was to be left in doubt, fcepticifm at all 
times and in all places, could alone prtferve us from , 
tbe two oppofite excejfes §, or when be prays God for 
tbe fceptics , becaufe he fees they all want light || j 
whether in fine to form a fceptic, it was necejfary 
to have a bead as well organifed as that of Montagne 
tbe pbilofopber **. 

Never was there a man fo peremptory when 
affirming ’ or denying any point, fo perfectly void 
of conftraint or trouble, fo impervious to remorfe j 
he was a perfect ftranger to them even when he 
pofitively lays that, between him and bis dog be knows 
of no other difference but tbeir drefs ff. 

With thefe extravagancies in their religious 
opinions we find, Voltaire impious and tormented 
by his doubts and ignorance ; D’Alembert impious 

* Philofophical Thoughts, No, 20* 
f The Code of Nature. 

X Philofophical Thoughts, No. 21. 

§ Idem, No. 33. U Idem, No. 22. •* Idem, No. 23. 

ft Life of Seneca, page 377, 

but 
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but calm in his; while Frederick impious and trium- 
phant, or thinking he had triumphed over his 
ignorance, left God in heaven provided there were 
no fouls on earth; and Diderot, by turns, Atheift, 
Materialift, Drift or Sceptic, but ever impious, 
ever frantic, the better fitted for the various parts 
he was doomed to ad. 

Such were the men whofe charade rs and reli- 
gious errors, were neceflary to be known, to af- 
certain the conlpiracy of which they were the 
chiefs, and of whole exiftence we fhall give un- 
deniable ' proof, indicate its precife objed, and 
unfold its means and future progrefs. 


C 4 CHAP. 


*3 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



24 


THB ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 


. CHAP. II. 

Of the ObjeSl, Extent , and Exi/lence of the 
Anticbrijlian Ccnfpiracy. 


The true f || fay that there exifted a confpiracy again ft 
reftiwof ^ c ^ e Chriftian religion, of which Voltaire, 
a confpi- D’Alembert, Frederick II. King of Pruffia, and 
racy * Diderot, were the chief authors and inftigators, 
is not Amply to fay, that each one of them was 
an enemy and that their writings tended to the de- 
ft rudtion of the religion of Chriftj for both before 
and after them, we have feen enemies to this fame 
religion, feeking to fpread, by their writings, the 
venom of incredulity. France has had her Bayle, 
and her Montefquieuj the firft a true fophifter, 
undecided in his principles and fupporting the 
pro and con with equal verfatilityj but deftitute of 
that hatred, which conftitutes the conipirator, and 
feeks accomplices : the latter is but a youth when 
he writes his Perfian Letters , and has no fixed 
principle againft that faith, to which he will one 
day do homage, by declaring that he always 
refpeRed religion, and that he beheld the Gofpel, 
as the fair eft gift that God bad bejlowed on man *. 


Vid. Montefquieu, Feller'* Hift. Difi. 
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England has fcen her Hobbes, her Woolftons 
or her Collins, with many other difciples of in- 
credulity; but each of thele fophifters was im- 
pious in his own way, and they fought not to 
league together, however much Voltaire and Con- 
dorcct may affert the contrary. Each makes 
his partial attack on Chriftianity from his own 
brain, and that is not fuificient to conftitute a 
con/piracy. 

In order to fhow 3 real confpiracy againft Chrif- 
tianity, we muft not only point out the with to 
deftroy, but allb the union and lccret corrclpon- 
dence in the means employed to attack, debale or 
annihilate it. When therefore I name Voltaire 
and Frederick, Diderot and D’Alembert, as the 
chiefs of this Antichriftian Conspiracy, I not only 
mean to Ihcw, that each had impioully written 
againft Chriftianity, but that they had formed the 
wilh, and had fee retly communicated that wilh 
of deftroying the religion of Chrift; that they had 
ailed in concert, fparing no political nor impious 
art to effeCtuate this deftruCtfon ; that they were 
the inftigators and conductors of thofe fecondary 
agents whom they had milled, and following up 
their plans and projects, with all that ardor and 
conftancy* which denotes the fnoft finilhed con- 
lpirator. My very proofs lhall be drawn from 
what we may very properly term the records of 
the confpiracy, I mean from their moft intimate 

corrc- 
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correfpondence, a long time fecret, or from their 
own aflfertions contained in their divers writings. 

When Beaumarchais gave us a compleat edition 
of Voltaire’s works, with all the magnificence of 
the Bafkerville type ; either the adepts, blinded by 
their fuccefs, were perluaded that the publicity of 
this monftrous confpiracy, could only add new 
luftre to its chicf| or that the Editors themfelves 
were ignorant of the faft, or in fine, that being 
fcatcered and difperfed through forty large volumes 
of letters, to all forts of perfons, and on all forts 
of fubjedts, no man could at once feize the thread 
of a - confpiracy, the work of many long years. 
But whatever may have been their intentions, 
whatever their art in fupprefling parts of the cor- 
refpondence, they have not effedhially done away 
all means of difcovery. Never lhould I have 
undertaken a work of fuch labour, fo punful and 
difgufting, had I not feen the neceflity of proving 
from the very records of the conipirators, the 
reality of their plots; the neceflity of denouncing 
to all nations, with proof in hand, the men, who wifh 
to mifiead them, and who fought to overturn every 
altar provided it was but Chriftian. With them 
the altars of London or Geneva, of Stockholm 
or Peterfburg were to fhare the fame fate with 
thole of Paris or Madrid, of Vienna or Rome, 
thus adding, by their fell, a new, though tardy 
proof of the umverfality of this confpiracy. Such 

then 
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then are their black and hidden crimes. Behold 
them confpiring againft your God, in order to con- 
fpire againft your fovereign and your laws, behold 
diem feeking to overthrow all civil fociety and 
univerfally extend the fcourges of the French re* 
volution. 

I know that the gravity of the charge requires 
ftrong eyidence and clear proofs, to juftify it ; if 
then my proofs are too numerous, let my reader 
refled on the weightinefs 'of the charge. 

In all confpiracies there is generally a fecret lan- 
guage or a watchword, unintelligible to the vulgar, 
though it perpetually recals the object to the mind 
of the confpirator. The word chofen by Voltaire 
muft have been didated by fome fiend of hatred 
or frantic rage. But what words! Crujb the 
wretch l (ecrafez l’infame !) and what a fignifica- 
tion is attached to thefe three words in the mouths 
of D’Alembert, of Frederick or their difciples 3 
eonftantly they mean crujb Cbrift , crujb the religion 
of Cbrift y crujb every religion that adores Cbtift. 
Oh readers retain your indignation until you have 
feen the proof! 

When Voltaire complains that the adepts are 
not fufficiently united in the war they wage againft 
the wretch j when he wifhes to revive their zeal, 
he recals to their minds, the hopes and projeds he 
had already conceived in 1730, when the lieute- 
nant of the police at Paris, warned him that he 

would 
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would not fuccecd in overturning the Chriftian re- 
ligion, he had daringly, anfwered that is what we 
Jhall fee*. 

When exulting in the fucccfs of the war, and 
progrefs of the confpiracy againft the wretch , he 
triumphs in the idea, “ that in Geneva, Calvin’s 
“ own town, there are but a few beggarly fellows 
« who believe in the confubftantial f.” 

When he wifhes, during this war againft the 
wretch , to give his reafons for tolerating the Soei- 
nians, it is, fays he, becaufe Julian would have fa- 
voured them , and that he hates what Julian hated % 
and defpifes what he (Julian) defpifed J. 

What then is this hatred, common to the Soci- 
nians and to Julian the apoftate, if it be not their 
hatred to the divinity of Chrift. What is meant 
by the confubftantial, fallen into difrepute, if it 
be not Chrift ; or how can the word w retch, be 
otherwife interpreted, in the mouth of him that 
had uttered, tc I am weary of hearing people re- 
** peat that twelve men have been fufficient to ef- 
« tablifh Chriftianity, and I will prove that one 
«* may fuffice to overthrow it §.” In the mouth 
I fay of a man who, in his intrigues againft the 
wretch exclaims, “ could not five or fix men of 
« parts, and who rightly underftood each other, 

• Let. to D’Alembert, 20th of June 1760. 

f Let. 119, anno 1763, 28th Sept. 

J Let. to Frederick, 5th Nov. 1773. 

$ Life of Voltaire by Condorceu 

M fuccecd. 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



THB ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 


29 


“ fuccecd, after the example of twelve fcoundreb 
** who have already fucceeded 

In the mouth of this frantic infidel can we con- 
ceal the fenfe of thefe words : The twelve apoftles 
called twelve fcoundrels ! and their divine mafter a 
wretch ! I may dwell too much on the proofs, but 
the charges are too heinous, to pals them over 
lightly. 

All thofe men, fo much extolled by Voltaire for 
their ardor in crujhir.gtbe wretch> areprecifely thofe 
who attacked Chriftianity without the leaft de- 
corum or decency, fuch as Diderot, Condorcet, 
Helvetius, Freret, Boulanger, Dumarfais and fuch 
like infideb ; and thofe wnu&ftie particularly wifhes 
D’Alembert to rally, the more effedually to crujb 
the wretch , arejnamely&he Atheifts, the Deifts and 
Spinofifts f. 

Againft whom then will the Atheift, the Deift 
and the Spinofift coalefce, unlefs it be againft the 
God of the Gofpel ? 

Voltaire proceeds to dired the zeal of the con- 
fpirators againft the holy fathers, and thofe modem 
writers, who have written in defence of Chrifti- 
anity and the divinity of Chrift, both of whom he 
wilhes to fee treated with the utmoft contempt; he 
writes to his adepts, “ Vidory is declaring for us 
(t on all fides, and I can allure you, that foon, none 

• Let. to D’Alembert 24th July 1760. 

f Let. 37th to D’Alembert, 1770. 

* ■ ** but 
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“ but the rabble will follow the ftandard of our 
“ enemies, and we equally contemn that rabble 
** whether for or againft us. , We are a corps 
“ of brave knights, defenders of the truth and 
“ who admit none amongft us, but men of 
** education. Courage brave Diderot, intrepid 
“ D’Alembert, form with my dear Damilaville 
“ and rufh forward on thofe fanatics and knaves } 
“ pity poor Pafchal, but defpife Houtville and 
** Abadie as much as if they were fathers of the 
« church . * 

Here then is the explanation of what Vol« 
, taire means by crujhing the wretch. It is to undo 
what the apoftles have done, to hate what Julian 
the apoftate hated, to attack thofe, whom the 
deiftB, at he LAs and fpinofifts always attacked, it is 
in fine to rufh on the holy fathers or on any other 
man who dares defend the religion of Chrift. 

With ' The fenfe of this atrocious watchwardis equally 

Frederick c i car j n t h e mout h of Frederick. With this 
royal fophifter as with Voltaire, Cbriftianity , the 
Cbriftian fe£l , the Cbrifticole JuptrJIUion (La fuper*- 
ftition Chrifticole) and the wretch, are all fynoni- 
mous terms. With him as with Voltaire the wretch 
yielded none but poifonous weeds j the belt writings 
againft the Wretch are precifely the moft impious, 
and if any in particular deferve his peculiar efteem, 
it is, that fmee Celfus, nothing fo ftriking bad been pub - 
* Let. to Damilaville, anno 1765. • ’ 

. . UJhcd 
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VJbtd againft Chriftianty. The fad really is, that 
Boulanger, unfortunately more known by his im- 
piety than by his converfion, is ftill Jup trior te 
Celfus bimfelf *. 

As to D’Alembert we may fee, though he fel- With 
dom -ufes this ihocking word, that he was we IT ac- 
quainted with its meaning j by his anfwers to Vol- . 
taire, by, the means he fuggefts, by the writings he 
approves of and leeks to circulate, as fitted: tt 
crujb the wretch ; and which writings are precifely 
thole that more directly tend to eradicate religion 
from the minds of the people. We may fee it, * 
when wilhing to Ihew his zeal for the progreis of 
the confpiracy againft the wretch , he prolefles his 
eagemefs to fupport Voltaire, or his forrow that 
from localities, he cannot fpeak with the lame free- 
dom againft Chriftianity. His expreflions and 
numberlefs letters hereafter quoted, will leave no 
more doubt of him, than of Voltaire or Fre- 
derickf. 

Such was the general acceptation of the word Extent of 
among all the confpirators ; Condorcet, even lay- * h . e co °- 
ing afide the word wretch , pofitively aflerts, that P 
Voltaire had fworn, te crujb Chriftianity andMer- 
cier fays to crufb Cbrift §. 

• See let. of the King of Prullu, No. 143, 143, 153, anno 
1767, See. tec. tec. 

f See D’Alembert’s letters, too, 102, 151. 

J Life of Voltaire. 

§ Mercier’s letters. No. 60 of M. Pelletier. 

In 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 

In the views of the confpirators, to crufts Chrift 
was not too ftrong an expreflion. In the extent of 
their projects, no fhadow of his worfhip was to re- 
main : it is true that among the Chriftians, they 
honored the church of Rome with their chief ha- 
tred. But Luther and Calvin, the Church of En- 
gland or of Geneva, though feparated from Rome, 
had retained their belief of Chrift, and were there- 
fore to fhare the fate of the former. 

The whole Gofpeiof Calvin, is ridiculed by Vol-. 
taire, as the fooleries of Jean dauvin *, and it was 
of thefe fooleries he fpeaks when writing to 
D’Alembert he fays, that in Calvin’s own town 
(Geneva) there were but a few beggarly fellows who 
believed in the confubftantial , that is to fay, who be- 
lieved in Chrift. He particularly exults in the ap- 
proaching fall of the Church of England, when he 
extols the EngHJb truths f, that is the impiedes of 
Hume, or when he thought himfelf authorized to 
write, that in London Chrift was fpumed 

Thofe difciples who paid him the homage of 
their philofophic fcience, adopting his ftyle, write, 
«* I don’t like Calvin, he was intolerant, and poor 
“ Servet fell a viftim to him, and it is true he is 
** no more fpoken of at Geneva than if he had 
« never exifted. As to Luther, though he had not 

* Let. to Damilaville, Aug. 18th, 17 66. 

Let. to the Marquis D’Argence, April 28, 1760. 

J Let. to D’Alembert, Sept. 28th, 1763. 

“ much 
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" much wit, as is eafily perceived by his writings, 
“ he did not perfecute, and only loved wine and 
" women* ?” 

It is even oblervable, that for a conGderable time 
the confpiring fophifters placed particular fatis- 
faction in their fucceffes againft the Proteilant 
churches. With what exccffive joy Voltaire would 
write, that England and Switzerland were over- run 
with men who bated and defpifed Chriftianity, as 
Julian the apoftate bated and defpijedit f, and that 
from Geneva to Berne not a Cbriftian was to be found £ . 
Frederick on his Tide, writes with equal joy. In our 
proteftant countries we go on much brijker%. 

Such then was the extent of this confpiracy ; 
they were to overturn every altar where Chrift was 
adored. An hiftorian might have been milled in 
feeing the adepts iolicit, more than once, the recal 
of the Proteftants into France} but at the very' 
time that Voltaire writes, how much he laments to 
fee the petition made by the minifter Choifeul re- 
jected, fearing left his difciples Ihould imagine he 
wilbed to fpare the Huguenot more than the Ca- 
tholic, he haftens to add, that the Huguenots and 
the Calvinifts are not lefs mad than the Sorbonijls or 
the Catholics, that they were even raving mad ft; 

• Let. of theLangrave of HelTe to Voltaire, Sept. 9th 1766, 

4 Let. to the King of Pruffia, 15th Nov. 1773. 

| Let. to D’Alembert, Feb. 8th 1776. 

$ Let. 143. H Let. to Marmontel, aid Aug. 1767. 

Vol. x. D nay. 
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nay, fometimes he faw nothing more atrabilarious 
and ferocious than the Huguenots *. 

All this pretended zeal of the conlpirators to 
calvinize France, was but as a preparatory ftep to 
de-Chriftianize it with greater expedition. We 
may trace the gradation of their intended progrefs, 
in the following words of D’Alembert to Voltaire: 
“ For my part I fee every thing in the brighteft 
« colours, I already behold toleration eftablifhed, 
« the Proteftants recalled , the priefts married, con- 
« feffion abolilhed, and fan&ticifm crulhed, without 
« fo much as its being perceived f Fanaticifm and 
wretch in D’Alembert’s mouth are fynonimous, the 
latter is even made ufe of in the fame letter, both 
meaning Chrift or bis whole religion crujhed. 

There is however an exception often made by 
Voltaire, which might have leftChriftfome fewwor- 
fhippers among the rabble. He feems little jealous 
of that conqueft, when he writes to D’Alembert, 
“ Both you and Damilaville muft be well pleafed, 
« to fee the contempt into which the wretch is fallen 
«* among the better fort of people throughout Eu* 
« rope. •. They are all we s wijhed for , or that were 
“ neceflary. We never pretended to enlighten the 
** bouje maids and Jhoemakers j we leave them to 
the apoftles Or when he writes to Diderot, 
“ Whatever you do, have your eye on the wretch. 

* Let. to the Marqnis D’Argence de Dirac, Mar. 2d 1763. 
+ May 4th 1762, i Sept, ad 1768. 

« I t 
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** It muft be deftroyed among the better fort and 
“ leave it to the rabble for whom it was made * }” 
or when, in fine, he writes to Damilaville, “ I can 
“ aflureyou, that fbon none but the rabble willfol- 
'* low the ftandard of our enemies, and we equally 
“ contemn that rabble whether for or againfi usf.” 

Voltaire, defpairing of wider fuccefs, would 
fometimes except the clergy and the great chamber 
of the Parliament. But in the fequel of thefe me- 
moirs, we fhall fee the confpirators actively ex- 
tending their principles, and infliiling their hatred 
againfi Chriftianity into every clafs of men, from 
the cottage to the throne, not even excepting their 
fo much defpifed rabble. 

• Dec. 25th 1762. + Anno 176s. 
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CHAP. III. 


The Secret, the Union and the Epoch of the 

Confpiracy. 

I N confpiracies it is not enough for the agents 
to have a particular watchword, or formula, 
in order to hide their general object, but the7 have 
alfo peculiar names, by which they mutually point 
out each other, and which are unintelligible to the 
public. They Carefully conceal their correfpon- 
dence ; but if they fear difcovery, it is then they tile 
thefe precautions left their names, or the object of 
the plot, be expofed. 

Thefe means were not to be neglefted by Vol- 
Thefup- taire or D’Alembert. In their correfpondence 
P 0 ^ f Frederick is often called Duluc*, D’Alembert Pro- 

names of 

the con- tagoras f, though he often ftyles himfelf Bertrand 
Ipirators. g ot jj werc wc jj applied to him, the former to de- 
note the infidel, the latter to betoken the means of 
his. impiety, by the Ihifts of Bertrand, in Fontaine’s 
fable of the Monkey and the Cat: when D’Alem- 
bert is Bertrand (the monkey), Voltaire is Raton § 

• Let. of D’Alembert, No. 77. 

+ Voltaire to Thiriot, 26th Jan. 1762. 

J Let. 90. § Let. 22d, March, 1774. 

(the 
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(the cat). Diderot perfonates Plato or T omplat *, 
and the general term for the confpirators, is Ca- 
couac f. They fay he is a good Cacouac, when 
he can be perfectly depended upon. Oftentimes, 
and particularly by Voltaire, they are called bro- 
thers as in mafonry. They alfo give peculiar Their re- 
imports to whole phrafes of their enigmatical lan- cret 

° guage* 

guage, for example, the vine of Truth is well cul- 
tivated, is to fay we make amazing progrefs againft 
religion J. 

This lecret language was particularly made ufo 
of, when they feared their letters were opened or 
flopped, which often gave Voltaire and D’Alem- 
bert great uneafinefs. It was for that reafon, that 
many of their letters, were directed to fictitious 
perfons, to merchants or fome clerk in office, who 
was in the feertt. It does not appear that they 
ever made ufe of cyphers, they would have been 
much too tedious, confidering Voltaire’s immenle 
corrcfpondence. Thofe were referved for con- 
ipirators, not lefs ardent, but of a deeper policy. 

Falle directions and not figning their names, feem 
to have given them fufficient confidence in their 
ftyle, *and if perchance, any of their letters are 
more enigmatical than common, they are eafily 
explained by the preceding or following ones. It 

• Voltaire to Damilaville, 2jth Auguft, 1766. 

•f- Let. of D’Alembert, No. 76. 

{ Let. to D’Alembert, No. 35. 
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was by thefe (hifts they wifhcd to 1 leave an open- 
ing for excufing or explaining what they had al- 
ready written ; but they are not fufficiently obfcure 
to prevent difcovery, and that with very little 
trouble, when furprifed. 

Some few, nevertheiefs, are more difficult to 
be underftood than others j for example, the letter 
written by Voltaire to D’Alembert, the 30th of 
January 1764: “ My illuftrious philofopher has 
** lent me the letter of Hippias, B. This letter 
“ of B, proves that there are T . ’s and that poor 
** literature is falling back into the (hackles which 
ff Malejherbes had broken. That demi-fcholar as 
“ well as demi- citizen, D’AguelTeau, was a T . . . * 
,c He would have hindered the nation from think- 
“ ing ! I wilh you had but feen that brute of a 
“ Maboul, he was a very filly T ... to be at the head 
** of the cuftoms upon ideas under the T . . , 
“ D’Agueflfeau. Then followed the under T . ’s 
“ about half a dozen miferable rafcals, who for 
«.* the pitiful falary of 17I. per annum, would 
“ crafe from a book, every thing that was worth 
** leaving in it.” 

Here it is evident that T Hands for tyrant , one 
of which tyrants is the chancellor D’Aguefleau, 
the other Maboul, the comptroller of the prefs. 
The under T’s, or tyrants, are the public cenfors, 
whofe falaries were about 17I. per annum. As to 
Hippias By his perfon is not fo clear ; he was moft 
probably fome tyrant who wilhed to Hop the cir- 
culation 
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culation of thole works, which dire&ly tended to 
the overthrow of the altar and the throne. But 
who can fee, without indignation, the chancellor 
D’Aguefleau, the ornament of the magiftracy, 
called a tyrant, a demi-fcholar, a demi- citizen. It 
is, however, forbearance in Voltaire, not to abufe 
him more grofsly ; we muft expeft to fee him and 
D’Alembert lavilhing the loweft terms of black - 
guardilm, throughout this correfpondence, on every 
man who differs from them in opinion, whatfoever 
be his merits otherwife, butelpecially on thofe who 
laboured for, or wrote in defence of religion. 

However openly the confpirators exprefled Their fe- 
themfelves to each other, fecrecy was ftrifkly re- crw f’ 
commended to them, with refpeft to the public t 
and Voltaire perpetually apprizes the adepts of its 
importance. ** The myftcrics of Mytra, (he would 
f* make D’Alembert write to the adepts) are not 
“ to be divulged, the monfter (religion) muft fen, 

“ pierced by a hundred invi/ible hands j yes, let 
H it fell beneath a thoufend repeated blows*.” 

This fecrecy, neverthclefs, was not to be lb 
much with refpeft to the object of the confpiracy, 
as to the names of the confpirators, and the means 
they employed for it was impofliblc for the ran- 
corous hatred of Voltaire, to difguife the wilh of 
annihilating Chriftjanity } but he had to fear on one 

* Let. to D’Alembert, April Z7th 1768. 

D 4 fide 
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fide the feverity of the laws, and on the other the 
contempt and infamy which would certainly attach 
to himfelf and difciples, from the impudence of 
their falfehoods. and the effrontery of their calum- 
nies, had it ever been poffible to trace their authors 
and abettors. 

Hiftory is not in fault, if it is obliged to reprc- 
fent the chief of the confpiracy, at once the rrtoft 
daring, the moft unrelenting in his hatred to Chrift, 
and the moft defirous of hiding his attacks. Vol- 
taire fecretly confpiring and concealing his means, 
is the fame man, though bold and blafpheming. 
Openly attacking the altars of his God, he is ftill 
the Sophifter, though veiling the hand that ftrikes, 
or ieeking in the dark to undermine the temple. 
It is hatred that fires his rage, or leads him through 
the torturous ways of the confpirator. To unmalk 
this difiimulatijig man, (hall be a leading point in 
the following memoirs. 

In his character of chief, the myfterics of Mytra 
as well as the intrigues of the confpirators, could be- 
of no fmall concern to him, and the following were 
Their lef- his fecret inftru&ions. «* Confound the wretch to 
theart of “ the utmoft of your power, fpeak your mind 
ecrecy. « boldly, ftrike and conceal your hand. You may be 
** known j I am willing to believe there are people 
<c fufficiently keen-fcented, but they will not be 
<* atye to conviftyou*.” 

• Let. to D’Alembert, May 1761. 

« The 
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<f The Nile, it was faid, fpread around its firrti- 
u lizing waters, though it concealed its head ; do 
“ you the fame, you will fecretly enjoy your triumph. 
'* I recommend the wretch to you ** We em- 
w brace the worthy knight and exhort him to con- 
“ ceal his hand from the enemy f.” 

No precept is oftener repeated by Voltaire than 
Jirike but conceal the hand , and if by indiferetion 
any adept occafioned his difeovery, he would com- 
plain moft bitterly, he would even deny works that 
were the moft decidedly his. ** I know not why 
u (fays he) people are fo obftinately bent on be- 
“ lieving me the author of the Pbilofopbical Die - 
“ tionary. The greateft fervice you can do me, 
“ is to aftert, though you pledge your (hare in Pa- 
“ radife, that I have no hand in that hellifli work. 
** There are three or four people, who perpetu- 
“ ally repeat, that I have fupported the good 
“ caufe, and that I fight mortally againft the wild 
“ beads. It is betraying one's brethren , to praife 
** them on Juch an occafton , tho/e good fouls blefs me, 
** but ruin me. It is certainly him, they fay, it is 
“ his ftyle, his manner. Ah, my brethren, what 
** fetal accents; on the contrary you ftiould cry out 
** on the public ways, it is not he, for the rnnjler 

* Let. to Helvetiua, May nth 1761. 

f Let. to Mr. de VielleviUe, 26th April 1767. 
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Union of 
the con- 
fpirators. 


c< mufl fall pierced by a hundred invifible hands ; yes, 
“ let it fall beneath a thoufand repeated blows 

It was in this art of fecrecy and of concealing 
his fteps, that D'Alembert fo much excelled. Him 
it was, that Voltaire recommended to the brethren 
for imitation, and as the hope of the flock. “ He is 
“ daring (would he fay to them), but not rafh ; he 
“ will make hypocrites tremble (that is religious 
" men) without giving any hold againft lfimfelf j\” 
Frederick not only approved of this fecrecy 
but we (hall fee him playing off' all the artifices of 
his dark policy to enfure the fuccefs of the confpi- 
racy. 

. In every plot, union is as eflential to the con- 
lpirator, as fecrecy to the caufe, and fo it is often 
and particularly recommended. Among others we 
find the following inftrudtions : “ Oh, my philofo- 
“ phers, we Ihould march clofed, as the Macedonian 
“ phalanx, it was only vanquifhed when it opened. 
“ Let the real philofophers unite in a brotherhood 
“ like the Free-mafons ; let them affemble and 
“ fupport each other, let them be faithful to the 
“ affociation. Such an academy will be far fupe- 
** rior to that of Athens, and to all thofe of 
«« Paris §.” 

I 

• Let. to D’Alembert, 152 and 219. 
f Let. from Voltaire to Thuriat, 19th Nov. 1760. 

I Let. to Voltaire, 16th May 1771. 

§ Let. to D’Alembert, No. 85 anno 1761, and No, 2 % 
anno 1769. 
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If any diflention, perchance, happened among 
the confpirators, the chief immediately wrote to 
appeafe them : he would fay, “ Ah poor brethren, 

,f the primitive Chriftians behaved themfelves 
tf much better than we do. Patience, do not let 
" us lofe courage, God will help us provided we 
“ remain united,” and when he wilhed to infift 
more particularly on the objeft of that union, he 
would repeat his anfwer to Herault, We'll fee whe- 
ther it be true , that the Chrifiian religion cannot be 
deftroyed*. 

Moft of thele diflentions arofe from the diffe- 
rence of opinion in the confpirators, and the dis- 
cordancy of their fophifms againft Chriftianity, 
which often made them thwart each other. Vol- 
taire, aware of the advantage it gave to religious 
writersjimmediately enjoined D’Alembert to feek, if 
poflible, a reconciliation with the Atheifts, Deifts 
and Spinofifts. “ The two parties (fays he) mult 
“ neceflarily coalefce. I wifh you would undertake 
“ that reconciliation ; fay to them, if you will omit 
** the emetic, I will overlook the bleeding f.” 

This premier chief always fearful left their ardor Ardor 
ihould fubfide, and wifhing to animate their zeal, and con- 
would write to the other chiefs, " I fear you are JhepioJ” 
“ not fufficiently zealous, you bury your talents, 

** you feem only to contemn whilft you Ihould ab- 

* Let. to D’Alembert, No. 66. 

f Let. to D’Alembert, No. 37, 1770. 

“ hor 
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« hor and deftroy the monfter. Could not you 
« crulh him in a few pages, while you modeftly 
“ hide from him, that he falls by your pen. It 
“ was given Meleager to kill the boar ; hurl the 
« javelin , £»/ bide your band. Comfort me in my 
“ old age He would write to a young adept, 
who might be dejedted through ill fuccefs. Cou- 
rage ! do not let yourjelf be dejebled f . In fine, to 
bind them by the ftrongeft ties of intcreft, he would 
tell them by means of D’Alembert, “ Such is our 
fituation that we lhall be the execration of man- 
“ kind, if we have not the better fort of people 
“ on our fide. We muft then gain them, coft 
“ what it will j labour therefore in the vineyard, 
tc andcrujhtbe wretch , then crujh the wretch J.” 

It is thus that every diftinftive mark which con- 
ftitutes the confpirator, fuch as enigmatical lan- 
guage, a common and fecret wilh, union, ardor 
and perfeverance, is to be feen in thefe firft au- 
thors of the war againft Chriftianity. It is thus 
that the hiftorian is authorifed to reprefent this 
coalition of Sophifters, as a true confpiracy againft 
Open the altar. At length V oltaire not only allows it, but 
Voltaire5 w ^ es every adept to underftand, that the war 
of which he was the chief, was a true plot, and that 

• Let. to D’Alembert, 28th Sept* 1763. 
f Let. to Damilaville. 

} 13th Feb. 1764. 

each 
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each one was to tad the part of a confpirator. 
When he feared their exceffive zeal, he would write 
himfelf, or through D’Alembert, that in the war 
they waged, they were to a 8 as confpirators and not 
as zealots *. 

When the chief of theft infidels makes lb 
formal a declaration, when he fo clearly orders 
them to ait as confpirators , it would be abfurd to 
feek further proofs, as to the exiftence of the 
confpiracy. I fear they have already been too 
numerous for my reader ; but in a matter of fuch 
importance, I was to prefume him equally rigid 
as myfelf, with refpeft to its demonftration. Now 
as nobody will deny this, unlefs blind to conviction, 
to have been a real confpiracy of the Sophifters 
againft Chrift and his church, I will not end this 
chapter, without trying to afeertain its origin and 
true epoch. 

Was this confpiracy to be dated from the day 
On which Voltaire confecrated his life to the anni- 
hilation of Chrifiianity, we fhould look back to 
the year 1728, that being the epoch of his return 
from London to France j and his molt faithful dif- 
ciples inform us, that he made his determination 
when in England f. But Voltaire lived many years, 
alone ruminating his hatred againft Chrift ; it is 

* Voltaire to D’Alembert, let. 142. 

■f Life of Voltaire, edit, of Kell. 

true 


Epoch of 
the con- 
fpiracy. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



4$ THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 

true he was already the officious defender of every, 
impious work that had the fame tendency, but 
thefe were only the ifolatecf works of Sophifters, 
fingly writing, without any of the appurtenances 
of the confpirator. To form adepts and inftil 
his hatred into them, could be but the work of 
time, and his efforts, unfortunately crowned with 
fuccefs, had greatly augmented their number, 
when, in 1750, he by the exprefe defire of the king 
of Pruffia, took his departure for Berlin. Of all 
the difciples he left in Paris, the moft zealous 
were D’Alembert and Diderot, and it is to thefe 
two men, that the coalition againft Chrift can be 
firft traced. Though it may not have acquired 
all its ftrength, it certainly exifted when the plan 
of the Encyclopedia was decided on* that is to fay, 
the year that Voltaire left Paris for Berlin. Vol- 
taire had formed his difciples, but it was D’Alem- 
bert and Diderot who united them in one body 
to make that famous compilation, which may in 
truth be ftyled the grand arfenal of impiety, 
whence all their fophifticated arms, were to be 
directed againft Chrift: ranity. 

Voltaire, who alone was worth a hoft of infidels, 
laboring apart in the war againft Chriftianity, left 
the Encyclopedifts, for fome time, to their own. 
fchemesj but if his difciples had been able to form 
the coalition, they were incapable of carrying it 
on. Their difficulties augmenting, they fought a 

man 
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man abk to remove them, ami without hefitatioo 
fixed on Voltaire, or rather, to ufe the words of his 
hiftorian, Voltaire, by bis age, bis reputation and bis 
genius, naturally became tbeir chief. 

At his return from Pruflia, about the year 1752, 
he found the confpiracy complete. Its precife 
ebjeft was the deftru&ion of Chriftianity ; the 
chief had firft fworn it, the fecondary chiefs, fuch 
as D’Alembert, Diderot and even Frederick, not- 
withftanding his quarrels with the premier, were 
ever alter leagued with him in the fame bonds. 
At this period, the adepts were all that Voltaire 
could number, as his difciples: but from the day 
of the coalition between the premier, the fecon- 
dary chiefs, and the adepts’ agents or prote&ors ; 
from the day that the objeft of this coalition to 
crulh Chrift and his religion, under the appellation 
of wretch, had been decreed, until the grand object 
of the coalition was to be confummated by the 
profcriptions and horrid maflacres of the Jacobins, 
near half a century was to elapfej for fo much 
time was neceflary for the harbinger of blood and 
corruption, to prepare the way for the Philofo- 
phift of deftruction and murder. Naturally du- 
ring this long period of time, we (hall fee this 
fophiftical feet, who had fworn to crulh, coakfcing 
with the feet, who under the name of Jacobin , 
really does crufh and maflacre. 

Where 
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Relation Where then the difference between the fophif- 
tJuTso- 11 ri ca l left under Voltaire and D’Alembert^ antici- 
pWffcrs pating the murders of the French revolution, by 
Jacobins, their wilhes and their confpiracies, and thole 
fophifters, who under the name of Jacobin, over- 
throw the altar and embrue its fteps with the 
blood of its priefts and pontifs ? Do not they pro- 
fcribe the religion of the fame Chrift, of the fame 
God, whom Voltaire, D’Alembert, Frederick and 
all that impious fequel of adepts had fworn to 
crufh and abhor ? Will any one tell us, that there 
is any difference between the fophifms of the 
former, and the pretexts of the latter, between 
the fchool of Voltaire and the maxims of the 
Jacobinical den. 

The Jacobins will one day declare that all men 
are free, that all men are equal, and as a confe- 
quence of this liberty and equality they will con- 
clude that every man mult be left to the lights of 
reafon.' That every religion fubjedting man’s 
reafon to myfteries, or to the authorities of .any 
revelation fpeaking. in God’s name, is a religion 
of flavery and conftraint; that as fuch it Ihould be 
annihilated, in order to rc-eftablilh the indefeafible 
rights of liberty and equality, as to the belief or 
di (belief of all that the reafon of man approves 
or difapproves : and they will call this liberty and 
equality, the reign of reafon and the empire of 

philo- 
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philofophy. Can the candid reader believe, that 
. this liberty and equality is not appofite to the 
War carried on by Voltaire againft Chriftianityi 
-Had the chiefs or adepts ever any other view, than 
that of eftablilhing their pretended empire of 
philofophy or their reign of reafoq, on that felf- 
fame liberty and equality applied to revelation and 
the myfteries, in perpetual oppofition to Chrift 
and his church ? 

Did not Voltaire hate the church and its paf- 
tors, becaule they oppoled that liberty and equality 
applied to our belief} becaule nothing was Jo con - 
temptible and Jo mijerable in his eyes, as to fee 
one man Have recourfe to another in matters of 
faith, or to. ajk what be ought to believe *. Reajon, 
liberty and pbilojopby were as conftantjy in the 
mouths of Voltaire and D’Alembert, as a means 
of overthrowing Revelation and the Gofpel} as they 
are at this day in the mouths of the Jacobins f. 
When the adepts wifh to extol the glory' of their 
chiefs, they will reprefent them perpetually reclaim- 
ing the independence of Reajon, and devoutly expect- 
ing thoie days when the Jun Jhall no longer Jhine, but 
upon free men, acknowledging no other mafter but 
their own reajon %. 

When therefore, on the ruins of the temple, 
the Jacobins fhall have ere&ed the idol of their 

* Letter- to the Duke D’lHez, 19th Nov. 1760. 

+ See the whole of their <;orrefpondence. 

% Condorcet’s Progrefc of Reafon, 9th Epoch. 

Vol. 1. E reafon. 
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reafon, their liberty or their philofophy}' will they 
have fulfilled any other wilh, any other oath, than 
that fworn by Voltaire and his adepts. 

When the Jacobins fhall apply the axe to the foun- 
dations of the temples whether Proteftant or Ca- 
tholic, or in fine of any fed acknowledging the 
God of the Chriftians ; will they have more widely 
extended their fyftems of deftrudion, than Vol- 
taire confpiring againd the altars of London or 
Geneva, equally as againd thofe of Rome ? 

When their grand club fhall be filled with 
every infidel the French revolution can pro- 
duce, whether Atheid, Deid or Sceptic, will their 
revolutionary cohorts be differently formed, than 
thofe which D’Alembert was to quicken and dir 
up againd the God of Chridianity ? 

In fine, when one day thefc legions fallying from 
this den of impiety, from the grand club of the 
Jacobins, fhall triumphantly carry to the Pantheon* 
the allies of Voltaire; will not that be the con- 
fummatingof the Antichridian Confpiracy, will not 
that be the revolution fo long planned by Voltaire ? 
The means may differ, but the objed, the fpirit, 
and the extent of the confpiracy will remain. We 
fhall fee the very means employed, the revolution 
that dedroys the altar, that plunders and maffacres 
its prieds by the hand of the Jacobin, were not 
foreign to the wifhes or intentions of the firft 
adepts. The mod dreadful and difguding parts 

of 


% 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



THB ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. fl 

of this irreligious revolution, only differs from 
their plans, by a difference in terms ; one wished 
to crujby the other did crujb. The means were 
fuch as the rimes fuggefted, both were not equally 
powerful. — We will now proceed to tear the veil 
from thofe dark intrigues, fucceflively employed 
by the Sophifters during the half century, which 
prepared fuch fcenes of blood and confufion. 


E 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Firjt Means of the Confpirators. 


I N order to crujb the wretch , in the fenfe of 
Voltaire, or to attain the deftru&iori of the 
altars of that God whofe worfhip had been taught 
by the Apoftles, nothing lefs could fuffice than the 
total fubje&ion of the public opinion, and the 
annihilation of the faith of all Chriltian nations. 
To annihilate it by force was above the ftrength 
of the rifing coalition. Force was only to be 
reforted to, when by a revolution in all religious 
ideas, things had been brought to that ftate, in 
which our Jacobin legiflators found them; or 
when, by incredulity, the courts the fenates the 
armies, in fine, men of all deferiptions, had been 
gained over to a fubmiffion, or blind confidence 
in their fophiftry. And indeed the neceflary 
growth of impiety and corruption, fuppofed too 
long a period, for Frederick or Voltaire ever to 
flatter themfelves with the hopes of feeing it *. 
It was then too early for them to grafp the fal- 
chion of the butchering Jacobin; nor muft we 
expeft, in the following pages, to read of guillo- 

* Letter of Frederick to Voltaire, 5th May 1767. 

tines. 
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tines, or forced requifitions in battle arrray, againft 
the altars of Chriftianity. 

In the beginning we fee their intrigues hidden, 
and without tumult; flow and tortuous, but more 
ihfldious from their fecrccy, more certain from 
their flownefs; the public opinion was to perilh; 
as it were, by inanition, before they dared lay 
the axe to the altar. And this mode of proceeding 
we find, is perfectly underftood by Frederick, when 
he writes to Voltaire, that to undermine the edifice 
in filence , is to oblige it to fall of it/elf*-, and frill 
better underftood by D’Alembert, when upbraid-, 
ing Voltaire with being too hafty, he fays, If 
mankind grows enlightened, it is becaufe we have the 
care to enlighten them by degrees -f. Convinced 
of the neceffity of this gradation, D’Alembert The En- 
bethought himfelf of the Encyclopedia, as the dupro-' 
grand means of philosophizing mankind, and cru/h- jefted. 
ing the wretch. His project is no fooner conceived, 
than enthufiaftically embraced by Diderot; and 
Voltaire animated their drooping courage more 
than once, by his conftant attention to the under-* 
taking. 

To judge of what amazing importance the Iu fnp _ 
fuccefs of this famous dictionary was to the con- ob- 
Ipiring chiefs, we muft be acquainted with the JeS ’ 
plan, the method of its execution, and how it was 

* »9th July 1775. t 31ft July 176a. 

E 3 to 
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to become the infallible agent of incredulity, and 
its moft powerful weapon in perverting the public 
Opinion, or overturning all the principles of Chrif- 
tianity. 

The Encyclopedia is at firft ulhered into the 
world as the aggregate, as the complete treafure 
of all human arts and fciences, of Religion, Divinity, 
Phyfics, Hiftory, Geography, Aftronomy or Com- 
merce; in a word, of whatever may conftitute a 
Science: of Poetry, Oratory, Grammar, Painting, 
Architecture, Manufactures, or of whatever can be 
the objeCt of ufeful or pleafing arts. This great 
work was to comprehend the very minutiae of dif- 
ferent trades, from the manufacturer to the labourer; 
it was of itfelf to be an immenfe library, andfupply 
the place of one. It was to be the work of men 
the moft fcicntific and the moft profound in every 
branch, that France could produce. The difeourfe 
in which it was announced by D’Alembert to all 
Europe, was written with fo much art, had been 
fo profoundly meditated and nicely weighed, the 
concatenation of the lcicnces and the progrefs of 
the human mind, appeared fo properly delineated; 
whatever he had borrowed from Bacon or Cham- 
bers on the filiation of ideas, fo perfectly difguifed; 
in fine, the plagiary fophiftcr had fo perfectly 
decked himfelf in the riches of others, that the 
profpectus of the Encyclopedia was looked upon 

as 
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as a mafterpiece, and its author as the mod pro- 
per perfon to prefide over fo ftupendous a work. 

Such were rheir mighty promifes, but promifes 
never intended to be fufilled; while, on the other 
fide, they had their fecret object, and that they 
were determined to accompliih. This was to 
convert the Encyclopedia into a vaft emporium 
of all the fophifms, errors or calumnies, which ever 
had been invented againft religion, from the firft 
fchools of impiety, until the day of their enter- 
prize; and thefe were to be fo artfully concealed, 
that the reader ihould infcnfibly imbibe the poifon 
without the lead fufpicion. To prevent difcovery 
the .error was never to be found where it might 
be fuppofed, religion was not only to be refpe&ed, 
but even fupported in all direft difcuflions, though 
fometimes the difcuffion is fo handled, that the 
7 obje&ion they fcem to refute, is more forcibly im- 
prefled on the mind of the reader. The more to 
impole on the unthinking, D’Alembert and Dide- 
rot artfully engaged feveral men of unblemifhed 
character to partake in this, vaft undertaking. 
Such was Mr. de Jeaucourt, a man of great learn-? 
ing and probity,. who has furnilhed a number of 
articles to the Encyclopedia: his name alone could 
have been thought a fufficient guarantee againft 
all the art and perfidy of its principles; in lhort, 
it was declared that all points of religion were to be 
. . E 4 difcuffed 


Its fecrtt 
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difcufled by divines, well known for their learning 
and orthodoxy. 

All this might have been true, and the work 
only prove the more perfidious, D’Alembert 
and Diderot referving to themfclves a three-fold 
refource to forward their Antichriftian Confpi- 
racy. 

Its means Their firft refource, was that of infinuating error 
and art. infidelity into thofe articles deemed the lead 
fufceptible of them ; fuch, for example, as Hiftory, 
or Natural Philofophy, even into Chemiftry and 
Geography, where fuch danger could not even have 
been furmifed. The fccond was that of references, 
an art fo precious, by which after having placed 
fome religious truths under the reader’s eye, he is 
tempted to feek further information in articles of 
a quite different caft. Sometimes the mere refe- 
rence was an epigram or a farcafm. They would, 
after having treated a religious fubjedt with’all pof- 
fible refpedl, (imply add, See the art. Prejudice, 
or Superstition, or Fanaticism; laftly, when 
our referring Sophifters feared this (hift could not 
avail them, they would not hefitate at falfifying and 
altering the difeuffion of a virtuous co-operator, 
or at adding an article Of their own, whofe ap- 
parent objedt was to defend, while the real was to 
refute what had already been written on the fub- 
jedfc. In fine, impiety was to be fufficiently veiled 

to 
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tp make it attractive, while it left place for 
* excule and fubterfuge. This was the peculiar 
art of our barking fophifter D’Alembert. Diderot, 
more daring, was at firft countenanced in the 
mad flights of hb impiety, but in cooler moments, 
his articles were to be reviled ; he was then to add 
fome apparent reftriCtion in favour of religion, 
fbme of thofe high-founding and reverential words, 
but which left the whole of the impiety to fubfifL 
If he was above that care, D’Alembert as fuper- 
vifor-general, took it upon himfelf. 

Peculiar care was to be taken in the red a ct i o n 
of the firft volumes, left the clergy or thofe 
men of prejudice, as they were called, fhould take 
the alarm. As they proceeded in the work they 
were to grow more bold, and if circumftances did 
not favor them, nor allow them to fay all they 
wifhed to fay, they were to refort to fupplemcnts, 
and to foreign editions, which would at the fame 
time render this dangerous work more common, 
and lefs coftly to the generality of readers. 

The Encyclopedia, perpetually recommended 
and cried up by the adepts, was to be a ftanding 
book in all libraries, and infenfibly the learned 
was to be converted into the Antichriftian world. 

If the project was well conceived, it was impoflible 
to fee one more faithfully executed. 

It is now our duty to lay before the reader, f roo f l# 
proofs firft as to the fact, fecondly as to the inten- 
tion. 
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As to the tion. For the firft, it will be fufficient to caft the 
***** eye on divers articles of this immenfe collection, 
efpecially where the principal tenets of Chrifti* 
anity, or even of natural religion are treated, and 
to follow them through the divers references the 
Sophifters have prepared for the reader. Wefhall 
find the exiftence of God, free agency, the fpiritu- 
ality of the foul, treated in the ftyle of a Chriftian 
philofophep, but a vide Demonstration, or a vide 
Corruption will be added, to pervert all that had 
been faidj and thofe articles to which D’Alembert 
and Diderot more particularly refer the reader, are 
exactly thole, where the doCtrine of the fceptic or 
the Spinofift, of the Fatalift or the Materialift, is 
chiefly inculcated. [See note at the end of the 
Chapter .] 

This cunning could not efcape thofe authors who 
wrote in the defence of religion*. But Voltaire 
reforting to calumny, in order to defend their 
Encyclopedia, will reptefent thefe authors as 
enemies of the date, as bad citizens f. Such, 
indeed, were his ufual weapons, and had he per- 
fectly fucceeded in deceiving people, it would have 
been fufficient to have examined his confidential 
correfpondence with the very authors of the work, 
to be convinced of the wickednefs of their inten- 
tions. 

• See RiligUn Vindicated y the writings of Gauchat, of 
Bergier, in our Helvian Letters. 

f 1 8th Letter to D’Alembert. 

At 
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At a hundred leagues from Paris, and not A* to the 
thwarted by the obftacles D’Alembert had to com- intenao ®* 
bat, he often complains, that the attacks are not 
fufficiently direft. He is often ruffled by certain 
reftriftions familiar to D’Alembert, and at length 
he breaks out on thofe put to the article Bayle. 
D’Alembert anfwers, “ This is an idle quarrel in- 
*.* deed, on Bayle’s Di£tionary. In the firft place, I 
« did not fay, happy would it have been bad be Jbovm 
“ more reverence to religion and morality. My 
<* phrafe is much more modeft : and befides, in 
** a curled country like this, where we arc wri- 
** ting, who does not know that fuch fentences 
“ are of mere form and only a cloak to the truths 
« additionally conveyed. Every one is aware of 
« that*.” 

During the time that Voltaire was fo much bu- 
lled with the articles he fo frequently fent to 
D’Alembert for the Encyclopedia, he often com- 
plains of his ihackles, and is unable to diilemble 
how much he defkes to attack religion openly, 
and writes, “ All that I am told about the articles 
“ of Divinity and Metaphyfics, grieves me to the 
“ heart ob bow cruel it is to print tbe very reverfe 
“ of wbat one thinks f.” But D’Alembert, more 
adroit, fenfible of the necefflty of thefe palliatives, 

*' left be fbould be looked upon as a madman by tboje 
“ be wifbed to convert ,” forefaw the day when he 

• 10th 0 &. 1764. f Let. of the 9th of Oft. 1755. 

could 
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could triumphantly anfwer, “ If mankind is fb 
“ much enlightened to-day, it is only becaufe we 
“ have had the precaution, or good fortune, to 
“ enlighten them by degrees 

When Voltaire had fent certain violent articles, 
under the name of the prieft of Laufanne, D’Alem- 
bert would immediately write, “ We lhall always 
“ receive with gratitude whatever comes from the 
“ fame hand. We only pray our heretic to draw 
“ in his claw a little, as in certain places he has 
“ fhown his fangs a little too much. This is the 
“ time for Jlepping back to make the better leap f.” 
And to fhow that he never loft fight of this maxim, 
he anfwers Voltaire’s animadverfions on the article 
Hell : “Without doubt we have feveral wretched 
“ articles in our divinity and metaphyfics, but with 4 
“ divines for cenfors and a privilege , I defy you to 
** make them better. There are articles lefs expofed 
“ where all isfet to rights again 

Can there be a doubt left of the precife and de- 
termined intention of' the Encyclopedifts, when 
Voltaire exhorts D’Alembert to fnatch the mo- 
ment, whilft the attention of government is drawn 
• off by other concerns. “ During this war with 
“ the parliament and the bijhops , the philofophers 
“ will have fine play. You have a fair opportunity 
“ of filing the Encyclopedia with thofe truths , that 

• i6thjuly 176a. 2 lit July 17J7. J Ibid. 
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*' we fbouldnot have dared utter twenty years ago 
Or when he writes to Damilaville, “ I can be con- 
“ cerned for a good dramatic performance, bat 
“ could be far more pleafed with a good philofo- 
n phical work that fhould for ever crufh the 
** wretch. I place all my hopes in the Encyclopedia f. M 
After fuch an avowal it would be ufelels to leek 
further proof, of this immenfe compilation being 
no other than the grand arfenal for all their fo» 
phifticated arms againft religion. 

Diderot more open, even in his ambulhes relu&ant- 
ly employed cunning. He does not hide how much 
he wifhed, boldly to inlert his principles, and his 
principles are explained when he writes, «* The age 
“ of Louis XIV. only produced two men worthy 
“ of co-operating to the Encyclopedia,” and thefc 
two men were Perault and Boindin, The .merits 
of the latter are more confpicuous than thofe of 
the former. Boindin, bom in 1676, had lately 
died a reputed A thrift, and had been refilled 
Chriftian burial. The notoriety of' his principles 
had (hut the French academy againft him, and with 
fuch tides he could not have foiled bring a worthy 
co-operator. 

Such then the object, fuch the intention of the 
confpiring authors. We fee by their own con* 
feflion, that they did not wifh to compile for 

• Let to D'Alembert, 13th Nov. 1756. 

f 33d May 1764, . 

fcience. 
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fcience, but to compile for incredulity j that it 
was not the advancement of arts they fought, but 
to fei?e the moment, when the attention of the 
ruling authorities were drawn off, to propagate their 
> impious calumnies againft religion. They hypo- 
critically utter fome few religious truths; they 
print the contrary of what they believed on Chrifti- 
anity, but only the better to coyer the fophifms 
they printed againft it. 

' Obftacles In fpite of all thole arts, men zealous for reli- 
ceftof'he 8* on > forcibly oppofed the work. The Dauphin 
Encyclo- in particular, obtained a temporary fufpenfxon of 
******* it ; and various were the rebuffs the authors met 
with. D’Alembert wearied, had nearly forfaken 
it, when Voltaire, fenfible of the importance of this 
firft tool of the confpiracy, roufed his drooping 
courage. He, far from abating, rather redoubled 
his efforts, alking for, and inceffantly fending frelh 
articles. He would extol perfeverance, he would 
(how D’Alembert and Diderot the ignominy and 
lhame redounding to their opponents *. He would 
urge them, conjure them by their friendlhip or in 
the name of philofophy to overcome their difguft, 
and not to be foiled in lb glorious an undertaking f; 

~ At length the Encyclopedia was brought to a 
conclufion, and it made its appearance under the 

• See his letters of the years 1755-6. 
t Letters of 5th Sept. 175*, 13th Nov. 1756, and parti- 
cularly of 8th Jan. 1757. . / 
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fan ftion of a public privilege. Triumphant in 
their fir ft ftep, the confpirators law in it but the 
forerunner of their future fuccefies againft re- 
ligion. 

Left any one Ihould doubt of the particular 
drift of this compilation ; the reader muft be in- 
formed of the co-operators choien by D’Alembert 
and Diderot, and that efpecially for the re- 
ligious part. Their firft divine was Raynal, a 
man juft expelled from the order of the Jefuits on 
account of his impiety, his chief and ftrongeft re- 
commendation to D’Alembert. Every one un- 
fortunately knows how much he verified the judge- 
ment of his former brethren, by his atrocious de- 
clamations againft Chriftianity } but few are ac- 
quainted with the anecdote of his expulfion from 
among the co-operators, and that conne&s his ftory 
with that of another divine, who, without being 
impious himfelfj had been unfortunately drawn into 
the company of the Sophifters. 

This was the Abbe Yvon, an odd metaphyfician, 
but an inoffenfive and upright man ; often in ex- 
treme indigence, and living by his pen, when he 
thought he could do it with decency. In the fim- 
plicity of his heart he had written ’The Defence of 
the Abbe de Prades. I have heard him aJTert that 
not a fingle error could be found in that work, 
and on the firft argument give up the point. With 
the fame fimplicity I have heard him relate, by 

what 
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what means he had co-operated to tfie Encyclopedia. 
«* I was in want of money, (faid he)} Raynal 
•** met me and pcrfuaded me to write a few articles, 
** promifing me a good reward, I acceded, and 
,c my work delivered at RaynaPs ft tidy, I received 
“ twenty-five Louis-d’ors. Thinking myfelf very 
x “ well paidv I imparted my good fortune to one 
“ of the bookfellers'employed for the Encyclope- 
“ dia, who feemed much furprifed that the arti- 
“ cles furnilhed by Raynal, fliould not be his own. 
f * He was furious at the trick he furmifcd. A few 
“ days after I was fent for to the office ; and Ray- 
“ nal, who had received a thoiifand crowns for his 
“ pretended work, was obliged to refund me the 
“ hundred Louis-d’ors he had kept for himfelf.” 

This anecdote will not furprife thole who are 
acquainted with RaynaPs plagiary talents. His 
impiety was not fufficient to prevent his difmif- 
fion, but it preferved him within the pale of the 
fraternal embrace. 

I muft add, that the articles on God and on the 
Soul, furnilhed by the Abbe Yvon, are exactly 
thofe which grieved Voltaire to the heart, and for 
which, D’Alembert and Diderot were obliged to 
have recourfe to their art of references. 

The third divine, or as D’Alembert ftyles him 
the fecond, for he never dared mention Yvon 
to Voltaire, was the Abbe de Prades, obliged to 
fly. to Pruffia, on his attempt -to impofe on the 

Sorbonnc 
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Sorbonne in advancing his own impious propofi- 
tions for thofc of religion. It was the cunning of 
this thefis which had milled the Abbe Yvon, but 
foon difeovered, the parliament took it up. The 
author, neverthelels, was put under the protection 
of the King of Pruffia, by Voltaire and D’Alcm- ' 
bert *. 

We alfo owe to the memory of De Prades to re- 
peat, what his proteCtors would willingly conceals 
that three years after, he publicly retraCted all his 
errors in a declaration figned the 6th of April 
1754, bewailing his intimacy with the Sophifters, 
adding, that me life could not Juffice to weep his paft 
conduct f : he died in 1782. 

Another of their divines was the Abbe Morelet, 
a man precious to Voltaire and D’Alembert, who 
playing on his name called him the Abbe Mord-les 
(bite them), becaufe under pretence of attack- 
ing the Inquifitioo, he had fallen on (bitten) the 
church with all his might £. 

Should we enumerate the lay writers who co- 
operated in this work, we fhould find for worfe. 
But we will only mention the famous Dumarfois, at 
the fame time fo infamous, that the public autho- 

* Correfpondence of Voltaire and D’Alembert, let. 2 
and 3. 

f Feller’* Hift. Di£t. 

t Correfpondence of D’Alembert, No. 65 and 96 : Let. to 
Thiriot,. 26th Jan. 1762. 

Vol. I. F rities 
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rities were obliged to interfere and dcftroy a fchool 
he had formed, folely to imbibe his pupils with 
the venom of his impiety. This unfortunate man 
alfo retraced his errors, but only on his death-bed. 
The choice of this man's pen, fh.ows what co-ope- 
rators D'Alembert fought. 

Far be it from me, to confound, in this clals,fuch 
men as M. de Formey or Jaucourt, particularly the 
latter, to whom, as we have already laid, they were 
indebted for many articles. The only reproach 
we can make him, is that he Ihould have continued 
his labours, after he either did or Ihould have feen 
the drift of that vaft compilation, where inter- 
mixed with his toils, lay all the fophifms and ca- 
lumnies impiety could invent. 

Excepting thefe two men, we may nearly com- 
prehend the reft of the Encyclopedian writers, in 
'the following pi&ure, drawn by Diderot himfelf. 

“ All that deteftable crew, who, though perfectly 
“ ignorant, valued themfelves on knowing every ' 
“ thing, who feeking to diftinguilh themfelves by‘ 
" that vexatious univerfality they pretended to, 

“ fell upon every thing, jumbled and fpoiled all, 

“ and converted this pretended digeft of fcience 
<c into a gulpb, or rather, a Jort of rag-bajket , where 
u they fromijcuoujly threw every thing half examined, 

“ HI * digefied , good, bad , ' and indifferent, but al~ 

** ways incoherent .” What a precious avowal as 
to the intrinftiC; merit of their work -, eipecially 

after 
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after what he fays as to their views, in defcribing 
the pains they had taken, the torments it had pat 
them to, the art it had required to inGnuate what 
they dared not openly write againft prejudices 
(religion), in order to overthrow them without 
being perceived *. 

In fine, all thefe follies of the rag-dealers, con- 
tributed to the bulk and accelerated the appear- 
ance of the volumes j the chiefs carefully in- 
ferting, in each volume, what could promote the 
grand objedt. At length terminated, all the 
trumpets founded, and the journals of the party 
teemed with the praifes of this literary achieve- 
ment. The learned themfelves were duped. 

Every one would have an Encyclopedia. Nume- 
rous were the editions, of all Gzes and prices, but 
under the pretence of correfting, greater bold- 
nefs was affumed. About the time, when the A ncw- 
antichrifHan revolution was nearly accomplifhed, 
appeared The Encyclopedia ly order of Matter . 

When it was firft undertaken, fome deference 
was ftill paid to religion. A man of eminent 
merit, Mr. Bergier, a canon of Paris, thought it 
incumbent on him to yield to the pre fling folici- 
tations of his friends, left the part treating of reli- 
gion, (hould fall into die hands of its greatefl ene- 
mies. What was eafy to forefee came to pafs. 

* The text in the original is far more extenfive, where 
Diderot treats of the deficiencies of the Encyclopedia, but not 
having it at hand, we quote from Feller’s Hid. Dift. art. 
Diderot. 

F 2 The 
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The name of a man, who had combated the im- 
pious works of a Voltaire or a Rouffeau, naturally 
ferved as a cloak to this new digeft, ftyled Tbe 
Encyclopedia methodifed. This was on the eve of 
the French revolution, fo that the petty infidels 
charged with the work, kept no further bounds 
with regard to religion. This new work is more 
completely impious than the former, notwithftand- 
ing fome excellent tracts of Mr. Bergier and of 
fbme others; and thus the Sophifters of the day 
perfected the firft tool of the Antichriftian confpi- 
rators. 


Devices 
of the 
Encyclo- 
pedia on 
the ar- 
ticle 
God* 


Note referred to in Page 58. 

Look for the article God (Geneva edition) and you will 
find very found notions, together with the dire#, phyfical 
and metaphyfical demonftration of his exigence ; and indeed 
under fuch an article it would have been too manifeft to have 
broached any thing even bordering on Atheifm, Spinofifm, 
or Epicurifm ; but the reader is referred to the article 
Demonstration, and there all the phyfical and meta- 
phyfical cogent arguments for the exigence of a God difappe&r . 
We are there taught, that all diredt demonfirations fufpofe tbe 
idea of infinitude, and that Jiicb an idea cannot be of tbe clear efi 9 
either for tbe Naturalift or tbe Metaphyfician . This in a word 
deftroys all confidence the reader had in the proofs adduced 
of the exigence of God. There again, they are pleafed to 
tell you, that a fingle infedt, in the eyes of the philofopher, 
more forcibly proves tbe exiftence of a God, than all tbe meta- 
fbyftcal arguments whatever (ibid.) ; but you are then referred 
to Corruption, where you learn how much you arc to 
beware of aflerting in apofitivc manned, that corruption can 

never 
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never beget animated bodies, and that fuch a prododion of 
anima te d bodies by corruption, feems to be countenanced by 
daily experiments; and it is from thefe experiments precifely, 
that the Atheifts conclude, that the exigence of God is un- 
necessary, either for the creation of man or animals. Pre- 
poflefled by thefe references, againft the exigence of God, let 
the reader. turn to the articles of Excyclofidia and 
Epicurism. In the former he will be told, that there is 
ne being in nature that can be called the firft or loft, and that a 
machine infinite in every way muft necejfarily be the Deity . In the 
latter the atom r is to be the Deity . It will be the primary 
caufe of all things, by whom and of whom, every thing is, 
a&ive, eflentially of itfelf, alone unalterable , alone eternal , alone 
immutable ; and thus the reader will be infenfibiy led from 
the God of the Gofpel to the heathenilh fi&ions of an Epi- 
curus or of a Spinoia. 

The fame cunning is to be found in the article of the On the 
Soul. When the Sophiiters treat dire&ly of its efience they article 
give the ordinary proofs of its fpirituality and ef its immorta* ^ ^ 
lity. They will even add in the article Brutx, that the 0UL# 
foul cannot be fuppofed material , nor can the brute be reduced 
to the quality of a mere machine , without running the hazard of 
making of man an Automaton. And under Natural Law 
we read, that if the determinations of man, or even his ofcil- 
larions, arife from any thing material, extraneous to his foul* 
there will he neither good nor evil , neither jsfi nor unjufi, neither 
obligation nor right • Then referred to the article Locks, 
in order to do away all this conference, we are told that 
it is of no importance whether matter thinks or not , for what is 
that to juftice or injufiice , to the immortality of the foul and to 
all the truths of the fyftem, whether political or religious; the 
reader, enjoying the liberty and equality of his reafon, is 
left in doubt with regard to the fpirituality, and no longer 
knows whether he fhould not think himfelf all matter. But 
jie will decide when, under the article Animal, he finds 

F 3 that 
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that life and animation are only phyfical properties of matter , and 
left he (hould think himfelf debafed by his refembling a plant 
or an 'animal, to confole him in his fall, they will tell him, 
article Encyclopedia and Animal, that the only dif- 
ference between certain vegetables , and animals fucb as us, is, 
that they Jleep and that we wake, that we are animals that feel, 
and that they are animals that feel not ; and flill further in the 
article Animal, that the foie difference between a ftock and 
a man, is, that the one ever falls, while the latter never falls 
after the fame manner . After perufing thefe articles bona fide, 
the reader muft be infeniibly drawn into the vortex of mate- 
rialifm. 

On the * n treat * n f> Liberty or free agency, we find the fame 

article artifice. When they treat of it diredtly, they will fay. 

Liber- “ Take away liberty, all human nature is overthrown, and 
1 y * “ there will be no trace of order in fociety — Recompenfe 

* € will be ridiculous, and chaftifement unjuft.~ The ruin of 
tg liberty carries with it, that of all order, of police, and 
“ legitimates the moft monftrous crimes — So monftrous a 
“ do&rine is not to be debated in the fchools, but punilhed 
** by the magiftrates, &c. Oh, Liberty ! they exclaim. Oh, 
u Liberty, gift of heaven ! Qh, Liberty of ail ion ! Oh, Liberty 
“ of thought! thou alone art capable of great things.” [Sr* 
articles Authority ^^Preliminary Discourse.] 
But at the article Chance (fortuit) all this liberty of aftion 
and of thought is only a power that cannot be exercifed, that 
tannot be known by aflual exereije ; and Diderot at the article 
Evidence pretending to fupport liberty will very properly 
fay, “ This concatenation of caufes and effedh fuppofed by 
“ the philofophers, in order to form ideas reprefenting the 
f * f mechanifm of the Univerfe, is as fabulous as the Tritons 

“ and the Naiads.” But both him and D'Alembert will 
defcant again on that concatenation, and returning to 
Chance (fortuit ), will tell us " That though it is imfer- 
•* ctptible, it is not the let real, that it conned all things 

a ia 


Digitized by CjOOQie 



THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 

<* in nature, that all events depend ms it; juR as the wheels of 
(<A the watch, as to their motion, depend on each other : that 
“ from the firft moment of our exigence, we are by nn meant 
“ mafttrs of mar motions ; that were there a thou (and worlds 
u fimilar to this, and fimultaneoufly exiRing, governed by 
“ the fame laws, every thing in them would be done in the 
“ fame way ; and that man in virtue of tbefi Jam lames, monoid 
** perform at the fame infants of time , the Jam odious , in each 
** one of thefe worlds.” This will naturally convince, the 
uninformed reader, of the chimera of fuch a liberty or free 
agency, which cannot be exercifed. Not content with this, 
Diderot at the article Fatality, after a long diHertation 
on this concatenation of caufes , ends by faying, that it cannot 
be contefied either in the pbyjtcal world, for in the moral and 
intellectual world . Hence what becomes of that liberty without 
which there no longer exiRs juft or unjuft, obligation or right. 

Thefe examples .will fufficc to convince the reader of the 
truth of what we have aliened, as to the artful policy with 
which the Encyclopedia had been digeRed ; they will ibow 
with what cunning its authors fought to fpread the principles 
of Atheifin, Matenalifm and Fataldin, in fine, every error 
incompatible with that religion, for which they profefled fo 
great a reverence at their outlet. 


F 4 , ' CHAP. 


7 1 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



7* THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 


CHAP. V. 

Second means of the Confpirators. — The Extinction of 
the Jefuits. 

T HE hypocrify of Voltaire and D’Alembert, 
had triumphed over every obftacle. They 
had fo perfectly fucceeded in their abufe on every 
perfbn who dared oppofe the Encyclopedia, re- 
prefenting them as barbarians and enemies to li- 
terature i they had found fuch powerful fupport 
during the fucceflive miniftries of D’Argenfon, 
Choifeul and Malefherbes, that all the oppofition of 
the great Djauphin, of the clergy and of the religi- 
ous writers, could not avail, and this impious digeft 
was in future to be looked upon as a neceflary 
work. It was to be found in every library, whe- 
ther at home or abroad, it was always to be refer- 
red to. From thence the fimple mind in queft of 
fcicnce, was to imbibe the poifon of incredulity, 
and the Sophifter was to be furnifhed with afms 
General againft Chriftianity. The confpirators, though 
thecoiu P roU( * £ bcir firft invention, could not difTemble, 
fpirators that there exifted a fet of men whofe zeal, whofe 
rious*or-* learning, whofe weight and authority, might one 
3er». day counteract their undertaking. The church 

/ was 
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was defended by her bilhops and all the lower 
clergy. They had, moreover, numerous orders 
of religious, always ready to join the fcculars for 
her defence in the caufe of Chriftianity. But be- 
fore we treat of the means employed for the de- 
ftru&ion of thefe defenders of the faith, we mull fhow 
the plan formed by Frederick, whence they re- 
folved on the deftrudlion of the Jefuits, as the firft 
ftep towards dilmanding the church, the deftru&ion 
of her bilhops and of her different orders of 
priefthood. 

In the year 1743, Voltaire had been lent on Frede- 
lecret fervice to the court of Pruflia and among * t0 
his diipatches from Berlin, we find the follow 
ing writen to the minifter Amelot. “ In the laft church. 
“ interview I had with his Prulfian majefty, 1 fpoke 
“ to him of a pamphlet that appeared in Hol- 
“ land about fix weeks back, in which the fecula- 
“ rization of ecclefiaftical principalities in favour 
** of the Emperor and Queen of Hungary, was 
“ propofed as the means of pacification for the Em- 
“ pire. I told him that I could wifh, with all my 
ft heart, to fee it take place ; that what was Casfar’s 
u was to be given to Caefar j that the whole bufi- 
“ nefs of the church was to fupplicate God and 
** the princes •, that by his inftitution, the Bene- 
<f didline would have no claim to fovereignty, and 

that this decided opinion of mine, had gained me 
** many enemies among the clergy. He owned 

“ that 
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“ that the pamphlet bad been printed by his orders. 
, «* He hinted that he fhould not diflike to be one 
u of thofe kings, to whom the clergy would con- 
“ fcientioufly make reftitution, and that he fhould 
** not be forry to embellilh Berlin with the goods 
*« of the church. This is moll certainly his grand 
“ objedt, and he means only to make peace, when 
“ he fees the poflibility of accoinplifhing it. It 
“ is in your breaft, to prudently profit of this his 
** fecret plans, which he confided to me alone 
Effeft of It was at this period that the court of Lewis 
a***!* 111 began to be overrun with minifters, who 
court of thought on religious matters, like a Voltaire or a 
VeriaiUes Jr rcdcrick. They had no ecckfiaftical ftates, 
no ecckfiaftical eledtors to pillage, but the pof- 
leffions of the numerous religious orders difperfed 
■ through France, could fatiate their rapacity, and 
they conceived that the plan of Frederick, could 
be equally lucrative to France. The Marquis 
D’Argenfon, counfellor of ftate and minifter of fo- 
reign affairs, was the great patron of Voltaire. 
D’Argen- It was he who adopted all his ideas, and formed 
Ton’s plan. ^ p[ an f or t h e deftrudtion of all religious orders 
in France. The progrefs of the plan was to be 
flow and fucdcflive, left it Ihould fpread the alarm. 
They were to begin with thofe orders that were 
lead numerous, they were to render the entrance 
into religion more difficult, and the time of their 

• General correfpondence, 8th OA. 1743. 
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profeffions was to be delayed until that age, when 
people are already engaged in fome other date of 
life. The poffeffions of the fupprcflcd wSPSrt- 
fully to be adapted to fome pious ufe, or united 
to the epifcopal revenues. Time was to do away 
all difficulties, and the day was not far off, when, 
as lord paramount, the fovereign was to put in his 
claim to all that belonged to the fuppreifed orders, 
even to what had been united, for the moment, to 
the fees of the bifhops ; the whole was to be 
added to his domains. 

That the French miniftry often changed, but 
that the plans of the cabinet never did and that 
it always watched the favorable opportunity, was 
the remark of a (hrewd and obferving legate. The 
plan, for the deftru&ion of religious orders, had 
been made by D’Argenfon, in the year 1745, 
though forty years after it lay on the chimney- 
piece of Maurepas, then prime minifter. I owe 
this anecdote to a perfbn of the name of Bevis *, a 
learned Benedi&ine, and in fuch high repute with ‘ 
Maurepas, that he often preffed him to leave his 
hood, promifing him preferment as a fecular. 

1 The Benediftine refufedfuch offers, and it was not 
without furprife, that he heard Maurepas tell him, 
in preffing him to accept his offer, that Jeculariza- 
tion would one day be bis lot ; he then gave him 
D’ Argenjori s plan, which had long been followed 
and would, foon be accomplifhed. 

* He is at prefent in London. 

Avarice 
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Avarice alone could not have fuggefted this 
plan, as the mendicant orders, as well as the more 
wealthy, were equally to be dcftroyed. 

It would have been nugatory to attempt the ex- 
ecution before the Encyclopedian fophifters had 
prepared the way ; it was therefore dormant many 
years in the ftate offices at Vcrfailles. In the 
mean time the Voltarian miniftry, foftering up in- 
fidelity, pretended to ftrike, while they fecretly 
fupported the fophiftical tribe. They forbid 
Voltaire the entrance of Paris, while in amaze - 
ment be*receives a Jcroll of the king , confirming his 
penfion, which had been fuppreffed twelve years be- 
fore* l He carries on his correlpondence with the 
adepts, under the covers and the very feal of the 
firft fecretaries and of the minifters themfclves, 
who were perfedtly converfant with all his impious 
plans f. It was this very part of the Antichriftian 
Confpiracy that Condorcet was wont to defcribc 
when he fays : <c Often a government would re- 
** ward the philofopher with one hand, whilft 
** with the other it would pay his flandererj 
** would profcribe him, while they were proud of 
“ the foil that had given him birth ; punilhed 
“ him for his opinions, but would have blulhed 
“ not to have partaken of them J.” 

* Let. to Damilaville, 9th Jan. 1762. 

f Let. to Marmontel, 13th Aug. 1760. 

) Condorcei’s Sketch on Hiftory, 9th Epoch. 

This 
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This perfidious underftanding between the mi- ChoifemI** 
nifters of his moft Chriftian Majcfty, and the An- 
tichriftian Confpirators, haftened their progrefs, 
when the moft impious and moft defpotic of mi- (ten. 
nifters, judged that the time was come when the 
deciGve blow could be ftruck. This minifter was 
the Duke of Choifeul ; during the whole time of 
his power he was the feithful adept and admirer of 
Voltaire, who fays : u Don’t fear oppofmon from 
“ the Duke of Choifeul ; I repeat it, I don’t mif- 
f ‘ lead you, he will be proud of ferving you * or 

to Marmontel, *« We have been a little alarmed 
“ by certain panics, but never was fright fo un- 
“ founded. The Duke de Choifeul and Mad. de 
“ Pompadour know the opinions of the uncle and 
4t of the niece. You may fend any thing without 
“ danger.” In fine, he was fo fecure in the duke’fe 
protection againft the Sorbonne and the church, 
that he would exclaim, “ The miniftry of France 
“ for ever ; long live the Duke de Choifeul f .” 

This confidence of the premier chief was well 
placed in Choifeul, who had adopted and taken up 
all the plans of D’Argenfon. The miniftry prog- Refolve* 
nofticated a great fource of riches to the ftate, in 
the deftru&ion of the religious, though many of of the Je- 
them did not feek in that, the dcftruClion of reli- 
gion j they even thought fome of them neceflary withtEem. 

* Let. to D’Alembert, No. 68, anno 1760. 

f Let. to! Marmontel, 13th Aug. 1760, and 2d Sept. 1767. 

and 
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larly divines, who immediately combated any er- 
ror, that might fpring up in the church. Latterly 
they were chiefly engaged in France againft the 
Janfenifts and Sophifters, and it was their zeal in 
the defence of the church, that made the King 
of Pruflia ftyle them the Tbe Life-guards of the 
Pope *. 

Opinion When fifty French prelates, cardinals, arch- 
biihops bifhops or bifhops, aflembled, were confulted by 
on the Louis XV. on the propriety of deftroying the 
Jefuits. or( j crj exprefsly anfwered: ** The Jefuits 
“ are of infinite fervice to us in our diocefes, 
“ whether for preaching or the direction of the 
" faithful, to revive, preferve and propagate faith 
** and piety, by their millions, congregations and 
“ fpiritual retreats, which they make with our ap- 
“ probation, and under our authority. For thefe 
** • reafons we think, Sire, that to prohibit them 
** from inftrufting, would cflentially injure our 
<{ diocefes, and that it would be dilficult to re- 
“ place them with equal advantage in the inftruc- 
** tion of youth, and more particularly fo, in thofe 
“ provincial towns where there are no univerfi- 
« ties f.” 4 

Such in general was the idea entertained of them 
in all Catholic countries ; it is eflential to the read- 
er to be acquainted with it, that he Bug& under- 

* Let. of the King of Prn£ia to Voltaire, No. 154, anno 
*767. f Opinion of the Bilhops, 1761. 

Hand 
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ft and of what importance their definition was to 
the Sophiflers. At the time, the Janfenifls had the 
honor of it, and indeed they were very ardent in 
the fuccefs. But the Duke de ChoifeuI, and 
the famous courtezan La Marquife de Pompa- 
dour, who then held the deftiny of France, under 
the fhadow and in the name of Louis XV, were 
not more partial to the Janfenifls than to the Je- 
fuits. Both confidants of Voltaire, they were 
confequently initiated in ail the myfleries of the 
Sophiflers*, and Voltaire, as he fays himfelfi 
would willingly have feen all the Je/uits at the lot - 
tom of the feat each with a Janfenift bung to bis 
neck f. 

The Janfenifls were nothing more than the 
hounds employed in the general hunt by ChoifeuI, 
the Marquife de Pompadour and the Sophiflers. 
The Minifter, fpurred on by his impiety, the 
marquife, wifhing to revenge the infult, as fhc cal- 
led it, received from Pere Sacy a Jefuit. This 
father had refiifed her the facraments, unlefs by 
quitting the court, fhe would in fome fort atone 
for the public fcandal fhe had given, by her coha- 
bitation with Louis XV. But if we judge by 
Voltaire’s letters, they neither of them needed 
much Emulation, as they both had always been 
gyeat proteftors of the Sophiflers, and the mini- 

• Let. of Voltaiteto Maraontel, 13th Aug. 1760. 

♦ Let. to Chabanon. 

G ftcr 
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fter had always favored their intrigues as far as he 
could, confiftently with circumftances and poli- 
tics *. The following pages will fhow thefe in- 
trigues, and we (hall begin by D’Alembert, who 
D’Alem- writes in the moft fanguine manner on their future 
avowal viftory over the Jefuits, and on the immenfe 
deft the ' r advanta g es t0 der * ved t0 confpiracy by 
tion. their downfall. “ You are perpetually repeating, 
“ Crujh the wretch ; for G,od’s fake let it fall head- 
“ long of itfelf ! Do you know what Aft rue fays ? 
“ It is not the Janfenifts that are killing the Je- 
** fuits, but the Encyclopedia. Yes, zounds ! it 
is the Encyclopedia, and that is not unlikely. 
<c This fcoundrel of an Aftruc is a fecond Pafquin, 
“ he fometimes fays good things. For my part I 
“ fee every thing in the brighteft colours : I fbre- 
u fee the Janfenifts naturally dying off the next 
“ year, after having ftrangled the Jefuits this ; 
“ toleration eftablifhed, the Proteftants recalled, 
“ the priefts married, confeflion abolifhed, and 
" fanaticifm (religion) crujhed , and all this without 
* c its even being perceived j\” , 

The very words of the confpirators fhow what 
part they had in the deftruftion of the Jefuits. 
They were the true caufe j we fee what advantage 
they hoped to reap from it ; they had kindled the 
, hatred, they had procured the death warrant. The 

* Let. from Voltaire to Marmontel, 21 Aug. 1767. 

Let. 100. 

Janfenifts 
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Janfcnifts were to ferve the confpirators, bat fall 
thcmfelves, when no more wanted. The Cal- 
vinifts were to be recalled, but only to perifh in 
their turn. To ftrike at the whole Chriftian re- 
ligion was their aim, and impiety with its fophif- 
ters, was folely to range throughout the unbelieving 
world.- 

D’Alembert (miles at the blinded parliaments, 
leconding with all their power the plans of the 
confpirators. It is in this idea he writes to Vol- 
taire : “ The laugh is no longer on the fide of the 
** Jefuits, fince they have fallen out with the 
“ philofbphers ; at prefcnt they are at open waf 
. M with the parliament, who find that the fociety 
c< of Jefus is contrary to human fociety. This 
" fame fociety of Jefus finds on its fide, that the 
“ order of the parliament is not within the order 
" of thofe who have common fenfe, and pbilofo- 
" pby would decide that both the fociety of Jefus 
“ and the parliament are in the right Or again, 
when he writes to Voltaire : “ The evacuation of 
“ the college of Louis le Grand (the Jefuits Col- 
“ lege at Paris) is of more importance to us 
“ than that of Martinico. Upon my word this is 
“ becoming ierious, and the people of the parlia- 
“ ment don’t mince the matter. They think they 
“ are fefving religion, while they are forwarding , 

• Letter 98, 1761. 

G a “ reafon 
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" reafon without the leaft Jufpicion. They are 
“ the public executioners, who take their orders 
tc from pbilofopby without knowing it Wrapped 
up in his idea, when he fees the Encyclopedian 
commands nearly executed, he openly avows the 
cauie of his revenge ; he even implores Heaven, 
lelt his prey ftiould efcape him. “ Philofophy 
“ (fays he) is on the eve of being revenged of 
“ the Jefuits, but who will avenge it of the other 
** fanatics. Pray God, dear brother, that reafon 
** may triumph even in our days f.” 

And this day of triumph comes, he proclaims 
the long-concerted exploit : ** At length, he cries, 
«* on the fixth of next month, we fhall be deli— 
** vered from all thatjefuitical rabble, but will rea- 
** fon for that, have gained, or the wretch have loft 
“ ground J.” 

Thus we fee, under this fhocking^ formula, the 
deftru&ion of Chriftianity is linked with that of 
the Jefuits. D’Alembert was fo much convinced of 
the importance of their triumph over that order, 
that hearing one day of Voltaire’s pretended grati- 
tude to his former mafters, he immediately wrote 
to him, “ Do you know what I was told yefter- 
" day, that you began to pity the Jefuits, that 
" you was almoft tempted to write in their favor, 
" as if it were poifible to intereft any one in fa- 

* Let. 100. f Let. 90, anno 1761. f Let. ioz. 

« vor 
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w vor of people, on whom you have call fo much 
“ ridicule. Believe me, let us have no human weak - 
** nefs. Let the Janfenitical rabble rid us of the 
“ Jefuitical, and do not prevent one fpider from 
“ devouring another*.” 

Nothing was lefs founded than this alarm, Vol- Avowal 
taire was not the writer of the conclufions drawn 
by the Attorney-Generals of the Parliament, as 
D’Alembert had been informed, who himfelf had 
been the author of Mr. de la Chalotais, the mod 
artful and virulent piece that appeared againft the 
Jefuits. Voltaire however was not lefs a&ive in 
compofing and circulating memorials againft 
them f- 

If he fufpedted any great perfonage of protedfc- 
ing the Jefuits, he would write and ufe his utmoft 
endeavours to diffuade them. It was for that he 
wrote to the Marefchal de Richelieu, *« I have 
“ been told, my Lord, that you had favored the 
“ Jefuits at Boutdeaux. Try to deftroy whatever 
“ influence they may have J.” Thus again he did 
not blufh to upbraid Frederick himfelf, with having 
offered an afylum to thefe unfortunate vidtims of 
their plots j|. Full as rancorous as D’Alembert, 
he would exprCfs his joy at their misfortunes in the 
fame grofs abufe, and his letters fhow with what 

* Let. 15th of Sept. 1762. 

■f- Let. to the Marquis D’Argence de Dirac, 26th Feb. 

1762. t Let. of the 27th Nov. 1761. || 5th Nov. 1773. 

G 3 adepts 
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% ' 

adepts he (hared it. “ I rejoice with my brave 

‘ c 'chevalier (he would write to the Marq. de Viellc- 

« ville) on the expulfion of the Jefuits ; Japan 

“ led the way in driving out thofe knavis of Loy- 

“ ola 5 China followed the example of Japan, and 

«* France and Spain have imitated the Chinefc. 

« Would to God that all the monks were fwept . 

“ from the face of the earth, they are no better 

ft than thofe knaves of Loyola. If the Sorbonne 

** was fuffered to aft, it would be worfe than the 

«* Jefuits. ' One is furrounded with monfters : we 

“ embrace our worthy chevalier, and exhdrt him 

** to conceal his march from the enemy 

What examples does the philofophift of Ferney . 
adduce ! The cruelties of a Taikofama, who, in 
expelling and crucifying the miflionary Jefuita, 
alfo murders .thoufands and thoufands of his fub- • 
jefts, in order to irradicate Chriftianity. The 
Chinefe, lefs violent indeed, but with whom every 
perfccution againft the milfionaries, has always 
been followed or preceded by a prohibition to 
preach the gofpel. Can the man build upon fuch 
. authorities, without forming the fame with ? 

It is to be remarked that Voltaire dares not cite 
the example of Portugal or of its tyrant Car- 
valho f. The truth is, that with the reft of 

Europe, 

• 27th April, 1767. 

f I have feen well-informed perfons, who thought that the 
perfccution in Portugal was not entirely unconnected with 

the 
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Europe, he is obliged to confefs, that the conduft 
of this minifter in Portugal, with regard to the' 
Father Malagrida and the pretended confpiracy of 
the Jefuits, was the Jummit of ridicule and the excefs 
of horror *. 

It is alfo worthy of remark, that the confpiring 
Sophifters fpared no pains to throw the odium of 
the afiafiination of Louis XV. on the Jefuits, and 
more particularly Damilaville, whom Voltaire 
anfwers in the following manner : w My brethren, 
** you may eafily perceive that I have not fptored 
“ the Jefuits. But pofterity would revolt againft 
** me in their favor, were I to accule them of a 
* f crime of which all Europe and Damien has 
« cleared them. I fhould debafe myfelf into the 


* the confpiracy of the Sophifters. That it was only a firft 
cilay of what might be afterwards attempted againft the 
whole body. This might be. The politics and power of 
Choileul and the c ha rafter of Carvalho, could add weight to 
this opinion. I candidly confefs I have no proof of their 
fecret co-operations ; and belides, the ferocious wickednefs of 
Carvalho, has been fet in fo Itrong a light, he was the mur- 
derer and jailor of fo many viftims declared innocent by the 
decree of the 8th of April 1771, that it would be ufelefs to 
. feek any other ftimulator than his own heart, in that (hock, 
ing-feries of cruelties which diftinguiihed his miniftry. Set 
the Memoirs and Anecdotes of the Mar f. of Pomhal. ‘The Difcourf t 
an ‘Hiftory by the Comte D'Albon . 

* Voltaire’s Age of Louis XV. chap. 33. 

G 4 “ vile 
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“ vile echo of the JanfeniJts , were I to (peak 
“ otberwife 

Notwithftanding the incoherency in their ac- 
cufations againft the Jefuits, D’Alembert, certain 
of Voltaire’s zeal in this warfare, fends him his 
fretended biftory of thefe Religious; a work, of 
whole hypocrify, his own pen is the bell guarantee, 
when he (peaks of it as a means for the grand 
objedt. “ I recommend this work to your pro- 
“ tedtion (he writes to Voltaire), I really believe 
** it will be of fervice to the common caufe, and 
“ that fuperflition notwithftanding the many bows 
“ I pretend to make before it, will not fare the 
“ better for it. Was I, like you, far frpm Paris, 
« to give it a found tbrefhing , I would certainly do 
** it, with all my heart, with all my foul,- with aH 
« my ftrength, infine, as they tell us, we are to love 
« God. But, placed as I am , I mfl content myfelf 
with giving a few fillips, apologizing for the 
“ great liberty taken, and I do not think but what 
“ I have hit it off pretty well f.” 

Could the reader for a moment forget his 
indignation at the profligacy of the ftyle, would 
not the hypocrify, the profound diflimulation, of 
which thefe Sophifters fpeak fo lightly, route it 
anew; -if. the annals of hiftory Ihould ever be 
co m p ulle a, it would be in vain to feek a conlpi- 

• Let. to Damilaville, 2d Marsh, 1763. 
f 3d January, 1765, 

racy 
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racy whofc intrigues, whofe cunning was of a 
deeper hue, and that from its own confcflion. 

As to Frederick, during the whole of this Avowal 
warfare, his conduct is fo lingular, that his words ^ oge 
alone can give a proper idea of it. He would condud 
call the JefuitS, The life-guards of the court of Rome, ^^ rcde * 
the grenadiers of Religion ; and as fuch hated them, 
and triumphed with the reft of the confpirators in 
their defeat. But he alfo beheld in them a body 
of men ufeful and even neceflary to his ftate j as fuch 
he fupported them feveral years after their deftruc- 
tionj was deaf to the repeated lolicitadons of Vol- 
taire and his motley crew. One could be almoft 
tempted to think he liked them ; he openly writes 
to Voltaire, “ I have no reafon to complain of 
“ Ganganelli, he has left me my dear Jefuits, 

€f who are the obje&s of univerfal perfecution. 

“ I will preferve a feed of fo precious and un- 
“ common a plant, to fumilh thole who may wilh 
“ to cultivate it hereafter*.” He would even 
enter in a fort of juftification, with Voltaire, on his 
condutt, fo oppolke to the views of the party. 

** However muqh a heretic, and Hill more an infi- 
*« del, fays he, I have preferved that order after 
“ a falhion, and for the following reafons : 

“ Not one Catholic man of letters is to be 
<* found in thefe regions, except among the 

\ • 7th July, 1770. 

«« Jefuits. 
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« Jefuits. Wc had nobody capable of keeping 
" fchools. We had no Oratorian Fathers, no 
« Purifts (Piariftes or Fathers of charity-fchoolsj; 
« f there was no alternative, the deftru&ion of 
« our fchools, or the prelervation of the Jefuits. 
< c It was neceflary that the order fhould fubfift to 
« furnilh profeffors, where they dropped off; and 
«* the foundation could fuffice for fuch an expence; . 
" but it would have been inadequate to the falary 
“ of laymen profeffors. Moreover, it was at 
“ the univerfity of the Jefuits, that the divines 
« were taught; who where afterwards to fill the 
«* rectories. Had the order been fuppreffed, 
“ there was an end of the univerfity, and our 
“ Silefian divines would have been obliged to go 
“ and finilh their -ftudies- in Bohemia, which 
* c would have been contrary to the fundamental 
principles of our government*.” 

Such was the language of Frederick, fpeaking 
in his royal chara&er, fuch were the political 
reafons he fo ably adduced, in fupport of his oppo- 
fition to the Sophifters. Alas ! I have’already faid 
it; in Frederick there were two diftinft men, 
one the great king, and as fuch, he believes the 
prelervation of the Jefuits neceflary; the other 
the impious Sophifter, conlpiring with Voltaire, 
and triumphant in the lofs religion had fuftained in 

• 8th November, 1777. 

. that 
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that of the Jefuits. In the latter chara&er we 
find him freely exulting with the confpirators and- 
felicitating D’Alembert, on this happy omen of 
the total deftru&ion of Chriftianity, and in his 
farcaftic ftyle, writes, “ What an unfortunate age 
“ for the court of Rome,; lhe is openly attacked in 
,c Poland, her life-guards are driven out of France 
** and Portugal, and it appears that they will (hare 
“ the fame fate in Spain. The philofophers openly 
** fap the foundations of the apoftolic throne; 
c< the hieroglyphics of the conjuror are laughed at, 

“ and the author of the (e<5t is pelted, toleration 
" is preached, fo all is loft. A miracle alone 
“ could fave the church. She is ftrucken with a 
dreadful apoplexy, and you (Voltaire) will have 
“ the happinefs of burying her, and of writing 
“ her epitaph, as you formerly did that of the 
*' Sorbonne*.” ' 

When what Frederick had foreleen really came 
to pafs in Spain, he wrote again to Voltaire. 

* c Here is a new viflory you have gained in Spain. 
ft The Jefuits are driven out of the kingdom. 

«* Moreover the courts of Verfailles, of Viennaand 
«< Madrid have applied to the Pope for the fup- 
“ predion of divers convents. It is faid the holy ' 
* f father, though in a rage, will be obliged to 
** confcnt. Oh! cruel revolution, what are we 

* Letter 154, anno 1767. 

“ not 
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Further 
avowals 
of D’A- 
lembert 
and Vol- 
taire. 


,c not to expeCt in the next century, the axe is at 
“ the root of the tree. 'On one fide the philofo- 
«* ** phers openly attack the abufes of a fainted 
“ fuperftition ; on the other, princes by the abujes 
w of diffipation are forced to lay violent hands on 
** the goods of thefe reclufe, who are the props 
** and trumpeters of fanaticifm. This edifice 
" Tapped in its foundations, is on the eve of fall- 
“ ing, and nations (hall infcribe on their annals, 
** that Voltaire was the promoter of the revolu- 
“ tion, operated, during the nineteenth century, 
“ in the human mind 

A long while fluctuating between the king and 
the Sophifter, Frederick had not yet yielded to 
the folicitations of the confpirators. D’Alem- 
bert was particularly prefling in his; we fee how 
much he was bent on the fuccefs by his following 
letter to Voltaire. “ My venerable Patriarch, 
“ do not accule me of want of zeal in the good 
« caufe, no one perhaps ferves it more than my- 
“ felf. Do you know with what I am occupied 
cc at prefent ? With nothing lefs than the expul- 
« fion of the Jefuitical rabble, from Silefia; and 
“ your former difciple is but too willing, on ac- 
“ count of the numerous and perfidious treacheries 
“ he experienced through their means, as he lays 
*« himfelf, during the laft war; I do not fend a 

• 5th May, 1767. 

** Angle 
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“ (ingle letter to Berlin without repeating, That 
“ the pbilojopbers of France are amazed , that the 
“ king of pbilojopbers , that the declared protestor of 
“ pbilofopby Ihould be (o dilatory , in following the 
“ example of the kings of France or Portugal. 
“ Thefe letters are read to the king, who is very 
** fenfible, as you know, to what the true believers 
** may think of him ; and this ienfe will; without 
“ doubt, produce a good effect, by the help of 
** God’s grace, which, as the feripture very pro- 
“ perly remarks, turns the heart of kings like a 
“ water-cock 

It is a loathfome talk to copy all this low buf- 
foonery with which D’Alembert would fealon his 
dark plots, and the unconcern of his clandeftine per- 
fccution, againft a lbciety of men, whofe only crime 
' was their refpect and reverence for Chriftianity. 
I pals over many more expreffions of this ftampj 
or more indecent; it will fu/fice for my object, to 
ihow how little, how empty, how delpicable, 
thefe proud and mighty men were, when feen in 
their true light. 

In fpite of all thefe felicitations, Frederick was 
invincible, and fifteen years after, he ftill protefted 
and prefervcd bis Dear fefuits. This exprelfion in 
his mouth, when he at length lacrificed them to 
the confpiracy, may be looked upon as an anfwer 

• D’Alembcst to Voltaire, 15th Dec. 1 763. 

to 
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to what D’Alembert had written of their treachery 
to the king; it might prove with what unconcern, 
calumny or fuppofed evidence of others, were 
adduced as proofs by him; as in another place 
he fays, Frederick is not a man, to confine within 
his royal breajl y the fubjefts of complaint he may 
have had againft them*, as had been the cafe 
with the king of Spain, whofe conduct in that 
refpecft had been fo much blamed by the So- 
phifters f. 

Their Thefe fophiftical confpirators were not to be 
fears of fatisfied by the general expul fion of -the Jefuits, 
©fVe'je- from the different ftates of the kings of the earth, 
fnits. g ut by their reiterated cries, Rome was at length 
to be forced to declare the total extinction of the order. 
We may obferve this in a work, in which Voltaire 
particularly interefts himfelf, and whofe foie objeft, 
was to obtain that extinction. At length it was 
obtained. France too late perceiving the blow it 
had given to public education, without appearing 
to recoil, many of her leading men, feeking to 
remedy the miftake, formed the plan of a new 
fociety folely deftined to the education of youth. 
In this the'former Jefuits, as the raoft habituated 
to education, were to be admitted. On the firft 
news of this plan, D’Alembert fpread the alaripj 

. i 

• 24th July 1767. 

y D’Alembert to Voltaire, 4th May 1767. 

he 
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he fees the Jefuits returning to life ; he writes again 
and again to Voltaire j he fends the counter-plan. 
He lays great ftrefs on the danger that would refult 
from, thence , for the ft ate > for the king , and for the 
Duke D'Aiguillon , during whofe adminiftrarion, 
the deftru&ioii had taken place; alfo on the im- 
propriety of placing youth under the tuition of_ any 
community of priefts whatever : they were to be re- 
prefented as ultramontains by principle and as anti- 
citizens. Our barking philofophift then conclude 
ing in his cant to Voltaire, fays, Raton (cat), this 
cbefnut requires to be covered in the embers , and to be 
bandied by a paw as dextrous as that of Raton , and fo 
faying I tenderly kifs thofe dear paws. Seized with the 
fame panic, Voltaire fets to work, and afks for frelh 
inftru&ions. He confiders what turn can be given 
to this affair, much too ferious to be treated with 
ridicule alone. D’Alembert infills *, Voltaire at 
Ferney, writes againft the recall, and the confpira- 
tors fill Paris and Verfailles with their intrigues. 
The minifters are prevailed upon, the plan laid 
afide, youth left without inftru&ion, and it is pn fuch 
an occafion that Voltaire writes, “ My dear friend, 
« I know not what is to become of me ; in the 
“ mean time let us enjoy the pleafure of having 
“ feen the Jefuits expelled f.” 

• See Letters of 26th Feb., 5th and 2zd March 1774. 

f Let. to D’Alembert, 27th April- 1771. 

This 
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This pleafure was but fhort, as D’Alembert, 
feized with a new panic, writes again to Voltaire, 
“ I am told, for certain, that the Jefuitical rabble 
“ is about to be reinftated in Portugal, in all but 
“ the drefs. Thjs new Queen appears to be a 
w very fuperjlitious Majefty. Should the King of 
** Spain chance to die, I would not anlwer for 
“ that kingdom’s not imitating Portugal. Rea- 
“ Jon is undone Jhould the enemy's army gain this 
“ battle*." 

When I firft undertook to fhpw that the dc- 
ftru&ion of the Jcfuits was a favourite objcCt of 
the confpirators, and that it was eflfentially inherent 
to their plan of overthrowing the Chriftian religion, 
I promifed to confine myfelf to the records and 
confeflions of the Sophifters themfelves. I have 
omitted, for brevity fake, feveral of great weight, 
even that written by Voltaire, fifteen years after 
their expulfion, wherein he flatters himfclfj that by 
weans of the court of Peterfburg , he could fucceed 
in getting them expelled from China, becaufe thofe 
Jefuits , whom the Emperor of China had cbofen to 
preferve at Pekin , were rather Converters than 
Mathematicians j\ 

Had the Sophifters been lefs fanguinc, or lefs 
aftive, in the extin&ion of this order I ihould not 
have inlifted fo much on that objedt. But the 
very warfare they waged was a libel onChriftianity i 

* 23d June 1777. f 8th Dec. 1776. 

what 
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^frhat I they had perfuaded themfclves that the Miftakeof. 
religion of the Chriftians was the work of man, ' 

that the deftru&ion of a few poor mortals, was thi» aboli- 
to fhake it to its very foundations ? Had they 
forgotten that Chriftianity had flourilhed during 
fourteen centuries, before a Jefuit was heard of? 

Hell might open its gates wider after their de- 
ftruftion, but it was written that they Ihould not 
prevail. The power and intrigues of the minifters 
of France, of a Choiteul or a Pompadour, plotting 
with a Voltaire j of a D ’Aranda in Spain, the 
public friend of D’Alembert and the protestor of 
infidelity ; of a Carvalho in Portugal, the ferocious 
perfecutor of the good j in fine, the intrigues of 
many other minifters, dupes or agents of the fo- 
phiftical confpiracy, rather than politicians, may 
have extorted the bull of extinction from Ganga- 
nelli, .by threats of fchifm : but did that pontiff, 
or any other Chriftian, believe that the power of 
the Gofpel reftedon thejefoits ? No: the God of 
the Gofpel reigns above, he will one day judge 
the pontiff and the minifter, the Jefuit and the 
Sophifter.— It is certain that a body of twenty 
thoufand religious difperfed throughout Chriften- 
dom, and forming a fucceflion of men, attending 
to the education of youth,' applying to the ftudy of 
fc ience, both religious and prophane, muft have 
been of the greateft utility both to church and 
ftate. The confpirators were not long before they 
Vol. I. H perceived 
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perceived their error, and though they had done 
the Jefuits the honor to look upon them as the 
bafe on which the church refted, they found that 
Chriftianity had other fuccours left, that new plots 
were neceflary, and with equal ardor, we fhail fee 
them attacking all other religious orders, as the 
third means of the Antichriftian Confpiracy. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Third Means of the Confpirators.—ExtinSion ef aU 
the Religious Orders. 

T HE favorite theme of thofe who were inimical charge* 
to religious orders, has been Eo Ihew their in* 
utility both to church and ftate. But by what onto*. , 
right fliall Europe complain of a let of men, by 
whofe care fhe has emerged from that favage ftate 
of the ancient Gauls or Germanni, by whofe 
labours two- thirds of her lands have been culti- 
vated, her villages built, her towns • beautified 
and augmented. Shall the ftate complain of thole 
men, who perpetually attending to the cultivation 
of lands which their predeceftors had firft tilled, 
furnifh fuftenance to. the inhabitants j lhall the in- 
habitant complain, when the village, the town, the 
country, from whence he comes, would not have 
exifted, of remained uncultivated, but from their 
care. Shall men of letters complain, when, Ihould 
they have been happy enough to have efcaped the 
general ignorance and barbarity of Europe, they 
would perhaps, be vainly fearching ruins in hopes 
of finding fome fragment of ancient literature. 

Yes complain, all Europe complain ! It is from 

H a them. 
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them you learned your letters, and they have 
been abufed but too much j alas ! your forefa- 
thers learned to read, but we to read perverfely ; 
they opened the temple of fcience, we half (hut 
it again; and the dangerous man is not he who 
is ignorant, but the half wile, who would pretend 
to wifdom. 

Had any one been at the trouble of comparing 
the knowledge of the lead learned part of the re- 
ligious orders, with that of the generality of the 
laiety, I have no doubt but the former would 
greatly have excelled the latter, though they had 
received their ordinary education. It is true, the 
religious were not verfedin the fophifticated fcience 
of the age ; but often have I feen thofe very men, 
who upbraided with their ignorance, were happy 
in the fciences their occupations required. It wa$ 
not only among the Benedi&ines, who have been 
more generally excepted from this badge of igno- 
rance, but among all other orders that I have met 
with men, as diftinguilhed by their knowledge, as 
by the purity of their morals. Could I, alas, ex- 
tend this remark to the laiety ! This, indeed, is a 
language very different from that, which the rea- 
der may have feen in the fatiric declamations of 
the age ; but will fatire fatisfy his judgement. In 
the annals of the conlpiring Sophifters, lhall he 
find teftimony borne of their fcrvices, and every 

fcurrilous 
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fcurrilous expreffion, lhall be a new laurel in their 
crown. 

The Jefuits were deflroyed, the confpirators faw 
Chriftianity ftill fubfifted, and they then faid to 
each other, we muft deftroy the other religious 
orders, or we lhall not triumph. Their whole 
plan is to be Icen in a letter from Frederick, to Frede- 
which Voltaire gave occafion by the following: 

“ Hercules went to fight the robbers and Bellero- 
“ phon chimeras ; I fhould not be forry to behold 
“ Herculefes and Bellerophons delivering the 
“ earth, both from Catholic robbers and Catholic 
“ chimeras Frederick anfwers on the 24th of 
the feme month: “ It is not the lot of arms to p w< j e . 

deftroy the wretch , it lhall perilh by the arm of rick’* 

« truth, and interefted felfilhnefs. If you wilh me 
“ to explain this idea, my meaning is as follows, ftrudion 
“ —I have remarked as well as many others, that Ugb*/* 
“ fe thole places where convents are the moll: orders. 

“ numerous, are thole where the people are molt 
«* blindly attached to fuperftition. No doubt but 
“ if thefe afylums of fanaticifm were deftroyed, 

“ the people would grow tepid and fee with in- 
tl difference, the prefent objefts of their venera- 
“ tion. The point would be to deftroy the cloifters , 

** at leaft to begin by lefiening their number. 

« The time is come, the French and Auftrian 

• 3d March, 1767. 
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** goverhments are involved in debt; they have 
“ exhaufted the refources of induftry to difcharge 
** them, and they have not fticceeded ; the lure 
** of rich abbeys and well-endowed convents, is 
“ tempting. By reprefenting to them the preju- 
“ dice cloiftered perfons occafion to the popular 
, “ tion of their ftates, as well as the great abufe of 
y the numbers of Cucullati, who are fpread 
“ throughout the provinces ; alfo the facility of 
** paying off part of their debts, with the trea- 
** fures of thofe communities, who are without 
** heirs ; they might, I think, be made to adopt 
“ this plan of reform ; and it may be prefumed, 
K that after having enjoyed the fecularization of 
“ fome good livings, their rapacity could crave 
** the reft. 

" Every government who fhall adopt this plan, 
w will be friendly to the philofopbers , and the pro- 
“ moter of all thofe books, which attack popular 
“ fuperftition, or the falfe zeal that would fup- 
** port it. 

“ Here is a pretty little plan, which I fubmit to 

the examination of the patriarch of Ferney s 
“ it is his province, as father of the faithful, to 
“ rectify and put it in execution. 

« The patriarch may perhaps afk is to become 

" of the bifheps ? I anfwer, it is not yet time to 
tf touch them. To deftroy thofe, who ftir up 
M the fire of fanaticifm in the hearts of the people, 

“ is 
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« is die firft ftep, and when the people are cool- 
“ cd, the bijbops will be but little perfonages t whom 
“ Sovereigns in frocefs oj lime, will difpofe of as 
“ they pleafe.” 

Voltaire reliflied fuch plans too much not to let 
a great value on them, and of courfe anfwered 
the King of Pruflia : “ Your plan of attack againft 
« the Cbrifticole Superftition , in that of the friar- 
« hood, is worthy a great captain. The religious 
« orders once abolilhed, error is expofed to univer- 
«« fal contempt. Much is written in France on 
« this fubjett ; every one talks of it, but it is not 
« ripe enough as yet. People are not fuffi- 
« ciendy daring in France, bigots are yet in 
“ power*.” 

Having read thefe letters, it would be ridicu- 
culous to afli of what fervice religious orders 
could, be to the church. Certain it is, that many 
had fallen off from the aufterity of their firft in- 
ftitute ? but even in this degenerate ftate we fee 
Frederick malSng ufe of all his policy to over- 
turn them, becaufe his antichriftian plots are 
thwarted by the zeal and example of thefe religi- 
ous: becaufe he thinks the church cannot be 
ftormed, until the convents are carried as the 
outworks } and V oltaire traces the hand of the 
great captain, who'haddiftingutlhed himfelf lb emi- 

• 5th April *767. 
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nently by his military fcience in Germany, in the 
plan of attack againft the Cbrijltcole Superftition. 
Thefe religious corps were ufeful then, though 
branded with floth and ignorance ; they were a true 
barrier to impiety. Frederick was fo much con- 
vinced of it, that when the Sophifters had already 
occupied all the avenues of the throne, he dared 
not dired his attacks againft the Bifhops, nor the 
body of the- place, until the outworks were car- 
ried. 

Voltaire writes to him on the 29th of July 1775, 
“ We hope that philofophy which in France 
“ is near the throne , will foon be on it. But that 
*' is but hope, which too often proves fallacious. 
** There are fo many people interefted in the fup- 
tf port of error and nonfenfe, fo many dignities, 
* c and fuch riches are annexed to the trade, that 
** the hypocrites, it is to be feared, will get the 
41 better of the fages. Has not your Germany 
“ transformed your principal ecclefiaftics into fo- 
“ vereigns ? Where is there an eledor or a bifliop, 
44 who will fide with reafon againft a fed, that 
“ allows him two or three hundred thoufand 
<c pounds a-year?” 

Frederick continued to vote for the war being 
carried on againft the religious. It was too early 
to attack the bilhops. He anfwers Voltaire, 

All #hat you fay of our German bilhops is bqt 
” too true} they are the hogs fattened on the 
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« tythcs of Sion (fuch is their fcurrilous language 
“ in their private correfpondcncc). But you know 
« likewife, that in the Holy Roman Empire, ancient 
** cuftom, the golden bull, and Jucb like antiquated 
« fooleries , have given weight to eftablifhed abufes. 

« One fees them, fhrugs one’s (houlders, and things 
« jog on in the old way. If we with to diminilh 
«« fanaticifm, we muft not begin by the bifbops. 

« But if we fucceed in leflening the friarhood, 

« efpecially the mendicant orders, the people will 
( < cool, and they being lefs fuperftitious, will al- 
«c low the powers to bring down the bifbops as 
« beft fuits their ftates. This is the only poffibU 
« mode of proceeding. To filently undermine the 
f‘ edifice hoftile to reafon, is to force it to fall of 
« itfclf* ” 

I began by faying, that the means of the con- 
spirators would give riew proofs of the reality of 
the confpiracy, and of its object. Can any other 
interpretation, than thatof an Antichriftian Confpi- 
racy, be put on the whole fentences made ufe of in 
their correlpondence ? How can we otherwife un- 
derftand,yim& is the only pofjible mode of proceeding, to 
undermine the edifice of that religion, which they 
are 'pleafed to defign by Cbrifticole Superftition , as 
fanatic or unrcafonable ; or in order to overthrow 
its pondfs, to fcduce the people from its worlhip ? 

• 13 th 1775* 

What 
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Wh^t then is confpiracy, if thofe fecret machina- 
tions carried on between Ferney, Berlin and Paris, 
in fpite of diftances, be not fo ? What reader 
can be fufficiendy blind not to fee, that by the 
eftablifhment of reafon, it is only the overthrow 
of Chriftianity that is -fought ? It is indeed a mat- 
ter of furprife, that the Sophiftcrs fhould have fo 
openly expofed their plans at fo early a pe- 
riod. 

Plan a- In the mean' time Voltaire was cor re ft when he 
dopted » n anfwers Frederick, that the plan of deftruftion 
the reli- was ardently purfued in France, ever fince the ex- 
£ ,ons * pulfion of the Jefuits, and that by people who 
' were in office. The firft ftep taken was to put off 
the period of religious profeffions until the age of 
twenty-one, though the adepts in miniftry would 
fain have deferred it till the age of twenty- 
five. That is to fay, that of a hundred young 
people, who would have embraced that ftate, not 
two would have been able to follow their voca- 
tions i for what parent would let his child attain 
that age, without being certain of the ftate of 
life he would embrace. The remonftrances made 
by many friends to religion, caufed the age fixed 
on by the edift, to be that of eighteen for women, 
and twenty-one for men. Neverthelefs, this was 
looked upon as an aft of authority exercifed on 
thofe, who chofe to confecrate themfelves more 
particularly to the fervke of their God, and ref- 

cue 
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cue themfelves from the danger of the paftions, at 
that age when they are the moft powerful. This 
fubjeft had been very fully treated in the laft (Ecu-* 
xnenical Council, where the age for the profeflion of 
religious perfons had been fixed at fixteen, with a 
term of five years to reclaim againft their laft 
vows, in cafe they did not choofe to continue the 
religious life they had undertaken. And it had al- 
ways been looked upon as a right inherent to the 
church, to decide on thefe matters, as may be 
feen in Chappclain’s difcourfe on that fubjedt. It 
would be ridiculous to repeat the favourite argu- 
ment of their inutility to France, after what has 
been faid in this chapter. What l pious works, 
edification and the inftrudtion of the people ufelefs 
to a nation ! Befides, France was a lively ex- 
ample that the number of convents had not hurt 
its population, as few ftates were peopled in an 
equal proportion. If celibacy was to be attacked, 
ihe might have turned her eyes to her armies and 
to that numerous clafs of men, who lived in celi- 
bacy, and who perhaps ought to have been noticed 
by the laws. In fine, all further reclamations were 
ufelefs. What had been foreieen came to pais, 
according to the wifhes of the minifterial Sophi- 
llcrs. In many colleges the Jefuits being very ill 
replaced, youth negledted in their education, 
Jeft a prey to their paffions, or looking on the 
number of years they had to wait for their recepT 

don 
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tion into the religious (late, as fo much time loft, 
laid afide all thoughts of thfat ftate, and took to 
other employments. Some few, from want, en- 
gaged, but rather feeking bread than the fervice 
of their God, or elfe prone to vice and to their 
paffions, which they had never been taught to fub- 
due, reluctantly fubmitted to the rules of the 
cloifter. • Already there exifted many abufes, but 
they daily increafed; and while the number 
of religious was diminifhing, their fervour lan- 
guilhed, and public fcandals became more fre- 
quent. This was precifely what the minifters want- 
ed, to have a plea for the fupprefiion of the 
whole ; while their mailers, more fanguine if 
polfible, made the prefs teem with writings, in 
which neither fatire nor calumny were fpared. 
Briennes The perfon who feemed to fecond them with 
P r ° fe 'th e the greatell warmth, was that man who, after 
plan. having perfuaded his companions even, that he had 
fome talent for governing, at length finilhed by 
only adding his name to thofe minifters, whom am- 
bition may be faid to have blinded even to ftupidity. 
This man was Briennes, Archbilhop of Touloufe, 
fince Archbilhop of Sens, afterwards prime mini- 
fter, then a public apoftatc, and who died as uni- 
verfally hated and defpifed, as Necker himfelf ap- 
pears to be at this day. Briennes will be more 
defpiled, when it lhall be known that he was the 
friend and confidant of D’Alembert, and that in 

a com- 
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a commiffion for the reform of the religious 
orders, he wore the mitre, and exercifed its powers 
as a D’Alembert would have done. 

The clergy had thought it necefiary to examine 
the means of reforming the religious, and of re- 
eftablilhing their primitive fervor. The court 
teemed to enter into their views, and named coun- 
fellors of ftate to join the bilhops in their delibe- 
rations on this fubjeft, and called it the Conmiffiat 
of Regulars. A mixture of prelates, who are 
only to be actuated by the fpirit of the church, and 
of ftatefmen folely afting from worldly views, 
could never agree ; fbme few articles were fuppo- 
fed to have been fettled ; but all was in vain, 
and many, through difguft, abandoned the com- 
miflion. Among the bifhops were Mr. Dillon, 
Archbilhop of Narbonne i Mr. de Boifgelin, Arch- 
bilhop of Aix j Mr. de Cice, Archbilhop of Bour- 
deaux, and the famous Briennes, Archbilhop of 
Touloufe. 

The firft, majeftic in his perfon and noble in 
his eloquence, feems to have had but little to do 
in this affair, and loon withdrew. The talents and 
zeal (hewn by the fecond in the national aflfembly, 
in defence of the religious ftate, will convince the 
reader that he might have given an opinion which ' 
the court did not with to adopt j he alfo abandoned 
the commiffion. In the third we fee, that if by ac- 
cepting of the feals of the revolution, and by af- 
fixing 
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where, when their number was under ten* 
on the fpecious pretence, that the conventual 
rules were better obferved where the number was 
greater. The bifhops and the cardinal de Luynes 
in particular, objected the great fervices rendered 
in country places by thefe fmall convents, and how 
much they helped the curates, but all to no pur* 
pofe; andBriennes had already contrived to fup- 
prefs fifteen hundred convents before the revolu- 
tion. Soon'he would have advanced more rapidly, 
for by promoting and encouraging the com- 
plaints- of the young religious againft the elder, 
of the inferior againft the fuperior, by cramping 
and thwarting their elections, he fpread difientions 
throughout the cloifters. On the other fide, the 
ridicule and calumnies contrived by the Sophifters 
were fo powerful, that few young men dared take 
the habit, while fome of the ancients were ajhamed 
if wearing a gown covered with infamy *. Others 
at length, wearied out by thefe Ihuffling tricks, 
themfelves petitioned to be fupprefied. 

Philofophifm, with its principles of liberty and 
equality, was even gaining ground in their 
houfes, with all its concomitant evils j the good 
religious flied tears of blood over thofe perfec- 
tions of Briennes, who alone would have effectu- 
ated thofe dreadful fchemes planned by Voltaire 

• Voltaire to the King ’of Pruffia, No. 15* 

and 
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&nd Frederick. Their decline was daily more 
evident, and it was a prodigy that any fervor yet 
remained, though a - greater prodigy ftill, when 
We fee the fervor of many of thofe who had peti- 
tioned for their fecularization, revive in the firft 
days of the revolution. I know for certain that 
not one-third of thofe who had petitioned, dared 
take the oath, for apoftacy ftared&Srn in the face. 

The tortuous intrigues of a Briennes had fhaken 
them ; but the direft attacks of the National Af- 
fembly opened their eyes, and tjiey beheld afto- 
nifhed, in their fupprefllon, the grand attack 
which had been levelled againft Chriftianity. 

Voltaire and Frederick did not live to fee their 
plans accomplifhed, Briennes did ; but claiming 
the honour, he only reaped the ignominy of them. 

Shame and retnorfe devoured him. With what His at. 
pleafurc we may fpeak of the piety of thofe 
chafte virgins, confecrated to the fervice of their againft 
God ! With them his intrigues had been uielefs. **** nun ** 
They, more immediately under the direction of 
their bifhops, had not been expofed to the anarchy 
and diflentions of a Briennes ; their feclufion from 
the world, their profe (lions at an earlier age 
(eighteen), their education within the walls of the 
convent, thefe were barriers againft his intrigues j 
but with what admiration fhould we not behold 
thofe who from the pure motives of religion fpent 
their lives in the fervice of the fick, whofe cha- - 
Vol. i. I rity 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



>H THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 

rity, whole chafte raodefty, though in the midft 
of the world, could make man believe them to be 
angels in human forms. Thefe were far above the 
reach of calumny or of a Bricnnes, a pretence 
could not even be devifed. 

With a view to diminifh the number of real 
nuns, he thought, that if he augmented thofe 
afylums for canoncfles, who have a much greater 
communication with the world, therefore more 
eafily perverted, that novices would not be fb nu- 
merous. But by an inconceivable overfight, un- 
lefs he had fomc very deep and hidden fcheme, 
thefe canoncfles were in future, to prove a certain 
number of degrees of nobility to enter thefe 
afylums, when before they had been open to all 
ranks in the ftate. One would have thought he 
meant to render the real nuns odious to the nobi- 
lity, and the latter to all other clafles, by applying 
foundations to particular ranks, which had ever 
been common to all. 

Thefe were refleftions that Briennes little attend- 
ed to ; he was laying his fnares, while D'Alembert 
fmiled at the idea, that foon both nuns and canon- 
efles would add to the common mate of ruin ; but 
thefe facred virgins baffled all their cunning. 
Thefe Nothing lefs than all the defpotic powers of the 
Fummated Conftituent Aflcmbly could prevail againft them 5 

tionaJ Af" wcre to faffed with the martyrs of that 
fcmbiy. " bloody September ; their fervor was impaffible. 

Edifta- 
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Edicts worthy of Nero, exulting in the flames of 
burning Rome, are neceflary to drive them from 
the altar, cannons and the fatellites of thatConftitu- 
ant Aflembly, march againft them to enforce 
thofe ediCts, and thirty tboufand women arc driven 
from their convents, in contradiction to a decree 
of that fame aflembly, promifing to let them die 
peaceably in their afylums. Thus was the deftruc- 
tion of religious orders completed in France. It 
was then forty years Jince this plan had been dic- 
tated by the Sophifters to the minifters of his moft 
Chriftian Majcfty. But when accomplilhed, mi- 
nifters are no more ! . . . The (acred per fon of the 
king, a prifoner in the towers of the Temple 1 . . . 
The objeft of the abolition of religious orders 
was fulfilled ; religion was favagely perfecuted in 
the perfon of its minifters 1 But during the long 
period that preceded the triumph of the Sophifters, 
they had reforted to many other means with which 
I have to acquaint my reader. 


I 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Fourth Means of the Confpirators — Voltaire's 
Colony. 

W HILST the confpirators were fo much 
taken up with the deftruftion of the 
Jefuits, and of all other religious orders, Voltaire 
was forming a plan which was to give to impiety 
itfelfi both apoftles and propogandifts. This idea 
feems to have firft {truck him about the year 
1760-61. Always ruminating the deltruttion of 
Objeft^ of Chriftianity, he writes to D’Alembert, “ Could 
B y. ’ “ not five or fix men of parts; who rightly un- 
« derftood each other, fucceed after the example 
** of twelve fcoundrels, who have already fucceed- 
“ cd*.” The object of this underftanding has 
already been explained in a letter before quoted. 
** Let the real philofophers unite in a brotherhood, 
** like the Free-mafonsj let them aflemble and 
« fupport each other ; let them be faithful to the 
“ alfociation. This fecret academy will be far 
“ fuperior to that of Athens and to all thofe of 
“ Paris. But every one thinks but of himfelfj 

* Let. 69, anno 1760, 

"and 
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“ and forgets that his moft facred duty is to crujb 
" the wretch 

The confpirators never loft fight of this moft 
facred duty,* they met with various obftacles i 
religion was ftill zealoufly defended in France, and 
Paris was not yet a proper afylum for fuch an 
affociation. It appears alfo that Voltaire was 
obliged for fome time to lay this plan afide ; but 
taking it up again, a few years afterwards, he ap- 
plied to Frederick, as we are told by the editor Frederick 
of their correfpondence, for leave “ to eftablilh at f«onds 

^ * tills pl an. 

* c Cleves a little colony of French philofbphers, 

** who might there, freely and boldly, fpeak the 
“ truth, without fearing mini/iers y priejis, or far - 
“ liaments Frederick anfwcred with all the de- 
fired zeal, «« I fee you wifli to eftablifh the 
“ little colony you had mentioned to me. —I 
“ think the fhorteft way would be, that thofe 
“ men, or your afTociates, fhould fend to Cleves 
“ to fee what would be moft convenient for 
“ them, and what I can dilpofe of in their 
“ favor f.” 

It is to be lamented that many letters refpe&ing 
this colony have been fuppreffed in their corre- 
fpondence ; but Frederick’s anfwers are fufficient 
to convince us of the obftinacy of Voltaire in the 
undertaking, who returning to the charge again, 

• Let. 85, to D’Alembert, 1761. f 24th October 1765. 
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isanfwered, ct You (peak of a colony of philofo- 
“ phcrs, who with to eftablifh themfelves at 
" Cleves. I have no objection to it. I can give 
** them every thing but wood, the forcfts having 
been almoft deftroyed by your countrymen. 
“ But only on this condition, that they will refpeSf 
“ thoje who are to be refpeSled, and that they will 
“ keep within the proper bounds of decency in their 
“ writings*.” 

The explanation of this letter, will be better 
underftood, when we treat of the Antimonarchial 
Confpiracy. Decency in theirwritings, one Ihould 
think, would be of the firft neceflity even for their 
own views, otherwife this new colony muft have 
ipread a general alarm, and governments would 
have been obliged to reprefs their barefaced im- 
pudence. 

While on one fide Voltaire was imploring the 
fuccour and prote&ion of the King of Pruflia, 
for thefe apoftles of impiety, on the other he was 
feeking Sophifters worthy of the apoftlefhip. He 
writes to Damilaville, that he is ready to make a 
facrifice of all the fweets of Ferney, and go and 
place himfelf at their head. " Your friend, fays 
“ he, perfifts in his idea ; it is true, as you have 
“ remarked, that he muft tear himfelf from 
“ many objefts that are at prefent his delight^ 
** and then will be of his regret. But is it not 

* Letter 146, anno 1766. 
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** better to quit them through phUofophy than by 
«* death. What furprifcs him moft, is that many 
« people have not taken this refolution together. 

** Why Should not a certain philosophic baron 
“ labor at the establishment of this colony ? why 
“ Should not So many others improve So fair an 
n opportunity ?” In the condnuation of this letter 
we find that Frederick was not the only prince who 
countenanced the plan: * f Two fovereign princes, 

“ who think entirely as you do , have lately vifited 
“ your friend. One of them offered a town, 

“ provided that which relates to the grand work, 
c ‘ Should not fuit 

It was precifely at the time this letter was 
written, that the Langrave of HeSTe Caffe 1 went 
to pay homage to the idol of Femey. The date 
of his journey, the Similarity of his fentimencs, can 
leave little doubt, but what he was the prince who 
offered a town to the colony. Should Ckves prove 
inconvenient f. 

Meanwhile, the apoftles of this mock Melfiah, 
however zealous for the grand work, were not 
equally ready to facrifice their eafe. D’Alembert coolnefi 
idolized by the Sophifters at Paris, faw that he of 
could be but a fecondary divinity in the prefence ton?ot*' 
of Voltaire. That Damilaville, celebrated by the col °'. 
impious patriarch as perfonally hating God, was ^ 

* Letter of the 6th of Anguft 1766. 

■f Letter of the Langrave, 9th Sept. 1766. 

1 4 neceSTary 
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ncccffary for carrying on the fecrct correfpondcnce 
in Paris. Didfcrot, the certain philofophic Baron, 
and the remaining multitude of adepts, relu&antly 
caft their eyes on a German town, where they 
could not with equal eafe, facrifice in luxury and 
debauchery to their Pagan divinities. Such re- 
miffnefs difconcerted Voltaire. He endeavoured 
to ftimulate their ardor by alking, “ If fix or 
“ feyen hundred thoufand Huguenots left their 
«* country for the fooleries of J«9tn.Cbauvitt, (hall 
“ not twelve fages be found, who will make lome 
%< little facrifice to reafon which is trampled on *.’* 

When he willies' to perfuade them, that their 
confent is all that is necefiary to accomplilh the 
grand objeCt, he writes again, “ All that I can 
ct tell you now, by a fure hand, is, that every 
“ thing is ready for the eftablifhment of the 
«* manufacture j more than one Prince envies the 
“ honor of it, and from the borders of the Rhine 
“ unto the Oby, Tomplat (that is Plato Diderot) 
«* will be honored, encouraged, and live in fecu- 
“ rity.” He would then repeat the grand objeCt of 
the confpiracy, in hopes of perfuading the con- 
fpirators. He would feek to inflame their hearts 
with that hatred for Chrift, which was confutning 
his own. He would repeatedly cry out, Crujb t 
crujh the wretch , then crufh the wretch j\ 

• Letter to Damilaville, 18th of Auguft 1766. 

f Letter to Damilaville, 25 th of Auguft 1766. 

HU 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 121 

His prayers, his repeated felicitations could Voltaire’* 
not avail againft the fweets of Paris. That fame 
rea/on which made Voltaire willing to facrificc all 
the pleating fcenes of Ferney, to_ bury himfclf in 
the heart of Germany, there to confecrate his days 
and writings to the extinction of Chriftianity, 
that reafon, 1 fay, taught the younger adepts that 
the fweets of Paris were not to be negleCted. 

They were not the Apoftles of the Gofpel preach- 
ing temperance and mortification both by word 
and example; fo indeed, was Voltaire obliged to 
give up all hopes of expatriating his fenhiftical 
apoftles. He indignantly exprefles his vexation 
to Frederick a few years afterwards: “ I own to 
“ you, that I was fe much vexed and fo much 
«« afhamed of the little fuccefs I had in the tranf- 
** migration to Cleves, that I have never fince 
“ dared propofe any of my ideas to your Majefty. 

“ When I refleft that a fool and an ideot, like 
*« St. Ignatius, fhould have found twelve foilow- 
“ ers, and that I could not find three Philofophers, 

“ who would follow me, I was almoft tempted to 
“ think, that reafon was ufelefs *. I fhall never 
** recover the non-execution of this plan, it was 
“ there I fhould have ended my old age f.” 

However violent Voltaire was in his reproaches 
againft the other confpirators, the fequel of thefe 

♦ Nov. 1769. -f 1 2th of Oft. 1770. 
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memoirs will fhow that it was unjuftly. D’Alem- 
bert in particular had far other plans to proiecute j 
he grafped at the empire of the academic honors, 
and without expofing his di&atorfhip, or expatri- 
ating the adepts, by distributing thefe honors 
folely to the Sophiftcrs, he abundantly replaced 
Voltaire’s fo much regretted plan. This means 
and the method by which it was forwarded, Iball 
be the fubjeft of the enfuing chapter. 
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CHAP. VDL 

Fifth Means of the Confpirators.—Tbe Aca- 
demic Honors. 

T HE prote&ion which the kings had given Firftob- 
to men of letters, had brought them into 
that repute which they fo well deferved, until “»«*• 
abufing their talents, they turned them againft 
religion and governments. It was in the French 
academy where glory feemed to be enthroned, and 
a feat within its walls, was the grand purfuit of the 
orator and the poet, in fine of all writers, whether 
eminent in the hiftoric or any other branch of 
literature. Corneille, Bofluet, Racine, Maffillon, 

La Bruyere, Lafontaine, in fine, all thofe authors 
who had adorned the reign of Louis XIV were 
proud of their admiffion within this fan&uary of 
letters. Morals and the laws ieemed to guard its 
entrance, left it might be prophaned by the im- 
pious. Any public fign of incredulity, was a bar . 
againft admiffion, even during the reign of Louis 
XV. Nor was the famous Montefquieu himfelf 
admitted undl he had given proper fatisfadion, 
on account of certain articles contained in his 
Perfian Letters.— V oltaire pretends that he deceived 
the Cardinal de Fleur)', by fending him anew 

edition 
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D’Alem- 
bert’s 
plan on 
the aca- 
demies. 


edition of his work, in which all the objectionable 
parts had been omitted. Such a low trick was 
beneath Montefquieu, repentence was his only 
plea, and later, little doubt can be left of his re- 
penting fincerely. In fine, on admiflion, impiety 
was openly renounced, and religion publicly 
avowed. 

Boindin, whofe incredulity was notorious, had 
been rejected, though a member of leveral other 
academies. Voltaire was for a long time unable 
to gain admifiion, and at length only fucceeded 
by means of high protection and that low hypo- 
crify which we lhall fee him recommending to his 
difciples. D’Alembert, ever provident, hid his 
propenfity to incredulity until he had gained his 
feat; and though the road to thefe literary honors 
had been much widened by the adepts who lur- 
rounded the court, neverthelcfs, he thought that 
it would not be impoflible, by dint of intrigues, to 
turn the fcale ; that if formerly impiety had been 
a means of exclufion, in future it might be a title 
of admifiion, and that none fhould be feated near 
him, but thofe whofe writings had rendered them 
worthy abettors of the confpiracy, and fupporters 
of their fophiftical arts. His true field was that of 
petty intrigue, and fo fuccefsfully did he handle it, 
that in the latter times, the titles of Academi- 
cian and Sophifter were nearly fynonimous. It is 
true that fometimes he met with obftacles; and 
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the plot framed between him and Voltaire, for the 
admiffion of Diderot, will be fufficient to evince 
What great advantages they expected would acrue 
to their confpiracy, by this new means of promo- 
ting irreligibn. 

D’Alembert firft propofed it, Voltaire received intrigue* 
♦ the propofal with all the attention due to its im- ^ Didc- 
portance, and anfwers, " You with Diderot to be 
. “ of the academy, it mull then be brought 
“ about.” The king was to approve of the 
nomination, and D’Alembert feared minifterial 
oppofition. It is to this fear that we owe the 
account Voltaire has given of Choifeul, it is then, 
he mentions his partiality to the Sophifters, and 
that fb far from obftru&ing the like plots, he 
would forward them with all his power; “ In a word, 

“ he continues, Diderot mud be of the academy, 
it will be the moft noble revenge that can be 
<c taken for the play againft the philofophers. 

« The academy is incenfed at le Franc -de-Pom- 
* c pignan; it would willingly givd him a moft 
Twinging flap. — I will make a bonfire on Dide- 
** rot’s admiflion. Ah ! what a happinefs it would 
** be, if Helvetius and Diderot could be received 
“ together*.” 

D’Alembert would have been equally happy in 
luch a triumph, but he was on the fpot and faw 

• 9th of July 1760. 

the 
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die oppofition made by the Dauphin, the Queen 
and the Clergy ; he anfwers, “ I fhould be more 
f * delirous than yourfelf to fee Diderot of the 
,c academy. I am perfectly Jenfiblt bow much the 
“ common cauje would be benefited by it, but the 
" impoflibility of doing it, is beyond what you 
" can conceive 

Voltaire knowing that Choifeul and La Pompa- 
dour had often prevailed againft the Dauphin, 
ordered D’Alembert not to defpond. He takes 
the dire&ion of the intrigue on himfelf, and places 
his chief hopes on the Courtefan. “ Still further, 
“ (fays he), fhe may look upon it as an honor, 
“ and make a merit of fupporting Diderot. Let 
“ her undeceive the king on his fcore, and delight 

“ in qualhing a cabal which fhe difpifes f.” What 

D’Alembert could not ' perfonally undertake, Vol- 
taire recommends to the courtiers, and particu- 
larly to the Count D’Argental: “ My divine 
“ Angel, would he write, do but get Diderot to 
«* be of the academy, it will be the boldeft ftroke 
c< that can be in the game reafon is playing againft 
“ fanaticifm and folly (that it religion and piety); 
“ impofe for penance on the Duke de Choifeul 
« to introduce Diderot into the academy 

The fecretary of the academy, Duclos, is allb 
called in, as an auxiliary by Voltaire, who gives 

• 1 8th July 1760. f 28th July 1760. 

J Letter 153. anno 1760. 
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Him inftnidions to iniure the fuccels of the recipi- 
endaiy adept. “ Could *not you reprclent, or 
“ ca'ufe to be reprefented, how very eficntial fuch 
“ a man is to you for the completion of fome 
“ neceffary work ? Could not you after having 
Jbb pkjed off that battery ademble /even or eight 
“ of the eleil, and form a deputation to the king* 
“ to afk for Diderot as the moft capable of for- 
“ warding your enterprize ? Would not the Duke 
“ of Nivemois help you in that project, would 
“ not he be the fpeaker on the occafion ? The 
" bigots will (ay, that Diderot has written a 
" metaphyfical work which they do not under- 
rt (land: Deny the fait fay that he did not write it, 
“ and that be is a good Catholic— it is fo eafy to be a 
« Catholic*." 

m 

It would be an objeft of furprife to the reader 
and to the hiftorian to fee Voltaire draining every 
nerve, calling on Dukes and courtiers, not blufh- 
ing at the vileft hypocrify, advifing bale diflimula- 
tion, and that merely to gain the admiflion of one 
of his fellow conlpirators, into the academy; but 
this furprifc will ceafe when they fee D’Alembert’s 
own words: I am perfectly fenfible how much the 
common caufe would be benefited by it-, or in other 
words, the war we are waging againd Chridianity. 
'J'hefe words will explain all his agitation. And 

* Letter nth of Auguft 1760. 

to 
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to have admitted within the fan&uary of letters# 

the man the mod notorious for his incredulity, 

would it not have been corroborating the fault 

government hid committed, in letting itfelf be 

led away by the hypocritical demonftrations of a 

Voltaire or a D’Alembert? Would it not have 

been crowning the mod fcandalous impiety with 

the laurels of licerature, and declaring that Atheifm 

fo far from being a dain, would be a new title to 

its honors? The mod prejudiced mud own it 

would have been an open contempt for religion, 

and Choifeul and La Pompadour were confcious, 

that it was not yet time to allow the confpirators 

fuch a triumph. D’Alembert even flmink back 

when he beheld the clamours it would excite, and 

defifted for the prefent. But the critical moment 

was now come, when the miniders fecretly ab- 

betted, what they publicly feemed to with to 

crufh. D’Alembert perfided in his hopes, that 

with fome contrivance he would foon be able to 

exclude all writers from literary honors, who 

had not offered fome facrifice at lead, to the Anti- 

chridian Sophidry, and he at length fucceeded. ' 

Succefs of From the time when D’Alembert had conceived 

the con- 0 f what importance the French academy, con- 

an'dUftof verted into a club of irreligious Sophiders, might 

the pun- b e to t h e confpiracy, let us examine the merits of 
cipal aca- r J 

dcmici- fome of thofe who were admitted among its 
*“• members. Fird, we find Marmontel perfectly 

coinciding 
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Coinciding in opinion with Voltaire, D’Alembert 
and Diderot; then in fucceflion, La Harpe the 
favorite adept of Voltaire; Champfort, the adept 
and hebdomadary co-adjutor of Marmontel and 
La Harpe; a Lemierre diftinguifhed by Voltaire 
as a Jiaunch enemy to the wretch, or Chrift *; an 
Abbe Millot whofc foie merit with D’Alembert 
was his total oblivion of his priefthood, and with 
the public to have transformed the hiftory of 
France into an antipapal one f; a Briennes, long 
fince known to D’Alembert as an enemy to the 
church, though living in its bofom; a Suar, a 
Gaillar, and laftly a Condorcet, whofe reception 
was to enthrone the fiend of atheifm within the 
walls of the academy. 

It does not appear why Mr. de Turgot did not 
fucceed in his admiffion, though leconded by all 
the intrigues of D’Alembert and Voltaire In 
calling an eye on their correfpondence, the reader 
would be furprifed to fee of what concern it was 
to them to fill this philolophical Sanhedrim with 
their favorite adepts. There arc above thirty 
ktters on the admifiion of their adepts, or on the 
exclufion of thofe who were friendly to religion. 
Their intrigues, whether through protection o t 
any other way, were at length fo fuccelsful, that 

• Letter from Voltaire to Damilaville, 1767? , 

f Letter of D’Alembert, 27th Dec. 1777. 

• t Letter of Voltaire, 8th of Feb. 1776. 

Vol. I. K in 
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iji a few years, the name of Academician and 
Atheift or Deift were fynonimous. If there were yet 
to be found among them fome few men, efpecially 
bifhops, of a different ftamp from Briennes, it 
was a remains of deference fhown them, which 
fome might have miftaken for an honor, whilft 
they lhould have looked upon it as an infult, to 
be feated next to a D’Alembert, a Marmontel or 
a Condorcet. 

There was however among the forty, a layman 
much to be refpfted for his piety. This was Mr. 
Beauzet. I one day afked him, how it had been 
poflible, that a man of his morality could ever 
have been affociated with men fo notorioufly un- 
believers ? “ The very fame queftion (he an- 

*' fwered), have I put to D’Alembert. At one 
“ of the fittings, feeing that I was nearly the only 
“ perfon who believed in God, I afked him, how 
** he poflibly could ever have thought of me for 
** a member, when he knew that my fentiments 
“ and opinions differed fo widely from thofe of 
“ his brethren ? D’Alembert without hefitation 
“ (added Mr. Beauzet) anfwered, I am fenfible 
<c of your amazement, but we were in want of a 
<* fkilful gramarian, and among our party, not one 
“ had made himfelf a reputation in that line. Wc 
** knew th^t you believed in God, but being a 
" good fort of man, we caft our eyes on you, 

« for 
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w for want of a philofophcr to fupply your 
u place.” 

Thus was the feeptre wrefted from the hands 
of fcience and talents, by the hand of impiety. 
Voltaire had wifhed to place his confpirators under 
the protection of the Royal Sophifterj D’Alem- 
bert (topped their flight, and made them triumph 
in the very ftates of that monarch, who gloried in 
the title of Molt Chriftian. His plot, better laid, 
conferred the laurels of literature folely on the 
impious writer, whilft he who dared defend reli- 
gion, was to be covered with reproach and infamy. 
The French academy thus converted Into a club 
of infidels, was a far better fupport to the Sophifters 
confpiring againft Chriftianity, than any colony 
which Voltaire could have conceived. The acade- 
my infeCted the men of letters, and thefe perverted 
the public opinion by that torrent of impious 
productions, which deluged all Europe. Thefe 
were to be inftrumental in bringing over the 
people to univerfal apoftacy, and will be confi- 
dered by us, as the fixth means for the Antichriftian 
revolution. 


K 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Sixth Means of the Confpirators . — Inundation of 
Antiibrijlian Writings . 


Concert r i| ''HAT for thefe forty years paft, and parti- 
cles in -*»■ cularly for the laft twenty of Voltaire’s life, 
th«r all Europe has been overrun with molt impious 
writings, Aether under the forms of pamphlets, 

fyftems, romances or pretended hiftories, is one of 
thofe felf-evident truths which needs- no proof. 
Though I fliall in this place confine myfelf only 
to a part of what I have to fay on this fiibjeft, I 
will here fhow how the chiefs of the confpiracy 
sifted in concert, whether in the production, the 
multiplication or diftribution of them, in order to 
difieminate their poiions thoughout Europe. 

The method to be obferved in their own works, 
was particularly concerted between Voltaire, 
D’Alembert and Frederick. We fee them, in 
their letters, confiding to each other the different 
works they are writing againft Chriftianity, their 
hopes of fuccefs and their arts to enfure it. We 
fee them fmile at the fnares they have laid againfl 
religion, and that particularly, in thofe works and 
fyftems which they affefted mod to look upon as 

indif- 
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indifferent to, or as rather promoting than at- 
tacking religion. In that ftyle D’Alembert was 
admirable. The following example will convince 
the hiftorian, or the reader, of the great art of this 
crafty Sophifter. 

It is well known, with what immenft pains our Cunning 
phUofophers of the day, have been forming their tan^ert" 
pretended phyfical fyftems on the formation of "id* re- 
the globe, their numerous theories and genealo- 
gies of the earth. We have feen them diving 
into mines, iplitting mountains or digging up their 
furface in fearch of lhells, to trace old ocean’s tra- 
vels, and build their epochs. The ft numerous 
refearches, to hear them talk, had no other end 
but the advancement of fcience and natural ‘philo- 
fophy. Their new epochs were not to affeft re- 
ligion, and we have reafon to believe that many 
of our naturalifts had no other objeft in view, as 
many of them, real men of learning and of candour 
in their refearches, and capable of obfervationj 
have rather fornifhed arms againft, than forwarded 
thofe vain fyftems by their ftudies, labours or pe- 
regrinations t not fuch the cafe with D’Alembert 
and his adepts. They foon perceived that theft 
new epochs and fyftems drew the attention of di- 
vines, who had to maintain the truth of the fafts 
and the authenticity of the books of Mofes, the 
foundation and title-pages of Revelation. To 
baffle the Sorbonne and all the defenders of facred 
K 3 writ. 
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writ, D’Alembert writes a work under the title of 
¥he Abufe of Criticifm , a real apology of all thofe 
fyftems. The main drift of the work, was with 
lhowing a great refpedt for religion, 'to prove that 
neither revelation, nor the credibility of Moles, 
could be the lead affedted by thefe theories or 
epochs, and that the alarms of the divines were 
ungrounded. Many pages were dedicated to prove 
that thefe fyftems could only lerve to raife our 
ideas to the grand and fublime. That fo far from 
counter a fling the power of God , or his divine wifdim , 
they only difplayed it more j that coofidering the 
objedt of their refearches, it little became the divine, 
hut the natural philofopber to judge of them. Divines 
are refrefented as narrow -minded, pujillanimous, or 
enemies to reafon , terrified at an objedt which did 
not fo much as regard them. He is very pointed 
in his writings againft thofe pretended panics, and 
among other things fays, “ They have fought to 
“ connedt Chriftianity with fyftems purely philofo- 
« phical. In vain did religion, fo fimple and pre- 
“ cife in its tenets, conftantly throw off the alloy 
«« that disfigured it, and it is from that alloy the 
“ notion has prevailed, of its being attacked in 
« works where it was the leaft fo 

Thefe are precifely the works where, for the 
formation of the univerfe, a much longer fpace of 
time is required, than the hiftory of the creation, 

* The Abufe of Criticifm, Nos. 4, 15, 16, 17. 

delineated 
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delineated by Mofes, leaves us at liberty to fup- 
pole. 

Who but would have thought D'Alembert con- 
vinced that all thofe phyfical fyftems, thofe theo- 
ries, and longer J pace of time, fo far from overturn- 
ing Chriftianity, would only ferve to raife the gran- 
deur and fublimity of our ideas of the God of Moles 
and of the Chriftians. But that fame D’Alem- 
bert, while feeking this longer fpace of time, antici- 
pated his applaufe to the lie, which his travelling 
adepts were about to give to Moles and to reve-' 
lation. Thofe adepts rambling in the mountains 
of the Alps or the Appenines, are the men he 
points out to Voltaire as precious to pbilofopby. It 
is he who, after having been fo tender for the ho- 
nor of Moles and revelation, writes to Voltaire, 
“ This letter, my dear companion, will be deli- 
** vered to you by Defmarets, a man of merit and 
M of found philofophy, who wilhes to pay his re- 
« fpedts to you on his journey to Italy, where he 
<f purpofes making fucb obfervations on natural biflory, 
“ as may very well give the lie to Mofes. He will 
“ not fay a word of this to the maftcr of the fa- 
“ cred palace, but if perchance, be jhould difcover 
“ that the world is more, ancient than even the fep- 
*' tuagint pretend, be will not keep it a fecret from 

t* y 0U 


• Let. 137, 1763. 
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D'Alem- It would have been difficult to ufe more arc, 

refits Vol- t ^ ou 8* 1 wcre to direft the hand of an aflaffin i 
tairein D’Alembert would fometimes direCt Voltaire, 
S'™" when (hafts were to be lent from Ferney, which 
could not yet be (hot from Paris. On thefe oc- 
cafions the theme was already made, ' and only 
needed the laft glofs of Voltaire’s pen. 

When, in 1763, the Sorbonne publilhed that 
famous Thefis, which foretold what the French re- 
volution has fince taught the fovereigns of Europe, 
on the evil tendency of this modern philofophifm 
to their very thrones j D’Alembert, in hafte, in- 
forms Voltaire of the exigency of counteracting 
an impreffion fo detrimental to the confpiracy. 
He (hews Voltaire how to impofe on the kings 
themfelves, and how to involve the church in all 
their doubts and fufpicions. In tracing this maf- 
ter-piece of art and cunning, he reminds him of 
the contefts long fince extinCt, between the 
priefthood and the empire, and lets him into the 
whole art of throwing odium and fufpicion on the 
clergy *. Many other plans are propofed to the 
patriarch according to circumftances f. Thofe 
were in his ftyle the cbefnuts that Bertrand, 
(D’Alembert) pointed out under the ajbes, and which 
Baton (Voltaire) was to help him to draw out of 
the fire with bis delicate paw. 

• Let. of D’Alembert, 18 th Jan. and 9th Feb. 1773. 

J Particularly let. of 26th Feb. and zzd March 1774. 

Voltaire 
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. Voltaire did not fail, on his part, to inform Their 
P’Alembert and the other adepts, of what he him- concert * 
lelfoompofed, or of the fteps he took with miniftry. 

It is thus that as a prelude to the plundering de- 
crees of die revolution, he gave Count D’Argental 
notice of the memorial he had fent to the Duke 
de Praflin, to prevajj on that minifter to deprive 
the clergy of parents maintenance by abolifhing 
tythes *. 

Th e/e lecret memorials, the anecdotes, whether 
true or llanderous againft the religious writers, 
were all concerted among the confpirators and 
their chiefs f. Even fojthe imiles, the witticifms 
or infipid epigrams of the adepts, were under the 
direction of Voltaire, and ufed by him as forward- 
ing the confpiracy. He, better than any man, 
knew the powers of ridicule, and he would ofteh. 
recommend it to the adepts in their writings or 
in their conversion. “ Do your beft, he writes 
« to D’Alembert, to preferve your chearfulnefs, 

“ always endeavour to crujb the wretch. I only 
** afk five or fix witticifms a day ; that would 
“ fuffice. It would not get the better of them. 

“ Laugh Democritus, make me laugh, and the 
" fages fhall carry the day 

• Let. to the Count D’Argental, 1764. 

f Letters of Voltaire and D’Alembert, 18 and zo. 

J Let. 1 38, 

Voltaire 
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Voltaire was not always of the fame opinion, 
with regard to this attack oh Chriftianity. This 
method was not fufficiently elevated for a philofo- 
pher, and he loon after adds, in his quality of 
chief, ‘To the flood of jefls and farcafms , there fhould 
fucceed, fome ferious work, which however Jhould 
be worth reading, for the juftification of the philo- 
lophers, and the confufion of the wretch *. This 
work, notwithftanding the exhortations of the 
chiefi and his union with the adepts, never was 
executed. But on the other fide, the prefs teemed 
with deiftical and atheiftical works, fraught with 
calumny and impiety. Monthly or weekly fome 
new produftion of the mod daring impiety was 
printed in Holland. Such were the Philofopbic 
Soldier, The "Doubts, Prieflcraft, Blackguardifm un- 
veiled f, which are nearly the mod profligate the 
fe£t has produced. One would have thought 
Voltaire alone prefided over this traffic of impiety, 
fuch was his zeal in promoting the fale of them. 
Circula- He received notice of the publications, which he 
tion of communicated to his brethren at Paris. He re- 
work* commended their getting them, circulating them j 
urged, upbraided them with their little ardor in thread- 
ing them abroad, while he himfelf difperfed them 

• Let. to D’Alembert, 67. 

f Le Militaire Philofophe, Les Doubts, l’lmpofture Sacer- 
dotale, Le PoMbnifine devoile. 

all 
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all around him *. Toftimulate them, he would 
write, that it was out of thefe works that all the 
German youth learned to read in Jhort , that they 
were the univerfal catecbifms from Baden to Mo/cow f. 

When he thought Holland could not fufficiently 
jufe& France with thefe profligate writings, he 
would feleft thofe which D’Alembert was to get 
privately printed at Paris, and then diftribute them 
by thoulands. Such, for example, was the pre- 
tended Survey of Religion, by Dumarlais. “ They 
** have fent me,” thefe are Voltaire’s own words, 
** a work of Dumarfaij ascribed to St. Evremond. 
<f It is an excellent work (precifely one of the 
** moft impious). I exhort you, my dear brother, 
u to prevail on fome one of our faithful and be- 
ft loved, to reprint this little work, which may 
“ do a great deal of good Like exhortations, 
b.ut rather more prcffing, he made with regard to 
the Loft Will of Jean Mtflier, of that famous 
Curate of Etrepigni, whole apoftacy and blalphe- 
mies could make ftill ftronger an impreflion on 
the minds of the populace. Voltaire would com- 
plain that there were not fo many copies of that 
impious work in all Paris, as he himfelf had difper- 
f<?d throughout the mountains of Switzerland §. 


* Sec bis letters to Count D’Argental, to Mad. du Defiant 
and particularly to D’ Alembert, No. 2, 1769. 

f Let. to the Count D’Argental, 26th Sept. 1766. 

J Let. 122. 

$ Let. of D’Alembert, 3d of July, and of Voltaire, 1 jth 


Sopt. 1762. 


D’Alem- 
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D’Alem- 
bert’s ex 
cufe. 


D’Alembert was himfelf obliged to apologize 
as if indifferent and deficient in point of zeal, but 
particularly for not liaving dared, at the entreaties 
of Voltaire, to print in Paris and diflribute four or 
five thoufand copies of John Meflier's Laji Will. His 
excufe fhows the confummate confpirator, who 
knows how to wait the moment, and take precau- 
tions to enfure that fuccefs, which too great preci- 
pitancy might have ruined *. We fee by what he 
writes to Voltaire on a mafler-piece of impiety, 
entitled Good Senfe, that he was perfectly aware of 
the effedt thefe impious works had on the minds 
of the people j that he knew when they were to be 
multiplied or caft into the hands of the vulgar j he 
fays, “ This production ( Good Senfe ) is a work 
<c much more to be dreaded than the Syftem of 
“ Nature It • really was fo, becaufe, with 
greater art and unconcern, it leads to the moft un- 
qualified Atheifm ; and for that reafon we fee 
D’Alembert fetting forth the advantages to be de- 
rived from it to the confpiracy if it were abridged, 
though already but fmall, fo as to coft no more than 
five-pence, and thus to be fitted for the pocket and the 
reading of every cook-maid j\ 

Thefe low intrigues were not the only means 
the Sophifters refbrted to, to evade the law, and 
overrun all Europe with thefe Antichriftian pro* 

* Let. io2, f Let. 146. 

du&ions. 
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dudtions. They were fupported at court by Their 
powerful men, or minifterial adepts, who knew 
how to filence the law itfelf, or if it ever was to by minif- 
Ipeak, it was only the better to favour this im- try ‘ 
pious traffic, at another rime, in fpite of the ma- 
giftracy. The duke de Choifeul and Maleiherbes 
were again the promoters of this grand means of 
robbing the people of their religion, and inlinua- 
ting the errors of philolophifm. The former, 
with all the alTurance of minifterial defpotifm, 
threatened the Sorbonne with all the weight of his 
indignation, when by their public cenfures, they 
fought to guard the people againft thole epheme- 
rous produdtions. It was this ftrange exertion of 
authority, which made Voltaire exclaim, Long live 
the miniftry of France-, above all, long live the Duke of 
Choifeul ! *. 

Maleiherbes, who, having the fuperintendency 
over the whole of bookfelling, and hence enabled 
to evade the law, both as to the introdu&ion and 
circulation of theie impious writings, was on that 
objedt, in perfedt unilon with D’Alembert. They 
both would willingly have hindered the cham- 
pions of religion from printing their replies to that 
legion of infidels then riling in France. But the 
time was not yet come. With his pretended to- 
leration, Voltaire was indignant, that under a phi- 

f 1 ^. of Voltaire to MarmoqtdL 1767. 

lofophic 
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lofophic minifter, the apologifls of the Gofpel, 
ihould Hill have accefs to the prefs, and D’Alem- 
bert is obliged to plead in his defence, that Males- 
herbes, fo far from favoring the antiphilofophic 
works, had reluCtantly been obliged to fubmit to 
Juperior orders, which he could not refill *. Not 
content with a fimple connivance, fuch exeufes 
were not fa.isfaCtory to Voltaire, nothing lcfs than 
the authority of kings could fecond his zeal, and 
he has again recourfe to Frederick. This inun- 
dation of impious books, was to have been the 
Concert grand objeCt of his colony. As yet unconfoled 
taireand ^ or the f a ^ ure of that plan, he writes to the king 
Frederick of the Sophifters, “ Was I younger, had I health, 
obila? “ I would willingly quit, the houfe I have built, 
“ the trees I have planted, to go and dedicate 
“ with two or three philofophers, the remainder of 
,c my life, under your protection, to the printing 
“ of a few ufeful books. But, Sire, cannot you, 
“ without expoftng yourjelf, have Jome of the Berlin 
«« bookfellers encouraged to reprint them, and to dif- 
*« tribute them throughout Europe, at a price low 
' “ enough to enfure their fale f.” 

This propofal, which transformed the king of 
Pruffia into the hawker-general of Antichriftian 
pamphlets, did not difpleafe his protecting ma- 
jcfty. “ You may (anfwers Frederick) make. 

• Let. of 13th Jan. 1757. f 5th April 1767. 

“ ufe 
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u life (four printers as you pleafe, they enjoy per- 
** feCt liberty, and as they arc connected with 
“ thofe of Holland, France and Germany, I have 
“ no doubt, but that they have means of con- 
“ veying books whitherfoever they may think 
“ proper 

Even at Peterlburg, Voltaire had found hawkers 
of thefe impious productions. Under the pro- 
tection, and by the influence of Count Schou- 
vallow, Ruflia was to petition Diderot, for leave to 
be honoured with the impreflion of the Encyclo- 
pedia, and Voltaire is commiflioned to announce 
that triumph to Diderot f. The molt impious and 
moft leditious work Helvetius had written, was 
then reprinting at the Hague, and the Prince 
Gallitzin dares to dedicate it to the Empreis of all 
the Ruflias. Here Voltaire’s zeal was out-run by 
his fuccefs. He could not help remarking, with 
what amazement the world would fee fuch a work 
inferibed to the moft defpotic fovereign on earth ; 
but whilft he fmiled at the imprudence and folly 
of the prince adept, he exultingly beheld the flock 
of Jages fllently increaflng , fince princes themfelves 
were no Ids eager than himfelf, in the circulation 
of thefe antichriftian writings. We find this ac- 
count repeated three different times in his letters 
to D’Alembert, fo great was his joy, and fo confi- 

• 5th May, 1767. f Let. of Voltaire to Diderot. 

dent 
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Their 

do&rine. 


dent was he of annihilating all idea of Chriftianitj^ 
in the minds of the people by this means. 

In this chapter we have only treated of the 
folicitude with which the chiefs fought to infufe 
the poifon of their writings into the minds of the 
people /Ta&r *vTc lhall fee the means employed by 
the (eft, to extend it to the hovel or the cottage, and 
to imbibe that low rabble with its impious prin- 
ciples, though we have feen Voltaire fo little 
dclirous of fuch a conqueft. 


'Note to CHAP. IX. 

On thofe Works nvbicb are more particularly recommended by 
tbe Conjpiraiors . 

Were I lcfs acquainted with a certain, though numerous 
dafs of readers, I might look upon the obfervations I am 
about to make, on the do&rine of thofe works which the 
chiefs of the confpiracy, independently of their own, fought 
to circulate through all daffies of fociety, as fuperfluous. 
I have not only to fatisfy men difficult of conviction, but 
perfuade men who will refill evidence itfel& unlefs it over- 
whelms them. In fpite of all the proofs we have already ad* 
duced of the confpiracy formed and carried on by Voltaire* 
D’Alembert, Frederick, Diderot and their adepts againll,the 
vitals of Chrillianity, will nobody recur again to fay, that 
the Sophilters only levelled their writings at the abufes, or 
at lead that Catholicity was their only aim, and that they 
never meant to attack the divers other religions that are within 
tbe pale of Chrillianity, whetber at Geneva or London, iq 
Germany or Sweden. *The extreme falfity of fuch an argu- 
ment renders it afofurd. If we do but refitft for a moment 
on the nature of thofe works, which the Sophillers circulated 

with 
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tfith fo much zeal; coaid they with to difTeminate other t )j C 
principles than thofe preached up in thefe works ? Let us ap- confpira- 
peal to them and fee if the deftru&ion of abufes, or even of c y was 
Catholicity alone, could have been their foie object. ^roved * 

The works we have feen fo higly recommended by Vol* £y t h c f c 
taire and D’Alembert, are particularly thofe of Freret, works. 
Boulanger, Helvetius, John Meilier, Dumarfais and Maillet, 
or at lead they bear the name of thefe Sophifters. They are 
once more, the Ppilosophic Soldier, the Doubts 
or the Sage’s Scepticism, Good Sense, whofe authors 
remain unknown. I will lay before the reader the divers 
opinions* broached by thefe writers, fo much commended by 
the Sophiflers, concerning thofe points which cannot be in* 
validated* without overthrowing the very foundation of Chri- 
fiianity. Then let any one conclude that the confpiracy 
only impugned abufes, or fome particular branch of Chri • 
dianity. 

The abfolute belief of the exiftence of a God, belongs to 
every religion that is Chriftian j let us then examine their 
do&rine as to a God. 

Freret tells us expreflly, “ The univer/al caufi , that God 
€€ of the pbilefopbers , of the Jews and of the Cbriftians, is but a of thefe 
** chimera and a phantom The fame author continues, 

“ Imagination daily creates frefh chimeras, which raife in 
“ them that impulfe of fear* and fuch is the phantom of 
** the Deity 

The author of Good Senfe , or of that work which D’Alem- 
bert wilhes to fee abridged, in order to fell it for 
five-pence to the poor and ignorant, is not fo emphatical ; 
but what is his do&rine ? “ That the phenomena of nature only 
“ prove the exiftence of God to a few prepojfejfcd men J* that is 
to fay, full of falfe prejudices ; “ that the wonders of nature. 


Of God. 


• Letter from Thrafybulus to Lucippus, page 164 and 254. 
Vol.I. L “ft 
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“ Jo far from befpeaking a God, are but the t necejfary ejfefts of * 
“ matter prodigioujly diver/if ed * 

The Philofophic Soldier does not deny the exigence of God, 
but fets off, in his firft chapter, by a monftrous comparifon 
between Jupiter and the God of the Chriftians , and the pagan 
god carries all the advantage of the difcuilion. 

According to the Chriftianity Unveiled , which appeared 
under the name of Boulanger, it is more reajonable to admit 
with Manes of a twofold God, than of the God of Chri- 
ftianity f. 

The author of the Doubts or of Scepticifm, informs the 
world, “ That they cannot know whether a God really 
44 exiils, or whether there exifts the fmalleft difference 
“ between good assd evil or vice and virtue Such is the 
drift of the whole of that work 

On the We **nd t ^ xc ^ amc °PP°f lt i on t0 Chriftianity in their 
Soul. doctrines on the fpirituality of the Soul. With Freret, 

* 4 every thing that is called Spirit or Soul, has no more 
** reality than the phantoms , the chimeras or the Jphinxes 

The Sophifler of the pretended Good Senfe , heaps up argu- 
ments anew to prove, that it is the body that feels, thinks and 
judges, and that the Sou l is but a chimera ||. 

Helvetius pronounces, “ That we are in an error, when 
•* we make of the Soul a jpiritual being ; that nothing can be 
tl more abfurd , and that the Sou l is not a diftinB being from 
€< the body **” 

Boulanger tells us decidedly, €€ That the immortality of the 
44 Soul, fo far from ftimulating man to the pradice of 

• 

• No. 36 et paffim. f Page 1 or. 

% Particularly No. 100 and 101. 

$ Letter from Thrafybulus. |f No. 20 and 100. 

** Of the Spirit, and of Man and his Education, No. 4 
and $. 

49 virtue. 
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** Virtue, is nothing but a barbarous, deflorate, fatal tenet, and 
contrary to all legifiation 

' If from thefe fundamental tenets, cfTential to every rcli- OnMora« 
gion, as well as to Catholicity, we pafs on to Morality, ^y* 
we (hall find Freret teaching the people, that 94 all ideas of 
99 jvJHc* a *d injuftice, of virtue and vice, of glory and inf any, 

99 are purely arbitrary and dependent oncufiom f.” 

Helvetius will one while tell us, that the only nile by 
which virtuous odious are diftinguifhed from vicious ones, is 
the law of princes, and public utility. Elfewhere he will 
*y> “ that virtue , that bonefy, with regard to individuals, 

“ is no mpre than the habit of odious perfonally advantageous, 

“ and that felfintereft is the foie (bale by which the atiions 
*' of man can be meafured. 0 Inline, “ that if the virtuous 
49 man is not happy in this world, then will be the time 
u to cry out, O Virtue / tbou art but an empty dream J.” 

The fame Sophifter alfo (ays, that (t fublime virtue, eu- 
94 lightened wt/dom, are only the fruits of thofe pafiions called 
94 f°Uj* Or that ftupidity is the neceflary confequence of 
44 the ceftation of pafiion. That to moderate the pafiions, is 
44 to ruin the ftate ||. That confcience and remorfe are nothing 
44 but the forefigbt of thofe phyfical penalties, to which 
* 4 crimes expofe us. That the man who is above the law, c^n 
94 commit, without remorfe, the diihonefi ad that may ferve 
•* his purpofe §.” That it little imports whether men are vi» 
cious, if they be but enlightened ## . 

And the fair (ex will be taught by this author, that 
49 modesty is only an invention of refntd voluptuoufnefs : 

* Antiquity Unveiled, page 15. 
f Letter of Thrafybulus. 

^ On the Mind. Difcourfe ad and 4th. 

H Idem. Difcourfe ad and 3d, chap. 6, 7, 8 and 10* 

$ Idem. Of Man, vol. ift, fee. ad, chap. 7. 

Idem. No. 9, chap. 6. 

L 2 " that 
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“ that morality has nothing to apprehend from love, for 
“ it is the paffion that creates genius, and renders man virtu- 
9i ous He will inform children, that u the command- 
“ ment of loving their father and mother, is more the work 
€t of education than of nature f.” He will fay to the mar- 
ried couple, that “ the law which condemns them to 
t€ live together, becomes barbarous and cruel on the day they 
“ ceafe to love each other X” 

In vain fliould we feek among the other works that the 
chiefs of the confpir&tors wifhed to circulate a more Chri- 
ftian morality. Dumarfais, as well as Helvetius, knows 
no other virtue but what is ufeful , nor vice but that which is 
hurtful to man upon earth ||. The Philofophic Soldier , 
thinks that fo far from being able to offend God, men are 
obliged to execute his laws §. The author of the Good Senfe fo 
much praifed by the leaders, tells them that to think we 
can offend God, is to think ourfelves ftronger than God**. He 
would even teach them to anfwer us, “ If your God leaves 
“ to men the liberty of damning themfelves, why Jhould you 
€t meddle with it f Are you vsifer than that God whofe rights 
€t you wilh to avenge f +.*• 

Boulanger, in that work fo much admired by Frederick 
and Voltaire, afferts that the fear of God, fo far from being 
the beginning of wifdom, would rather be' the beginning of 

It would be nfelefs to the reader, and irkfome to us, 
were we to carry thefe quotations any farther. Thofe who 
wiih to fee thefe texts and numberlefs others of the fame kind, 
may perufe the Helyian Lbtters. But certainly there 

* Of the Mind. Dif. 2d, chap. 4 and 15, Sec. 

f Of Man. Chap. 8. J Ibid. Se&. 8, Sec. 

|| Eflay on Prejudices, chap. 8.' 

•• Sed. 67. ft Sea. 135. 
veiled, in a note to page 163. 


§ Chap. 20. 

XX Chriftianity an- 
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is enough here to demonftrate, that confpirators who wUhed 
to circulate fuch works, were not levelling folely at the Ca- 
tholic religion, much lefs at a few abufes. No evidently 
every altar where Chrift was adored, was to be overthrown, 
whether Anglican, Calvinift or Proteftant. 

The bafe projeft of throwing into circulation four or five 
thouland copies of John Meflier’s Laft Will, would fully 
prove the abfolute defign of annihilating every veflige of 
Chriftianity, fince this Laft Will or Teftament is nothing 
but a grofs declamation againft the doctrines of the 
Gofpel. 


L 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

Of the Spoliations and Violences projected by the Con- 
fpirators , and concealed under the Name of ‘Tole- 
ration. 

What 1p)ERHAPS of all the arts put in practice by 
ration * -!■» the confpirators, none has fucceeded better 
reallywas. w j t i 1 them, than that perpetual appeal in all their 
writings to toleration , rea/on, and humanity •, of 
which Condorcet tells us they had made their war 
hoop *. In fa<5t it was natural enough, that men 
who appeared fo deeply imprefled with thele fen- 
timents Ihould gain the attention of the public : 
But were they real l Did the conlpiring Sophifters 
mean to content themfelves with a true toleration ? 
As they acquired ftrength, did they mean to grant 
to others what they a Iked for themfelves ? Thefc 
queftions are eafily folved,' and it would be 
ufelefs for the reader to feek the definition of each 
of thefe high-founding words impofed upon the 
public, when their private and real fentiments are 
to be leen in their continued cry of Crujh religion. 
To call an eye on their correfpondence, is fiiffi- 
cient to identify the plans of thefe confpiring So- 

* Sketch on Hiftory. Epoch 9. 

phifters. 
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phifters, with thole of the Jacobins their fuccrf- 
fors j do not the Petions, the Condorcets, and the 
Robefpicrres, adopt their wilhes and execute their 
plans under the fame malk of toleration. 

Plunder, violence and death has been the tole- Spolia- 
ration of the revolutionifts. Nor were any of** 0 ”*? 1 *" 
thefe means foreign to the firft confpirators, whole ted by 
language the latter had adopted. As to fpolia- Voluire * 
rions, I have already faid that Voltaire, as early 
as the year 1743, was plotting with the King of 
Prulfia to plunder the ecclefiaftical princes and the 
religious orders of their poflellions. In 1764, we 
have feen him fending a memorial to the Duke of 
Pratlin, on the abolition of tythes, in hopes of 
depriving the clergy of their fuftenance*. In 
1770, he had not abandoned his plan when he 
writes to Frederick, “ I wilh to God that Ganga- 
cf nelli had fome good domain in your neighbour- 
c< hood, and that you were not lo far from Lo- 
*• retto. It is noble to feoff at thefe Harlequin 
" Bull-givers. I like to cover them with ridi- 
€t cule, but I had rather plundbr them f.” 

Thefe various letters prove to the reader, that 
the chief of the confpirators only anticipated the 
plundering decrees of the Jacobins, or even the 
revolutionary incurfion their armies have made to 
Loretto. 

* Let. from Voltaire to the Coant D’Argental, 1764. 

8th June, 1770. 

L 4 Frederick, 
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Rejcfted Frederick, afluming the kingly tone. Teems for 
provedby 30 inftant To fhocked at thefe fpoliations, as to 
^ aVC for g° ttcn t ^ iat he had been the firft to pro- 
pole them. He anfwers, “ Were Loretto adjoin- 
. “ ing to my villa, I fhould not touch it. Its trea- 

** fures might tempt a Mandrin, a Conflans, a 
** Turpin, a Rich .... or their fellows. It is 
“ not that I reverence donations confccrated by 
u fottifh ftupidity, but what the public venerates 
“ is to be fpared. When one lobks upon one’s felf, 
“ as gifted with fuperior lights, out of companion 
“ for others, in commiferation for their weak- 
“ nefs, one (hould not Ihock their prejudices. It 
** is a pity that the pretended philofophers of our 
“ days are not of the lame way of thinking 
, But foon the Sophifter prevails over the monarch, 
and Frederick is no longer of opinion that fpoils 
of the church are to be left to a Mandrin : the 
very next year coinciding with Voltaire he writes 
to him, “ If the new minifter of France is a man 
<* of fenfe, he will neither be weak nor foolilh 
* c enough to reftore Avignon to the Pope f.” 
He recurs to his means of filently undermining the 
edifice, by firft plundering the religious orders, that 
they might then ftrip the bilhops J. 

• Let, 7th July 1770, f Let 29th June 1771. 

% 13th Aug, 1775, 


D’Alembert, 
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D’Alembert, on his fide advifed, that the clergy D’Afem- 

bert’s id- 

fbould be firft deprived of that confequence they v jce. 
enjoyed in the ftate, before they were plundered of 
their pofleflions. In fending to Voltaire his tafk 
almoft ready made, that he might fpeak out what 
he dared not utter himfelf, he tells him, “ that 
“ he muft not forget, if it could be done deli- 
** cately, to add to the firft part a little appendix, 

<r or an engaging poftfeript on the danger there 
“ is both for ftates and kings, to fuffer the clergy 
“ to form a feparate and diftindt body, with the 
“ privilege of holding regular afTemblies 

As yet this dodtrine was new both to king or 
ftate j they had never perceived this pretended 
danger of letting the clergy form a diftindt body 
in the nation, as did the nobility and the third 
order ; but thefe confpiring chiefs were anticipat- 
ing the horrors of the revolution, the plunders 
and murders of their Jacobin fucceflors and dis- 
ciples. 

The violent and fanguinary edidts, the decrees Voltaire’s 
of deportation and of death, were not foreign to w .‘^ for 

. # ° violent 

the wifhes of the confpiring chiefs. However fre- mealures. 

quent the words of toleration, humanity or reafon, 

may be in Voltaire’s mouth, it would be a great 

error in judgment to think, that thofe were the 

4>nly arms he wifhed to employ againft the Chri- 

• Letter 95, 1773. 

ftian 
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Frede* 

rick’s 

fimilar 

wiflu 


ftian religion. When he writes to Count Argen- 
tal, l< Had I but a hundred thoufand men, I well 
“ know what I would do with them*.” Or 
when he wrote to Frederick, “ Hercules went to. 
“ fight the robbers and Bellerophon chimeras ; I 
“ fhould not be forty to behold Herculefes and 
“ Bellerophons delivering the earth both from 
** Catholic robbers and Catholic chimeras f.” 
Doubtlefs it was not toleration that dictated thofe 
willies, and one is tempted to conclude, that he 
would not have been forry to behold the maffacre 
of the clergy, by the Herculefes and Bellerophons 
of the butchering September. Have we not feen 
him wilhing to behold every Jefuit at the bottom of 
the ocean , each with a Janfenift bung to bis neck ? 
When with the view of avenging Helvetius and 
philofophifm, he does not blulh to alk. Could not 
the moderate and difcreet propofal of ftr angling the 
laft Jefuit with the guts of the lajl Janfenifty bring 
matters to fome compromife ? In reading this, 
could we reafonably infer, that the humanity and 
toleration of Voltaire would have been greatly 
fhocked at the fight of thofe Blips, Bowed with 
the Catholic clergy by a Lebon, as a preparatory 
Bep to fubmerging them in the ocean ! ! ! 

Frederick feemcd to be nearer fimple toleration 
when he anfwered Voltaire : " Jt is not the lot of 

• i6thFeb. 1761. + 3d March, 1767. 
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f< arms to deftroy the wretch. It will perilh by 
“ thofe of truth At length he begins to think 
that force muft . ftrike the lad blow at religion. 
He is not averfe to this force, and one fees him 
willing to employ it had the occafion offered, 
when he wrote to Voltaire, “To Bayle, your fbre- 
** runner, and to yourfelf no doubt, is due the 
f€ honor of that revolution working in the minds 
te of men. But to fpeak with truth, it is not yet 
“ complete j bigots have their party, and it will 
“ never be perfected but by a Juperior force : from 
“ government muft the fentence iffue t that Jball crujb 
“ the wretch. Minifters may forward it, but the 
“ will of the fovereign muft accede. W ithout doubt 
** this will be effectuated in time, but neither of 
“ us can be fpeftators of that long-wifhed for 
« c moment -f.” 

There can be no doubt but wha t th*4 long- 
fought for moment was that, when impiety en* 

' throned, fhould caft afide the mafk of toleration, 

. which it had ncceffarily difguifed itfelf with: Ju- 
lian-like, would not Frederick alfo have had re- 
courfe to fuperior force at that defired period? 
would he not have leconded the . fophifms of the 
confpirators with that fentence which was to iffue 
from the fovereign ? He would have fpoken as a 
jnafter, and under Frederick might not the reigns 

• 25th March, 1767. + Let. 95, 1775* 

Of 
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of a Domitian or a Julian have been renewed, 
when apoftacy, exile or death, were the only alter- 
natives left to a Chriftian’s choice. But how to 
reconcile this fuperior force, this fentence of the 
government, that is to crujh , with what D’Alem- 
bert fays of that prince in a letter to Voltaire, 
is difficult: “ I believe him at his laft ffiift, and it 
“ is a great pity. Philofophy will not eafily find 
“ like him a prince, tolerant through indifference, 
“ which is the true ftyle, and an enemy to fuper- 
“ ftition and fanaticifm 

The But with D’Alembert even that mode of toltf- 

wtfh'of ratin S> t ^ rou g^ indifference, did not exclude un- 
D’AIem. derhand perfecutions ; nor would it have been in- 
* Jert * compatible with this man’s rage and phrenzy, fo 
openly expreffed in his letters to Voltaire, to fee 
a whole nation deftroyed folely for having Ihewn 
its attachment to Chriftianity. Could toleration* 
through indifference, didate the following lines ? 
“ Apropos of the King of Pruffia, he has at length 
“ got a-head again. And I, as a Frenchman 
* f and a thinking being, am quite of your opi- 
nion, that it is a great happinefs both for France 
“ and for philofophy. Thofe Auftrians are a fet 
" of infolent capuchines who hate and defpife us, 
** and whom I could wijh to Jee annihilated with 
“ the fuperjlition they protest f.” 

• Letter 195, an. 1762. f To Voltaire, 12th Jan. 1763. 

It 
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It would be ufelefs to remark in this place, that 
thcfe very Auftrians which D’Alembert wilbes to 
lee annihilated, were then the allies of France, at 
war with that very King of Pruflia whofc victo- 
ries he celebrates. Thefc circumftanccs might 
ferve to Ihow, how much more philofophifm fway- 
ed the heart of the Sophifter than the love of his 
country, or that toleration would not have hinder- 
ed the conipirators from betraying their king or 
country, could they by that have made a^new at- 
tack on Chriftianity. 

We plainly fee that all thefe inhuman wilhes 
were rather dropped unawares, than the awowcd 
objedt of their correlpondence. They were pre- 
paring the road for thofe feditious and ferocious 
minds, who were to perpetrate what the Sophi- 
fters yet could only devife and fcheme. The day 
of rebellion and murder was not yet come, with 
the fame wifhes circumftances had not diftributed 
to them the lame parts to aCt. Let us then exa- 
mine what characters the firft chiefs performed, and 
by what fervices each one in particular, fignalizing 
his zeal in the Antichriftian Confpiracy, prepared 
the reign of their revolutionary adepts. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP- XI., 

Part, Mtffion and private Means of each of the 
Chiefs of the Anticbriftian Confpiracy. 

I N order to attain the grand objcft of the 
confpiracy, in fhort to crulh the Chrift whom 
they purfued with unrelenting hatred, all the gene- 
ral plans and means they had concerted were judged 
iniufficient. Each one in particular was to concur 
with his own means, with thofe which his faculties, 
his fituation or peculiar million enabled him to 
taire’* exert. Voltaire was endowed with all thofe talents 
fervices : which adorn the eminent writer, and no fooner 
was the confederacy formed than he turned them 
all againft his God. * During the laft five and 
, twenty years of his life he declares himfelf, that 
be bad no other objett in view than to vilify the 
wretch*. Until that period, he had fliared his 
time between poetry and impiety, but hence- 
lus ardor: f orwar( ] jj C ; s fblcrly impious. One might have 
thought that he alone wilhed to vomit forth more 
blafphemies and calumnies againft the God of 
Chriftianity, than had done the whole clafs of Celfi, 

* Letter to Damilaville, 15th June 1762. 
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or Porphyrii during all ages. In the numerous 
collection of his works more than forty volumes in 
8 vo, Romances, Dictionaries, Hiftories, Memoirs, 

Letters or Commentaries, flowed from his pen, 
imbittered with rage and the wilh of crulhing 
Chrift. 

In this immenfe collection it would be in vain hu con. 
to feck any particular fyftem of Deifm, of Ma- 
terialifm or Scepticifm. They all form one 
common mats. We have leen him conju- 
ring D’Alembert to unite all theft: diverging 
feCts in the common attack againft Chrift, and 
his own heart may be faid to have been their 
focus. He cared not from whence arofe the 
ftorm, or whofe the hand that ftruck, for the 
fiibverfion of the altar was his only aim. The 
religious authors and we ourlelves, have Ihown 
him flckle in his fyftems and daily adopting new 
opinions, and that from his own works*; one 
beheld twenty different men in him alone, but 
each of them equally hateful. Rage accounts for 
his contradictions ; his hypocrify even flows from 
the lame fource. This latter phenomenon is not 
fufficiently known, it mult have its page in hif- 
tory ; but let Voltaire himfelf fpeak as to the extent 
and original caule of fo bale a conduit. 

During that inundation of Antichriftian books Of hit 
in France, government would fometimes, though ^*conu 

• See the Hclvian Letters, and particularly letter 34 and 42. muniom. 

remiffly. 
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remiflly, take cognizance of their authors. Vol- 
taire himfelf had been profecuted, on account of his 
firft impious writings. When declared premier 
chief, he thought that more caution became his 
pre-eminence, left any legal proof Ihould be acquired 
of his impiety. The better to attack, and the 
more fecurely to crujb Cbri/l, he conceals , himfelf 
under his very banners; frequenting his temples, 
being prefent at his myfteries, receiving into his 
mouth the God he blafphemed : and if annually 
at Eafter he received, it was but to blafpheme his 
God more audacioufly. To fo monftrous an ac- 
cufation, unconteftable proofs muft be brought. 

On the 15 th of Jan. 1761, Voltaire fends a 
performance, I know not what, but which the 
editor of his works fuppofes to be an epiftle to Ma- 
demoifelle Clairon a famous aftrefs in thole days, to 
one of his female adepts, the Countefs of Argental, 
whom he llyles his angel. Beyond a doubt it was 
a mod fcandalous produftion, fince only the 
chofen of the ele< 5 t are favored with it, or rather 
that Voltaire dares fend it to. In fine, whatever 
was the fubjeft, it was accompanied with the fol- 
lowing letter. 

“ Will you amufe yourfelf with the perufal 
** of this fcrap: will you read it to Mademoilelle 
“ Clairon ? None but yourfelf and the Duke de 
“ Choifeul are in pofifelfion of it: you will pre- 
** fcntly tell me that I grow very daring and 

“ rather 
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11 rather wicked in my old age : wicked ! No, 
“ I turn Minos, I judge the perverfe. But take care 
“ of yourfelf. There are people who do not fbr- 
“ give. — I know it, and I am like them. I am 
** now fixty-feven years old, I go to the parochial 
** mafs. I edify my people. I am building a 
“ church, I receive communion , and I will be buried 
«* there, zounds, in fpite of all the hypocrites* 
** I believe in Jefus Chrift confubftantial with 
€t God, in the Virgin Mary mother of God. — Ye 
c< -bale persecutors what have you to fay to me.— - 
** But you have written the Pucelle — >No, I never 
'* did. — It is you who are the author of it, itwaa 
" you gave ears to Joan’s palfrey.— I am a good 
“ Chriftian, a faithful fervant of the king, a good 
** lord of the parifh and a proper tutor for a daughter. 
** I make curates and Jefuits tremble. I do what I 
“ pleafe with my little province as big as the palmof 
“ my hand (his eftate extended about fix miles) j 
“lama man to diipofe of the Pope whenever 
“ I pleafe. — Well, ye raggamuffins, what have 
“ you to fay to me. — Thefe, my dear angels, are 
** the anfwers, I would make to the Fantins, 
f * Grifels, Guyons or to the little black mon- 

key, &c. &c.” 

The female adepts might laugh at the tone and 
ftyle of fuch a letter, but will the judicious reader 
fee it in any other light, than as the production of 
an infolent old man, who proud of his protections 
Vol. I, M is 
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is rieverthelefs determined to impudently lie, arid 
to fet forth the moft orthodox pfofelfion of faith, 
fhould the religious authors accufe him Of im- 
piety, to combat the laWs with denials Or his facri- 
legious communions j and the infidel talks of hypo- 
crites and bafe cowards ! 

Such odious artifice feems to have Ihdcked 
the Count D’Argental himfelf, for on the i6th Of 
January following, Voltaire writes to him, “ Th&t 
« had he a hundred thoufand men he kriows Whit 
« ufe he would make of themj but as 1 have them 
« not, I will receive at Eafter , and you may call 
* f me hypocrite as much as ybu pleaje\ yes by God, 
« I will receive the facrameric, and that ih Com- 
“ pany With Mad. Denis and Mademoifelle Cor- 
“ neiUe, and if you fay much, I will put the fan- 
u turn ergo into verle and that in croft rhimts." 

It appears that many more of the adepts were 
aihamed of this meannefs in theit chief. He at 
length thinks himfelf bound to Write to D’Alem- 
bert on the fubjeft, and tells him, “ I know 
« there arc people who Ipeak ill of itty' Eafter 
« devotions. It is a penance I muft refign ihy- 
“ felf to, in expiation of my fins.^yki, / have 
« received my Eafter communion , and what is more t 
« I pre/ented in per/on, the billowed bread } ifter 
« this, I could boldly defy both Molinifts and 
“ Janfenifts 

* »7th of April 1768. 
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If thefe laft words do not fufficiently declare 
the motives of his hypocrify, the following letter, 
again to D’Alembert, will do away all doubt. 
It is only three days posterior to the laft. • ** In 
" your opinion, what are die iages to do when 
“ they are furrounded by fenfelefs barbarians? 
“ There are times when one nujt imitate their dif- 
“ tortions and fpedk their language. Mutemus cly- 
• « peos (let us change our bucklers). In fine, 

cf what I have done this year, I have already done 
" feveral times , and pleale God I will do it again 
This is the fame letter in which he particularly re- 
commends that the myfteries of Mytra Jbould nit 
be divulged , and concludes it with this terrible 
lentence againft Chriftianity, For the monfter mujt 
fail pierced by a hundred invincible hands', yes, let 
it fall beneath a tboufand repeated blows. 

With this profound diflimulation f, Voltaire 
combined all that dark-dealing aftivity, which the 

oath 

• lft of May 1768. 

f If I am to credit men who knew Voltaire in the .earlier 
part of his literary triumphs, he was then no ftranger to this 
profound hypocrify. The following is an anecdote I learned 
of men who knew him well. By one of thofe fantaftical 
chances, Voltaire had a brother, an arrant Janfenill, profef- 
fing all that aufterity of manners which that fed aife&ed. 
The Abbe Arouet heir to a conhderable fortune would not 
fee his impious brother, and openly faid that he would not 
leave him a halfpenny. But his health was weak, and his 
M 2 life 
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oath of crulhing the God of Chriftianity could 
fuggeft to the premier chief of the Antichriftian 
Sophifters. Not content with his partial attacks, 
he had recourfe to whole legions of adepts from 
Hispref- the eaft to the weft ; he encouraged them, he 
£"8 «* prcffed and ftimulated them in this warfare. Pre- 
to the lent every where by his correipondcnce, he would 
“dept*. wr lte to one, “ Prevail on all the brethren, 
«« to purfue the wretch in their dtfcowrjes and in 
“ their writings, without allowing him one moment's 
“ rejpite" To another he would fay, * c make as 
“ much as pojjible, the moft prudent efforts to crujh 
“ the wretch." Should he obferve any of the 
adepts lels ardent than himfelf, he would extend 
his Philippics to all : “ They forget (lays he) that 
“ the moft material oocupation ought to be to'cru/h 

life could be of no long duration, Voltaire bad not given 
up all hopes of the inheritance; he turns janfenift and 
a 2b the devotee ; on a fudden he appears in the JanfeniHical 
garb, with a large fiouchcd hat, he runs from church to 
church. He took care to choofe the lame hours as the Abbe 
Arouet, and there with a deportment as contrite and humble 
as Deacon Paris himfelf, kneeling in the middle of the 
church, or Handing with his arms crofied on his breaft, hi* 
eyes call on the ground, on the altar or on the Chriftian orator, 
he would hearken or pray with all the compun&ion of the 
penitent finner reclaimed from his errors. The Abb£ be- 
lieved in his brother’s converfion, exhorted him to perfevete 
and died leaving him all his fortune. But the JanfenilPs caflt 
was all that Voltaire retained of his converfion. 

* the 
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** the monfier *.** The reader has not forgotten 
that monfter, wretch and Chrift or religion> are 
lynonimous in hfc mouth. Satan could not have 
been more dr dent, when, in the war of hell againft 
heaven, he fought to ftir up his legions againft the 
Word ; he could not more urgently exclaim, we 
muft- triumph over the Word or taeanly ferve: 
lhame in defeat, could not be expreffed more 
forcibly by Satan than by Voltaire, when he 
cries out to his adepts, “ Stub is our pofition, that 
* c toe Jball be the execration of mankind, if (in this 
“ war againft Chrift) toe have not the better fort of 
“ people on our fide } we muft therefore gain them 
** coft what it will ; crujb the wretch , I tell you, 

“ then crujb the wretch -J-.” 

So much zeal had made him the idol of the Hu cor. 
party. The adepts flocked, from all parts to fee 
him, and went away fired with his rage. Thole 
who could not approach him, confulted him, laid 
their doubts before him ; would crave to know 
whether there really was a God, if they really had 
a foul. Voltaire, who knew nothing of the mat- 
ter, fouled at his own power, but always anfwered 
that the God of the Chriftians was to be crulhed. 

Such were the letters he received every week %. 

* See letter* to Thiriot, Saurin and Damilaville, 

f Let to D’Alembert, 129. 

| Voltaire’* let. to Mad. du Defiant, aad July 1761. 

M3 He 
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Frede- 
rick's fer< 
vices. 


He "wrote himfelf a prodigious number in the fame 
blafphemous ftyle. One muft have feen the cod- 
ledfcion, to believe that the heart or hatred of one 
Angle man could didtate, or that his hand could 
pen them, and that without alluding to his many 
other blafphemous works. In his den at Femey, 
he would be informed of, and fee all j he would 
even direct every thing that related * to the con- 
fpiracy. Kings, princes, dukes, marquifles, petty 
authors or citizens, might write to him, provided 
they were but impious. He would anfwer them 
all, ftrengthen them, and encourage them in their 
impiety. Infine, to his extreme old age, his life 
was that of a legion of devils, whofe foie and con- 
tinued objedt, was to crufti Chrift and overthrow 
his altar. 

Frederick the Sophiftpr, though on a throne, 
was not lets adtive, nor lets aftonrfhing for his ac- 
tivity. This man, who alone did for his ftates all 
that a king could do, and more even than both 
king and miniftens in moft other countries do, 
out-ftripped the Sophifters alfo, in their Anti- 
chriftian deeds. As a chief of the conlpiracy, his 
part, or folly, was to fee and protedt the inferior 
adepts, if any of themchanced to fallVidtims to what 
was called fanaticifm. When the Abbe Delprades 
was obliged to fly the cenfures of the Sorbonne 
and the decrees of the parliament, the fophiftical 
monarch prefents him with a canonicate at Bre- 

flaw. 
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flaw *. A hair- brained youth flics the vengeance 
Of the laws, after having broken the public jnonur 
meats of religion, he is received, and the colours 
of a regiment are entrufted to his hands j\ If i? 
treafures are ejehaufted for his armies, but not fo 
for the adepts. In the very height of war, their 
pen (ions, and particularly D'Alembert’s, are re- 
gularly pud. 

He was fbmetimes feen to lay slide the Sopfti- 
fter, and think it beneath a monarch to be con- 
nected with a let of blackguards, coxcombs ami w- 
fiouary fools But thofe were little Tallies which 

the Sophifters caflly overlooked ; his philofophifm 
would return, he was one of their’s again, and his 
hatred to Chriftianity would once more engage 
his whple attention. Ife would then fppr on Vol- 
taire himlielf •, he would urge and folicit him im- 
patiently for new writings, and the more impiov| 
the work, the more hie approved of it. Then 
with Voltaire and D'Alembert, he would demean 
himfelf even to their artifices i he would above 
all admire the hand that ftruck unleen, or as he 
ejeprefles himfeU^ that method of filliping the 
vtretcb , while loading him with civilities §. 

Then aflumiqg the character of bafe flattery, 
he would ftyle Voltaire! the God of Philofophy, 

* Voltaire to D’Alembert, 2 and 3, 
t ibid, an. J Hit Dialogues of the Dead. 

$ 16 March 1771. 

M4 “He 
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«« He would figure him afcending Olympus, 
** loaded and- fatiated with glory, the conqueror of 
<c the wretch , fupported by the genii ,of Lu- 
** cretius and Sophocles, of Virgil and Locke, 
" feated on a car beaming with light, and placed 
“ between Newton and Epicurus*.’’ He paid 
homage to him for the Antichriftian revolution, 
which he faw preparing f. Unable to triumph 
by lb many titles himfelf, he would acquire that of 
being laborious, and all thofe impious works, whe- 
ther in rhyme or in profe, and publilhed under his 
name, are not the only productions of the royal 
Sophiftcr. Many are thofe which he privately 
uihered into circulation, and which never could 
have been thought to be thofe of a man who had 
the duties of the throne to fulfil. Such, for exam- 
ple, that extract of Bayle, more impious than 
Bayle himfelf ; he only rejeCts the ufelefs articles, 
in order to condenfe the poilbn of the reft. His 
J/kakia, and that Difcourfe on the Hiftory of the 
Church, fo much extolled as well as its preface, by 
the abettors of impiety. Infine, fuCh were his num- 
berlefs productions, in which Voltaire finds no 
other fault but the eternal repetitions' (like his 
own), of the lame arguments againft religion J. 

• 25th Nov. 1766. f Let. 154, anno 1767. 

J Correfpondence of Voltaire and King of Prui&a, let. 
133, »5*» *59> *c. &«• 

Hence 
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Hence we fee that it was not enough for Fre- 
derick to forward the confpiracy by his counfels ; 
to give refuge to its agents; but he would alfo, 
by his conftancy and application to infeft Europe 
with his impieties, attain to the rank of chief. If 
he was inferior to Voltaire, it was by his talents, 
and not from his hatred ; but had Voltaire been 
deftitute of the fupport of a Frederick, he 
could not have rilen to the height he did. Pof- 
iefled of the fecret, he would willingly have ini- 
tiated all kings, to the myfteries of the confpiracy, 
and of all, he was the king who gave it the chief 
fupport. His example was ftill more powerful 
than his writings, and it may be juftly faid that, 
his reign was that of the feeptered infidel. 

Placed in an humbler fphere, Diderot and Diderot's 
D’Alembert began their million, or parts, by a fcrvice *’ 
game, which well chara&erized their apoftlefhip. 

Both were already actuated by its zeal, but neither 
had yet acquired that reputation which they after- 
wards gained, more by their impiety, than by their 
abilities. The cofFee-houfes of Paris were their 
firft ftage. There unknown, firft in one then in 
another, they, would begin an argument on religious 
matters, Diderot the aifailant and D’Alembert the 
defendant. The objection was forcible and 
pointed, the energy and tone of Diderot was in- 
vincible. The reply was weak, but made with 
all the apparent candour of a Chriftian, who 

wifhed 
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wilhed to maintain the honor and truth of Jms re- 
ligion. The idle Parifians, who generally referred 
to thefe places, would hearken or admire, and 
fometimcs take a part in the difpute. Diderot 
then infilled, refumed and preffed the argument. 
D’Alembert in return, owned that the dilftculty 
appeared unanfwerable, and then withdrew as if 
afliamed, and regretting, that neither his divinity, 
nor his love for religion, could fumilh him with 
arguments for its defence. Soon after our two 
friends would meet to felicitate each other on the 
good fuccels of their fham conflict, and on theim- 
preflion they had made upon the croud of ignorant 
hearers, who had been completely doped. They 
made a frefli appointment ; the difppte was taken 
up again, the hypocritical advocate for religion, 
makes a new dilplay of his zeal, but fubmits to the 
fuperior arguments of Atheifm. At length the 
police, informed of their game, attempted to put 
a (lop to it; but it was too late j theie fophifms 
had fpread through the different focieties, never 
more to be eradicated, ffence arofe, in great 
part, that fory which fopn became fafoionable, 
with all the youth of Paris, of .deputing on matters 
of faith, and that Hill greater folly of looking -on 
objections as infuperable, which immediately dis- 
appear when in fearch of truth, we leek to know 
it, and follow it in lpite of thpfe paffions which 
militate againft it. It was on this occaffon, of the 

coffee- 
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coSte-houfc difputatians, chat the lieutenant of 
die police, upbraiding Diderotwith propagating 
Athetfin, that madman proudly anfwered. It is 
true, I sin an Atbaft , stud I gkry in it. Why Sir, 
replied the minifter, you would know, were you 
in my place, that had no God exifted, it would 
be neceflary to hare invented one. 

However much the brain of this Atheift might 
have been heated, the fear of the Baftille put a pe- 
riod to his apoftlefliip. The minifter would have 
been more correct in his office, had he threatened 
him with Bedlam. We refer the reader to the 
Hdvian Letters, where are recorded his numberlefs 
tides to a place there *. He was in reality the 
boafting madman ofthe confpkacy. They wanted 
a man of this caft, who would niter all the abfurd 
and cootradiftory impieties which his brain could 
invent. Such are tbofe ideas with which he ffikd 
his different writings, his pretended Pbtiofopbic 
Thoughts, his Letter au the Blind, his Code and 
his Sjfim Nature. 

This laft work gave great offence to Frederick, 
wboteven refitted it, for reasons we fhaH explain 
in the Andmonarchial Confpiracy. And indeed 
D’Alembert always kept die att chons name a pro- 
found fecret He woiMnot even owoittoVok 

• Let. 57 and 58* 

tairc, 
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taire, though he was as well acquainted with it as 
myfelf. Diderot, was not the foie author of this 
famous fyftem. To build this chaos of nature, 
which deftitute of intelligence , had made man in- 
telligent, he had §fiociated with two other Sophi- 
flers, whofe names I will not hazard, for fear of 
error, not paying fufHcient attention to them to be 
certain ; but as to Diderot, I am fure, being pre- 
vioufly acquainted with him. It was he who fold 
the manufeript, to be printed out of France, for 
the fum of one thoufand livres. I know the fa& 
from the man who paid them and owned it, when 
he had learned to better know thofe impious So- 
phifters. 

Notwithstanding all thefe follies, Diderot, was 
not the lefs, in Voltaire’s eyes, the illuftrious phi - 
lofopber, the br/sve Diderot, and one of the moft 
ufeful knights of the conlpiracy*. The confpira- 
tors proclaimed him the Great Man ; they fent 
him to foreign courts as the Admirable Man •, and 
when he had been guilty of fome notable piece of 
folly, they were lilent, or even difowned him. This 
was the cafe in particular, when at the court of the 
Emprefs of Ruffia. 

Formerly at all courts, a fool was kept for their 
amufement ; falhion had fubftituted a French phi- 

• Let. from Voltaire to Diderot, 25th of Dec. 1761, and 
M Damikville, 1765, &c. 

lofopher. 
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lofopher, and little had been gained in point of 
common ienie. But die Emprefs Catherine, foon 
perceived that much might be loft with refpett to 
public tranquillity. She had Tent for Diderot, Ihe 
judged his imagination to be buxbauftitle. She 
clafied him among the moft extraordinary men that ever 
exifted *. She was correct in her judgement, for 
Diderot behaved himielf in luch an extraordinary 
manner, that her majefty thought it necefiary to lend 
him back to the place he came from. He com- 
forted himfelf for his difgrace, with the idea that 
the Ruffians were not yet ripe for the fublimity of 
his philoibphy. He lets off for Paris in a bannian, 
with a velvet cap on his head. His footman, like 
a king at arms preceded, and when they were to 
pafs through any town or village, he would cry 
out to the gazing multitude, it is Diderot the 
great man that pafles f. Such was his equipage 
from Pcterfburg to Paris. There he was, to 
fupport the character of the extraordinary man, 
whether writing in his ftudy, or dealing out in 
divers companies, his philofophic abfurdidcs j al- 
ways the bofom friend of D’Alembert, and the 
admiration of the other Sophifters. He finifhed 
his apoftlefhip by bis Dfe of Seneca , in which he 
fees no other difference between him and his dog 

* Catherine to Voltaire, let. 134, anno 1774. 

f Feller’s Hiftorical Di&omuy. 
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but that of their drefe : and by his New Pbtlofo- 
pbical Thoughts > where God is fuppofed to be the 
Animal Prototype and mortals fo many little par- 
ticles flowing from this great animal, and fbccef- 
fively mctarnOrphofed into all forts of animals 
until the end of time, whence they are all to return 
to the divine fubftance, whence they had origi- 
nally emanated *. 

Diderot would madly utter all thole abfiirdides, 
which Voltaire would impioufly aflert. None 
gained credit it is true, but religious truths were 
enfeebled by thefe aflertions wrapped in frothy 
difcourfe and philofophic pomp. Men ceafed to 
believe the religion of Chrift, ever reviled in 
thefe writings, and that was all the Sophifters 
aimed at. Hence was the part which Diderot 
afted, fo efiential to the confpiracy. 

Who can combine this antichriftian zeal, ever 
boiling ever emphatic when his imagination is 
heated, with that real admiration which he often 
exprefled for the Goipel. The following is an 
anecdote I had from Mr. Beauzet, a member of 
the academy. One day going to fee Diderot, he 
found him explaining a chapter of the Gofpel to 
his daughter, as ferioufly and with the concern of 
the molt Chriftian parent. Mr. Beauzet exprefled 
his furprize. <f I underftand you, faid Diderot, 

* New Philolophical Thoughts, page 17 and 18. The 
.whole is expofed in the Helvian Letters, No. 49. 

« but 
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bat in troth where could I find, or what better 
kt lefibns could I give her ?” 

D’Alembert would never have made foch an D'^em. 
avowal. Though the conftant friend of Diderot rkeu * 
we find throughout their lives, and their philofo- 
phic ccrurfe, that fame difference which marked 
their firft effays in the apoftkfhip. Diderot fpoke 
Out whatever he thought for the moment, 
D’Atetnbeit never but what he wilhed to fay. 1 
Will defy any one to find his real opinion on God 
or on the /out, elfewhere than in his private cor- 
relpondence with the confpirators. His works 
have all the darknefs and cunning of iniquity, 
but he is the fox that infc&s and then burrows 
himfelf. Eafier would it be to follow the twift- 
ings of the Cel, or trace the windings of the fer- 
pent gliding through the grafs, than the tortuous 
jcourle he follows in thofe writings which he 
owns *. 

Nobody 


* From the critic ifin made of his works in oar Helvian 
Letters ; the refalt is this : D’Alembert will never declare 
himfelf 'a fceptic, or whether he knows of the exiftence of 
a God or not. He will even let you think that he believes in 
God ; bat will begin by attacking certain proofs of a Deity { 
he will tell you that through zeal for the Deity, man araft 
know how to choofe among thofe proofs. ' He will end by 
attacking them all, with a jts on one objedl, and a nt a little 
later on the fame; he will entangle the minds of his readers, 
he will raife donbts in them, and futile to fee them fallen 

without 
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Nobody was ever more true to Voltaire** 
maxim of ftrike, but bide your band. The avowal 
he makes of his bows to religion, while he is 
driving to pull it to pieces *, might difpenfe the 
hiftorian from feeking thofe numerous proofs with 
which the works of this Sophifter abound. To 
make himfelf amends for this perpetual re- 
ftraint under which, from his dUTimulation, he 
was forced himfelf to write, by means of hispu~ 
pils or in their produ&ions he would lpeak more 

without perceiving it, into the very fnare he had prepared 
for them. He never tells you to attack religion, but he will 
tempt you with a Hand of arms, or place them in your hands 
ready for combat. (See bis Elements tf Pbilofopby and mar 
Helvian Letters , No. 37.) He will never declaim agaiuft the 
morality of the church or the commandments of God, but 
he will tell you that there does not exift a Jingle catecbt/m on 
morality , fitted to the capacities of youtb ; and that it is to be 
hoped there will at length appear a Philofopher who will 
confer that gift (See Elem. of Phil. No. 12.). He will not 
pretend to deny the fweets of virtue, but he will tell you, 
“ that all philofophers would have better known our nature, 

had they been fatisfied with limply confining the happinefs 
** of this life to the exemption from pain.” ( Preface of tbe 
Encyclopedia). He will not offend his reader by obfeene de- 
fections, but he will tell him. Art. happiness, “ Men all 
(< agree as to the nature of happinefs ; they declare it to be 
“ the fame as pleafure, or at leasts that they are indebted to 
“ pleafure for all that is moft delicious in it.” And thus his 
young pupil is transformed into an Epicurean without know- 
ing it. 

• Let. to Voltaire, No. 151. 
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daringly. When he returned them their works, he 
Would artfully intimate an article or plan a preface, 
but lo much the worfe for the pupil, if he under- 
went the punilhment incurred by the mailer. Mo- 
rellet, as yet a youth, though already a graduate 
Among the divines of the Encyclopedia, had juft 
publilhed his firft eflay in philofophifm. This 
was a manual with which Voltaire was enchanted 1 
above all he valued the Preface, it was one of the 
fineft lajbes ever given by Protagoras * The youth 
was taken up and fent to the Baftile. The real 
Protagoras or D’Alembert, who had fo well taught 
him the art of lajbing, never owned the whip, as 
may be fuppoled *. 

On the whole, D’Alembert would have beeu 
but of little ufe to the confpirators, had he con- 
fined himfelfto his pen. In fpite of his quibbling 
ftyle and of his epigrams, his talent of wearying 
his readers left them an antidote. Voltaire, by I* *bar- 
giving him another million fuited his genius bet- 
ter. He had relerved to himfelf the miniflers, y outl1 * 

. dukes, princes and kings, and all thole fufficicnt- 
ly initiated to forward the conlpiracy. But 
charged D’Alembert, with the care of training the 
young adepts : ** Endeavour,” he writes exprefsly, 

* Letter from D’Alembert to Voltaire, anno 1760, and 
of Voltaire to Thiriot, 26th Jan. 1762. 

Vol. I. N «« endeavour 
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“ endeavour on your part , to enlighten youth as much 
** as you are able 

Never was million more aftively, more zea- 
kmfly, nor more ably fulfilled. It is even to be 
remarked, that however hidden D’Alembert may 
have been in all the other parts he ailed in the 
confpiracy, he was not averfe to having his zeal in 
this particular rather oblerved. He was the gene- 
ral prote&or of all young men who came to 
Paris pofiefTed of any talent. Had they any for- 
tune of their own, he dazzled them with crowns, 
premiums, or even with the academic feats, of 
which he abfolutely difpofed, either as perpetual 
fecrctary, or as irrcfiftible in all thofe petty in- 
trigues wherein he fo much excelled. The reader 
ha3 already feen what a party- ftroke it was for the 
confpirators, to have filled this tribunal ofEuropean 
Mandarines prefiding over the empire of letters, 
with their adepts. But his power in this extended 
far beyond Paris. He writes to Voltaire, ** I have 
“ juft got Helvetius and the Chevalier de Jeau- 
** court, admitted into the academy at Berlin.” 

D’Alembert was particularly attentive to fuchof 
the adepts as were intended to train others* or to 
fulfil the functions of private or public profeflors, 
or of tutors in private families ; but particularly in 
the latter, when the pupil, by his rank or wealth, 

* ijth Sep. 1762. 
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could hereafter be a protestor of the confpirators, 
or more amply remunerate his teacher. This was 
the true method of imbibing youth with the real 
principles of the confpiracy. D’Alembert was 
perfettly aware of its importance, and judged his 
means fo well that he fucceeded in ipreading fuch 
tutors and preceptors, throughout all the countries 
of Europe, and deferved the title of the moft for- 
tunate propagator of philolbphifm. 

The proofs he cites of their progrefs, will fiif- 
fice to fhow the choice he had made. “ There is 
" my dear philofopher, he exultingly writes to 
“ Voltaire, there is what was pronounced at Caf- 
“ fcl on the 8th of April, in prefence of his high- 
** nds the Landgrave of Heflfe Cafifel, of fix 
** princes of the empire and of a moft numerous 
ct affembly by a profejfor of hijtary which I gave te 
** bis Higbnrfs the Landgrave This was a dif- 
courfe full of the groffeft imre&ives agatnft the 
church and the clergy as ebfcure fanatics, ye fraters 
crofter ed or uumitred, with or without a cdwl j and 
iuch was the ftyle of the profeflor, fuch the proofs 
adduced by D’Alembert of the victories daily 
gained by his adepts over religious ideas, and of 
the (entiments they inftilled into ther pupils *. 

It imported above all to the confpirators to 
place fuch tutors about young princes and children 

* Letter 78, anno 1772. 

N a hereafter 
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hereafter deftined to govern nations. The corre- 
fpondence of Voltaire and D’Alembert lays/ open 
their intrigues on this point, and what powerful 
fupport they expetted from it. 

The court of Parma was feeking men worthy of 
prefiding over the education of the young Infant. 
In placing the Abbes de Condilhac and de Leire at 
the head of his inftru&ors they flattered them- 
ielves with having fucceeded, as they little thought 
that thefe two men were to infpire the young 
prince with the irreligious ideas of the Sophifters. 
The Abbe de Condilhac in particular, had by no 
means the reputation of an Encyclopedian philofo- 
pher. It was even late when they became fen- 
fible of their error, which could only be remedied 
by the total fubverfion of all that thefe two tutors 
had done. The whole would have been forefeen, 
had they known that Condilhac was the particular 
friend of D’Alembert, who always looked up to 
him as a man precious to the felf-created philofo- 
phers, or had they known that the choice of thefe 
two men, was only the effeft of an intrigue in 
which Voltaire glories; when he writes toD’Alcm- 
, bert, “ It appears to me that the Parmefan child 
* f will be well furrounded. He will have a Con- 
“ dilhac and a de Leire. If with all that he is a 
“ bigot, grace muft be powerful indeed 

* Let. from Voltaire to D'Alembert, No. 77, and from 
D’Alembert, No. 151. 

Thefe 
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Thefe wilhes and artifices of the feft were lo 
well handed down, that in Ipite of Louis the 
XVIth’s attachment to religion, they fought to 
place new Condilhacs about the heir to the crown ; 
they fucceeded in difcarding every bilhop from the 
education of -the young Dauphin, they would have • 
willingly excluded all ecdefialtics ; but delpairing 
of fo complete a fuccefs, they fought to make the 
choice fall on fome clergyman, who, like Condil- 
hac, would inlpire the illuftrious pupil with all the 
principles of the Sophiders. I am acquainted 
with one of thole men whom they dared to tamper 
with. They offered him the place of tutor to the 
Dauphin, being, as they faid, fure of getting it 
for him, and of thereby making his fortune ; but 
on condition that when he taught the young prince 
his Catechifm, he would take care to infinuate, 
that all religious doftrine, as well as all the 
myfteries of Chridianity were only prejudices 
and popular errors, which a prince fhould be in- 
formed of, but never credit and that in his pri- 
vate leilbns he would inftil, as true doftrine, all 
the errors of philoiophifm. Fortunately this pried 
anfwered, that he knew not -how to facrifice his 
duty to his fortune ; more fortunately dill 
Louis XVI. was not a man to encourage fuch in- 
trigues. The Duke D’Harcourt, named to pre- 
lide at the education of the Dauphin, took the 
advice of fome bifhops, and chofe, to read lec- 
tures on religion to his pupil, a clergyman pcr- 
N 3 feftly 
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fe&ly competent to the talk, as he was then fu- 
perior of the College of La Fleche. Alas ! why 
muft we felicitate this tender youth on his death 
though premature. When the Sophifters of in- 
credulity could not yet flatter themfelves with the 
fubverfion of the throne of his anceftors, were 
they not infilling their poifons to transform him at 
leaf! into an impious king. And when the throne 
was overturned, would he, more than his young 
brother, have efcaped the hands of the Sophifters 
of rebellion. 

Many other adepts, with the fame zeal to en- 
throne philofophifm and to prepare the way for 
the Antichriftian Revolution, in divers other 
courts, fhowed the fame activity. At Peterfburg 
they had befet the Emprefs ; they had perfuaded 
her that fome Sophifter, and that of the firft 
clals, ought to be entrulled with the education of 
her fon. D’Alembert was named, and the Count 
Schouvallow is ordered by his fovereign to make 
the propofal in her name. D’Alembert Amply re- 
ceived the offer as a proof that Voltaire bad no 
, reajon to be difp leafed with bis mijjioti , and that phi - 
lojopby was Jenftbly reaching the throne *. What- 
ever advantages he might have expected to reap 
from fuch a commiffion, he prudently declined j 
he preferred the petty empire he Iwayed in Paris, 
as chief of the adepts, to the precarious favOr of 

* Let. 106 and 107, anno 1762. 

, courts. 
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courts, and of that in particular whole diftance 
from the center of the conipiracy, could not 
have permitted him to aft the fame part in it. 

King of the young adepts, he did not confine 
his protcftion to thofe of Paris alone, but to the 
re mote ft parts of Ruffia would he extend his pa* 
temal care ; he would follow their progrefs, their 
deftiny, or proteft them in adverfity. When he 
found his power inefficient, he would have re- 
courie to Voltaire’s credit; he would write, for 
inftance : “ The poor Bertrand is not lucky. He 
“ had petitioned fair Kate (the Emprefs ofRuf- 
“ fia) to rcftore to liberty five or fix giddy-headed 
** Velches. He had conjured her, in the name 
“ of philofophyr he had drawn up, under that 
“ facred name, the mod eloquent pleading that from 
«* memory of monkey was ever made, and Kate 
** pretends not to underftand it This was as 
much as to lay to Voltaire, try in your turn whe- 
ther you can fucceed better, and do for them 
what you have fo often done for other adepts 
whofe misfortunes I have made known to you. 

This tinderftanding equally fubfifted in all that 
regarded the conipiracy ; little fatisfied with point- How he 
ing out works that were to be refuted, or with vJJuire 
giving the {ketch of fome new impious work, wafpy. 
he would alio be the fpy over every religious au- 
thor,. It has often been an objeft of furprife, to 

* Letter 88, anno 1773. 

N 4 fee 
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fee Voltaire, fo familiar with the anecdotes of the 

private lives of thofe whole works he pretended 

to refute, though generally they are flanderous, 

fometimes ridiculous, but always foreign to the 

queftion. He was indebted to D’Alembert for 

them. Whether true or falfe, . the latter always 

chofe fuch as could attach ridicule to the perfon 

of the authors, knowing how well Voltaire could 

fubftitute ridicule for proof, or for found argument. . 

Thofe who doubt of this fatt, may confult 

D’Alembert’s letters on the Pere Bertier, or the 

Abbe Guenee, whom Voltaire, himfelf, , could not 

but admire, or in thofe concerning Meffrs. le 

Franc, Caveirac or Sabbatier, and on many others 

whom Voltaire hardly ever combats, but with the 

weapons D’Alembert had furnilhed him with. , 

On his fide Voltaire fpared nothing which could 

Hi* petty raife the confideration of D’Alembert. He would 

focieues rec0 mmend him to all his friends ; he would in- 
and dubs. , 

troduce him into every little fociety, or petty phi- 
lofophic club, for thefe were already forming in 
Paris, to be one day abforbed by the great club of 
the Jacobins. Some indeed would have been 
ftyled ariftocratical, - as they were the weekly 
meetings of counts, marquiffes or chevaliers , per- 
fonages already too confcquential to bend their 
knee before the altar of their God. Here would 
they debate on prejudices, fuperftition or fanad- 
/ cifm. They would feoff at I. C, and his priefts, 

or 


Digitized by 


Google 



THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. l8$ 

or fmile at the fimplicity of the adoring populace. 

They alfo thought of (baking off the yoke of re- 
ligion, leaving indeed, juft what was neceffary to 
keep the rabble in awe. The female adept, the 
Countefs du Deffant held the chair, and continued 
her philofophic education under the particular di- 
rection of Voltaire, by whofe orders Ihe ftudies 
Rabelais, Polymbrock, Hume, theTale of theTub, 
and fuch like romances *. 

D'Alembert was far from being at his eafe in 
thefe ariftocratical clubs, he even difliked this fe- 
male adept. Voltaire on the contrary, knowing 
what advantages were to be drawn from them, 
wifhed him to belong to them all, and would in- 
troduce hifn by his letters. His introduction was 
lefs difficult into fome other clubs, and particu- 
larly into that whfere Mad. Necker prefided, when 
Ihe had (hatched the feeptre of philofophy from 
tht hands of all the other adepts of her lex f. 

Our two chiefs, mutually helped each other by 

imparting their plans for drawing off the people 

from their religion. One, in particular, molt His plan 

certainly cannot be omitted in thefe memoirs, it hiding 

denotes too well, the intentions of the confpirators, ‘he tem- 

, pie of Je- 

• Letters of Voltaire tp Mad. Deffant, particularly 13 th ru ^ em * 
Oft. 1739. 

+ See the correfpondence of D’Alembert, let. 77,'and fol- 
lowing of Voltaire to Mad. Fontaine, 8th Feb. 17,62, to 
t>’ Alembert, No. 31, anno 1770. 

it 
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it fliows how far their views extended. It is true, 
that it was not the invention of D’Alembert, but 
he was aware of the advantages philofophilm would 
derive from it, and however ftrange the plan, he 
flattered himfelf with the execution of it. 

It is well known what ftrength the Chriftian 
religion draws from the fulfilling of the prophecies, 
and particularly from thofe of Daniel and of Chrift 
himfelf, on the fate of the Jews and of their 
temple. Julian die apoftate, in order to give the 
lie to Chrift and to the prophet Daniel, had fought 
to rebuild the temple. It is alio known that flames, 
burfting forth from the earth, at divers times and 
devouring the workmen, had obliged him to defift 
from the undertaking. D’Alembert was not ig- 
norant of this aft of the divine vengeance, having 
been afcertained by a multitude of eye witnelfes. 
He had undoubtedly feen it recorded in Ammianus 
Marcellinus ; an author of unqueftionable autho- 
rity, for he was a friend of Julian, and a Pagan 
like him. But this did not hinder him from wri- 
ting to Voltaire, “ You probably know, that at this 
« prelent time, there is at Berlin, one of the cir- 
« cumcifed, who expecting Mahomet’s paradife, 
« is in the mean time, gone to wait on your for- 
« mer difciple, in the name of the Sultan Mufta- 
« pha. In writing to that country the other day, 
« I mentioned, that if the king would but juft fay 

** a word. 
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“ a Word, it would be a fine opportunity to have 
“ the temple of Jerufalem rebuilt 

That word was not faid by the former difciple, 
and D’Alembert gives the following realba to 
Voltaire. “ I have no doubt but. that we Ihould 
“ have fucceeded in our negotiation on the re-edi- 
“ fication of the temple of the Jews, if your 
« former difcipk had not been afraid of lofing 
“ Ibme circumcifed worthies, who would have 
“ carried away thirty or forty millions with 
“ thcmf.” Thus in fpite of all their inclination 
to give the lie to the God of the Chriftians, even 
to the fordid intcreft of the con(p irators, was to 
add a new proof to Ins doctrines. 

Eighteen years after Voltaire had not given up 
the plan, nor loft all hopes of accomplifhing ifr 
Seeing that D’Alembert had not fucceeded with 
Frederick, he endeavoured to prevail with the 
fjnprels of Ruffe. He writes to her, “ If your 
** Majefty is in a regular correipondence with Aly 
** Bey, I implore your protect ion with him; I 
** have a little favor to alk of him, it is to rebuild 
“ the temple of Jerufalem, to recal the Jews, who 
“ will pay him a large tribute, and thereby make a 
“ mighty lord of him 

Voltaire was nearly eighty when he ftill per- 
lifted in this plan, by which he was to prove to 

• 1 8th Dec. 1763. f 29th Dec. 1763. 

1 6 th July 1771 . 

the 
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the people, that Chrift and his prophets, were im- 
poftors.. Frederick andD’Alembcrt, were alio far 
advanced in their career, and the time was not far 
off, when they were to appear before that very God' 
whom they had daringly ftyled wretch, and againft 
whom they had never ceafed to confpire. 

I have now laid before my readers, the means, 
the conftancy with which they fought to overturn 
the altars, to annihilate the dominion of the faith, to 
deftroy the priefts of that God, and to fubftitute the 
hatred and ignominy of him whom the Chriftians 
adore, to his religion. I had promifed notfo much 
the hiftory, as the real demonftration of the con- 
fpiracy; and whether as to its objeft, its extent, 
or its means, I have not reforted to hearfay or 
vague report, for j>roof. My proofs are their 
own ; the a pp r& c im au3« of their letters, of their 
mutual communications, carries convi&ion. My 
readers may henceforth reconcile this confpiracy, 
and its means, with that revolution operated by the 
Jacobins. They may already perceive, that the 
latter, in deftroying the altars of Chrift, only exe- 
cute the plots of the Sophifters, their fore-runners 
and mafters. 

Was there a temple to be overthrown, a depre- ' 
datory decree againft the church, to be paffed by 
the Jacobins, of which we have not already feen 
the plan ! Are not the Marats and the Robe- 
fpierres, figured by Voltaire in his Hercules and 

BeUe- 
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Bellerophon ? Or where whole nations are to be 
crulhed in hatred to Chriftianity, have we not feen 
the with formally exprefled by D’Alembert ? 
Every thing teaches us, the hatred of the father 
gaining ftrength in the bread of the fon, and the 
plots propagating, that when force fhall coalefce 
with impiety they can only generate a race brutal 
and ferocious. 

But this force to be acquired by the confpira- 
tors foppofes a fucceffive progrefs. Before it could 
throw off the mafic, it was requifite that the num« 
ber of the adepts fhould be augmented, and that 
the arms of the multitude fhould be fecured to 
them. I am about to fhow their fucceffes under 
the reign of corruption, in the divers orders of lo- 
ciety, during the lives of the chiefs. Hence 
hiftory will hereafter more eafily conceive and ex- 
plain what they were during the reign of terror 
and devaluation. 


CHAP* * 
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CHAP. XII. 

Progre/s of the Conspiracy under Voltaire.-— Firji 
Clafs of Protestors. — Crowned Adepts. 


That the T TOLTAIRE’s grand objedt, as we have fcen, 
’ was to hurry away that whole clafs of men, 
true. ftyled by the confpirators the better fort, and inftill 
into their minds his hatred for Chrift and his reli- 
gion : to have left his gofpel to none but the 
rabble, and to them only, in cafe they could not 
efface it from their minds. Under this denomi- 
nation of better fort, they comprehended all who 
were illuftrious, either by power, rank or riches j 
and, after them, aH people of education or inftruc- 
tion and honeft citizens, ranking above what Vol- 
taire calls rabble, footmen, cooks, &c. It is an 
obfervation worthy the hiftorian, that the Anti- 
chriftian Confpiracy firft makes its progrels in the 
moft illuftrious part of this clafs ; among princes, 
kings, emperors, minifters and courts ; in fine, 
among thofe who may be ftyled the Great. 

If a writer dares not utter truths like thefe, let 
him throw afide his pen; he is unworthy of 
treating fuch important fubjedts of hiftory; He 
who has not the courage to tell kings, that they 

were 
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were the firft to league in the con (piracy againft 
Chrift and his religion, and that it is the lame God 
who has permitted the confpirators, firft to threaten, 
lhake and filently undermine their thrones ; then 
openly to feoff at their authority. The man, I 
lay, who dares not hold fuch language is only 
abandoning the powers of the earth to their fatal 
blindnefi. They would continue to hearken to 
the impious, to proteft impiety, and fupport its 
dominion, to let it circulate and Ipread from the 
palace to the city, from the towns to the country, 
from the matter to the lervant ; inline, from the 
lords to the people. And would not fuch crimes 
call down vengeance from heaven ? Will not hea- 
ven have too numerous crimes to avenge upon 
nations, not to curfe them with luxury and difcord, 
with ambition and confpiracies, or with all thole 
fcourges which portend the downfal of nations. 
Had the monarch alone, throughout his empire, 
railed his head againft his God, who has told us 
that the crimes of the chief lhall not be avenged 
upon his people. Once more let the hiftorian be 
filent^ if he dares not utter the truth. Should be 
leek the caufes of a revolution in its agents, he 
would meet a Necker, a Brienne, a Philippe D‘Or- 
leaas, Mirabeaux, and Robefpierres ; a confufion in 
the finances, faff ions among the great, infubordi- 
oation in the armies, the people agitated, and dif- 

quieteck 
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% quieted, infine feduced. Will he, for that, know 
from whence thefe Neckers, Mirabeaux, or Robe - 
fpierres, have arifen ; whence this confufion in fi- 
nance, this fpirit of faction, this infubordination of 
the armies, or the feduCtion of the divert clafiss of 
the ftate ? He will have feized but the laft thread 
of the confpiracy. He will have feen empires in 
their agony, but he will have overlooked that flow 
fever which confumcs them, whilft the violence of 
the fit is referved to that laft crifis which precedes 
diflolution. He will defcribe the calamities which 
every one has feen, but will he be the nearer the re^ 
medy. Let the hiftorian reveal the fecrcts of the 
matters of the earth, toward from them the confpi- 
racy which fhall fall back upon them ; and we, what 
fccrets do we reveal, fecrets publicly printed for thele 
ten years paft, in their own correfpondence with the 
chief of the confpiracy. It is too late to attack us 
on that point. Thofe letters were printed, to the 
great fcandal of the public, to difeover the favor 
of the impious man with the fovereigns of the 
earth $ and when we fhow this protection avenged 
upon the fovereigns, it is not their lhame we 
are feeking to divulge, it is their misfortunes and 
thofe of their people that we make known j the 
remedy then fpontaneoufiy manifefting itfelf, may 
avert or prevent, much greater evils. Such a 
motive is more than an equivalent^ to all that could 
induce us to be filent. 

In 
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In the correfpondence of the conlpiratorS there 
is more than one letter which depoles againft the 
Emperor Jofeph II. with all the polCble evidence Jofephll. 
of fuch teftimony, that he was initiated and had 
bgyi admitted into all the myftcries of the Anti* 
chriftian Conlpiracy by Frederick. 

In, the firft of thefe letters, Voltaire announced 
his vi&ory in thefe terms : " You have afforded 
“ me great pleafure by reducing the infinite to 
“ its real value. But here is a thing far more 
“ interefting: Grimm affures us, that the Emperor 
* ( is one of ours. That is lucky , for the Duchefi 
** of Parma, his lifter, is againft us 

In another letter, Voltaire exulting in fo im- 
portant a conqueft, writes to Frederick, “ A. Bo- 
«* hemian of great wit and philofophy, called 
** Grimm, has informed me that you had initiated 
*« the Emperor into our holy myfteriest.” In a 
third in fine, Voltaire, after enumerating the 
princes and princeffes whom he reckoned among 
the adepts, adds thefe words: “ You have alfo 
“ flattered me with the Emperor’s being in the 
“ way of perdition; that would be a good barvefi 
** for pbilofopby This alludes to a letter written 
by Frederick to Voltaire a few months before, 
in which he fays, “ I am fetting off for Silcfia, 

* 28th of Oft. 1769. f No. 162, Not. 1769. 

$ Letter No. 181, 21ft of Not. 1770. 

Vot. I. O tt juyj 
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" and (hall meet the Emperor, who has invited 
“ me to his camp in Moravia; not to fight as 
u formerly, but to live as good neighbours. He 
Cf is an amiable prince and full of merit. He likes 
“ your works and reads them as much as be can. 
“ He is the very reverje of being fuperftitious. In 
“ fine, he is an Emperor fuch as Germany hjts not 
ft feen long fince. We neither of us like the 
(( ignorant and barbarous, but that is not a reafon 
** for exterminating them*.” 

Now that we are acquainted with Frederick’s 
idea of a prince. The very reverfe of being jufer - 
Jlitious and who reads Voltaire's works as much as 
be is able , his encomiums are eafily underftood. 
They truly point out an Emperor fuch as Ger- 
many had not long fince beheld, in fine, an Em- 
peror as irreligious as Frederick himfelf. Both 
the date and laft words. But that is not a reafon for 
exterminating them , recalls to mind a time when 
Frederick, thinking the Sophifters too daring and 
hafty, fought himfelf to reprefs their imprudence, 
irft it might overthrow the whole political fyftem 
of governments. It was not yet time to employ 
fuperior force or to pafs the laft fentence. The war 
then refolved on between Frederick and Jofeph 
againft Chrift was not to be a war of Neros and 

Dioclefians, it was to filently undermine. Such 

* 

• 1 8th of Auguft 1770. 
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was that which Jofeph waged, as toon as the death 
of Maria Terefa left him at liberty to aft. He 
carried it on with hypocrily, for Jofeph, as un- 
believing as Frederick, wilhed to be looked upon 
as a very religious prince, and Would proteft that 
the flighted atttack on Chriftianity waS the moft 
diftant from his ideas. During his travels through 
Europe he continued to approach the facraments, 
and perform his Eafter devotions at Vienna and 
Naples, with that exterior piety, which could not 
feem to coincide with the hypocrify of thole of 
Voltaire at Feraey. He carried his diifimulation 
fo far, that in palling through France, he refuted 
to call at Femey, though very near and expefted 
there by Voltaire. It is even faid, that in turning 
away he affeftedly faid. That be could Mt heat to 
Jet a man } who, by calumniating religion bad given 
the Jevereft blow to humanity •, what Credit is to be 
given to theft words, I will not pretend to decide, 
but certain it is, that the philolophers did not the 
left look upon Jofeph as one Of theirs. This 
flight of Voltaire was foon pardoned; they fpread 
every where, that his admiration had not dirni- 
nilhed for the premier in impiety ; that he Would 
have willingly vifited him, but that he had re- 
. framed through regard for his mother, wbo at the 
felicitations of the priejls, bad made him ftomift that 
be would not fee him during bis joutney *. 

* See note to the letter of the Count de Touraille, 6th of 
Aug. 1777, General Correfpondence of Voltaire. 

- O 2 Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding his referye and his diffimula- 
don, the war which Jofeph waged, foon became 
one of authority and oppreflion, of rapine and 
violence, and was well nigh ending in the exter- 
mination of his. own fubje&s. He began by the 
fuppreifion of 9 large number of monafteries; 
this we have feen was a leading feature in Frede- 
rick’s plan ; he feized on a great part of the eccle- 
fiaftical property j fo would Voltaire have done, 
when he exclaims. But I bad rather plunder them', 
Jofeph II. tore from their cells and cloifters, even 
to thofe Carmelite nuns, whofe extreme poverty 
could afford no bait to avarice and whole angelic 
fervor left no room for reform. He was the firft 
who gave to his age the public fhow of holy vir- 
gins reduced to wander into diftant countries, even 
as for as Portugal, to feek an afylum for their piety. 
Innovating at pleafure in the church, he only anti- 
cipated that famous conftitution of the clergy, . 
called civil by the Jacobin legiflators, and which 
prepared the way to the butchery at the Carmes. 
The fovereign pontiff thought it incumbent on 
him to leave Rome and pafs into Auftria, and in 
the capacity of common father of the faithful, 
perfonally to reprefent to the emperor the laws 
and rights of the church. * Jofeph II. receives 
him with retpelt, and permits all that homage and 
public veneration fhould be fhown to Pius VI., 
which both his virtues and dignity equally com- 
manded. 
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manded. He did not for that ceafe to continue 
his war of oppreffion. He did not expel the 
bifhops, but he gave them much trouble; for 
conftituting himfelf in fome fort the fuperior of 
a feminary, he would permit no lectures to be 
read but by thofe profeffors he had chofen, and 
whofe doftrine like that of Camus tended only to 
forward the grand apoftacy; at length thefc fecret 
perfecutions and depredations gave rife to mur- 
murs. The wearied Brabantcrs revolted. Since 
that, we have leen them call in thole Jacobins 
who promifing them the free exercile of their 
religion, and more artful than Joleph, are now 
confummating his work. Had they been lefs 
tormented by Frederick’s adept in matters of 
faith, the Brabanters would have been lels impa- 
tient under the yoke of Auftria: had they been 
penetrated with a greater zeal and affettion for 
the Emperor Joleph, they would have better 
feconded, and have had more confidence in the 
virtues of Francis II. They would with greater 
force have oppofed that invalion which we have 
feen extend to the very banks of the Danube. 
Should hiftory lay the blame on Jofeph, let it 
look back to that day* when by Frederick, he is 
initiated into the myfteries of Voltaire. It is the 
emperor adept , that lhall be found guilty of this 
war of extermination, which has threatened even x 
to his throne. 

O 3 In 
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In the fcquel of this work we frail fee Jofeph 
repenting of the war he had waged againlt Chrift, 
when he - beheld philofophifm attacking both 
himfelf and his throne. He will then attempt 
but too late to repair his fault. He will fall a 
melancholy viftim. 

•Many other fovereigns are mentioned in s the 
correfpondence of the confpirators, as having im- 
prudently engaged in thefe plots. D’AlembtTt 
complaining to Voltaire of the obflacles be fomo- 
times encountered, and which he terms perfla- 
tions, from the public authorities, at length con-, 
foies himfelf by adding, ** But we have on our 
«* f|de, the Emprcfs Catherine, the King of Pruffia, 
** the King of Penmark, the Queen of Sweden 
“ and her fon, many princes of the empire and 
" all England Much about the ' fame time, 
Voltaire writes to the king of Prufiia, “ I know 
** not wh?t Muftapha thinks (on the immortality 
<c of the foul) j my opinion U» that he does not 
** think at all. As for the Emprefs of Raffia, the 
** Queen of Sweden, your ftfier, the King of Poland > 
** and Prince Gufiavus fon of the Queen of Sweden, 
** I imagine that I know what they think f." 

Voltaire effectually knew it. The letters of 
thefe foyereigns could not leave him in the dirk j 
but had we not thole letters to adduce in proofs 

• a8th of Nov. 1770. + 21ft of Nov. 1770s* 

we 
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WC now fee an Emperor, an Emprefs, a Queen 
and four Kings who had already enfifted under 
the banners of the confpirators. 

In baring to the light this horrid confpiracy, Falfe con- 
let not the hiftorian abandon himfelf to falfe to^be”*** 
declamation nor draw inferences flill more de- ? v< J' < ^ e 4 
ceitful. Let him not pretend to fay to theingofthc 
people, your kings have lhaken off the yoke of r “> ral 
Chrift, it is but juft, that you fhould throw off 
that of their dominion; fuch reafoning would be 
to blaipheme Chrilt, his dodtrines and his ex- 
amples; The arm of vengeance is referved to 
God alone. For the happinefs of fubjefts, to 
preferve them from revolutions and all the. 
horrors of rebellion, he alone can fmite the 
apoftate on the throne. Let not the Chriftian 
apoftatize, Hut let him be fubjefb to his lawful 
prince. To join revolt to impiety is not averting 
the Ico urge of heaven ; that would be only adding 
anarchy, the moft terrible of political fcourges ; 
that would not be a bar againft the Sophifter of 
impiety, but the confummation of the confpiracy 
of the Sophifters of {edition, againft the throne 
and all the laws of civil fociety. Such was the 
fate, of the unfortunate Brabanters when in rebel- 
lion againft the Emperor Jofeph. They pre- 
tended to the right of rejecting their lawful 
fovereign, and they are become the prey of Jaco- 
bins ; they called infur rc&ion to the aid of reli- 
% O 4 gion. 
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giort, and that religion profcribes infurre&ion 
againft all lawful authority. At the time that I 
am now writing, the fulminating reports made to 
the Convention, forbode thofe dreadful decrees 
which levelling the religious worfhip, the privi- 
leges and the churches of the Brabanters to the 
ftandard of the French revolution, fhall punifh 
them for their error. When therefore the hifto- . 
rian fhall report the names of thofe fbvereigns, 
who unfortunately were initiated and confpired 
againft thtir God, let his intention be to recall 
them to their religion, let him not be led away 
into falfe confequences, fo contrary to the peace 
of nations. Then let him infill on the duties 
which religion impofes on the people j let him 
teach them what they owe to Csefar and to every 
public authority. 

Catherine Among the royal protectors all are not to be 
clafied with Voltaire, Frederick or Jofeph. All 
of Ruflia. tafted of the impious cup of incredulity, but 

all did not equally wifh to imbibe their people 
with its poifon. 

Immenfe was the diftance between Frederick 
and this Emprels, in whom the confpirators placed 
fo much confidence. Seduced by the talents and 
homage of their premier chief, Catherine may 
have been indebted to him for her firft tafle for 
literature j fhe almoft devoured thofe works, which 
fhc had miftaken for mafterpieces, whether in 

hiftory 
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hiftory or philofophy, totally ignorant of their 
being difguifcd folely to forward the ends of 
impiety. On the fallacious encomiums of the 
Sophifters, fhc boldly pronounced. That all the 
miracles in the world could never efface the pre- 
tended blot of having hindered the printing of the 
Encyclopedia *. But we never fee her, like Fre- 
derick, to obtain the fulfome flatttrry of the 
Sophifters, pay to impiety that degrading court. 

> Catherine would read their works, Frederick would 
circulate them, compote himfelf and wifhed to 
fee them devoured by the people. Frederick 
would propote plans for the deftruction of the 
Chriftian religion, Catherine rejected all thole 
propoted to her by Voltaire. She was tolerant 
by nature, Frederick only from neceflity. He 
would have been no longer fo, had his policy 
permitted him, in following the dictates of his 
hatred, to call in a fuperior force to effect the 
overthrow of Chriftianity f. 

Never- 

* Her correfpondence with Voltaire, letter i, 2, 3 and 8. 

+ Thofe who, as men of literature, {hall criticize the cor* - 
refpondence of this Emprefs, will find an amazing difference 
between hers and that of the King of Pruflia. The former 
is that of a woman of wit, who often plays upon Voltaire 
in the ipoft agreeable manner. With her light ftyle and full 
of tafte, (he never forgets her dignity ; (he at leaft will not 
be feen to degrade herfelf to that grofs dialed of abufe and 
blafphemy; while Frederick in his, truly the pedantic So- 

philter. 
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Neverthelefs, Catherine is aHo a royal adept, 
(he has the fecret of Voltaire, Ike applauds the 
moft famous of our infidels *. She is even willing 
to entruft the heir of her crown into the bands of 
D’Alembert ; her name conftandy appears among 
the protecting adepts in the writings of the So> 
phifters, nor can the hiftorian hide it. 

Chriftiem The claims of Chriftiern VII. King of Den* 
■»**. tq fhe title of adept, are alfo founded on 
mark. his correfpondence with Voitaire. Among the 
numerous fervices rendered by D’Alembert, I 
ihould not have omitted the pains he had taken to 
prevail on different powers and great perfonages, 
to fubferibe to the ereCtion of a ftatue in honor of 
Voltaire. I could have fhewn the Sophifter of 
Femey, mode lily preffing D’Alembert to get thefe 
fubferiptions, and that in particular from the 
King of Pruffia, who hardly waited their folicitt- 


philter, will be as void of fhame in his impiety, as he is of 
dignity in his encomiums. When Voltaire wrote to Cathe- 
rine, ** We are three, Diderot, D’Alembert and myfelf, who 
4t raife altars to you.” She anfwers, u Pray leave me r if 
“ you pleafe on earth, there I (hall be more at hand to % 
•* receive your letters and thofe of your friends.” Nothing 
fo perfectly French can be found in Frederick’s, we only have 
to regret, that it was addrefled to a fet of infidels. - Catherine 
wrote Voltaire’s own language in perfedt purity, while Frede- 
rick could have had little pretenfions to the hero, had he 
not handled his fword better than his' pen. 

• 26th Dec. 1773, and No. 134, anno 1774. 

tatious.' 
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tatioas. This triumph pf their chief was too de- 
firahle for the confyirators ; ChriftiemVIL eagerly 
contributed. A firft letter, with a few compli- 
ments, could nqt constitute an adept, but we have 
Voltaire's own word for it. He mentions him, 
and beGdes, among theft; compliments we find 
one fo much in the ftyle of Frederick, “ You are 
** now occupied in delivering a con&derablc num- 
** ber of men from tit yoke of tie clergy , the bard- 
ct eft of all others, for the duties of fociety are 
“ only imprinted in their heads, and never felt in 
“ their hearts, This is well' Vftrth being revenged of 
“ the barbarians . Unfortunate monarc hs ! Such 
was the language held to Mary Antoinette, in the 
days of her profperkty, by thofe corruptors. But in 
her misfortunes, when (he witnefled the loyalty and 
the fenfibility pftho k barbarians, at the Thuleries, 
(he exclaimed, “ Oh ! how we have been de- 
“ ceived! We now plainly ice how much the 
“ clergy diftingui/h themftlves among the faithful 
“ fobje&s of the king f-” May the king that is 
led away by philofophifm never be reduced to the 
fame experiment j may he learn, at lead from one 

* Let. to Voltaire, 1770. ^ 

f I heard this anecdote in the midft of the revolution, and 
fooh expteffionswere neceflary to (hew, that ihe was recovered 
front thofe predicts. ftw had, imbibed againit the clergy, 
and which appeared to have redoubled, after the fecond jour* 
ney which her brother made to V erfailles, , 

revolution. 
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revolution, that there is a yoke more hard and 
terrible than that of the clergy, which Voltaire his 
matter had taught him to calumniate. 

It is our duty to add, that with regard to this 
prince, as well as to many others who were fe- 
duced by the Sophiftcrs, the confpirators had taken 
advantage of their youth. At that period of 
life, the writings of Voltaire could eafily make 
imprefiion on men, who for being kings, were 
not better vcrfed than other people, in what they 
had not learned, nor were they able to difcrimi- 
nate truth from error, in obje&s where the want of 
knowledge is more to be dreaded, than inclination 
or the pailions. 

At the time of his journey into France, Chrif- 
tiern was but feventeen years of age, and already, 
to ufe D’Alembert’s expreflion, he had the courage 
to fay at Fontainbleau, that Voltaire bad taught him 
to think *. Men of a different way of thinking, 
about the court of Lewis XV. wilhed to hinder 
his young majefty from learning frill more to 
think like Voltaire, and from feeing in Paris, the 
adepts or moft celebrated of his difciples. Thefe 
however, obtained admiflion, and to judge how 
well they underftood improving their opportu- 
nity, we need only hear D’Alembert writing to 
Voltaire, "I had fcen that prince at his own apart- 

• Letter of 12th Nov. 1768. 
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•* ments, together with feveral of your friends. 
“ He (poke much about you, of the fervices your 
** works bad rendered, of the prejudices you bad root - 
** ed out, of the enemies your liberty in thinking 
** had made you. You eafily guefs what my 
Cf anfwers were D’Alembert has a fecond in- 
terview, and' agdin writes, “ The King of Den- 
** mark fcarce fpoke to me but of you. — I can 
“ allure you, he had rather have feen you at Paris, 
“ than all the entertainments with which they 
“ have furfeited him.” This converfation had 
been but of ihort duration; but D’Alembert made 
amends in a difoourle which he pronounced ac 
the academy on philolbphy, in prefence of the 
young monarch. Numerous were the adepts pre- 
fcnt, and they applauded ; the youthful monarch 
joins in the applaufe f. In fine, fuch . is the opi- 
nion he carries away of that pretended philofophy, 
thanks to D’Alembert’s new le&ures, that no 
fooner is he informed of a ftatue to be erelted to 
the premier chief of the confpirators, than he 
lends a very handfome Jubfcription, for which Vol- 
taire acknowledges himfelf to be indebted to the 
lefions of the academical - adept J. How much 
thefe lefions have fince been forgotten by Chri- 
ftiem VII., I cannot pretend to fay. Sufficient 

* 6th Dec. 1768. f Let. 17th Dec. 1768. 

J Letter from Voltaire to D’Alembert, 5th Nov. 1770. 
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events have taken place fince his Danifh rtiajefty 
had learned to think from Voltaire, which may 
have given him a very different opinion of the 
fervices that the works of his matter have render- 
ed to empires. 

Guftavus Similar artifices were made tile of with regard 
to Guftavus, King of Sweden. That prince alfo 
den. came to Paris, to receive the homage and lefibns 
of the fclf-created philofophy. He was as yet but 
Prince Royal, when already extolling him as one 
. whofe protection was inliired to the feCt, D’Alem- 
bert writes to Voltaire, w You love reason and 
«« liberty, my dear brother, and one can hardly 
« love one without the other. Well then, here 
“ is a worthy republican pbilojopher that 1 prefent 
* you, who will talk philosophy and liberty 
« with you. This is Mr. Jennings, chamberlain 
« to the King of Sweden.— He has befides com- 
« pliments to pay you from the Queen of Sweden 
« m d the Prince Royal, who in the North protect 
« that philofophy fo ill received by the princes in 
** the South. Mr. Jennings will inform you of 
“ the progref i reason is making in Sweden under 
** thofe happy aufpices*.” 

At the rime that D’Alembert was writing this 
letter, Guftavus, who was foon to reftore royalty 
to the rights it had loft long fmcc in Sweden, 


♦ 19th Jan. 1 769.* 
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was no doubt ignorant that thofe great men, which 
he fo much protected, were pbilofopbers fuperla- 
tivdy republican. He was equally ignorant what 
would one day be for him, the laft fruit of this 
confpiring philofophy, when on his acceffion to 
the throne he writes to their - premier chief) u I 
** daily pray the Being of beings, that he may 
“ prolong your days, fo precious to humanity and 
M lb necefiary to the progrefs of reason and 

** TRUE PHILOSOPHY V* 

The prayer of Guftavus was heard, the days of 
Voltaire were prolonged, but he who was to fud- 
denly Ihorten the days of Guftavus was born j he, 
grafping the. dagger, was foon to fally forth from 
the occult fchool of Voltaire. For the inftru&ion 
of kings, let the hiftorian compare the gradual 
fteps of this unfortunate prince and thofe of the 
adept and his aflaflin. 

Ulrica of Brandenbourg had been initiated into 
die myfteries of the Sophifters by Voltaire himfclf. 
So far from rejecting his principles, fhe did not 
eren feel herfelf outraged at the declaration of a 
paffion, which he was daring enough to exprels f . 
When Queen of Sweden, lhe more than once 
prefied the Sophifter to come and end his days 

• 10th Jan, 177a. 

f It was for this princefi that Voltaire compofed the Ma- 
drigal StHWnt un fm de Vtrit*. 

near 
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near her perfon *. She knew no means of giving 
a ftronger proof of her ftaunchnels in the prin- 
ciples flic had received, than during Voltaire’s firft 
relidence at Berlin, to make the infant king im- 
bibe them with his milk. Site initiated Guftavus, 
and wilhed to be the mother of the Sophifter as 
well as of the kings and indeed we conftantly fee 
both the mother and the fon ranking together 
among the adepts, of whom the Sophifters thought 
themfclves the mod fecure. Such then was the 
gradation of the unfortunate Guftavus. Voltaire 
initiated Ulrica, and Ulrica initiates her fon. 

On the other fide, Voltaire initiated Condorcet, 
and Condorcet, feated in the club of the Jacobins, 
initiated Ankeftron. A pupil of Voltaire, Ulrica, 
teaches her fon to ridicule the myftcries and feoff 
at the altars of Chrift. Condorcet alfo> a difciple 
of Voltaire, teaches Ankeftron to feoff at the 
throne and (port with the lives of kings. 

When public report announced that Gufta- 
vus III. was to command in chief the confederate 
armies againft the French revolution, Condorcet 
and Ankeftron were members of the great club j 
and the great club refounded with the cry of. 
Deliver the earth from kings ! Guftavus was doom- 
ed for the firft victim, and Ankeftron offers him- 

* Her letters to Voltaire, anno 1743 and 1751. 
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fclf for the firft executioner. He leaves Paris, 
and Guftavus falls beneath his blows *. 

The Jacobins had juft celebrated the apo- 
theofis of Voltaire, they alfo celebrate that of 
Ankeftron. 

Voltaire had taught the Jacobins that the firft 
of kings was a Juccefsfid foldier-, and they teach 
Ankeftron that the firft hero was the afiaflin of 
kings; and they placed his buft befide that of 
Brutus. 

Kings had fubferibed to the ere&ion of a ftatue 
to Voltaire, the Jacobins ered one to Anke- 
ftron. 

Laftly, Voltaire’s correfpondence fhows Ponia* p 0 nia- 
towlki. King of Poland, to have been of the num- 
ber of the proteding adepts. That king had Poland, 
known our philofophers in Paris, who was one day 
to fall a vidim to philofophifm ! He had done 
homage to their chief, and written to him, “ Mr. 

“ de Voltaire, every contemporary of a man like 
* c you, that knows how to read, who has travelled, 

** and has not been acquainted with you, muft feel 
r * himfelf unhappy ; you might be allowed to fay, 

“ Nations Jball pray that kings may read me J.” At 
this day, when the king has feen men, who, 
like himfelf, had read and cried up the works of 
Voltaire, attempting in Poland the revolution they 

* Journal of Fontenai. f 2 >& °f Feb. 1767. 
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had wrought in France ; at this day, when victim 
of that revolution, he has feen his lceptre vanifh 
from his hand, how different muft be his prayer ? 
Does he not repent that nations have known Vol- 
taire, or that kings had ever read his works ? But 
thofe days that D’Alembert had foretold, and 
which he longed to fee, are at length come, and 
that without being forefeen by the royal adepts. 
When the misfortunes of religion fhall fall back 
upon them, let them read the prayer which 
D’Alembert expreffes in his ftyle, often low and 
ignoble, to Voltaire, f * Your illuftrious and fbr- 
** mer protestor (the King of Pruflia) began the 
“ dance, the King of Sweden led it on, Catherine 
“ imitates them, and bids fair to outdo them 
** both. How I fliould laugh to fee the fixing run 
off in my time.” And indeed the firing has 
begun to run with a vengeance. Guftavus, 
King of Sweden, dies by the dagger: Lewis XVI. 
King of France, on thefcafibld: Lewis the XVII. 
by poifon. Poniatowfki is dethroned ; the Stadc- 
holder is driven from his country, and the adepts, 
difciples of D’Alembert and his fchool, laugh as 
he would have done himfelfi at thofe fovereigris, 
who protecting the impious in their confpiracy 
againft the altar, had not been able to fb refee that 
the difciples of thole fame confpirators would con- 
fpire againft their thrones. 
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Theft refleXions anticipate, againft my will, 
what I have to unfold in this ftcond confpiracy t 
but fuch is the union of the Sophifter of impiety 
with the Sophifter of rebellion, that it is hard to ft- 
parate the progress of one from the ravages of the 
other. It is the intimacy of this union, which has 
forced us to lay before the eyes of the protecting 
monarchs, one of the moft important lefions that 
hiftory could produce. 

I cannot finilh this chapter without remarking, 
that among the kings of the North, in whofe pro- • 
teXion the Sophiftcrs fo often exult, the name of 
his Britannic Majefty is not fo much as mentioned. 

This filence of the confpirators, is above all the 
encomiums they could bellow. Had they fought a 
king beloved by his fubjeXs, and defervedly fo} liad 
they fought I fay, a king good, juft, compalfionate, 
beneficent, jealous of maintaining the liberty of 
the laws and^the happinefs of his empire, then 
George III. might have been extolled as the So- 
lomon of the North, he would have been their 
Marcus Aurelius, or Antoninus. They found 
him to6 wife to coalefce with vile confpirators, 
who knew no merit but impiety, and hence the 
true caufe of their filence. It is noble for a 
prince fo be nul in their records, whilft, in this 
terrible revolution, he has been fo conlpicuous by 
his aXivity in flopping its progrcfs, by his greatnefs ' 
and compalfionate generofity in relieving its viXims. 

P 2 It 
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It is alfo a juftice, which the hiftorian owes to 
the kings of the South, to fay, that the confpirators, 
fo far from ranking them among their adepts, 
complained that they had not yet attained to the 
height of their fophifticated philofophy. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XUL 

Of the Adept Princes and Princejfes. 

I N the fecond clafs of proteding adepts, I (hall 
comprehend thofe perfons, who, without being 
on the throne, enjoy a power over the people, 
nearly equal to that of kings, and whole authority 
and example, adding to the means of the conlpi- 
rators, gave them realbn to hope that they had not 
fworn in van, the deftrudion of the Chriftian re- 
ligion. 

In this clals of protedors, Voltaire particularly Frederick 

mentions the Landgrave of Hefle Caflel. The 

* grave of 

care, with which D’Alembert had chofen the pro- Hefle- 
feffor of hiftory we have already mentioned, lhows Caffel * 
how much the Sophifter abated his confidence. 

He was much impoled upon when he confided in 
the philofophy and the lights of Voltaire i he per- 
mitted him in fome fort, to dired his ftudies, and 
it was difficult to fall into the hands of a more 
•perfidious tutor. A letter, in date of the 25th 
Aug. 176 6, will luffice to ftiow in what fources 
the auguft pupil was direded to feek leffons of 
wifdom. “ Your Serene Highnefs has ihown, 

“ the corruptor writes, a defire of feeing fome 
P 3 «* new 
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« new productions worthy your attention. There is 
“ one which has juft made its appearance, entitled 
« Tbe neceffary Collett ion. You will find there, in 
« particular, a work of Lord Bolingbroke’s, which 
« appears tome one of the moft forcible things ever 
« written againft fuperftition. 1 believe it is to 
« be found at Frankfort; but I have a copy of it 
“ fewed, which I will fend to your Hig'nnels, if 
" agreeable.” 

For a prince, who really was defirous of inftruc- 
tion, what lefions he was to find in this polleftion ! 
The name of Bolingbroke does not fufficiently de- 
note, how far they intended to pervert his reli- 
gion ; but we know that Voltaire often publilhed, 
under that name, works far more impious than 
thofe of the Englifh philofopher ; and that he was 
the author of feveral of thofe, which he particu- 
larly recommended in that colleftion. 

' Left to himfelf for the folution of doubts, nou- 

rifhed by fuch readings, and unfortunately preju- 
diced againft thofe who might have folved them, 
he threw himfelf headlong into thofe ftudies, which 
he had miftaken for thofe of truth, and of the moft 
tranfeendent philofophy. When he could receive 
thefe leflons from Voltaire himfelf, the illufion was 
fo great, that his Highnefs yould flatter himfelf, 
and really believe that he had found a means of 
foaring far above the vulgar. He would lament 
the abfence which deprived him of the leflons of 

his 
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his matter, and thinking himfelf under real obli- 
gations, he would fay to him, “ I left Ferney 
" with the greateft regret. — I am delighted to 
** find you approve of my way of thinking : I try • 

“ as much as pofiibk to diveft myfelf of all pre- 
“ judices, and if in that, 1 differ in opinion from 
** the vulgar, it is to my converladon with you, 

“ and to your works, that. I am fblely indebted 
** for it 

That he might adduce fome proof of his pro- 
ficiency in the fchool of philofophifm, the illus- 
trious adept was wont to impart to his matter, the 
new diicoveries he had made, and which he looked 
upon as unanfwerable objeftions againft the facred 
writ. «* 1 have been making, would he write 1 
“ to his herd, for this fome time paft, reflexions 
“ on Moles, and on fome of the hittorians of the 
“ New Teftament, to me apparently juft ; might 
** not Moles be a natural child- of Pharoah’s 
“ daughter, whom that princefs cauled to be 
f< brought up ? It is not credible that the daughter 
“ of a king, ihould have taken fuch care of an 
“ Hebrew child, whole nation was fo much ab- 
** horred by the Egyptians j\” Voltaire could 
caiily have folved fuch a doubt, by malting his, 
pupil obferve that he was gratuitoufly flanderiag 
the fair fex, whole benevolence and tendernefs 

* <jth Sept. 1766. f Let. 66. 
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would readily lead them to take companion on a 
child, expofed to fuch a danger. Many would 
naturally do what Pharoah’s daughter did, and 
would precifely Ihow it greater care and attention, 
was the child expofed to national enmities. Had 
Voltaire wilhed to give his illuftrious pupil the 
rules of found criticifm, he would have hinted, 
that to deftroy a fa£t both Ample and natural, his 
Highnefs fuppofed one truly incredible. A prince 6 
who wilhes to give her child a brilliant education, 
and begins by expofing it to be drowned, for the 
pleafure of going to feek it on the banks of the 
Nile, at a given time. An Egyptian princefs, 
who, loving her child, and knowing how much 
the Egyptians hated the Ifraelites, caufes this child 
to be fuckled by an Ifraelite, leaves it to believe, 
that it was born of that nation, which its mother 
detefts, and afterwards to render this child odious 
to the Egyptians, perfuades them of the lame. A 
myftery, (till more Angular, is that the birth of an 
infant, who became the man, the moft tremendous 
to the Egyptians, has always remained a fecret. 
That the whole court of Pharoah, obftinately be- 
lieved him to be an ifraelite, and that at a time 
when, to have declared Mofes an Egyptian, would 
have fufficed to deftroy his power with the Ifraelites 
and to have faved Egypt. Such arguments might 
have been made ufe of by Voltaire, to make his 
JJighnefs fcnfible of the impropriety in found cri- 

ticifm. 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



TRS ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 

ticifm, of combating a faft both fimple and natural, 
by fuppofitions the molt diftant from probability. 
But fuch fuppolitions were confonant with that 
hatred which Voltaire bore to Moles and the Sa- 
cred Writ } he was better pleafed to lee his difciples 
ignorandy launching into incredulity, than to lhow 
them the rules of found criticifm. 

Voltaire again applauded his adept, when his 
Highnefs pretends that the brazen /erpent, ifolated 
on the mountain, did not a little refemble the god 
Efculapius , in the temple of Epidaurus, holding a 
Hick in one hand and a fcrpent in the other, with 
a dog at his fret That the cherubims, dilplaying 
their wings over the ark, were not unlike the Jpbinx 
with the woman’s head, and the four claws, body, 
and tail of a lion. That the twelve oxen J landing 
under the brazen fea t and bearing that enormous 
veffel, twelve cubits in breadth and five in height^ 
filled with water for the ablutions of the Ifraelites, 
bore a ftrong refrmblance to the god Apis, or to 
the ox elevated on the altar and beholding aU 
Egypt at its feet *. 

His Highnefs concludes, that Mofes appeared to 
have introduced among the Jews, many ceremo- 
nies which he had taken from the Egyptians f. 
The hiftorian will at lead remark, that it would 
have been eafy for the conlpirators to have unde- 

* Let. 66, f Ibid. 
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ceived an adept who fought only to be inftru&ed. 
While we lament his Highnefs having been the 
dupe of fuch mafters, in juftice we are obliged 
to Ihow how frankly he fought the truth, when he 
continues to Voltaire, f< As to what regards the 
«* New Tcftament, there are ftories in it, which 
«* I Jbould voifb to be better informed of. I cannot 
underftand the malfacre of the innocents. How 
u could King Herod have ordered all thole infants 
to be (lain, he not having had the power of life 
«* and death, as we fee in the hiftory of the Paf- 
“ fion, and that it was Pontius Pilate, governor 
** for the Romans, who condemned Jefus Chrift 
to^eath 

Had he recurred to the proper fources of 
hiftory, had he confulted any other but that pro- 
feflor of hiftory which D'Alembert had given him, 
or any other mafters than thole vain Sophifters, 
this prince, who wilhed for and defcrved better 
information, would have feen this flight difficulty 
vanilh from before his eyes He would have 
learned, that Herod of Afcalon> furnamed the Great , 
and who might have been more properly called 
the ferocious, he who ordered the malfacre of 
the Innocents, was king of all Judea and of Jeru- 
falem, and is not the perfon mentioned in the 
Faifion. He would, moreover, have learned that the 
latter was Herod Antipas , who had only been able 
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to obtain of the Romans one third part of his 
father’s dominions, and being fimply Tetrarch of 
> Galilea, he had not the fame power over the other 
provinces. Hence there can be little room for 
furprife at his not cxercifing the power of life and 
death in Jerufalem, though we fee Pilate inviting 
him toi exercife that right, by {ending Jefos Chrift 
before him, as he had before judged and caufod to 
be beheaded St. John the Baptift. 

As to the ferocious Herod of Afcalen> his High- 
nels would have learned, that this prototype of 
Nero, had caufod the infants at Bethlehem to be 
(lain, by the fame power with which he had mur- 
dered Ariftobulus and Hircanus, the one the bro- 
ther, the other an o&agenarian and grand-father 
to the queen; by the fame power did he put to 
death Marianne his queen and her two children; 
Sohemus his confidant and numbers of his friends 
and nobles of his court, who had had the misfortune 
to difpleafe him. On reading of thefe nume- 
rous murders, of fuch unheard-of tyranny, and 
particularly when he learned that this Herod of 
AJcalon , on the point of death and fearing left 
the day of his deceafc fhould prove a day of 
public rejoicing, had caufod all the chiefs of the 
Jews to be Ihut up in the Circus, commanding 
they fhould be mafiacrcd at the moment he him- 
folf expired; fuch le&ures, I fay, could have 
left little doubt in the mind of the illuftrious 
, adept. 
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adept, whether this Herod exercifed the right of 
life and death. He then would never have fuf- 
pe&ed the Evangelifts of forging a fa£t like that 
of the malTacre of the innocents, a faCt fo recent, 
that many Jews then living h?d been witnefles to 
it. He would have reflected that impoftors would 
not expofe themfelves to be fo eafily difeovered 
and that in fo public a manner ; and all his objec- 
tions againft this maflfacre of the innocents, would 
not have availed againft his faith in the Gofpel. 

But he was nurtured in the fame objections 
with his mafter, he ftudied the facred writ through 
the fame medium; and Voltaire, who had fallen 
into thoufands of the grofleft errors on thofc 
facred writings, carefully avoided referring his 
difciples to thofe anfwers which he had received 
from the religious writers *. 

Though we blend thefe flight difeuflions with 
our memoirs, we will not add to the bitternefs 
with which fo many princes, who have been 
feduced by thefe impious chiefs of the Sophifters, 
now reproach themfelves. We will not fay to 
them, “ With what ftrangc blindnefs were you 
“ fmitten. It was your duty to ftudy the facred 
« writings, to learn how to become better, and to 
« render your fubje&s more happy, and you have 
<« debafed yourfelves to entering the lifts with the 

•. See the errors of Voltaire in the Letters of fome Portu- 
guese Jews* 

“ confpi- 
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** confpirators, that like them you may diipute 
** againft Chrift and his prophets. If doubts arife 
** on religion, why appeal to thofe who have fworn 
** its ruin. The day will come when the God 
** of the Chriftians fliall raife doubts on your 
** rights, and will refer your fubjeCts to the Jaco- 
** bins for their foludon. They are in your 
** dominions, feated in your palaces ready to 
applaud, as Voltaire did, at your objections 
“ againft Chrift and his prophets. Anfwer to 
*' their fword, the objections they make to your 
“ laws.” Let us forbear thefe reflections, let us 
limply remark, as hiftory mutt, how very unfor- 
tunate thefe princes muft have been, who feeking 
inftruCtion had applied to men, whofe foie object 
was to make them efficient to the deftruCtion of 
the altar, as the firft ftep towards the overthrow 
of their thrones. 

In the number of the protecting adepts hiftory Duke of 
will find itfelf neceflitated to infert the names of 
many princes, whofe ftates at this prefent moment 
feel the fweets of this new philofophy. In the 
account given by D’Alembert to Voltaire of thole 
foreign princes who would not travel through 
France, without doing homage to the conipiring 
Sophifters, we fee him extol the Duke of Brunf- 
wick as deferving the kindeft welcome , and particu- 
larly fo, when put in competition with the Prince 
of Deux Ponts , who only protects Frerons and fush 
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like rabble , that i* to fay religious authors *. The 
Jacobin army at this day proves which of thofe 
two princes was moft miftaken in his protection. 
It will be (till better feen when in thefe memoirs, 
we fhall treat of the laft and deepeft confpiracy 
of the Jacobins. 

To this prince we muft add Louis Eugene Duke 
of Wirtemberg, and Louis Prince of Wirtem- 
berg : both equally gloried in the kilons they re- 
ceived from Voltaire. The former writes • to 
him, ,c When at Ferney I think myfelf a greater 
“ philofopher than Socrates himfelf f.” The lat- 
ter, not content with encomiums on the premier 
chief, petitions for the moft licentious and the mod 
impious work Voltaire had ever penned, I mean 
the poem of Joan D’Arc or the Maid of 
Orleans. 

Charles Theodore, Elector Palatine, would oae 
while folicit the impious Sophifter for the lame 
mafter-piece of obfeenity, or for philofophic lec- 
tures ; at another time he would prefs and conjure 
him to repair to Manheim, that he might there 
receive his lectures anew J. 

Even (to) thofe adepts who through modelty, 
Ihould have Ihrunk back at the very name of fuch 
a production, even fojthe Princefs Anhalt- Zerbft, 
fends thanks to the author, who had been impu- 

• 23d June, 17 66. f ift Feb. 176 6 . 

| Letters of the ift May, 1754, and No. 38 anno 1762. 
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dent enough to fend her a prefent more worthy the 
Aretino *. 

The hiftorian cannot but remark the eagemefs 
of thefe mighty adepts for fo profligate a work. 
This is an awful example of what charms depra- 
vity of morals gave to the productions of the So- 
phifters ; the empire of the confpirators will caufe 
lefs furprife when we reflect how prevalent their 
fophifins became over the mind, when they had 
once tainted and perverted the heart. This is a 
reflection we reluctantly make, but it is too appo- 
fite to the hiftory ofPhilofophifm, and to the caufe 
and progrefs of the Antichriftian Confpiracy, to 
be fuppreiled. We know the reverence due to 
great names, but we cannot, on that confideration, 
hide the truth. Let thofe look to it, whofe mifeon- 
duCt is expofed to view j for to conceal it longer 
■would be to betray at once their own intereft, 
and that of their people, the fafety of their thrones, 
and that of the altar. 

Her Highnefs Wilhelmina, Margravine of Ba- 
reith, ranking among the protecting adepts, af- 
fords to the hiftorian the opportunity of laying 
open a new caufe of the progrefs of the Anti, 
chriftian Sophifters, of the weight they acquired 
from the vanity of their fchool, and from their 

* Letters of the Princefs Anhalt-Zerbft, 9th and 39th. 
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pretentions to a fuperiority of light above the 
vulgar. 

It is far from being the lot of all men to argue 
with equal fuccefs on religious or philofophical 
topics. Without being wanting in the refped due 
to that precious half of mankind, we may obferve 
in general, I think, that women are not born with 
a mind fo congenial with philofophy, metaphyfics, 
or divinity, as men. Nature has compenfated this 
want of refearch and meditation, by die gift of em- 
bellifhing virtue, by that fwcctnefs and vivacity of 
fentiment, which often proves a furer guide than all 
our reafonings. They do the good peculiarly 
allotted to them, better than we do. Their 
homes, their children, are their real empires, that 
of their leffons lies in the charm of example, more 
efficacious than all our fyllogifms. But the philofo- 
phic woman, philofophizing like a man, is either 
a prodigy or a monfter, and the prodigies are not 
common. The daughter of Necjter, the wife of' 
Roland, as well as Mefdames du Deffant, D’Efpi- 
nafle, Geofrin, and fuch like Parifian adepts, in 
ipite of all their pretentions to wit, can lay no 
claim to the exception. If the reader is indignant 
when he finds the name of the Margravine of Ba- 
reith on the fame line, let his indignation turn 
againft the man who infpired her with fuch 
pretenfions. Let an opinion be formed of the 

matters. 
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matters, by the tone ihe affumed with them to in- 
fure their approbation. Here is a fpecimen of the 
ityle of this illuttrious adept, aping the principles 
and the jetts of Voltaire, in order to captivate his 
approbation, at the expence of St. Paul. 

“ Sifter Guillemetta to Brother Voltaire, greet-. 
“ ing. I received your confoling epiftle. I can 
“ fwear by my favorite oath, that it has edified 
“ me infinitely more than that of St. Paul to 
“ Dame Eledt. The latter threw me into a certain 
“ drowfinefs that had the effedt of opium, and 
“ hindered me from perceiving the beauties 
“ of it. Yours had a contrary effedl •, it drew 
“ me from my lethargy, and put all my vital 
“ fpirits in motion again *,” 

We have no knowledge of any Epiftle of St. 
Paul to Dame Eledt } but Sifter Guillemetta, like 
Voltaire, burlefquing what (he had, as well as 
what lhe had not read, means no doubt to fpeak 
of St. John's Epiftle to Eledta. This contains no 
other compliment but that of an apoftle applaud- 
ing the piety of a mother, who rears her children 
in the way of life, exhorting her to charity, and 
guarding her againft the difeourfe and fchools of 
feducers. It is rather unfortunate that fuch leflons 
fhould have been opium for the illuftrious adept. 
It is probable that Voltaire would -have found a 
dole in the following letter, had it come from any 
other hand but that of Sifter Guillemetta. We 
• 25th Dec. 1755: 

Vol. I. CL wijl 
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will however copy it, as making an epoch in the 
annals of philofopbifm. We fhall there fee the 
female adept attempting to give leffons to Voltaire 
himfelf, anticipating Helvetius by mere dint of 
genius, and without perceiving it copiyf^Epicu- 
rus. Before (he commences. Sifter Guilleraetta 
affures Voltaire of the friendfhip~of the Margrave, 
and had carefully invoked the Genius of Bayle*. 
One day fhe thought herfelf infpired with the 
whole of it, and immediately writes to Brother Vol- 
taire, “ God, you fay (in t(ie Poem of the Law of 
“ Nature), has beftowed on all men juftice and 
** confcience to warn them, as he has given them 
“ all ’Wiat is needful. As God has beftowed on 
“ man juftice and confcience, thefe two virtues 
“ muft be innate in man, and become an attribute 
“ of his exiftence. Hence it neceflarily follows, 
“ that man muft adt in confequence, and that he 
“ cannot be juft or unjuft, or without remorfe, 
“ being unable to combat an inftindt annexed to 
“ his eflertce. Experience proves the contrary. If 
“ juftice was an attribute of our being, chicane 
“ would be banifhed. Your counfellors in parlia- 
** ment would not lofe their time as they do, in 
“ difturbing all France about a morfel of bread 
“ given or not. The Jefuits and the Janfenifts, 
** would equally confefs their ignorance in point 
** of dodtrine — Virtue is barely accidental— A ver- 

• 19th July, 1752. 
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•* Hon to pain and love of pleafure, have induced 
“ men to become juft— Diforder can beget no- 
“ thing but pain— Quiet is the parent of plea- 
** fare, I have made the human heart my par- 
“ ticula*- ftudy, and I draw my conclulions on 
“ what has been, from what 1 fee 

There is extant a play intitled. Divinity dwin- 
dled into a Diftaff. This letter of her Highnefs the 
Margravine of Bareith, dwindled into Sifter Guille- 
xnetta, may perhaps furnifh the lame idea for phi- 
lofophy. But handing over the female Socrates 
to the Molieres of the day, the hiftorian will draw 
from the errors of this female adept, a more feri- 
ous leflon on the progrefs of the. Antichriftian 
Confpiracy. He will behold a new'caufe in the 
morjtifying limits of the human intellect, and the 
vanity of its pretenfions, which in certain adepts 
feem precifely to expand itfelf, in as much as na- 
ture had from the weaknefs of their underftand- 
ing, feemed naturally to inlinuate modefty and 
humility. 

Sifter Guillemetta fears for liberty, if it be true 
that God has given to man a confcience, the ne- 
ceffary fenfe of right and wrong. She was then 
ignorant that man, with the eyes that God has 
given him to fee and know his road, is never- 
thelefs free to go where he pleafes. She has 

* ift Nov. 1759. 
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made a particular ftudy of the human heart, and 
ihe has not yet learned, that man often fees what 
is beft, but will do the worft ! She thinks herfelf 
in the fchool of Socrates, and with Epicurus, 
ihe only fees the averjion of pain and the love tf 
pleafure , as the principle of juftice and virtue. 
She tells us, in fine, probably without even per- 
ceiving it, that if chicane is not banifhed, it is 
becaufe our attornies have not a fufficient averfion 
to indigence ; that if our veftals are not all chafte, 
it is becaufe they do not fufficiently love pleafure; 
and after that, in prefence of her Highnefs, Par- 
liaments, Jefuits, Janfenifts, and undoubtedly the 
whelp Sorbonne, with the whole faculty of divi- ' 
nity, muft confefs their ignorance in point of doc- 
trine. 

Frederick With more genius but lefs confidence in his 
Frinceof own Frederick William, Prince Royal of 
Pruffia. Pruffia, prefents us with quite another fpecies of 
adept. Indefatigable in the field of vi&ory, he 
dares not anfwer for himfelf : he knows what he 
could wifh to believe, but not what he ought to 
believe ; he fears to lofe himfelf in reafoning. His 
foul repeats that he muff be immortal, he fears 
her voice milleads him, and Voltaire is to decide 
for him ; when in the field of Mars, he has the 
confidence and activity of a hero * hut when he is 
to refleft on futurity, he has all the modefty and 
the humility of a difciple, almoft the unconcern 
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of a fceptic. The authority of his matter is to 
lave him the trouble of refearch, and his matter 
again is Voltaire. “ Since I have taken the li- 
“ berty of converting with you, he rcfpe£HA|dRy 
c< writes, tuffer me to afk for my own inftru&ion 
** only, whether as you advance in years, you find 
“ no alteration to make in your ideas on the na- ' 
“ ture of the foul. I don’t like to bewilder my- 
c< felf in metaphyfical reafonings, but I could with 
“ not to die entirely, and that fuch a genius as 
** yours were not annihilated 

Like a man who can aflame every tone, Vol- 
taire anfwered, “ The King of Pruflia’s family is 
** much in the right, not to content 'to the annihi- 
“ lation of his foul. — It is true that it is not well 
“ known what a foul is, as nobody has ever teen 
“ one. All that we know is, that the eternal 
“ Mailer of nature has . endowed us with the fa- 
«* culty of feeling and knowing virtue. That 
“ this faculty furvives us after our death, is not 
“ demonflrated ; but then the contrary is not bet- 
“ ter proved. There are none but quacks who 
«* are certain, we know nothing of die firft prinr 
“ ciples— Doubt is not an agreeable ftate, but 
“ certainty is a ridiculous one f.” 

I know not what effect this letter had on the 
ferene and refpc&fiil difciple, but we fee the pre- 

* 12th Nov. 1770. fj8th Nov. 1770. 
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mier chief varying his means of power over his 
princely adepts, as much as he did over the citi- 
zens of Harlem. When ,the King, Frederick, 
wrote to him in fo refolute a tone, man once dead 
there is nothing left j he takes care not to reply, that 
certainty is a ridiculous Jlate , that quacks only are 
certain. No, Frederick, King of Prufiia, is al- 
ways the firft of philofophic kings *. And a 
week after, Frederick, Prince Royal, only wifhes 
to be confirmed on the immortality of his 
foul, then it is, that notwithftanding all the 
troubles and difquietudes of fcepticifm, the doubts 
of the fceptic is the only rational ftatc for the 
true philofopher. Such a ftate will fuffice, as he ♦ 
then beholds his adepts no longer belonging to 
the religion of Chrift, and that is fufficient for his 
plans. He will lead the king materialift, and re- 
folute in his opinions, notwithftanding his own irre- 
folution and uncertainty, by encomiums and admi- 
ration. He leaves Eugene of Wirtemberg in 
aftonifhment at the mafter he coincides with in 
opinion. Wilhelmina of Bareith, more daring 
than her mafter, is permitted to argue. He cuts 
fliort, and threatens with ridicule and quackery, 
the humble adept who feeks to reclaim and allay 
the ire of his mafter. To one he di&ates his prin- 
ciples i to another he peremptorily declares that 

• See their letters, 30th OS. and aifl Nov. 1770. 
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man is condemned to the total ignorance of th tfirfi 
principles. He is not the lets the idol of the afto- 
nilhed princes. He does not the lets transform 
them into the protestors of his fchool and of the ' 
conlpirators j and fuch is the fuccefs with which he 
flatters himfelf, that writing to his dear Count 
D’Argental, he fays, “ At prefent there is not a 
<c German prince who is not a philofopher — 
That is to lay, the philofophift of impiety ! There 
are certainly exceptions to be made from fuch an 
.aflertion, but it will prove at leaft how much thefe 
abettors of impiety flattered themlelves with the 
progrefe they were making among lovereigns and 
'princes, — and to whom impiety was one day to 
prove fo flital ! 

• a6th Sept. 1766. 


Cl 4 CHAP. 


2Jt 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



2 32 


THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY 


chap, xi y. 


Third Clajs of protesting Adepts. — Minijlers, 
Noblemen and Magiftrates. 


I T was in France that philoiophirm had taken 
all the forms of a true confpiracy; and it was. 
in France alfo, that it had made its greateft 
ravages among the rich and powerful. It had not 
gained the throne of Bourbon as it had many of 
Errors of the northern thrones, but it would be vain for 
^Jf 1 * hiftory to dilfimulate, that Lewis XV. without 
being of the confpiracy, powerfully helped the 
Antichriftian confpirators. He never had the 
misfortune of lofmg his faith, he even loved 
religion; but during the lift thirty-five years of 
his life, he fo little praftifed it, the diffolutenefs 
of his morals and public triumph of his courtezans 
anfwered fo little to the title of his Moft Chriftian 
Majefty, that he might nearly as well have been a 
difciple of Mahomet. 

Sovereigns are not fufficiently aware of the 
evils they draw on themfelves by fwerving from 
morality. Some have fupported religion only as 
a curb on their fubje&s; but woe be to him who 
' only 
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only views it in that light. In vain lhall they 
preferve its tenets in their hearts, it is their ex- 
ample that muft uphold it. Next to the example 
of the clergy, that of kings is the mod neceffary 
to reftrain the people. When religion is ufed 
only as a policy, the vileft of the populace will 
foon perceive it) they will look upon it as a 
weapon ufed againft them, and fooner or later 
they will break it, and your power vanifhes. If 
without morals you pretend to religion, the people 
will alfo think themlelves religious in their profli- 
gacy; and how often has it been repeated, that laws 
without morals are but a mere phantom. But the 
day will come when the people, thinking them- 
lelves more confequential, will throw afide both 
morals and tenets, and then where (hall be your 
curb. 

Such were the difeourfes often held by the 
Chriftian orators in prefence of Lewis XV. He 
without morals was foon furrounded by minifters 
deftitute of faith, who could have leldomer de-t. 
ceived him, had his love for religion been ftimu- 
Jatsed by practice. After the death of the Cardi- 
nal de Fleury fome are to be found, the Marechal 
de Belkifle and Mr. dc Berlin for example, who 
are not to be confounded in that dafs of adepts j 
but then we fucceflively find near his perfon Mr. 
Amelot in the foreign department, Mr. D’Argen- 
fon in the lame; the Duke de Choiieul, de Praflin 

and 
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and Mr. de Maleftierbes, alfo the Marquife de 
Pompadour as long as (he lived, and all thefe 
were initiated and intimately conne&ed with Vol- 
taire and his confpiracy. We have feen him 
make application to Mr. Amelot on the deftruc- 
tion of the clergy. This minifter had fufEcient 
confidence in Voltaire to intrull him with a fecret 
and important million to the King of Pruflia, and 
Voltaire in return, does not conceal from him the 
ufe he had made of his million againll the church. 
He confided no lels in that Duke de Praflin, to 
whom he had fent his memorial on the tythes, in 
hopes of depriving the clergy of the greateft part 
of their fuftenance*. This confidence from the 
premier chief fufficiently denotes the fentiments 
of thofe men to whom he fent his plans for ex- 
ecution. 

A minifter whole afliduity in correlpOnding 
with Voltaire, indicates more clearly their perfect 
coincidence with each other, was the Marquis 
D’Argenfon, whom we have already noticed, 
tracing the plan for the definition of the religious 
orders. It was he who firft protected Voltaire 
at court and with the Marquife de Pompadours 
he was allb one of the mod impious of his difci- 
ples, and to him it is, that Voltaire writes con- 
llandy, as to one of the adepts with whom he was 

* Letter to Count D’Argental, anno 1764. 
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moft intimate. If any thing, he appears more 
refolute in his antireligious opinions than his 
mafter, his philofophifm coincided more with 
that of the King of Pruflia’s, for he was alfo 
convinced that he was not two-fold, and that he had 
nothing to fear or hope for, when once his body 
(hould reft in eternal fleep *. 

More zealous and more a&ive than the Mar- Duke de 
cjois D’Argenlbn for the reign of impiety, the choifeuL 
Duke de Choifeul better knew and more power- 
fully feconded the fecrets of Voltaire. We have 
already feen him extolling this great protedor 
in his quarrels with the Sorbonne ; we have already 
feen why this duke, adopting and prefling the 
execution of D’Argenfon’s plans againft the reli- 
gious orders, began by that of the Jefuifs. It 
would be ufelefs to infift on this minifter, his im- 
piety is too well authenticated, and left he might 
be miftaken for a Chriftian, he wifhed to refiife 
himfelf Chriftian burial, and to be buried, for 
from any religious monument, in the midft of his 
park where his rattle fed. 

Thus did this feries of Antichriftian minifters, Malef- 
each partially anticipate the Jacobins in the over- j^fo^tho 
throw of the altar. It was to the man, who was revolu- 
one day to fee that very revolution in all its uon * 
horrors, and at length fall a vidim to it, that 

• See in the General Correfpondence, the letters of Mr. 
D’Argenfon. 
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thcle impious chiefs pay their greateft homage, 
it was to him they were chiefly indebted. And 
this protector of the confpiracy againft his God, 
was Malelherbes; fhis name, I am aware, will 
recall to mind many moral virtues, it will recall 
his benevolence when alleviating the rigor of the 
prifons, when remedying the abufe of the Lettres de 
Cachet-, but France fliall, neverthelefs, demand of 
him her temples in ruin j for it was he who above 
all other minifters abufed his authority to eflablifh 
the reign of impiety in France. D’Alembert, 
who knew him well, always vouches for l)is reluc- 
tantly executing the fuperior orders iffued in favor 
of religion, and for his favoring philofophifm 
whenever circumftances would permit; and un- 
fortunately he knew but too well how to avail 
himfclf of circumftances. By his office he par- 
ticularly prefided over the laws relative to the 
prefs, but with a Angle word he effaced all dif- 
tinftions in books, whether impious, religious or 
feditious,- he declared them all to be a mere objeSf 
of commerce . 

liberty of Let politicians of other nadons argue on that 
t^ger-k °bj e & in confequence of what experience has 
ousin taught them in their own countries; but it is an 
France. j ncon trovertible fa£t, that France owes the mif- 
fortunes of the revolution to the great abufe of 
the prefs, and to that real inundation of bad books 
at, firft only impious, but latterly both impious 

and 
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and feditious. There are alio many reafons pecu* 
liar to France which rendered the abule of the 
prefs more fatal than elfewhere. 

Without pretending toraife the merit of the 
French writers, it may be obferved, and I have 
often heard foreigners repeat it, that there is a cer- 
tain clearneis, procefs and method peculiar to them, 
which by putting our French books more within 
the reach of the commonality of readers, makes 
them in fome fort more popular and thence more 
dangerous when bad. 

Our frivoloufnels may be a failing, but that 
failing made a book more fought for in France, 
than would the profoundeft meditations of an 
Englifhman. Neither truth nor error could pleafe 
a Frenchman when latent, he likes to fee clearly; 
epigram, farcafm, in fine all what may be called 
wit, is what he delights in. Even blafphemy, 
elegantly fpoken, will not difpleafe £ nation, un- 
happily gifted with the talent of laughing on the 
moft ferious fubjettsf and who will pardon every 
failing in him who can divert them. It was to 
this unfortunate tafte that the impious writings of 
Voltaire owed their chief fuccefs. 

Whatever may be the .reafon, the Englifh alio 
have their books againft the Chriftian religion ; 
they have their Collins, their Hobbes, their 
Woolftons, and many others, where in fubftance is 
to be found, all that our French Sophifters have 
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only repeated after their way, that is to fay, with 
that art which adapts every thing to the moll 
vulgar minds. In England Hobbes and Collins 
are almoft forgotten or unknown. Bolingbroke, 
and other authors of the fame clafs, are little read, 
though of greater merit as literary men, by a peo- 
ple who knows how to occupy itfelf with other 
things. In France, from the idle marquis or 
countefs unto the attorney’s clerk, or even to the 
petty citizen, who had far other occupations, thefe 
impious productions, and particularly Voltaire’s, 
were not only read, but each would have his opi- 
nion and criticife every new publication of the fort. 
The French, in general, were great readers, and 
every citizen would have his library. Thus in 
Paris a bookfeller was fure of felling as many 
copies of the moll pitiful performance, as are ge- 
nerally fold in London of a work of no fmall 
merit. 

In France an author was as paflionately cried up 
as a fafhion } the Englilhman, who deigns to read 
his work, pafles judgment on it and remains un- 
concerned. Can this arife from good fenfe or in- ' 
difference, or may it not be a mixture of both. 
Notwithllanding all the benefactions received from 
the Englifh, I will not pronounce ; neither flattery 
.nor criticifm is within my fphere j but an undoubted 
faCt, and which ought to have taught Malefherbes, 
is that in France, Hill leis than clfewhere, a book 

cither 
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either impious or feditious never could be looked 
upon as a mere article of commerce. The greater 
readers, arguers, and the more volatile the French 
people were, the more the minifter fuperintending 
the prefs, Ihould have enforced the laws enafted 
to reprefs the licentioufnefs of it, which, on the 
contrary, he favored with all his power. His 
condemnation is recorded in the encomiums of the 
confpirators, it was he, they faid, who broke the 
Jbackles of literature *. 

In v^in would it be objected that the minifter 
left the fame liberty to the religious writers. In 
the firft place, that was not always true, it. was 
much againft his will that he differed works, re- 
futing the Sophifters, to appear fj and what a 
minifter allows with reluctance, he finds abundant 
means of preventing. Could a minifter be inno- 
cent, when letting a poifon infule itfelf throughout 
the public, under pretext that he did not forbid 
the fale of the antidote ? Moreover, however well 
written a religious work may be, it has not the 
palfions to fecond it; much more talent is re- 
quired to make fuch a performance palatable. 
Any fool may attratt the people to the theatre, 
but the eloquence of a Chryfoftom is ncceflary to 
tear them from it. With equal talent, he who 
pleads for licence and impiety, will carry more 

* Voltaire to D’Alembert, No. 128. 

+ Ibid. jet. 22 and 24. 

weight 




Digitized by LjOOQie 



240 THB ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 

weight than the mod eloquent orator, who vindi- 
cates the rights of virtue and morality. The re- 
ligious apologift requires a ferious and an attentive 
reading, with a ftedfaft delire of finding the truth, 
and fuch a ftudy fatigues, whereas, depravity re- 
quires none ; in a word, it . is far more eafy to 
irritate, and throw the people into revolt, than to 
appeafe them, when once put in motion. 

Malef- At length Malelherbes, feeing the revolution 

herbes conlummated in the death of Lewis XVI. gave 
dunngthe ° 

revolu- figns of a tardy repentance. His zeal, in that mo- 

uon ’ ment did not hinder men, who had deeply felt his 

fault, from exclaiming, “ Officious defender, ceafe 

“ to plead for that king you yourfelf betrayed, it 

“ is too late. Ceafe to accufe that legion of re- 

“ gicidcs, who demand his head ; Robefpierre is 

« not his firlt executioner ; it was you that long 

“ fince prepared his fcaffold, when you fuffered 

“ thofe impious works, that called the people to 

** the deftruftion of the altar and of the throne, 

“ to be openly fold and difplayed in the porticos 

“ of his palace. That unfortunate prince con- 

fided in you, he had imparted his authority to 

“ you, to reprefs the impious and feditious writers, 

“ and you permitted the people to inhale blaf- 

“ phemy and hatred of kings, from a Ray- 

“ nal, an Helvetius or a Diderot, and you pre- 

** texted commerce. If then, to day, this people, 

** iu the frantic crifis of thofe poifons you have 

“ circulated 
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** circulated in their veins, call aloud for the head 
** of Lewis XVI. It is too late to make a parade 
a of his defence, or to criminate the Jacobins.” 

Men of meditation and reflection, had long fince 
forcieen the reproach that hiftory would one day 
make to Malelherbes. They never palled the 
galleries of the Louvre, without exclaiming in the 
bitternefs of their fouls, Unfortunate Lewis XVI l 
It is thus that you are fold at the gates of your own 
palace ! 

Malelherbes, at length, leaving the miniftry 
overpowered by the reclamations of the friends of 
religion, his fuccefibrs undertook or pretended to ^ 
undertake, to enforce the former laws. But pre- 
fently, under the title of Fables , the Sophifters 
fought to Ipread their poifon anew, and charmed 
with their fuccefs D’Alembert writes to Voltaire, 
** The luck of it is, that thefe fables, for fuperior 
" to Efop’s, are fold here (at Paris) pretty freely. 
** I begin to think the trade (of bookfelling) will 
** have loft nothing by the retreat of Mr. de 
** Malelherbes It in truth loft fo little, that 
the writers in defence of the altar and the throne, 
were the only ones thwarted in their publica* 
tions -J-. 

Mean- 


• Let. 121. 

f We know of feveral excellent works which never coaid 
gain admifSon into France. Such was the cafe with Feller’* 
Vol.I. R Phu. 0 - 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 

Meanwhile the confpirators carefully calculated 
their fuccefles with miniftry. At the period when 
Lewis XVI. afcended the throne, they were al- 
ready {uct$4hat Voltaire, writing to Frederick, ex- 
prefles his hopes in the following terms : «* I 
« know not whether our young king will walk in 
« your footfteps, but I know that he has taken pbi- 
« iofopbersfor bis mmijters, all, except one, who is 
« unfortunately a bigot. There is Mr. Turgot, 
«* who is worthy of your Majefty’s converiadon. 
« The priefts are in defpair. This is the com- 

« MENCEMENT OF A GREAT REVOLUTION 

. Vokaire, in this, is correft to the foil extent of 
die term. I remember, in thofe days, to have 

Philosophical Catechism, becaufe it contains an ex- 
cellent refutation of the fy items of' the day. We are ac- 
quainted with feveral authors, and we might cite ourfelves, 
t6 whom greater feverity was ftiown, than the law could coun- 
tenance, whilft it was openly tranfgreffed in favor of the con- ■ 
fpirators. Mr. Lourdet, of the Royal College, the cenfor of 
our Helvkn letters, needed all his refolution and firmnefs to 
maintain his prerogative and ours, by publilhing that work 
which the Sophifters would fain have fuppreiTed, and that be- 
fore the firft volume was half printed. The fame cenfor re- 
claimed in vain the power of the laws, to flop the publication 
of Raynald’s works. That feditious writer had daringly pre- 
fented his pretended Philosophic History to the cen- 
fure, and inftead of the probate, he received the reproaches 
of juft indignation. In fpite of cenfure or laws, his work ap- 
peared the next day, and was expofod for public foie. 

• Let of 3d Aug. 1775, 

fecn 
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fcen venerable ecclefiaftics bewailing the death of 
Lewis XV. while all France and rayfelf among 
others, were in expectation of better days.* They 
would fay, the king we lofe, truly had many 
fellings, but he that fucceeds is very young, and 
has many dangers to encounter. They forefewf 
‘ that feme revolution which Voltaire foretels to 
Frederick, and they ihed tears over it, in the bit- 
ternefs of their hearts. But let not the hiftorian 
blame the young prince for the unhappy choice 
in which Voltaire fo much exults. Lewis XVI. to 
fucceed the better in this choice, had done all that 
diffidence in his own abilities, or that the love of 
his fubjeCts or of religion could fuggeft. This 
we fee by the deference he paid to the laft ad- 
vice he received from his father, from that Dauphin 
whole virtues had long been the admiration of France, 
and whole death plunged it into univerfal mourn- 
ing. This is again to be feen in the eagemefe The M»- 
with which Lewis XVI. called to the miniftry that Jj^ytobe 
man, wh'o in Voltaire’s ftyle, was unfortunately a excepted, 
bigot. This was the Marefchal de Muy. When 
the hiftorian fhall difcover the throne furrounded 
by fo many perfidious agents of its authority, let 
him remember to avenge piety and ChrKtian 
fervor, courage and fidelity, infine all the virtues 
of a true citizen, when he fhall treat of the me- 
mory of this Marefchal. Mr, de Muy had been 
the companion and bofom friend, of the Dauphin, 

R 2 father 
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father of Lewis XVI. and fuch a friendlhip is more 
than an equivalent for the fcurrilous abufe of Vol- 
taire. The Marefchal de Saxe, was folicidng for 
one, whom he protefted, the place of companion 
(menin) to the young prince. On being told that 
it was intended for Mr. de Muy, he replied, I will 
not do Mr. Le Dauphin the injury of depriving him 
of the company of fo virtuous a man as the Chevalier 
de Muy , and who may , hereafter , be of great fervice 
to France. Let pollerity appreciate fuch a com- 
mendation, and could the Sophifter but hear and 
. blulh ! 

Mr. de Muy, was the man who bore the greateft 
rcfemblance to the Dauphin, who loved him. Jn 
him were , to be found the fame regularity and 
amenity of manners, the fame beneficence, the fame 
difinterefted zeal for religion and the public wel- 
fare. It was through his means that the prince, 
unable to vifit the provinces in perfon, was ac- 
quainted with the misfortunes and grievances of the 
people ; he fent him to examine their fituations, and 
they were occupied together in feeking thofe reme- 
dies which the prince’s premature death, alas ! hin- 
dered from being carried into execution. When, 
during the war, Mr. de Muy was called upon to 
give proofs of his fidelity in the victorious fields 
of Crevelt and Warbourg, the Dauphin would 
daily offer the following prayer for his fafety: <c My 
‘‘ God, may thy fword defend, may thy fhicld 

“ proteCk 
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c ‘ protect the Count Felix de Muy, to the end, 
** that if ever thou makeft me bear the heavy bur- 
tr then of a crown, he may fupport me by his 
“ virtue, his counfels and his example.” 

When the God of vengeance ftruck France with 
its firft fcourge, when the hand of death had mor- 
tally ftruck the Dauphin, Mr. de Muy by his bed- 
fide, bathed in the tears of friendfhip, hears the 
prince, in a voice that could rend the heart afun- 
der, pronounce thete laft words: “Do not abandon 
“ yourfelf to forrow. Preferve yourfelf, to ferve 
“ my children. Your knowledge, your virtues 
c * will be neceflary to them. Be for them, what 
« you would have been for me. Beftow on my 
« memory, that mark of kindnefs j but above all, 
“ let not their youth, during which God grant 
“ them his prote&ion, keep you at a diftance 
“ from them.” 

JLewis XVI. afcending the throne, recalled thefe 
words to Mr. de Muy, conjuring him to accept of 
the miniftry. Though he had refuled it in the 
preceding reign, he could not withftand the en- 
treaties of the Ion of his departed friend. In a 
•court univerfally aflault'ed by impiety, he taught 
it that the Chriftian hero would, in no fituation, 
be afhamed of his God. 

When he commanded in Flanders, he had the 
honor of receiving the Duke of Gloucefter, bro- 
ther to the King of England, at a time when the 
R 3 Catholic 
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miniftration philolophifm made a terrible progrefs. 
Nothing proves it better than the choice of that 
Turgot, whofe nomination is celebrated by Voltaire 
as the beginning of a gredt revolution . 

Turgot. The philanthropy of this man has been much 
extolled, but it was that of a hypocrite, as the 
reader will be convinced of, by the following 
letter from D’Alembert to Voltaire: “ You will 
** foon receive another vifit, which I announce to 
** you. It is that of Mr. de Turgot, a mailer of 
*« Requefts, full of philofophy, a man of great 
** parts and learning, a great friend of mine, and 
** who wilhes to fee you in luck. I fay luck for 
Cf propter netum Judaorum (for fear of the Jews) ; 
«« we mull not brag of it too much, nor you 
** neither *.’* 

If at firft fight the Ggnification of the fear ^of 
the Jews is not underftood, D'Alembert will ex- 
plain it in a fecond portrait of his friend: “ This 
“ Turgot, he writes, is a man of wit, great 
“ inftru&ion and very virtuous; in a word, he is 
■** a worthy Cacouac , but has good realons for not 
4t fhowing it too much, for I have learned to my 
“ coll, that the Cacouaquery (philofophifm) is 
“ not the road to fortune, and he deferves to 
tc make his f.” 

Voltaire had an interview with Turgot, and 
formed fo true a judgment of him, that he an- 

• Letter 64, anno 1760. f Letter 76. 

fwers. 
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fwers, «« If you have many licentiates of that ftamp 
“ in your fed, I fear for the wretch, Jbe is loft to 
“ good company 

To every man who underftands the encomiums 
of Voltaire or D’Alembert, this is as much as to 
fay, Turgot is a fecret adept, he is an ambitious 
hypocrite and will at once be a traitor to his God, 
his king and his country: but with us, we call him 
virtuous, he is a confpirator of the true ftamp, ne- 
ceflary to compafs the overthrow of Chriftianity. 
Had Voltaire or D’Alembert fpoken of an eede- 
fiallic, or a religious writer who had only the virtues 
of a Turgot, what a monfter we ihould have feen 
arife from his pen. Let the impartial hiftorian 
examine, and lay afide thefe ufurped reputations 
of virtue, let him fay with truth, that Turgot, 
rich and above the common run of citizens, and 
ftill aiming at dignities and further fortune, cannot 
be called a real philolbpher. Turgot being the 
adept of the conip iring Sophifters and a mafter of 
requefts, is already perjured. He will be far 
more fo when he arrives at the mlniftry. For 
by the Handing laws of the ftate, he could only 
enjoy thefe dignities, by affirming both by himfelf 
and others, his fidelity to the king, to religion and 
to the ftate. He had already betrayed religion 
and the ftate, he will foon betray his king. He 
belonged to that feft of CEconomifts who detefted 


• Letter 77. 
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the French monarchy, and only differed 5 king, 
in order to treat him as did the firft rebels of the 
revolution. 

At length, carried to the miniftry, by the 
cabals of the felt, he ufes all his power to infpire 
the young king with his difguft for the monarchy, 
and with his principles on the authority of a 
throne, he had fwom to maintain as minifter. He 
would -willingly have transformed him into a 
Jacobin king. He firft infinuates thole errors, 
which are one day to throw the fceptre into the 
hands of the people, and overturn the altar and 
the throne; if thofe are the virtues of a minifter, 
they arc thofe of a treacherous one; if errors of the 
mind, they are 'of a m ad-man. Nature had en± 
dowed him with the defire of relieving his fellow- 
creatures. He- heard the declamaddns of the So- 
phifters againft the remains of the feudal fyftem, 
under which the people ftill labored, and what 
with the Sophifters, was a mere tool of their 
hatred for kings, he miftopk for the cry of com- 
paflion. He was blind to what all the world 
Jaw; and that particularly on the Corvees. He 
would not hearken to the voice of hiftory, which 
told him that the lhackles of the feudal fyftem 
had as yet been only broken, by the wildom and 
mature deliberation of the monarch, forefeeing 
Ithe inconveniences- and the means of covering 
the Ioffes of the fuppreffion. But he would be 

hafty 
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hafly and he mined every thing. The SoptnAets 
thought his difmtffion too early, but alas ! it was 
not early enough; for he had Already, tainted the 
throne with thofe revolutionary ideas on the fove- 
reignty of the people ; he had then forgotten that 
this was making all power depending on their 
caprice; ffe pretended to make the people happy 
fey placing arms in their hands, with which they * 
deftroyed themfelves. He thought to re-eftabltlh , 
-the laws in all their purity, and he only taught 
rebellion; he mifleads the youthful monarch, too 
unexperienced, to unravel the lophifms of the 
left ; the very goodnels of his heart leads him 
ftill more aftray. In the pretended rights of the 
people, he only fees his own to be fecrificed, and 
it is from Turgot, we are to trace that fetal error 
of his informountable patience and fetal conde- 
lcenfion for that people, whole fovewignty led 
to the fcaJffbld himfeif, his queen and his fitter. 

Turgot is the firft minifter who (hows that 
revolutionary fpirit, at once antichriftian and anti- 
monarchial. Choifeul and Malelberbes were more 
impious thah Turgot, Choifeul perhaps was even 
more Wicked, but never before had a minifter 
been known, feeking to deftroy the principles of 
that authority, in the mind of the king, which he 
imparted to them. .It was reported that Turgot 
had repented on feeing the fove reign mob threat- 
ening his perfon, on feeing them burfting open 

the 
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the magazines of com, and throwing both corn 
and bread into the river and that under pretence 
of famine ; it was then, as reported, that feeing 
his errors, he had laid open to Lewis XVI. all the 
plans of the Sophifters, and that thefe latter ever- 
after fought to deftroy the idol they had fet up. 
This anecdote, unfortunately for the honor of 
Turgot, is unfounded. Before his elevation to 
the miniftry, he was an idol of the confpirators, 
and fuch he remaned, until his death. Condorcet 
has alfo been his panegyrifl and hiftorian, and he 
would not have been tolerant on the repentence of 
an adept. 

Scourges have fallen fucceffively on France fince 
the revolution, but prior to it they had fucceeded 
each other in the perfons of Lewis XVIth’s mini- 
fters. Necker appeared after Turgot, and Necker 
re-appears after Briennes. And his virtues were 
extolled by the Sophifters nearly as mnch as he 
extols them himfelf. This is another of thofe 
reputations, which the hiftorian muft judge by 
fafts, not for the mere pleafure of detecting the 
confpiring hypocrite, but becaufe thefe unmerited 
reputations were a means employed for the confumma- 
tion of the confpiracy. 

Necker. Necker, as yet a banker’s clerk, was employed by 
fbme.fpeculatorsboth as the confidant and agent, in 
a bufinefs which was fuddenly and greatly to aug- 
ment their fortunes. They had the fecret of an 

approaching 
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approaching peace, which was conliderably to 
enhance the value of the Canada Bills ; one of 
the conditions .of the future peace being, the pay- 
ment of thofe bills which had remained in Eng- 
land : they let Necker into the fccret, on condi- 
tion that for' their common emolument, he would 
write to London to have a number of thefe bills 
bought up at the low price which the war had re- 
duced them to. Necker engaged in the aflocia- 
tion, and through the credit of his mafter, the bills 
were monopolized. His aflociates, returning to 
know the date of the bargain, he told them that 
the fpeculation had appeared lb hazardous and 
bad, that he had defifted from and countermanded 
the purchafe. Peace comes, and Necker is in 
pofleflion of thefe bills on his own account alone, 
and thefe make near three millions Tournois.— 
Such was the virtue of Necker when a clerk ! 

Now rich, he calls the Sophifters to his table { 
his houfe becomes a weekly club, and the new 
Mecenas is well repaid for His good cheer by the 
encomiums and flattery of his guefts. D’ Alembert, 
and the chiefs of the confpirators, punctually at- 
tended thefe aflemblies every Friday *. Necker 
hearing of nothing but philofophy, would be a 
philofopher, as fuddenly as he became a lord, and 
the intrigue and encomiums of the fc£t would 

* Coirefpondence of Vokaire and D’Alembert, Let. 31, 
anno 1 770* 
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transform him into a Sully. At length Lewis XVL 
hearing fo much of the talents of this man in 
finance, called him to the miniftry as Comptroller 
General. Among the many means of the confpi- 
rators, the moft infallible was to introduce diforder 
in the finances. Necker fucceeded completely in 
this plan, by thofe exhorbitant loans which no- 
thing could have hidden from the public, but that 
blind confidence, and thofe encomiums perpetually 
thrown out by the fe<5t. — But let Necker have 
afted from the impulfe of confpirators, tike an 
ignorant minifter who knew not whither he was 
driven, or knowingly hollowed out the abyfs, it 
is not hk' pretended virtue that is to plead his de- 
fence. Is it not probable that the man, who, 
when recalled for the fecond time to the miniftry, 
could dare to ftarve the people in the midft of 
plenty, in order to convulfe them into a revolu- 
tion, could alfo attempt to ruin the finances to 
produce the feme convulfive ftate ? Such a virtue 
as his may be nearly clafled with the blacked: 
guilt. 

At the time when Necker was recalled to re- 
place Briennes in the miniftry, at the time when 
his great generofity to the people was cried up, 
and that all France was ftunnecL with his great 
feats, at that very time was he, in concert with 
Philippe D ’Orleans, ftarving the peojple into revolt 
againft their king, the nobles and the clergy* 

This 
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This virtuous man had bought up all the corn, 
had ordered it to be (hut up in ftore-houles, or in 
barges fent it from one place to another, forbid- 
ding the intendants to allow of the fale of any 
com, until they had received his orders. The 
magazines remained (hut. The boats'* "will 
from port to port. The people clamoroufly cal- 
led for bread, but in vain 1 The parliament of 
Rouen, concerned for the ftate to which the pro- 
vince of Normandy was reduced,.. de fired its pre- 
fident to write to the miniftcr (Necker) to demand 
the fale of a great quantity of corn which they 
knew to be then in the province. . His letter was 
not anfwered. The firft prefident received a 
fecond fummons from his body, to expatiate in the 
moft preffmg manner on the wants of the people; 
at length Necker anfwers, that he has lent his 
orders to the Intendant. . His orders are executed, 
but the Intendant is obliged, for his own juftifica- 
tion, to lay them before the parliament, and lo far 
were they from what was expetted, that they were 
barely an inftrudlion to put off the fale, and to 
invent divers pretexts and excufes to elude the 
demands of the magiftrates, and to rid him of 
their applications. Meanwhile the vellels laden 
with com, proceeded from the ports to the ocean, 
from the ocean to the rivers, or limply to the in-- - 
terror of the provinces. At the period when 
Necker was driven from the miniftry for the fe- 
cond time, the people were defticute of bread. 

The 
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The parliament had then obtained proof that the 
fame boats, laden with the lame corn, had been 
from Rouen to Paris, ' and from Paris back agaih j 
then embarked at Rouen for the Havre, and thence 
returned again half rotten. The Attorney General 
profited of this lecond difmiflion to fend circular 
Orders to Hop thefe proceedings, and to give the 
people the liberty of buying this corn. At the 
expulGpn of this minifter, the populace of Paris, 
ftupidly fovcreign, run to arms, and demand 
their Necker, carrying his buft through the llreets 
with that of Philippe D’Orleans, and never were 
two aflaflins better coupled in their triumph. The 
populace would have its executioner, which it 
ftupidly (tiled its father j and Necker, on his re- 
turn, ftarves it anew. Scarce had he heard of the 
orders which the Attorney General of the Parliament 
of Normandy had given, when the revolutionary 
agents are fent from Paris, the people are ltirred 
up againlt the magiltrate, his manfion is forced 
and pillaged, and a price is put upon his head ! — 
Such were the virtues of the adept Necker, when 
minifter and protestor of the confpirators. 

For the authenticity of thele fa&s, the hiftorian 
will appeal to the chief magiftrates of the parlia- 
ment of Rouen. If to lhew the chief agent of 
fuch horrid deeds, I have been obliged to antici- 
pate on the fecond part of this work j it is becaule 
Necker had confpired againft the throne, equally 
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os againft the altar. It was through him the So- 
phifters were to draw the Calvinifts into their 
party, but pretending to the faith of Geneva he 
was really a Drift. Had not the Calvinifts been 
blind to conviction, they could have feen it in his 
writings. or in his univerfal connections with the 
impious. For this empty and vain man aimed at 
every thing. From a Clerk he became Comp- 
troller-General ; next a protecting Sophifter, and 
hence concluded he was a divine. He publilhed his 
ideas on Religious Opinions, and this work was 
nothing leis than Deifm, and that is not judging 
feverely a work, which does not look upon the ex- 
iftence of God as proved ; for what can the reli- 
gion of that man be, who doubts of the exiftence 
of a God ? This work obtained for its author an 
academic crown, as being the beft production of 
the day j that is to lay, that could infinuatc the 
moft .impiety the leaft perceived. 

After what has been feid of the minifter Briennwi 
Briennes, the intimate friend of D’Alembert, 
after die wickednris of this man has been fo pub- 
lic, I fhould not mention him had I not to dif- 
cover a plot, the like of which hiftory would 
blufh to fhow, and none but the annals of the 
modem Sophifters could produce. Under the 
name of (EconomiftS, the confpirators held fecret 
meetings (which later we fhall lay open to the 
public), and impatiendy waited the death of Mr. 

Vol. I. S dc 
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de Beaumont, Archbifhop of Paris, to give him a 
fucceffor, who entering into their views, and. 
Under the pretext of humanity, kindnefs and tole- 
ration, was as patiently to endure with Philofo- 
phifin, Janfenifm and all other feds, as Mr. de 
Beaumont had ftrenuoudy oppofed therm He 
was to be particularly indulgent as to the dif- 
cipline of the parilh clergy, even to let it 
decay in a few years. On tenets he was t6 be 
equally patient. He was to reprefs the zeal of . 
thofe who appeared too aftive ; to interdift them, 
even to difplace them aS^ men too ardent or even 
turbulent. He was carefully to receive all accu- 
lations of this fort, and replace the over- zealous 
by men whom the Sophifters had prepared and 
would recommend, particularly for dignitaries. 
By this plan the parifh churches, as yet admini* 
ftered by a moft edifying clergy* were foon to be 
overrun by the mpft fcandalous. Sefmons and 
catechiftical lcftures becoming daily lefs fre- 
quent ; in fine, all inftru&ions running in the phi- 
lofophic ftrain, bad books daily multiplying ; the 
people feeing in their parilhes none but a clergy 
fcandalous in their morals, and little zealous in 
their doftrine, were naturally to abandon the 
churches and their religion. The apoftacy of the 
capital was to carry with it that of the moft efien- 
tial diocefe ; and hence the evil was to fpread for 
around. Thus without violence, without bang J*r- 

ceived t 
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eeived, by the foie connivance of its chief paftor, 
religion was to be crulhed in the capital; not but 
what Briennes might have given fomc exterior 
figns of seal, had the circumftances required 
Nothing but the ambition of a Briennes, and the 
wickednefs of his heart; could have made him ac- 
cept the archbilhopric on fuch conditions. The 
agreement made, the Sophifters put all their agents 
in motion. The court is befet j an artful man, 
of the name of Vermon, who had been made 
reader to the queen by Choifcul, on the recom- 
mendation of Briennes, feized on this opportunity 
to make fome return to his protestor. The 
queen recommended the prote&or of Vermon, 
and fhe thought (he was doing well ; the king 
thought he did ftiH better in nominating the man, 
whofe moderation, whofe prudence and whofe 
genius, were fo perpetual a topic, to the Arch- 
bifhopric • of Paris : and during one day Briennes 
Was really named. But no fooner was it known 
either at court or in Paris, than every Chriftian 
fhuddered at the news. The king’s aunts and the 
Princels de Marfan in particular, immediately 
forelaw the fcandal with which France was 
threatened, and the king prevailed upon by their 
prayers, annulled what he had already done. The 
archbifhopric was given to a man whole modelly, 

* See hereafter the declaration of Mr. le Roi; 
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zeal and impartiality, would form the ftrongeft 
contrail, with the vices of Briennes.- Unfortu- 
nately for France neither the king nor particularly 
the queen were fufficiently convinced, to lofe all 
confidence in the pretended virtues of this man, 
nor did the confpirators lay all hopes afide of 
hereafter railing him to a more exalted ftation. 

Like to the thunder-bolt hidden in the clouds, 
/ blackened by the tempeft and waiting the convul- 
fion of the heavens to break forth, fo did Brien- 
nes, from the dark cloud which threatened France, 
convulfed during the fitting of the Notables, 
called by Calonne, burft forth prime minifter. 
To Ihow his fubfcrviency to the Sophifters, he 
began by that famous edi£t which Voltaire had 
folicited twenty years before nn behalf of the 
Huguenots, though he had looked upon them as 
mad and raving mad * j by that edift fo long wiihed 
for by D’Alembert, as a means of duping the 
Proteftants and of crujbing Chriftianity, without 
its even being perceived f . Offspring of the tem- 
pell, he is at length overpowered by thofe billows 
which carried Necker to the helm, and which. 
Necker holds folely to immerfe his king, - the 
nobility and the clergy into that fea of impious 
fophiliry and frantic rage, which the confpirators 

* Letter to Marmontel, 21ft Auguft 1767. ' 
f Letter 4th of May 1762. 

had 
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had created.— Briennes died covered with infamy, 
but without remorfe or giving figns of repentance. 

By the fame intrigue that had carried Briennes Lamoig- 
to the prime miniftry, Lamoignon, whofe anceftors n0B * 
had been an ornamejit to the magiftracy, obtained 
the feals. He was notorioufly like many other 
courtiers, an unbeliever, but he was alfo one of 
the conlpirators. His name is to be found in 
their moft lecret committees. On his difgrace 
which loon followed that of Briennes, he pbilojo* 
pbically fhot himfelf. — Two fuch men at the head 
of the miniftry ! what means had they not, of 
countenancing and forwarding the Antichriftian 
Confpiracy ! 

Pofterity will find it difficult to conceive that 
' a monarch fb religious as Lewis XVI. ihould have up- 
been furrounded by fuch a fet of impious mini- nifteri? 1 * 
fters. Their furprife will be much leflened, when 
they confider that the conlpirators aimed moftly 
at the higher orders of fociety, and that they 
wiflied to deftroy religion in thole chiefly who 
approached the perfon of the monarch*. To 
the paffions of this privileged clafs, let the facility 
of fatisfyiVig them be added, and we fhall eafily 
conceive with what facility Voltaire could attack 
a religion which lb much militated againft thole 
paflions. Without doubt, eminent virtues and 

• Voltaire to Diderot, 25th December 1762, to D’Alem- 
bert and Damilaville. 
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Due 

D’Ufez. 


Other 
great per- 
lonages. 


(peaks of Choifeul. “ I have the greateft obli- 
“ gations to him. It is to him alone that I owe 

all the privileges I have on my eftate. Every 
“ favor that I have afked for my friends he has 
<( granted , 

Some of thele protectors alfo aimed at being 
authors, and without Voltaire’s talents (ought to 
iplpire the people with the fame principles. Of 
this number was the Duke D’Ufez who, to verify 
the exprellion of Voltaire that he was ftrongdf in 
mind than in body, had undertaken a work in 
favor of liberty and equality applied to our belief 
in matters of faith, without confulting either 
church or paftor. Voltaire only wilhed to fee it 
finilhed to declare the work as ufeful to fociety 
as it. was to the duke himfelf f. This work never 
appeared, fo we know not how to clafs the genius 
of the noble divine. 

In Voltaire’s letters we find many other great 
perfonages who (Well the lift of adepts and pro^ 
tectors, many names already famous in hiftory ; 
fuch was the defeendant of a Crillon or a Prince 
of Salme , both worthy of better days according 
to Voltaire j but let not the reader miftake them, 
for the age of the Bayards and of thofe bold 
knights of former times; no, it is of an age worthy 
of their modefiy and their pbilofofbic fcience. We 


* Letter no, anno 1762. 
f Voltaire to the Due D’Ufez, 19th Nov. 1760, 
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lee Voltaire placing all his hopes in the prince of 
Ligne for the propagation of his fophifticated 
fcience throughout Brabant; and the Duke of 
Braganza, is as much extolled for the fimQarity of 
his fentiments. 

Among the MarquifTes, Counts and Chevaliers, 
we find the Marquis D’Argence de Derac, a bri- 
gadeer-general, zealous in the deftrudlion of Chrif- 
tianity in the province of Angoumois, and modern- 
izing hi s fellow-countrymen, with his philofophic 
ideas. — The Marquis de Rochefort, Colonel of a 
regiment, who through his philoiophifm had 
gained the friendfhip of Voltaire and D’Alembert. 
--The Chevalier Chattellux bold but more adroit 
in the war againft Chriftianity. In fine, were we 
■ to credit Voltaire, nearly all thofe whom he was 
acquainted with in this clafs, were what he ftyles 
honeft men in a letter to Hclvetius in 1763. 
“ Believe me, he writes, that Europe is full of 
“ men of reafon, who are opening their eyes to 
« the light. Truly the number is prodigious. 
“ I have not feen for thefe ten years pall a Jingle 
** bonejl man of whatever country or religion he 
“ may have been, but vtbat abjolutely thought at 
“ you do." It is probable, and it is to be hoped 
that Voltaire greatly exaggerated his fuccels. It 
would be impofiible to conceive, that of the num- 
bers of the nobility who went to contemplate the 
Grand Lama of the Sophifters at Ferney, the 

greateft 
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Cotmt 

D’Ar- 

genttl. 


greateft part were not attracted by curiofity, rather 
than impiety. The fureft rule by which we may 
diftinguifti die true adepts, is by the confidence 
he placed in them, or whether he lent them the 
productions of his own pen or thofe of other 
confpirators. At that rate even the lift would 
gready extend. Many duchefies and marchionefles 
would be fpund, as philofophic as Sifter Guille- 
metta. But let them be forgotten thofe adepts 
more dupes than wicked, more unfortunate are 
they ftill, if they are above being pitie^. 

Of thefe proteCtors, the Count D’Argental hono- 
rary counfellor of the parliament, is to 1 be parti- 
cularly diftinguilhed. Nearly of the fame age as 
Voltaire, he always had been his bofom friend. 
AH that Mr. de la Harpe fays of the amiability of 
this Count, may be true, but however amiable, it 
will alfo be true to fay, that both the Count and 
Countefs D’Argental were the dupes of their ad- 
miration and friendfhip for Voltaire. He corre- 
fponds as regularly with thefe two adepts as he did 
with D’Alembert, and as confidently exhorts them 
to crulh the wretch. He ftyles them His two an- 
gels. He employed the Count as general agent 
for all higher protections, that he might ftand in 
need of, and few agents were more devoted or 
more faithful, that is to fay more impious *. 

* See General Correfpondence. 
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A name of greater importance, and that is not to Dae^de I* 
be overlooked among the protecting adepts, is that f 0U cault. 
of the Due de la Rochefoucault. To him who 
knows how much the Duke mult have been mif- 
taken in his own wit, it will be matter of little fur- 
prife to fee him fo feldom mentioned in Voltaire’s 
correfpondence ; but faCts fupply the place of 
written proofs. The Duke had been weak enough 
to allow himielf to be perfuaded, that impiety and 
Philofophifm could alone give him a reputation. 

He protected the Sophifters, and even penfioned 
Condorcet. It would have been happy for him 
had he not waited for the murderers font by Con- 
dorcct himfelf, to learn what were the real prin- 
ciples of this Philofophifm. 

In foreign courts, many great perfonages 
thought to foar above the vulgar, by this fame So- 
phiftry. Voltaire could not fufficiently admire the 
real of Prince Gallitzin, in dedicating the moll 
impious of Helvetius’s works to the Emprels of 
RuQia *. He was ft ill more delighted with Count 
Schoywallow, the powerful protector of the So- 
phifters at that Court, and with all thofe, by whole 
intrigues D’Alembert had been nominated for the 
education of the heir to the Imperial diadem. 

In Sweden, whence the Chamberlain Jennings, 
tinder the aulpices of the King and Queen, had 
gone to announce to the patriarch of Fernefy, the 

• Let. 1 17, to D’Alembert. 
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great progrefs of Philofophifm in that country *, an 
a^lept was to be found far more extolled by the con- 
fpirators. This was the Count de Creutz, am- 
bafTador in France, and afterwards in Spain. He 
had fo well blended his embafly with the apoftle- 
fhip of impiety, that Voltaire, enraptured, was in- 
confolable at his departure from Paris. He writes 
to Madame Geofrin, " Had there been an Em- 
peror Julian on earth, the Count de Creutz 
“ ihould have been fent on embafly to him, and 
“ not to a country where Auto-da-fe’s are made, 
“ The fenate of Sweden muft have been mad, 
, “ not to have left fuch a man in France j he would 
" have been of ufe there, and it is impoflible 
" that he (hould do any good in Spain j-.” 

But this Spain, fo much defpijpd by Voltaire, 
could produce a D’Aranda, whom he flyles the 
Favorite of Pbilo/ophy> and who daily went to fti- 
mulate his zeal, in the company of D’Alembert, 
Marmontelle, and Mademoifelle D’Efpinafe, whole 
club nearly equalled the French Academy. 

Other dukes and grandees were to be found in 
Spain, equally admiring the French Sophiftry. In 
particular the Marquis de Mora and the Duk? of 
Villa Hermofa J. In this fame country, fo much 
defpifed by the Sophifters, we find D’Alembert 
diflinguifhing the Duke of Alba. It is of hint 

* Let. to D’Alembert, 19th Jan. 1769.' 
f 2 1 ft May, 1764. J Let, of Voltaire, ill May 1768. 

that 
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that he writes to Voltaire, ** One of the firft 
cf grandees of Spain, a man of great wit, and the 
“ lame perfon who was ambalTador in France, under 
“ the name of Duke of Huefcar, has juft fent me 
“ twenty guineas towards your ftatue condemned, 
“ he fays, lecretly to cultivate my reafon, I joy- 
“ folly feize this opportunity of publicly teftifying 
“ my gratitude to the great man, who firft pointed 
“ out the road for me 

It was at the light of lb numerous a lift of dis- 
ciples, that Voltaire exclaimed, “ Vidtory declares 
“ for us on all lides j I do allure you that in a little 
“ time, nothing but the rabble will follow the ftan- 
" dard of our enemies f He did not fufficiently 
dive into futurity, or he would have feen that 
rabble milled one day by the fame principles, 
and facrificing its mafters on the very altar they 
had raifed to impiety. 

As to D’Alembert, he could not contain him- 
fclf, when informed of the numerous admirers that 
flocked to Ferney. “ What the devil, would he 
<c write, forty guefts at table, of whom two maf* 
** ters of requefts and a counfellor of the grand 
** chamber, without counting the Duke of Villars 
“ and company J.” Dining at Voltaire’s, to be 
fore, is not an abfolute proof of the philofophifm 
of the gueft, but it (hews, generally, men who ad- 

• Let. 108, anno 1773. 

t Let. to Damilaville. { Let. 76, anno 1760. 
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mired the chief of that impiety, which was one day 
to be their ruin. 

It was not by chance that D’Alembert mentions 
the counfellor of the grand chamber. He was 
fully aware of what importance it was for the con- 
fpirators, to have prote&ors, or even admirers, in 
the higher orders of the magiftracy. Voltaire was 
of the fame opinion when he writes, ** Luckily 
“ during thefe ten years paft, that parliament (of 
* l Thouloufe) has beep recruited by young men 
** of great wit, who have read, and who think liko 
* c you This letter alone denotes how much 
the tribunals were relaxed, for many years pre- 
ceding the revolution. They were vetted with all 
the authority neceffary for flopping the circulation 
of thefe impious and feditious works, and of taking 
cognizance of their authors, but they had fo much 
negledted it, that in the latter times, a decree of 
the parliament was a means of enhancing the price, 
and extending the circulation of a work. 

Voltaire, notwithftanding the nunrjerous con- 
quefts made in thefe temples ofjuftice, often com- 
plains of fome of thofc refpeftable corps, as ftill 
containing magittrates who loved religion. But in 
return he extols the philofophic zeal of thofe of 
the South. “ There (he writes to D’Alembert) 
“ you go from a Mr. Ducbe to a Mr . de CaftiUon , 

* Let. 11, anno 1769, 

“ Grenoble 
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*' Grenoble can boaft of a Mr. Serve*. It is im- 
“ poflible that reafon and toleration Ihoukl not 
«* make the greateftprogrefe under fuch mailers *.’* 
This hope was the better founded, as thele three 
magiftates, here named by Voltaire, are precilely 
thofe, who by their functions of attorney or foli- 
citor generals, were obliged to oppofe the progrels 
of that reafon x fynonimous with impiety in the 
mouth of Voltaire ; and to uphold the power of 
the law againft thofe daily productions and their 
authors. 

Mr. de laChjdotaix is of all others, the- folic itor 
general who feems to have been in the doled in* 
dmacy with Voltaire. It is id their correfpon- 
dence, that we fee how much the confpirators were 
indebted and how grateful they were to him, on 
account of his zeal againft the Jefuits, and how 
much the deftru&ion of that order, was blended 
with that of all other religious, in their plans for 
the total overthrow of all ecdeliaftical autho- 
rity f. 

But in fpite of all this Philofophifm, which had 
crept into the body of the magiftracy^, we meet 
with men venerable, and whole virtues were the 
ornament of the higheft tribunals ; particularly the 
grand chamber of the parliament of Paris, ap- 

• Let. of the 5th Nor. 1770. 

f See their correfpondence, particularly Voltaire's letter 
to Mr. Chalotauc, 17th May 176a. 
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peared lo oppofite to his impiety, that he delpairetf 
of ever philofophlzing it. He even does it the 
honor bf ranking it with that populace and tbofe 
ajfemblies of the clergy , that he defpaired of ever 
rendering reafonable , or rather impious *. 1 

There even was a time, when he exprefles his 
indignation to Helvetius in the following terms. 
« I believe that the French , are defcended from 
« the centaurs, who were half men and half pack - 
«« borfes. Thefe two halves have been feparated, 
11 and there remained, men like you and feme others , 
«« alfo horfes, wbo have bought the offices of coun~ 
“ fellor (in parliament), or who have made 
«« themfelves doctors of Sorbonne f.” 

It is an agreeable duty I fulfil, when I Ihow 
proof of this fpite of the Sophifters againft the 
firft corps of the French magiftracy. It is certain 
that at the time of the revolution, many magi* 
ftrates were yet to be found, who better informed 
of the intrigues of the Sophifters, would willingly 
have given greater vigour to the laws for the fup- 
port of religion. But impiety had intruded even 
into the grand chamber. Terrey, as yet only 
known as a wicked minifter, is not fufficiently lb 
as a Sophifter. 

Trait of Whatever may be the blacknels of many fa£b 
the Abbe mentioned in thefe memoirs, few are of a deeper 
Terrey. ^ uc t } ian the following one. 

• Let. to D'Alembert, 13th Dec. 1763. f July zzd, 1761, 

The 
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The bookfeller Le Jay, was publicly felling one 
of thole works, the impiety of which ibmetimes 
commanded the attention of the parliament. 
That fold by Le Jay was ordered to be publicly 
burnt and the author and fellers to be profecuted. 
Tcrrey offered himfclf to make the neceflary per- 
quifitions, and was to report to parliament. He 
ordered Le Jay before him, and I will lay before 
the reader the very words 1 heard the bookfeller 
make ufe of, when he gave an account of what 
had paired 6n the occafion. As to the title of the 
work, I am not quite certain whether he men- 
tioned it or not, but 1 perfectly remember what 
follows : — “ Ordered before Mr. Terrey, coun- 
“ fellor in parliament ; I waited on him. He 
(( received me with an air of gravity, fat down on 
“ a couch, and queftioned me as follows '.—Is it 
“ you that fell this work condemned by a decree 
" of the parliament? I anfwered. Yes, my Lord. 
** How can you fell fuch dangerous works ? As 
“ many others are fold.— Have you fold many of 
f< them ? Yes my Lord.— Have you many left ? 
** About fix. hundred copies.— Do you know the 
“ author of this bad work ? Yes, my Lord.— Who 
u is it ? You, my Lord !— How dare you fay fo j 
« how do you know that ? I know it, my Lord, 
*« from the perfon of whom I bought your ma- 
“ nufeript.— Since you know it all i$ over i go, 
?* but be prudent.” 

Voi.. I, T It 
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It may be eafily conceived that this interroga- 
tory was not reported to the parliament, and the 
reader will equally underftaxid what progrefc the 
Andchrihiaa Confpiracy made in a country, where 
its adepts were feated in the very (an&uary of the 
laws. 

* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 


The Clafs. — Of Men of Letters . 

T HE paflions and the facility of gratifying 
them, the yoke of religion once thrown offi 
had given the confpirators great power among the 
higher dalles of fociety j and the empty hopes 
of a reputation brought over to their ftandards all 
thofc who pretended to literary fame. The great 
talents of Voltaire, and a fuccefs perhaps fuperior 
to his talents, proclaimed his fway abfolute, over 
the dais of men of letters. Humbly thofc men 
followed his triumphant car, who above all others 
will proudly flatter themfclvcs with the per- 
fection of their own, ideas. It was only necefiary 
for him to give the falhion. Like to thofc frivo- 
lous nations where the high-flown courtezans, by 
their foie example, can introduce the moft wan- 
ton fafliions in attire, jull fo does the premier 
chief. Scarce had he fhown his bias towards im- 
piety, when the men of letters would all be im- 
pious. 

From that cloud of writers and adepts, a mah Roufleau. 
fhone forth who might have difputed with him the 
palm of genius; and who, for celebrity, needed 
not to refort to impiety. This was Jean Jaques 

T 2 Roufleau, 
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Roufleau. That famous citizen of Geneva, fub- 
lime when he pleafes in his profe, rivalling 
Milton or Corneille in his poetry, could have ri- 
valled Bofluet under the banners of Chriftianity. 
Unfortunately for his glory, he wis known to 
D’Alembert, Diderot and Voltaire, and for a time 
he leagued with them, and fought like them, the 
means of crufhing Chrift and his religion. In this 
fynagogue of impiety, as in that of the Jews, teftU 
monies did npt agree ; divifiotis enfued, but though 
feparated, their attacks were bent againft Chrifti- 
anity. This is to be feen in a letter from Voltaire 
to D’Alembert, where he fays, w What a pity it 
i* is that Jean Jaques, Diderot, Helvetius and 
f* you, with other men of your ftamp, ihould not 
have been unanimous in your attacks on the 
“ wretch. My greateft grief is, to fee the im- 
poftors united, and the friends of truth di- 
** vided*.” 

When Rouflcau fcceded from the Sophifters, ho 
did not by that forfake either his own or their er- 
rors } he feparately carried on the war. The ad 7 
miration of the adepts was divided. In either 
ichool, impifty had only varied its weapons, nor 
were opinions more conftant or lefs impious. 

Voltaire was the moft a&ive, but rigor was 
given to Jean Jaques. With the ftrength of Her- 
cules he alio partook of his delirium. Voltaire 

* No. 15 6, anno 1756, 

laughed 
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laughed at contradiction, and his pen flew with 
every wind. Jcdn Jaques would inlift on the pa- 
radoxes foflered in his brain, and brandifhing his 
Club ori high, he would equally ftrike at truth or 
falfehood. The former was the vane of opinion, 
the latter the Proteus of Sophiftry. Both equally 
diftant from the fchools of wifdom, both wilhed to 
lay the foundations and ftrft principles of philofo^ 
phy 4 

T he pro arid con was equally adopted by them, 
and both found themlelves condemned to the moft 
humiliating inconftancy. Voltaire, uncertain as td 
the exiftence of a God, or of a future ftate, ap- 
plies to Sophifters bewildered like himfelf, and 
remains perplexed. Jean Jaques, as yet a mere 
youth, fays to himfelf, «« I am going to throw 
“ this ftone againft that tree oppofite to me : If 
“ I hit, a fign of falvation , if I mifs, a fign of 
" damnation.” Jean Jaques hits, and heaved is 
-his lot. This proof fufliced for the philofo- 
pher long after his youthful days j and he was fas 
advanced in years when he fays, " Ever after that 
** 1 never doubted of my falvation *'* 

Voltaire one day believed he could demons 
ftrate the exiftence of the Author of the Univerfe j 
he theh believed in an all-powerful God, who re- 
munerated virtue f. The day after, the whole of 

• His Confeffion*, book 6th. 
f Voltaire on AtheiGn. 

Tj this 
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this dcmonftration is dwindled into probabilities 
and doubts, which it would be the fiimmit of 
ridicule to pretend to folve *. 

The fame truth is one day evident to Jean 
Jaques, nor does he doubt of it after having de- 
monftratedit himfelf. He beheld the Deity all 
around him, with him, and throughout nature on 
that day, when he exclaimed, <c 1 am certain that 
“ God exifts of himfelf f.” But the day following, 
the dcmonftration was forgotten, and he writes to 
Voltaire, “ Frankly I confefs that (on the exiftence 
“ of God), neither the pro nor the con appears to 
“ me demonftrated With Jean Jaques as with 
Voltaire, Ubeijm and Athcifm could only found their 
doftrine on probabilities And they both believed 
in one only principle or Jolt Mover g. But at 
another time they could not deny but what there 
were two principles or two caufes §. 

Voltaire, after having written that Atheifm 
would people the earth with robbers, villains and 

* Voltaire on Atheifm ; and on the Soul by Suranus. 

f The Emile and Let. to the Archbifhop of Paris. 

X Letter to Voltaire, vol. I2 1 Quarto edit, of Geneva. 

D Voltaire on the Principle of A&ion. — Jean Jaques in 
the Emile, vol. 3, page 115, and Letter to the Archbifhop 
of Paris, 

§ Voltaire, Queft. Encyclop. vol. 9. — Jean Jaques, 
Emile, vol. 3, page 61, and Let. to the Archb&opof Paris. 
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monfters •> would acquit Atheifiri in Spinola, and 
even allow of it in a Philofopher f, and profeffed it 
himlelf when he writes to D'Alembert, " I know 
** of none but Spinofa who has argued well J.” 
That is to fay, 1 know of no true philofopher but 
he to whom all matter and this world is the foie 
God ; and after having tried every left, he ends 
by prefling D'Alembert to unite all parties in the 
war againft Chrfft. Jean Jaques had written that 
the Atheifts deferred punifliment ; that they were 
dtfturbers ef the public peace, and as fuch guilty of 
death |, Then thinking he had fulfilled Vol-* 
taire’s wilh, writes to the minifter Vernier, “ I 
** declare that my foie objeft in the New Eloifa, 
“ was to unite the two oppofite parties (the 
u Deifts and Atheifts), by a reciprocal efteem for 
«« each other, and to teach the philofophers that 
**. one may believe in God without being a hypo- 
“ crite, or deny him without being a rafeal 
And this lame man writes to Voltaire, that an 
Atheift cannot be guilty before God* That (hould 
the law find the Atheift guilty of death, it 
was the denounciator who ihould be burned as 
luch **. 

\ 

• On AtHeifm. f Axiom 3. 

t Letter toD’Aletobert, 16th June, 1773. 

U Emile, vol. 4, page 63 . Contra#, chap. 3 . 

§ Letter to Mr. Vernier. 

** Letters to Voltaire, vol. 12, and New Eloifa. 
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Voltaire would blalpheme the law of Chrift, 
retract, receive the facrament, and prefs the con- 
fpirators to crulh the wretch ! Jean Jaques would 
lay afide Chriftianity, or refume it again, and with 
Calvin will partake of the Laft Supper * ; will write 
the moft fublime encomiums on Chrift that human 
eloquence could devife, and then finilh by blaf- 
pheming that lame Chrift as a fanatic f. If the 
Antichriftian Revolution was one day to carry 
Voltaire triumphantly to the Pantheon, Roufteau 
had the fame rights to the inauguration of the So- 
phifters of Impiety. We (hall fee him gain far 
other claims on the Sophifters of rebellion. If 
the former fecretly folicits kings to fubferibe to 
his ftatue, the latter openly writes that at Sparta 
one would have been erected to him. 


• D’Alembert writes to Voltaire, in fpeaking of Roufleau, 
** I pity him, and if his happinefs depends on his approach- 
« ing the Holy Table, and in calling holy a religion which 
«« he has fo much vilified, I own that my efteem is greatly 
« diminilhed.” (Let. 105, anno 1762). He might have 
laid as much of Voltaire’s communions, but he never dared. 
He even feeks to give him a plea for his hypocrify, when he 
fays, “ Perhaps I am in the wrong, for certainly you are 
*• better acquainted than I am, with the reafons that deter- 
«« mined you.” He does not mention his efteem being 
diminilhed; on the contrary, Voltaire is always his dtar 
and ilht/frituj maJUr ! Letter 31ft May, 1768. 

f His Confefiion and Profeffions of the Savoyard Vicar. 

With 
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With lb fimilar a conduit, each of thefe chief 
had his diftin&ive charalteriftics. Voltaire hated 
the God of the Chriftians. Jean Jaques admired 
but blafphemed him, and pride wrought in the 
latter, all that jealoufy and hatred produced in the 
former j and it will long be a doubt which has been 
molt fatal to Chriftianity, the one by his atrocious 
farcafms and impious fatire, the other by his fo- 
phiftry under the cloak of reafon. 

After their reparation, Voltaire hated Jean 
Jaques, fcoffed at him, and would have him 
chained as a madman *. But he coyld not hide 
his joy, when the Profcffion of Faith of the Sa- 
voyard Vicar, written by this madman, was the 
book out of which youth were taught to read f. 
Jean Jaques would at the fame time deteft the 
chiefs of the confpirators, expofe them and be 
hated by them : he would preferve their principles, 
court their friendlhip and efteem anew, and that 
of the premier chief in particular J. 

If to define the Sophifter of Femey was a dif- 
ficult talk, is it not equally fo, to paint the citizen 
of Geneva ? Jean Jaques loved the fciences and is 
crowned by thofe who reviled them ; he wrote againft 
the theatre and compofed operas; he fought friends 

• Letter to Damilaville, 8th May 1761, and War of 
Geneva. 

f Letter to the Count D’Argental, 26th Sept. 1766. 

t See hi* letter*, and the Life of Seneca by Diderot. 

and 
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and is famous for his breaches of friendftiip. He 
extols the charms of virtue, and he bends the knee 
before the proftitute de Varens. *He declares 
himfelf the mod virtuous of men and under the 
modeft title of his Confdfions, he retraces in his 
old age the diffolute feenes of his youth. To 
tender mothers he gives the moft pathetic advice 
in nature; and fmothering in himfelf the cries of 
that fame nature, he banifhes his children to that 
hofpital where, from the fhame of its birth, the 
unfortunate babe is condemned to, the perpetual 
ignorance of its parents. The fear /of feeing 
them, makes him inexorable to the entreaties of 
thole who would have provided for their educa- 
tion *. A prodigy of inconfiftency even to his 
laft moments; he wrote againft fuicide, and per- 
haps it is treating him too favorably, not to aflfert 
that he himfelf had prepared the poilon, which 
caufed his death f. 

However inconfiftent, error is inculcated by ' 
the Sophifter of Geneva, with all the powers of 
genius, and many have loft • their faith by his 
works, who would have refilled all other attacks. 
To be cradled in one’s paflions, gave empire to 
Voltaire; but to refift Jean Jaques the acuteft 
fophifms were to be feen through: youth was led 
away by the former, whilft thofe who were ad- 

• See his Confeffion*. 

f See his life by the Count Barruel de Beaurert. 
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vanccd in age fell a viftim to the latter, and a 
prodigious number of adepts owed their fall to 
thele two writers. 

Indignantly would the manes of BufFon lee Buffou. 
his name claffed, after that of Jean Jaques, among 
the confpiring adepts. But difficult would it be 
for the hiftorian, when fpeaking of thofe who have 
adopted the falhion let by Voltaire, not to figh at 
pronouncing the name of the French Pliny. He 
certainly was rather the viftim than the affociace 
of the confpirators. But who can erafe Philofo- 
phifm from his writings ? Nature had lent Jjer genius 
and why would he not content himfelf with what 
flie had placed before him. No, he would afeend 
higher, he would explain thofe myfteries refrrved 
to revelation alonej and lbaring above his fphere, 
he often (hows himfelf the difciple of Maillet and 
Boulanger. To give the hiftory of nature, he 
deftroys that of religion. He was the hero of * 
thole men whom D’Alembert had fent to fplit 
mountains and feek from the depths of the earth, 
arguments to belie Mofes and the firft pages of 
holy writ. In the praifes of the Sophifters he 
confoles himfelf for the cenfures of the Sorbonne} 
but the punilhment attached to the fault itfelfj 
for he only belied his own reputation on his know- 
ledge of the laws of nature. They appeared to 
be null when he treated of the earth formed by 
the waters, or by fire, and of his endlefs epochs. 

And 
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And to falfify the fcripturcs, he makes nature a§ 
inconfiftent as his own fyftems. His ftyk elegant 
and noble has always been admired, but found 
inefficient to lave his works from the fmile of* 
the real philofopher; and his glory, like his 
comet, vanilhed in his dreams of incredulity. 
Happy, if in retracing his errors, he had been able 
to deftroy that .fpiric of refearch in the adepts 
who only ftudied nature through the medium of 
Voltaire * 

After thefe two men fo juftly diftinguilhed by 
the grandeur of their ftyle, the remaining adepts 
chiefly owe their celebrity to their impiety ; never- 
thelefs two might have done honor to fcience by 
Freret. their learning. The firft, which is Freret, had 
from his immenfe memory nearly learned Bayle’s 
Dictionary by heart. But his letters to Thrafy- 
bulus, the offspring of his Atheifm, Ihows that 
his vaft memory was more than outweighed by 
his want of judgment. 

* D’Alembert and Voltaire ridiculed all thole vain fyftems 
of Bailly and Buffon on the antiquity of the world and of its 
inhabitants. They would call thefe fyftems, Nonfenfe, Fellies, 
sot Exeu/t for tbs •want of Genius, Shallow Ideas, Fain and ridi- 
culous Quackery (Letter to Voltaire, 6 th Mareh 1777); but 
D’Alembert took care to keep his opinions fecret on this 
fubjedt. By diferediting thefe fyftems he feared left he (hould 
difeourage thofe adepts whom he had fent to forge new ones 
in the Appenines, in order to give the lie to Mofes and the 
{acred writ. 

The 
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The fecond was Boulanger, whofe brain over- 
burdened with Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Syriac and 8 er » 
Arabic, had alfo adopted all the extravagancies 
of Atheifm ; but retrafted in the latter part of his 
Kfe, execrating the feft that had milled him. We 
(hall foon lee that all thofe pofthumous works at- 
tributed to thefe writers, were never written by 
diem. 

Fain would the Marquis D’Argens have figured 
among the learned Sophifters j but his Cbine/e and D’A^ea* 
CabaUJHc Letters , and his Pbtlc/opby of Good Sen/e, 
only prove, that to Bayle’s Didtionary he was in- 
debted for his pretended reputation. He was a 
long while a friend of Frederick’s, and his impiety 
entitled him to that friendihip. It is from his 
brother, the Prefident D'Eguille, that we have 
learned, that after feveral difcufiions on religion, 
with perfons better verfed in that lcience than 
Frederick, he fubmitted to the light of the Gofpel, 
and ardently wilhed to do ^ t itfaftion for his paft . 
incredulity. 

As to La Metric the doftor, if he appeared to l* ^ 
rave, it was only from the fincerity of his heart. trie* 

His man-machine , or his man-plant , only caufed the 
left to blulh from the open manner in which he 
had laid, what many of them wilhed to infinuate. 

Pown to the firft days of the revolution, the Mannon- 
Sophifters confpiring againft their God, thought 
they could glory in the talents and co-operation of 

M^rmonjich 
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Marmontel. But let us not add to the forrows of 
the man, who needed only the firft days of the re- 
volution, to fhrink with horror from thofe con- 
fpiracies which had given it birth. Of all the So- 
phifters, who have outlived Voltaire, Mr. de Mar- 
montel is the one who mod wilhed to hide his former 
intimacy with the Antichriftian chiefs. But alas, 
it is to thofe connexions that he owes his celebrity 
far mere than to his Incas , his Belijarius or to his 
T ties, intermingled with Philofophifm. We could 
wifh to hide it, but Voltaire’s own letters conviX 
the repenting adept of having aXed, and that 
during a long time, a very different part among 
the confpirators. Voltaire was fo well convinced 
of Mr. de Marmontel’s zeal, that thinking himfolf 
on the point of death, he bequeathed La Harpe to 
him. This laft will is worded thus, “ I recom- 
“ mend La Harpe to you, when I am no more * 
« be will be one of the pillars of our church. You 
« muft have him received of the academy. After 
« having gained fo many prizes, it is but juft that 
« he fhould beftow them in his turn 
LaHarpe. With a tafte for literature, and fome talents, 
which in fpite of his critics, diftinguifh him above 
the common rank of the writers of the day, Mr. 
de la Harpe might have rendered his works uiefui 
had he not, from his youth, been the fpoilt child 

• Voltaire to Marmontel, 21ft Aug. 1767. 

Of 
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of Voltaire. At that age, it is eafy to believe 
one’s felf a philofopher, when one dilbelieves one's 
catechifm, and the young La Harpe blindly fol- 
lowed the inftru&ions of his mafter. If he never 
was the pillar, he might be corre&ly ftyled the 
trumpeter of the new church, by means of the 
Mercure , a famous French journal, which by its 
encomiums, or its weekly driticifms, nearly decided 
the fete of all literary productions *. 

The encomiums which Vokaire lavifhed on that 
journal, after La Harpe had undertaken the direc- 
tion of it, Ihow how little governments are aware 
of the influence of fuch journals over the public 
opinion. Above ten thoufand people fubferibed, 
and many more perufed the Mercure ; and in- 
fluenced by its fuggeftions, they by degrees be- 
came as philofophic, or rather impious, as the 
hebdomadary Sophifter himfelf. The confpirators 
few what advantvge could be reaped from this li- 


* We learn, by the public newfpapers, that Mr. de U 
Harpe was converted, when in prifon, by the Biihop of St, 
Brieux. I ihould be little furprifed at it. The examples of 
this prelate, with the fruits of Philofophifkn in this revolution, 
•raft ftrongly imprefs the man who, with a found judgment, 
can compare them with the leifons and promifes of his former 
matters. If the news of this converfion be true, I Hull have 
Blown him confecradng his talents to error, and nobody will* 
applhud him more than myfelf, in feeihg him dirett them in 
future towards truth alone. 

« ' 

terary 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



&88 


THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 


tcrary dominion. La Harpe ruled the fceptre 
during many years, then Marmontel jointly with 
Champfort, as Remi who was little better, had 
held it before them. I one day afked the latter, 
how it was poflible, that he had inferted in his 
journal, one of the wickedeft and falfeft accounts 
poflible, of a work purely literary, and of which I 
had heard him fpeak in the higheft terms. He 
anfwered me, that the article alluded to had been 
written by a friend of D’Alembert’s, and that he 
owed his journal, his fortune even to D’Alembert’s 
proteftion. The injured author wilhcd to publilh 
his defence in the fame journal, but it was all in 
vain. — Let the reader judge from thence how 
powerfully the periodical papers contributed to 
the defigns of the conlpirators, and it was by them 
that the public mind was chiefly directed to their 
defired objedt. 

This ft (ft dilpofed of reputations by their praifes 
or their critics, as it belt fuited them. By thefe 
journals they reaped the two-fold advantage of 
pointing out to thofe writers, who hungered after 
glory or bread *, what fubjedts they were to in- 

veftigate ; 

/ 

• The Sophiftcrs were fo well acquainted with the powers 
pf a journal, that they muttered up their higheft protections 
Ugajnft the religious authors who would difpute one witi| 
them. When Voltaire was informed that Mr. Clement was 
to fucceed to Mr. Frnon, whofe pen ha4 long been confe- 

erated 
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vcftigate, and of calling by means of their litera- 
ry trump, the attention of the public only on thofe 
works, which the feCt wifhed to circulate, or had 
nothing to fear from. 

By fuch artifices, the La Harpes of the day for- 
warded the confpiracy as much if not more, than 
.the moll aCtive of the Sophifters, or their mod 
impious writers. The fophiftical author would 
mingle or condenfe his poifon in his productions, 
whilft the journalift adept would proclaim it, and 
infufo it throughout the capital, or into all parts of 
the empire. The man, who would have remained 
ignorant of the very exigence of an impious or a 
feditious work, the man, who would have neither 
fpent his time nor his moftey, on fuch productions, 
imbibed the whola of their poifon from the per- 
fidious extradts made by the fophiftical jour- 
nalift. 

Above all the adepts, far more than Voltaire Condor- 
himfelf, did a fiend called Condorcet, hate the fon cet * 
of his God. At the very name of the Deity, the 
monfter raged, and it appeared as if he wifhed to . 
revenge on heaven, the heart it had given him. 

Cruel and ungrateful, the ' cool afiaffin of friend- 
fhipand of his benefaCtors, he would willingly have 

crated to the vindicatiorf of truth, he did notblufh at fending 
D’Alembert to the chancellor in hopes of hindering Mr. 

Clement from continuing Freron’s journal. (Let. 12th Feb. 

> 773 )* 

Vol. I. U directed 
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dire&ed the dagger againft his God, as he did 
againft La Rochefoucault. Atheifm was but folly 
in La Metrie, madnels in Diderot, but m Con- 
dorcet, it was the phrenzy of hatred and the off- 
fpring of pride. It was ipipoffible to convince 
Condorcet, that any thing but a fool could believe 
in God. Voltaire, who had feen him when a 
youth, little forefaw what fervices he was to ren- 
der to the confpiracy, even when he wrote, c * My 
** great confolation in dying is, that you fupport 
** the honor of our poor Velches, in which you 
«* will be well feconded by Condorcet * !” 

It could not have been on the talents of 
this man, that the premier reftecl his hopes. 
Condorcet had learned as much geometry as 
D’Alembert could teach him ; but as to the Belles 
Lettres, he was not even of the fecond dafs. His 
ftyle was that of a man who did not know his 
own language, and his writings, like his fophifms, 
required much ftudy to be underftood. But hatred 
did for him what nature has done for others. Per- 
petually plodding at his blafphemies, he at laft 
futceeded in exprefling them more clearly ; for the 
amazing difference which is obfervable between 
his former and his latter works, can only be ex- 
plained after that manner. It is more remarkable in 
his pofthumous work on the human mind, where 

* Let. to D’Alembert, No. ioi, anno 1773. 

' his 
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his pen can hardly be traced, excepting in a few 
pafiages, though his genius haunts every page* 
There he is to be ieen, as during his life time, in 
. his ftudies, in his writings or converfatiori, direct- 
ing every thing towards Atheifm, feeking no other 
objcCt in this work, than to infpire his readers 
with his own frantic hatred againlt his God. 
Long fince had he waited for the downfal of the 
altar, as the only fight his heart could enjoy. He 
beheld it, but was foon to fall himfelf. His end 
was that of the impious man, a vagabond and wan- 
derer, finking under pain mifery and the dread of 
Robefpierre, without acknowledging the hand of 
God, that (truck him by that of the ferocious 
dictator. Alas, if he died as he lived, will not 
the firlt infiants of his conviCtion and repentance 
be thole, when he (hall hear that God, whom he 
blalphemed and denied, confefied by the mouths 
of thofe awful victims of eternal vengeance ! 1 
During his lifetime, fo great was his hatred, 
that adopting error, in order to rid men of that 
fear of an immortal God in heaven, he did not 
hefitate in hoping that his philofophifm would 
one day render men immortal upori earth. To 
belie Mofes and the prophets, he became himfelf 
the prophet of madnefs. Moles had fhown the 
days $f man decreafing unto the age at which God 
had fixed them, and the royal prophet had de- 
clared the days of man to extend from fixty to 

U 2 feventy. 
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feventy, and at the moft to eighty years, after 
which all was trouble and pain. And to the 
oracles of the Holy Ghoft, Condorcet would op- 
pofe his ! When he calculates his philolophic re- 
volution, which begins by dragging lb many to 
their graves, he adds to the creed of his impiety, 
that of his extravagancies ; and without hefitation 
he pronounces that, “ we are to believe that the life 
“ of man muft perpetually encreafe, if phyfical revolu- 
“ tions do not obftruft it. That we are ignorant of 
“ the extreme term, which it is never to exceed. 
“ We do not even kndw, whether nature in its gene - 
“ ral laws has fixed that extreme term!” Thus in 
his pretended Pbilofopbic Sketch of the Progrefs of 
the human Mind*, after having built his entire 
hiftory on the hatred of Chrift, and left no hopes 
to man but in Atheifm, we fee this Sophifter of 
falfehood, fetting up for a prophet, and foreleeing 
all the fruits of his triumphant philofophy. It is 
in the very moment of the overthrow of the altar, 
that he tells us, that henceforth the days of man 
lhall be lengthened, and that in lieu of an eternal 
God in -heaven, man may become immortal on 
earth, as if at the very moment of its triumph, 
Philofophifm, and the pride of the whole feft, were 
to be humbled through the extravagancies of the 
moft impious and deareft of its adepts. A life 

• Epoch toth, page 382. 

- wholly 
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wholly /pent in blafphemy, could never have but 
frenzy for its end. 

This name of Condorcet, will appear again in 
thefe memoirs, and we (hall fee him hating kings 
nearly as much as he did his God. Helvetius, and 
many others before him, had fallen a vi&itn to this 
double hatred, though their hearts feemed capable 
of neither. 

The unfortunate Helvetius, the child of a Helve- 
virtuous father, followed his fteps till beyond «“*• 
his early youth. An exemplary piety had been 
the fruits, of a good education, when he became 
acquainted with Voltaire. He at firft fought him 
as a matter, and his love for poetry had infpired 
him with admiration for him. Such was the origin 
of their intimacy, and never was connexion more 
perfidious. In lieu of poetry, impiety conftitutcd 
Ms ledfcures, and in the fpace of one year, Vol- 
taire transforms his pupil into a more impious and 
determined Atheift than he was himfelf. Hclve- 
tius was rich, and is at once adtor and protedlqr. 
Laying afide the Gofpel, like the generality of the 
Sophiftcrs, who while they pretend to fuperior 
underftanding, in crediting the myfteries of 
Revelation not only believe in all the abfur- 
dities of Atheifm, but are the fport of their own 
puerile credulity in all that can be turned againtt 
religion. Helvetius’s work on the Spirit, and 
which Voltaire calls Matter , is filled with ridicu- 
U 3 culous 
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cuJous ftories, and fables which he gives for truths* 
and which are all beneath criticifm. This is ne* 
verthelefs the work of a man who pretends to re- 
form the univerfe, but who equally dUgufts his 
readers by the licentioufnefs and obfcenity of 
his morals, and by the abfurdity of his mate- 
rialifm. 

Helvetius alfo wrote on Happinefs, buit appears 
himfelf to have been a perfect ftranger to it. In 
fpite of all his philofophy, he was fo tender to the 
beft-founded cenfure, tliat he loft his reft, went a 
travelling, and only returned to brood oyer the 
hatred he had vetoed to kings and the church. Na- 
turally of a good and gentle difpoficion, his work, 
on Afyn and bis Education , proves how much Phi- 
lofophifm had altered that difpofuion. • There he 
gives full licope to the grofleft calumny and abulc, 
and denies daily fails, the molt publicly attefted *. 

I have 

•. I would willingly have acquitted Helvetius of this poft- 
hifmous work, by faying, that it might have been an offspring 
of that feme committee, which had fathered fo many other 
impious, works on the dead. But then Voltaise could not 
have mentioned that work to his brethen at Paris, as one that 
they muft be acquainted with. In three focceflive letters, he 
attribute's it to Helvetius. He cenfures him on hjftory, as we 
have done, and D’Alembert, who could not be ignorant of 
its author, does not undeceive him. The fbame then of thia 
work, mull attach to Helvetius^ This man writes, in a city 
where its archbifhop, and its paftors were remarkable foe 

their 
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I have already fpoken of Raynald ; it is not 
worth our while to cal) Deslisle from the obli- 
vion which both he and his work on the Pbilofopby 
of Nature , have fo long been buried in. Still lefs 
that Robinet and his book of Nature , which 
is only remembered on account of his ftrange ex- 
planations of the intellect by oval fires j of me- 
mory by undulated or Jpiral fibres 5 of will by 
fretted fibres ; pleafure and pain by bundles of Jen- 
fibility , and learning by bumps in the underftanding t 
and a thouland fuch like vagaries, ftill more ridi- 
culous if poffible *. 

I (hall mention Toussaint, as this manlhows 
to what a height Atheifm raged among the confpi- 
rators. He had undertaken the part of the corrup- 
tion of morals. Under the mafk of moderation, 
he fiicceeds by telling youth, that nothing was to 
be feared from love , this paflion only perfeBing them. 
That between man and woman that was a fuffi- 

their care and charity to the poor, that the clergy were fo 
hard-hearted that the poor were never feen to beg an alms of 
them ; and it was in that fame city where the reftors were 
perpetually feen furrounded by, and alleviating the diftrefles 
of thofe fame poor. (See his work on Man, &c.) Such were 
the calumnies Us hatred invented, though- contradifted by 
daily fafts. He might have faid, with more truth, that many 
applied for alms, to eccleiiaftics and religious houfes, when 
they dared not afk them elfewhere. 

* Of Nature, vol. the 1 ft, book 4th, chap. », Sec. Sec. 

+ On Morals, part 2 and 3. 

U 4 cient 
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cient claim on each other without matrimony *. 
S ' bat children are not more beholden to their fathers 
for their birth , than for the champagne they had drunk , 
or the minuet they bad been pleafed to dance f. 
That vengeance being incompatible with God, 
the wicked had nothing to fear from the pu. 
nifhments of another world J. Notwithftanding 
all this dodrine, the confpirators looked upon him 
as a timid adept, becaufe he owned a God in 
heaven, and a foul in man j and to punifh him 
they ftyled him the Capuchin Philofpber. Happily 
for him he took a better way of punilhing them,, 
by abandoning their caufe and recanting from 
his errors 

In vain fhould I name a croud of other writers 
of the fed. Voltaire had fo perfectly brought 
thefe Antichriftian produdions into falhion, that 
this fpecies of literature was the refource and live- 
lihood of thofe miferable fcribblers, who fed upon 
their traffic in blafphemy. Holland in particular, 
that miry bog, where the demon of avarice, en- 
throned under the aufpices of a few bookfellers, 
for a doit would have made over every foul, every 
religion to impiety, was the grand afylum of thefe 
ftarving infidels. Marc Michel appears to have 
been the bookfeller, who bought their blafphemies 

• On Morals, part z and 3. + Ibid, part 3, article 4. 

J. Ibid, part %, fee* 2. 

|| See bis Exportations on the Book of Morals, 

at 
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at the higheft price. He kept in his pay one Lau- 
rent, a monk, who had taken refuge at Amfter- 
dam, and is the author of the portable divinity, 
and lb many other impious works recommended 
by Voltaire, in fhort, of the Compere Matbieu. 
This monk had other co-operators, whom Marc 
Michel paid by the fheet. It is Voltaire himfelf 
who gives us this account, and thefe are the works 
he perpetually recommends the circulation of, as 
thole of a philofbphy which diffufed a new light to 
the univerfe *. 

We (hall foon lee the prefles of the lecret con- 
fraternity vying with thofe of Holland, in the de- 
luging of Europe, with thefe vile productions. 
Their immenfe number brought them into fuch 
repute, that many years before the revolution, 
there was not a petty poet, not a novel writer, but 
mutt needs pay his tribute to the Philofophifm of 
impiety j one would have thought that the whole 
art of writing and of getting readers, confifted in 
epigrams and farcafms againft religion; that all 
fciences, even the moll foreign to religion, had 
equally confpired againft the God of Chrifti- 
anity. 


* Let. to the Count D’Argental, 26th Sept. 1761. To 
D’Alembert, 13th Jan. 1768. To Mr. Delbordes, 4th Apr. 
J 768. . 
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' The hiftory of mankind was transformed into 
the art of diftorting fa<5ts, and of dire&ing them 
againft Chriftianity and Revelation; PhyGes or 
the hiftory of Nature, into anti-Mofaic fyftems. 
Medicine had its atheifm, and Petit taught it at 
the fchools of furgery. La Lande and Dupui im- 
bibed their lectures on aftronomy with it, while 
others introduced it even into grammar; and 
Condorcet, proclaiming this progrefs of Philofo- 
phifm, exults in feeing it dejeend from the northern 
thrones into the univerjities * . The young men walk- 
ing in the footfteps of their matters, carried to the 
bar all thofe principles, which our romancing 
lawyers were to dilplay in the Conftituent Affem- 
bly. On leaving the college, the attorneys 
clerks, or thofe of a counting-houfe, only feemed 
to have learned their letters in order to articulate 
the blafphemies of Voltaire or Jean Jaques. 
Such was the riling generation, who fince the 
expulfion of their former matters, were to be found 
prepared for the grand revolution. Hence arofe 
the Mirabeaux and Briffots, the Caras and Garats, 
the Merciers and Cheniers. Hence in a word, all 
that clafs of French literators, who appear to have 
been univerfally carried away by the torrent of 
the French Revolution. 

i 

* See his artful edition of Pafcal, Advertifement, page 5, 

An 
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An apoftacy fo univcrfal docs not prove that 
literature and fcience are prejudicial in themfelves, 
but it ihews that men of letters, deftitute of reli- 
gion, are the mod dangerous fubje&s in the (late. 
It is not abfolutely in that clafs that a Robel'pierre 
and a Jourdan is found ; but it can afford a Petioq 
or a Marat. It can afford principles, fophifms, 
and a morality, which terminate in Robefpierres 
or in Jourdansj and if thefe latter murder a 
Bailly, terrify a Marmontel, and imprifon a La 
Harpe, they only terrify, murder, or imprifon 
their progenitors. * 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

ConduSt of tbe Clergy towards the Antichrtftian 

Confpirators. 

W HILST apoftacy bore fway in the palaces 
of the great, in the Schools of fcience, 
and that all the higher clalTes of citizens were led 
away from the worfliip of their religion, fome by 
example, others by the artful fophifms of the con- 
fpirators, the duties of the clergy could not be 
doubtful. It was they who were to oppofe a bank 
to the fetid torrent of impiety, and lave the mul- 
titude from being fwept away by its waters. Far 
more than its honor or its intereft, its very name 
called on the clergy by the moft facred ties of duty 
and of confcience, to guard the altar againft the 
attacks of the confpirators. The leaft backward- 
nefs in the combat would have added treason to 
apoftacy. Let the hiftorian who dared fpeak the 
truth on kings, be true on the merits of his own 
body, and whether it redounds to the honor or 
difgrace of his brethren, let him fpeak the truth. 
Hence the future clergy will learn the line of con- 
duct they are to follow, from what has been done. 

The 
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The conlpiracy againft Chrift is not extind, it may 
be hidden ; but lhould it burft forth anew, muft 
not the pallor know how far his conduct may in- 
fluence or retard its progrefs ? 

If under the name of Clergy, were compre- 
hended all thofe who in France wore the halt- 
livery of the church, all that clals of men who 
in Paris, and fome of the great towns, ftyled 
themfelves Abbes, hiftory might reproach the 
clergy with traitors and apoftates, from the flrft 
dawn of the conspiracy. We find the Abbe de Sophiften 
Pradcs the firft apoftate, and happily firll to re- “j^ er of 
pent. The Abbe Morellet, whofe dilgrace is re- Abbe*, 
corded in the repeated prailes of Voltaire and 
D’Alembert *. The Abbe Condilhac, who was to 
fbphifticate the morals of his royal pupil, and 
particularly that Abbe Raynald, whole name 
alone is tantamount to twenty demoniacs of the 
led):. 

Paris fwarmed with thofe Abbes ; we ftill lay, 
the Abbe Barthelemi, the Abbe Beaudeau, again 
the Abbe Noel, the Abbe Syeyes. But the 
people on the whole, did not confound them with 
the clergy. They knew them to be the off- 
fpring of avarice, feeking the livings but laying 
the duties of the church afide, or through cecono- 


• Letter to D’Alembert, No. 65, anno 1760. To Thi., 
riot, 26th Jan. 176a. 
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my adopting the drefs while they difhonored it 
by their profligacy and irreligious writings. The 
numbers of thefe amphibious animals,' and parti- 
cularly in the metropolis, may be one of the fe- 
ver eft reproaches againft the clergy. However 
great tie diftinClions made between thefe and the 
latter may have been, the repeated fcandals of the 
former, powerfully helped the confpiracy, by their 
laying them Pelves open to fatire, which retorted 
upon the whole body, and affe&cd the real mini- 
fters of the altar. Many of thefe Abbes who did 
not believe in God, had obtained livings through 
meansof the Sophifters, who by foliciting dignities 
for their adepts, fought to introduce their prin- 
ciples, and difhonor the clergy by their immora- 
lity. It was the plague they fpread in the ene- 
. my’s camp, and not daring to face them in 

the field, they fought to poifon their fpringS. 
Condua If under the title of Clergy we only comprehend 
tru e^cler thofe who really ferved at the altar, the confpirators 
gy, and never prevailed again!!: them. I have fearched 
beobjea- their records, I have examined whether among 
ed againft (he bifhops and functionary clergy, any of thefe 
adepts were to be found, who could be clafled 
with the cortfpiring Sophifters. Antecedent to 
the Perigords, D'Autuns, or the apoftacy of the 
Gobets, Gregoires, and other conftitutionalifts, I 
only meet with the name of Briennes, and one 
Judas feated in the College of the Apoftles daring 

the 
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%hc fpace of thirty years ftiould fuffice *• That 
Meflier, reftor of Etrepigny in Champagne might 
be added, were it certain tha&his impious Laft IVUl 
and *T eft ament> was not a forgery of the Sophifters, 
attributed to him after his death. 

In the times when the revolution drew near 
Philofophifm attached itfelf to the convents of 
men and foon produced Dorn Gerles and his con- 

• It is true that Voltaire in his correfpondence, fome- 
times flatters himfelf with the protection of the Cardinal de 
Bemis, who was then but the youthful favorite of the Mar- 
quife de Pompadour, or the 1 flender poet of the Graces. The 
miflakes of a young man are not fuflicient to prove his con- 
cert with confpirators, whom he never after (upported un- 
lefs in the expulflon of the Jefuits. But could not what 
D’Alembert faid of the parliaments apply to him, “ For- 
€t P ve them. Lord, for they know not what they do, nor 
whofe commands they obey.” D’Alembert writes in a 
quite other ftyle, when he fpeaks of Briennes 5 he (hews him 
ading the moft refolute part, of a traitor, in fupport of the 
confpiracy, and Amply hiding his game from the clergy. 

(See particularly letter of the 4th and 21ft Dec. 1770). 

I found fome few letters alfo, mentioning the Prince Lewis 
de Rohan, feconding their intrigues on the reception of 
Marmontel at the academy, condefcending, as D’Alembert 
fays, from Coadjutor of a Catholic Church , to become the Co - 
fdjutor of Fhdofophy. (Let, 8th Dec. 1763). If fuch an 
error in a prince, naturally noble and generous, proves that 
he was miftaken in thinking that he barely prote&ed litera- 
ture, in the perion of an adept, it does not for that prove 
him to have been initiated into the fecrets of thofe who abided 
his protc&ion, and ended by fporting with his perion. 

- federates, 
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federates, but this belonged to a different daft 
of confpirators, who are to be the future objedfc 
of our Memoirs. At all times the body of the 
clergy preferved the purity of its faith, a diftinc- 
tion might have been made between the zealous 
edifying ecclefiaftics, and the lax not to fay fcan- 
dalous ones; buf that of believing and unbelieving 
could never (land. Never could the confpirators 
exult in this latter diftindtion. Would they not 
have availed themfelves of their decreafing faith, 
as they did of the incredulity of the minifters of 
Geneva*. On the contrary, nothing but the 
moft fcurrilous abufe is uttered againft the clergy 
for their zeal in fupport of Chriftianity, and the 
fatire of the Sophifters redounds to their immortal 
honor. 

The purity of faith alone was not fufficient in 
the clergy; examples far more powerful than 
leflons, were neceffary to oppofe the torrent of im- 
piety. It is true that in the greater part of their 
pallors the people beheld it in an eminent degree, 
but the majority will not fuffice. Thofe who are 
acquainted with the powers of impreffion, know 
but too well, that one bad ccclefiaftic does more 
harm than a hundred of the moft virtuous can da 
good. All fhould have been zealous but many 
were lax. There were among thofe who ferved 

• See the Encyclopedia, article Geniva; and letter of 
Voltaire to Mr. Verne*. 

the 
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the altars men unworthy of the fan&uary. Thefe' 
weTe amBitious men, who owing good example 
to theiF diocefles preferred the intrigues and pomp 
df the capital. ‘ It is true that fuch a conduct 
could not have confticuted vice in the worldling, 
but what may be light in the world, is often mon- 
ftrous in the church. The Sophifters in parti- 
cular with their morals, were not authorifed to 
reprobate thofe of the delinquent clergy. Where 
is the wonder that fome few unworthy members 
fl^otild have intruded on the lariftuiry, when the 
enemies of the church had pofiefled themfelvcs 
of its avenues, in order to bar the preferment of 1 
thofe> whofe virtues or learning they dreaded; how 
could it be otherwife, when the bifhops wifhing 
to repel an unworthy member, Choifeul anfwered, 
“ Such are the men we Want and will have or 
when the irreligious nobleman only beheld in the 
riches of the church, the inheritance of a fon 
not lefs vicious than his father. 

The clergy might certainly have thus replied 
to their enemies. And true it is, that if any thing 
could aftonifh hiftory, it is not, that with all 
thefe intrigues and ambition, fome few bad paf- 
tors had been intruded on the church, but rather 
that io many good ones, worthy of their titles, 
yet remained. But the crimes of the firft infti- 
gators, does not excufe the fcandals of thofe 
pallors who gave it. Let the future clergy find 
Vol. I. X this 
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this avowal recorded, let thofe men be acquainted 
with whatever influenced the progrefs of the An- 
tichriftian Revolution, whofc duty effentially mili- 
tates againft that progrefs, and renders the leaft 
pretext given, criminal in them. 

Their re. But hiftory muft alfo declare, that if the re- 
impiety ! 0 miffnefs of fome few may have been a pretence 
for the confpirators, that the majority made a 
noble Rand againft them, and though fome few 
fpots could be found, the body was nevertheleis 
fplendent with the light of its virtues, which 
lhane forth with redoubled luftre, when impiety at. 
length, ftrong in its progrefs, threw oflr the mafk. 
Then riftng above its powers the clergy are not 
to be intimidated by death, or the rigors of a 
long exile, and the Sophifter unwillingly blufhed 
at the calumnies he had fpread, when he repre- 
fented thote men as more attached to the riches 
than to the faith of the church. Their riches 
remained in the hands of the banditti, while that 
faith crowns the archbilhops, bifhops and eccle- 
ftaftics butchered at the Carmes, or confoles thofe 
who have found a refuge in foreign countries, 
from the armies and bloody decrees of the Jaco- 
bins. Every where poor, and living on the bene- 
ficence of thofe countries, but powerfully rich in 
the purity of their faith and teftimony of their 
confidences. 

But 
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But the clergy had not waited thefe awful 
days to oppofe the principles of thi confpirators. 
From the firft days of the oonfpiracy we can 
trace their oppofition; fcarce had impiety railed 
its voice when the dergy fought to confound it: 
the Encyclopedia was not half printed when it 
was proferibed in their affemblies; nor has a Angle 
one been held for thefe fifty years paft,' which has 
not warned the throne and the magiftracy of the 
progrefs of Philofophifm *. 

At the head of the prelates who oppoled it, 
we find Mr. de Beaumont archbi/hop of Paris# 
whofc name hiftory could not pafs over without 
mjullice j generous as .an Ambrofe, he was fired 
With His zeal and fteadinefs 'againft the enemies of 
the faith. The Janfenifts obtained his exile, and 
the Antichriftians would willingly have font him 
to the fcaftbld ; but there would he have braved 
their poignards, as he did the Janfenifts j When 
returning from his exile, he might be laid to have 
acquired new vigor to oppofe them both. 

Many other bifhops following his example, to 
the moft unblemifhed morals, added their paftora) 
inftni&ions. Mr. de Pompignan then Bilhop of 
Puy refuted the errors of Voltaire and Jean 
Jaquesi the Cardinal de Luynes warned his fiocle 
againft the SyJlern of Nature •, the Bilhops of Bou- 

• See the a£ls of the clergy fince the year 1750. 

Xa logne. 
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logne, Amiens, Auch and many others, more 
powerfully edified their diocefes by their example 
even than by their writings, nor did there paft 
a fingle year, but what fomc bifhop combated 
the increafing progreis of the impious confpirators. 

If the fophiftry of the fe<5t continued its ravages, 
it was not the fault of the bifhops or the religious 
writers. The Sorbonne expofed it in their cen- 
fures. .The Abbe Bergier vi&orioufly purfues 
Deifm in its very laft retrenchments, and makes 
. itblufh at its own contradictions. To the fophi- 
fticated learning of die confpirators, he oppofed a 
more loyal application and a truer knowledge of 
antiquity and of the weapons it furnifhed to reli- 
gion *. The Abbe Guenee with all that urbanity 
and attic fait which he was matter of, obliges 
Voltaire to humble himfelf at the fight of his 
own ignorance and falfe criticifm of facred writ f. 
The Abbe Gerard had found a method of fanc- 
tifying novels themfelves. Under the moft en- 
gaging forms, he reclaims youth from vice and 
its tortuous ways, and reftores hiftory to its pri- 
mitive truth. The Abbe. Pey had fearched all 
the monuments of the church to reinftate it in 
its real rights, and under the Ample form of a 
catechifm, we lee the Abbe Feller, or Flexier 

* His Deifih refuted, and his Anfwer to Freret. 
f Letters of fome Portuguefe Jews. 

Dureval, 
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Dureval, uniting every thing that reafon, truth 
or fcience can oppofe againft the Sophifters. 

Prior to all thefe champions of the faith, the 
Abbe Duguet had vi&orioufly vindicated the 
principles of Chrlftianity, and the Abbe Houte- 
ville had demonftrated the truth of it from hif- 
tory. From the firft dawn of the conlpiracy, 
the Pere Berthier and affociates had, in the Jour- 
nal de Trevoux, particularly expofed the errors 
of the Encyclopedills. In fine if the Celfi and 
Porphirii were numerous, religion, had not loft 
its Juftins or its Origens. In thefe latter times 
as in the primitive days of Chriftianity, he who 
fincerely fought after truth muft havS found it 
in the victorious arguments of the religious au- 
thors, oppofed to the fophifms of the confpirators. 
And it may be faid that many points of religion 
v had been placed in a clearer light, than they had 
been before, by thefe modem apologifts. 

The Chriftian orators feconded their bilbops 
and perpetually called the attention of the people 
to thfeir danger. The refutation of Philofophifm 
was become the object of their public difeourfes. 

-The Pere Neuville, and after him Mr. de Senez, 
in fine, the Pere Beauregard in particular, feem 
to have been fired by th^t holy zeal. That 
fudden infpiration with which he appeared to be 
feized in the Cathedral Church of Paris, is not 
yet forgotten; when thirteen years before the 
\ ' X 3 , revo- 
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revolution, expounding the' different maxims and 
expofing the plans of modern Philofophifm, he 
makes the vaults of the temple refound with words 
too fhamcfully verified by the revolution, and 
exclaims in a prophetic ftrain: 

“ Yes it is at the king — at the king and at 
«* religion the philofophers aim their blows. 
“ They have grafped the hatchet and the ham- 
“ mer, they only wait the favorable moment to 
“ overturn the altar and the throne.— Yes, my 
“ God, thy temples will be plundered and de- 
v ftroyed; thy feftivals abolilhed; thy facred name 
«* blalphemed; thy worfhip proferibed.- — But what 
« founds. Great God, do I hear, what do I 
« behold ! to the facred canticles which caufed 
“ the vaults of this temple to refound to thy 
" praifes, fucceed wanton and prophane fongs ! 
** And thou infamous Deity of Paganifm, impure 
** Venus, thou durft advance hither even, and 
« audacioufly in the place of the living God, feat 
*« thyfelf on the throne of the Holy of Holies, and 
there receive the guilty incenfe of thy new 
<* adorers.” 

This difeourfe was heard by a numerous audi- 
ence, carried by their own piety or attracted by 
the eloquence of the orator; by adepts them- 
fclves, who attended in hopes of carping at his 
expreftions; by doftors of the laws whom we 
were acquainted with, and who often repeated 

them 
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them to us, long before we had feen them printed 
in various publications. The adepts cried out, 
(edition and fanaticifm. The doctors of the law 
only retra&ed the feverity of their cenfures after 
they had feen the prediction completely accom- 
plilhed. 

Such ftrong cautions from the clergy, and the 
means they oppofed, retarded the progrefs of the 
Sophifters, but could not triumph over the confpi- 
facy. ft was too deep, the black arts of feduCtion 
had been too well planned in the hidden dens of 
the confpirators. I have (till to unfold tome of their 
dark myfteries, and when light lhall have Ihone 
upon them, with furprife (hall the reader aflc, 
not how it was poflible, with fo much zeal on the 
part of the clergy, that the altar was overthrown, 
but on the contrary, how the fall of the temple 
had been fo long delayed f 


X 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

New and deeper Means of the Con/pirators, to feduef 
, even the lovfefi Claffes of the People. 


W HEN Voltaire had fwom to annihilate 
Chriftianity, he little flattered hirafelf 
with drawing the generality of nations into his 
apoftacy. His pride is often fatisfied with the 
.progrefs Philofophifm had made among thofe who 
governed, or were made to govern, and among men 
of letters * ; for a long time he does not appear to 
envy Chriftianity, the inferior clafles of fociety, 
whicji he does not comprehend under the appel- 
lation of the better fort. The fa£ts, we are about 
to lay before the reader, will Ihow to what new 
extent, the confpirators fought to carry their im- 
pious zeal, and by what artifices Chrift was to be 
deprived of all worfhip, even from the loweft po- 
pulace. 

Origin of A doctor, known in France by the name of 
Duquefnai, had fo well inftnuated himfelf into the 
favor of Lewis XV. that the king ufed to call him 
his thinker. He really appeared to have deeply 

* Let. to D’Alembert, nth Dee. 1763. 

.... » ' * «• 

medv» 
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jneditated on the happinefe of the fubjed, and ha 
may have fincerely wifhed it ; neverthelefs he was 
but a fyftem-maker, and the founder of that fed 
of Sophifters called CEconomifts, becaufe the ce- 
conomy and order to be introduced into the 
finances, and other means of alleviating the 
diftrefles of the people, were perpetually in their 
mouths. If fomc few of thefe CEconomifts, fought 
nothing further in their fpeculations, it is at lead 
certain, that their writers, little hid their hatred 
for the Chfiftian religion. Their works abound 
in paflages which fhow their wilh of fubftituting 
natural religion, at leaft to the Chriftian religion 
and revelation *. Their affedafion of folely (peak- 
ing of agriculture, adminiftration and oeconomy, 
render them lefs liable to fufpicion, than thofe ' 
conlpirators perpetually forwarding their im- 
piety. 

Duquelhai and his adepts, had more especially Their 
undertaken to perfuade their readers, that the for 
country people, and mechanics in towns, were en- fchooU. 
tirely deftitute of that inftrudion neceflary for 
their profe (lions. That men of this clafi, unable 
to acquire knowledge by reading, pined away in 
an ignorance equally fatal to themfelves and to 
the date, That it was necefiary to eftablifh free 

• See the analyfis of thofe works! by Mr. Le Gros, Pre- 
% vofi of St. Loais da Loayre, 

fchools. 
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fchools, and particularly throughout the country, 
where children could be brought up to different 
trades, and inftrufted in the principles of agricul- 
Thecon- ture. D’Alembert, and the Voltarian adepts, 
fupport S ^ oon perceived what advantages they could reap 
tbeplan. from thefe cftablifhments. In union with the 
CEconomifts, they prelented various memorials 
to Lewis XV. in which, not only the temporal but 
even the fpiritqal advantages of fuch eftablifhments, 
for the people are ftrongly urged. The king, 
who really loved the people, embraced the projeft 
with warmth. He opened his mind, on the fub- 
jedt, to Mr. Bertin, whom he honored with his 
confidence, and had entrufted with his privy 
purfe. It was from frequent converfations with 
this minifter, that the memorial from which we 
extra# the following account was drawn up. It 
is Mr. Bertin himfelf that fpeaks. 

“ Lewis XV., faid that minifter, having en- 
* c trufted me with the care of his privy purfe, it 
** was natural that he fhould mention to me an 
** eftablilhmcnt, of which his Majefty was to de- 
“ fray the expence. I had long fince clofely ob- 
“ ferved the different. fedts of our philofophers ; 
“ and though I had much to reproach myfelf as 
<c to the practice, I had at leaft preferved the 
“ principles of my religion. I had little doubt of 
“ the efforts of the Philofophers to deftroy it. I 
“ was fenfiblc that they wilhed to have the di- 

“ redlion 
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** redtion of thcfe fchools themfelves, and by that 
“ means, feizing on the education of the people, 
under pretence that the bifhops and ecclefiaftics, 
“ who had hitherto fuperintended them and their 
« teachers, could not be competent judges in fub- 
“ jefts fo little fuited to clergymen. I appre- 
hended that their objeft was not fo much to give 
“ leffons on agriculture, to the children of huf- 
“ bandmen and trades-people, as to withdraw 
ft them from their habitual inftrudtjons on their 
" catechifm, or on their religion. 

X did not hefitate to declare to the king, that 
“ the intentions of the Philofophers were very 
“ different from his. I know thofe confpirators, 
ft I faid, and beware, Sire, of feconding them. 
“ Your kingdom is not deficient in free fchools, 
or nearly free ; they are to be found in every 
“ little town, and nearly in every village, and 
** perhaps they are already but too numerous. 
** It is not books that form mechanics and plow- 
*' men. The books and mafters, fent by thefe 
** philofophers, will rather infule fyftem than in- 
“ duftry, into the country people. I tremble 
u left they render them idle, vain, jealous, and 
“ ftiortly difeontented, feditious, and at length re- 
bellious. I fear, left the whole fruit of the ex-. 
«* pence, they feek to put your Majefty to, will 
“ be to gradually obliterate, in the hearts of the 

“ people. 
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“ people, its love for their religion and their 
** fovereign. 

“To thefe arguments, I added whatever my 
«* mind could fuggeft, to difluade his Majefty. I _ 
“ advifed him, in place of. paying and, fending 
“ thofe mailers, which the Philofophers had 
«« chofen, to employ the fame fums, for multi- 
“ plying the catecfiifts, and in fearching for good 
“ and patient men, whom his Majefty, in concert 
“ with the bilhops, fhould fupport, in order to 
« teach the poor peafantry the principles of reli- 
gion, and to teach it them by rote, as the rec- 
“ tors and curates do to thofe children who do 
not know how to read. 

“ Lewis XV. feemed to relifh my arguments, 

<* but the philofophers renewed their attacks. 

« They had people about his perfon, who never 

“ ceafed to urge him, and the king could not per- 

“ fuade himfelf, that his thinker , Duquefnai, and 

. “ the other Philofophers, were capable of fuch de- 

“ tellable views. He was fo conftantly befet by 

“ thofe men, that during the laft twenty years of 

** his reign, in the daily converfations which he 

“ honored roe with, I was perpetually employed 

“ in cojpbating the falfe ideas he had imbibed, on 

i* the GEconomifts and their affociates. 

He difeo. At length determined to give the king 

meansof ** P ro0 ^ pofitive that they impofed upon him, I 

the con- « fought to gain the confidence of thofe pedlars 
fpirators, whq 
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" who travel through the country, and expofe 
“ their goods to fale in the villages, and at the 
“ gates of country feats. I fufpe&ed thofe in 
“ particular who dealt in tx>oks, to be nothing 
** lels than the agents of Philofophifm with the 
“ good country folks. In my excurfions into 
** the country, I above all fixed my attention oil 
** the latter. When they offered me a book to 
“ buy, I queftioned them what might be the 
u books they had ? Probably Catechifins or 
“ Prayer-books ? Few others are read in the vil- 
** lages ? At thefe words I have leen many fmile. 

«* No, they anfwered, thole are not our works ; 
ct we make much more money of Voltaire, Dide- 
“ rot, or other philofophic writings. What ! fays 
“ I, the country people buy Voltaire and Diderot ? 

K Where -do they find the money for fuch dear 
“ works ? Their conllant anfwer was, We have 
** them at a much cheaper rate than Prayer- 
" books; we may fell them at ten fols (5d.) a 
“ volume, aiid have a pretty profit into the bar- 
** gain. Queftioning fome of them ftill farther, 

" many of them owned, that thofe books coft 
" them nothing; that they received whole bales of 
“ them, without knowing whence they came, fim- 
** ply defircd to fell them in their journeys at the 
“ loweft price.” 

Such was the account given by Mr, Bertin, 
and particularly during his retreat at Aix la Cha-. 

' pelle. 
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pelle. All that he faid of thofe pedlars perfectly 
coincides with what I have heard many reCtors of 
frnall towns and villages complain of. They look- 
ed upon thefe hawking bookfellers as the pefts of - 
their parifhes, and as the agents of the pre- 
tended philofophers in the circulation of theif 
impiety. 

Lewis XV. warned by the difeovery made by 
his minifter, at length was fatisfied that the eftabKfh 4 - 
ment of thefe fchools fo much promoted by the* 
cortfpirators, would pnly be a new mean of fe- 
duCtion in their hands. He abandoned the plan, 
but perpetually harraffed by the proceCting So- 
phifters, he did not ftrike at the root of the evil* 
and but feebly impeded its progrefs. The pedlars 
continued to ferve the meafures of the confpira- 
tors, but this was but one of the inferior means 
employed to fupply the delay of their free fchools, 
as a new difeovery brought one far more fatal 
to light. 

Thc Many years prior to the French Revolution, a 
fchool- reCtor of the diocefe of Embrun, had had fre- 
the vU- " q ucnt contefts with the fchool- mailer of the vil— 
kg es - lage, charging him with corrupting the morals of 
his pupils, and with diilributing moft irreligious 
books among them. The lord of the village, 
one of the protecting adepts, fupported the fchool- 
sruftcr ; the good reCtor applied to his archbiihop. 
Mr. Salabert D’Anguin, Vicar-general, defired to 

fee 
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fee the library of the m after. It was filled with 
thefe fort of works j but the delinquent, fo far 
from denying the life he made of them, with a 
pretended fimplicity, faid he had always heard 
thofe works Jpoken of in the higheft terms ; and, 
like the hawkers, declared that he was not at the 
trouble of buying them, as they were fent to him 
free of all cofts. 

At about a league from Liege, and in the adja- 
cent villages, mailers ftill more perfidious, car- 
ried their means of corruption to a far greater ex- 
tent. Thefe would aftemble a certain number of 
trades-peoplc and poor country fellows, who had 
not learned to read, bn certain days, at particular 
hours. In thefe meetings, one of the pupils of 
the profeflbr would read in an audible voice, a 
chapter in fome work with which he himfelf had 
already been perverted. For example one of, 
Voltaire’s romances, then the Sermon of the Fifty, 
the pretended Good Senfe, or other works of the 
fe£t furnifhed by the mailer. Thofe that abound- 
ed in calumny and abufe againft the clergy, were 
particularly read. Thefe meetings, the fore-run- 
ners of the Liege revolution, were only difeovered 
when an honeft and religious carpenter, who work- 
ed for a canon of that cathedral, declared the for- 
row he had conceived in finding his two fons at 
one of thefe meetings reading fuch lectures to 
about a dozen of country fellows. On this difeo- 

very. 
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very, a proper fearch was made in the adjacent 
country, and many fchool-mafters were found • 
guilty of the fame perfidy ; and, terrible to fa yv 
by the exterior pra&ice of their religion, thefe 
men had done away all fufpicion of fuch infernal 
dealings. The refcatehes were carried ftill fur- 
ther, and the plots were traced up to D’Alembert $ 
the following was the refult of this new diffcd- 
vciy. It is the very perfon to whom the honeft 
carpenter opened his mind, and who made the ne- 
ceffary perquifitions on fo important an obje<5t, 
who gave me the following information. 

In feeking what men had been the promoters of 
thefe corrupters of youth, they were found to be 
protected by men whofc connexions with the 
Sophifters of the day, were no fecret. At 
length they were traced to D’Alembert himfelf, 
and his office for tutors. It was to this office that 
all thofe heretofore mentioned addrefled them- 
felvds, who wanted the recommendation of the 
Sophifters to obtain a place of preceptor or tutor 
in the houfes of the great or wealthy. But at this 
period, private education was not the foie object 
of D’Alembert. He npw had eftabliffied a cor- 
refpondence throughout the provinces and beyond 
the kingdom. Not a place of profefTor in a col- 
lege, or of a Ample fchool-mafter in a village be- 
came vacant, but what he or his coadjutors were 
immediately informed of it by his agents. Alfo 

of 
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of the perfons who petitioned for thefe places, of 
thole who Ihould be accopted or reje&ed, and of 
die means ne cellary to be employed, or perfons to 
be applied to, to obtain the nomination of an 
adept competitor, or of thole who were to be lent 
from Paris ; in Ihort, of the proper inftru&ions to 
be given to the ele&ed with regard to local circum- 
ftances, or the more or lefs progrefs Philofo- 
phifm had made around them. Hence the impu* 
dence of the fchool-mafter in the diocefe of Em- 
brun, and that hypocrify in thofe of the princi- 
pality of Liege, where a government totally eccle- 
fiaftical was to be feared, and where infidelity 
had not yet made the fame ravages it had in 
France. 

It is thus that D’Alembert, faithful to the mif- 
fion Voltaire had given him, to enlighten youth as 
much as lay in bis power *, had extended his means 
of (educing them. Voltaire no longer regretted 
the colony of Cleves. That manufacture of im- 
piety which was to have been its chief object, the 
philofophic confraternity , like to that of the Free - 
mqfonSy the secret academy, more zealous in 
crulhing Chrift and his religion, than any other 
ever had been in the propagation of fcience or 
learning, were now eftablifbed in Paris. And 
it was in the capital of , the Molt, Chriftian empire, 

* Letter 15th ofSeJ>t. ij 6 i. 

Vol. I. Y that 
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that thefe affociarions were held, the parents of 
/ the revolution that was to bring devaluation on 
France, and deftruftion on Chriftianity throughout 
the world. This was the laft myjiery of Mytra j 
this was the deepeft intrigue of the conlpirators 5 
nor do I know that it has been laid open by any 
writer. In the correfpondence of the Sophifters, no 
trace can be difeovered of this intrigue, at leaft in 
what the adepts have publilhed. They had their 
reafbns for fupprefling fuch lettersj for even in the 
firft days of the revolution, would not the people 
have been indignant on hearing of fuch means to 
wrell their religion from them, and never would 
fuch a myftery of iniquity have emerged from 
the darknefs in which it had been conceived, if 
Providence had not ordained that the unfortunate 
adept we are about to fpeak of, tortured with re- 
morfe,. Ihould make an avowal of it. 

Difco- Before we publilh his declaration ourfelves, it 
thP'fecret * s incumbent on us to fay by what means we be- 
academy, C ame acquainted with it, and what precautions we 
means, have taken to afeertain the authenticity of it. The 
honor and probity of the perfon who gave us the 
account, placed its veracity beyond all doubt, ne- 
verthelefs we requefted to have it under his figna- 
ture. Still further, feeing that a great nobleman was 
mentioned as a witnefs, and even as the fecond 
aftor in the feene, we did not hefitate in applying 
direftly to him. This nobleman, of diftinguifhed 
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honor, virtue and courage, bears the firft diftin&ion 
of French knighthood, and is in London at this 
prefent time. We attended to the recital he was 
pleafed to make, and found it perfectly confonant 
with the figned memorial we had carried with us. 
If his name is omitted, it is only becaule he was 
loath to fee it appear in a fad that criminates the 
memory of a friend, whofe error was rather owing 
to the fedudion of the Sophifters than to his own 
heart, and whole repentance in fome fort atoned 
for the crime he had been guilty of. The follow- 
ing is the fad, which will complete the proofs, as 
yet only drawn from the letters of the conlpira- 
tors themfelves. 

About the middle of the* month of September, 
1789, that is a little more than a fortnight antece- 
dent to the atrocious 5 th and 6 th of Odober, at a 
time when the conduct of the National Affembly, 
having thrown the people into all the horrors of a 
revolution, indicated that they would Let no 
bounds to their pretenfions, Mr. Le Roy, Lieu- 
tenant of the King’s Hunt, and an Academician, 
was at dinner at Mr. D’Angevilliers, Intendant of 
the Buildings of his Majefty, the converfation 
turned on the difafters of the revolution, and on 
thofe that were too clearly to be forefeen. Din- 
ner over, the nobleman above mentioned, a friend 
of Le Roy, but hurt aj: having feen him fo great 
an admirer of the Sophifters, reproached him 
Y 2 with 
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with it in the following exprdfivc words. JVeti% 
this however is the work of Philosophy ! Thun- 
der-ftruck‘at thcfe words, — Alas-! cried the Aca- 
demician, to whom do you Jay Jo? I know it but 
too well, and I Jhall die of grief and remorfe ! At 
the word remorfe, the fame nobleman queftioned 
him whether he had fo gready contributed towards 
the revolution, as to upbraid himfelf with it in 
-Avowal that violent manner ? tc Yes, anfwcred he, I have 
row of its “ contributed to it, and far more than I was aware 
fee re- '< of. I was fecretary to the committee to 
tary ’ - *« which you are indebted for it, but I call hea- 

“ ven to witnefs, that 1 never thought it would 
tf come to fuch lengths. Y ou have feen me in 
the king’s fervice, and you know that I love 
< £ his perfon. I little thought of bringing his fub- 
«* jefts to this pitch, and I Jhall die of grief and 
u remorfe 1" 

Prefled to explain what he .meant by this com- 
mittee, this fecret fociety, entirely new to the 
whole company, the Academician refumed : 
“ This fociety was a fort of club that we had 
. “ formed among us philofophers, and only ad- 
* c mitted into it perfons on whom we could 
** perfectly rely. Our fittings were regularly 
“ held at the Baron D’Holbach’s. Left our ob- 
“ je<ft fhould be furmifed, we called ourfclves 
“ CEconomifts. We created Voltaire, though 
«* abfent, our honorary and perpetual prefident. 

“ Our 
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** Our principal members were D’Alembert, 
u Turgot, Condorcet, Diderot, La Harpe, and 
u that Lamoignon Keeper of the Seals who, on 
**• his difmiilion, Ihot himfelf in his park.” 

The "whole of this declaration was accompanied 
with tears and fighs, when the adept, deeply peni- 
tent, continued : “ The following were our oc- Their 
cupations j the moft of thofe works which objedt 
“ have appeared for this long time paft againft 
tc religion, morals and government, were ours, or 
“ thofe of authors devoted to us. _ They were all 
“ compofed by the members or by the orders of 
<c the fociety. Before they were fent to the prefs, 

* f they were delivered in at our office. There we 
w reviled and corredted them ; added to or cur- 
“ tailed them according as circumllances required. 

“ When our philofophy was too glaring for the 
*« times, or for the objedt of the work, we 
« brought it to a lower tint, and when we thought 
that we might be more daring than the author, 

** we fpoke more openly. In a word, we made our 
** writers fay exadtly what we pleafed. Then the 
<c work was publilhed under the title or name we 
“ had chofen, the better to hide the hand whence 
“ it came. Many fuppofed to have been pofthu- 
tf mous works, fuch as Chrijiianity Unmajked and 
“ divers others, attributed to Freret and Boulan- 
** ger, after their deaths, were ilfued from our 
K lociety. 

** When 

Y 3 
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“ When we had approved of thole works, we 
“ began by printing them on fine or ordinary 
“ paper, in fufficient number to pay our expen- 
“ ces, and then an immenlc number on the com- 
** moneft paper. Thele latter we fent to hawkers 
** and bookfellers free of cofts, or nearly (b, who 
** were to circulate them among the people at the 
“ loweft rate. Thefe were the means ufed to 
“ pervert the people and bring them to the pre- 
M lent Hate you fee them in. I (hall not 
** fee them long, for I Jball die of grief and re - 
" morfe /” 

This recital had made the company fhudder, 
neverthelcfs they could not but be ftruck at the re- 
morfe and ’ horrid fituation in which they beheld 
the Ipeaker. Their indignation for Philofophifm 
was carried ftill further, when Le Roy explained 
the meaning of ecr : l’inf (ecrafez l’infame, 
crujb the wretch J, with which Voltaire concludes 
fo many of his letters. The reader will perceive, 
that in the whole of thefe Memoirs we had uni- 
formly given the fame explanation j and indeed 
the context of the letters makes the fenfe evident ; 
but he revealed what we fhould not have dared af- 
fert on our own authority, that all thofe to whom 
Voltaire wrote under that horrid formula, were 
members or initiated into the myfteries of this 
fecret committee. He alio declared what we 
have already faid on the plan of elevating Briennes 

to 
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to the archbilhopric of Paris, and many other 
particulars, which be related, and that would have 
been precious for hiftory, but have efcaped the 
memory of thofc prefent. None of them could 
give me any information as to the exalt time when 
this fecret academy was formed j but it appears 
from the difcovery made by Mr. Bertins, that 
it mult have exifted long before the death of 
Lewis XV. 

I think it neceflary, on this occafion, to lay be- 
fore my reader a letter of March 1763, which 
Voltaire writes to Helvetius. tf Why, fays he to 
“ his zealous brother, do the worflrippers of rea- 
“ fon live in filence and fear ? They are not fuf- 
« c ficiently acquainted with their own ftrength. 
“ What Jbould binder them from having a little prefs 
“ of their own , and from publiftring fmall works, 
“ Ihort and ufeful , and which fhoidd only be confided 
“ to their friends. This was the method followed 
“ by thole who printed the laft will of the good 
“ and honeft curate (Meflier), his teftimony is 
** certainly of great weight. It is further certain , 
*' that you and your friends could, with the greateft 
“ facility , pen the beft works poffible, and throw them 
" into circulation without expofing yourfelves in the 
“ leaf." 

There alio exifts another letter, in which Vol- 
taire, under, the name of Jean Patourel, heretofore 
a Jefuit, and in his ironic ftyle, feeming to feli- 

Y 4 citate 
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citate Helvetius on his pretended converfion, de- 
feribes the method employed for the circulation of 
thofe works, among the lower clafies. “ In op-' 
« pofition to the Cbriftian pedagogue , and the Think 
“ well on it, books formerly fo much famed for 
<f the converfions they had wrought ; pretty little 
* c philofophic works are cleverly circulated j thefe 
** little books rapidly fucceed each other. They are 
“ not fold, they are given to people who can be relied 
,f on, who in their turn diftribute them, to women and 
*' young people. At one time it is the Sermon cf the 
“ fifty, attributed to the King of Pruflia ; at ano- 
** ther an extrait from the will, of the unfortunate 
“ curate Jean Meflier, who, on his death-bed, 
«* implored forgivenefs of his God, for . having 
** taught Chriftianity, or laftly, the Catechijm of the 
“ honejl man, written by a certain Abbe Durand, 
« f (that is Voltaire himfclf) 

Thefe two letters may throw great light on the 
fubjeft. Firft, we fee Voltaire giving the plan of a 
fecret fociety, which perfe&ly coincides with the 
one deferibed by Le Roi ; (econdly, that one of a 
Similar nature exifted at Ferney j thirdly, that it had 
pot taken place, at the period when thefe letters were 
written, as he preffes the cftablifhment of it. But 
on the other fide, the pretended poflhumous works 
ofFreret and Boulanger, which the adept Le Roi 

* Let. to Helvetins, sjth Aug. 1763, 

declares 
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declares to have been iffued from this fecret aca- 
demy, holding its fittings at the Baron D’Hol- 
bach’s, were publifhed in 1756 and 1757* It 
therefore appears that this fecret committee was wlien 
eftablifhed at Paris, between the years 1763 and eftablilh* 
1766. That is to fay, that for three and twenty 
years preceding the revolution, they had been in- 
ceflantly attempting to feduce the people by thofc 
artifices and intrigues, the fhame of which, drew 
the above avowal from its repenting fecretary. 

Such would have been the manufacture of Voltaire’s 
colony. 

It was with truth, that this unhappy adept re*' 
peated, I Jhall die of grief and remorfe ; for he 
did not furvive his avowal three months. When Other 
he mentioned the principal members, he added that adepts of 

* 4 the ECft* 

all tfiofe to whom Voltaire wrote under the abo- demy, 
m’mable formula of Crujh the Wretch, were either 
members, or initiated jnto the myfterics of this 
fecret academy. 

In following this rule the firft of thefe adepts' 
will certainly be Damilaville, who exulted fo much ville * 
on hearing that none but the rabble were left to 
worlhip Chrift ; for it is to him in particular, that 
Voltaire always ends his letters by, crulh the wretch. 

This man was himfelf very little above that rab- 
ble he fo much defpifed. He had made a fmall 

* See L’Antiquite devoilee, Amfterdam, anno 17 66, and 
ffxamen des Apologlftfs du Chriftianifrae, anno 1767. 
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fortune by being one of the clerks in the office for 
the tax called the Vingtiemes, and had a falary of 
about 180I. per ann. His philofophy had not 
taught him the fpirit of poverty, as we fee Voltaire 
excufmg himfelf, on his not having been able to 
procure him a more lucrative employment *. 

The diftinCtive character, which Voltaire gives 
him in one of his letters, is that of bating God j 
could that haVe given rife to their great intimacy l 
It was through his means, that he tranfmitted his 
molt impious productions or particular fecrets to 
the conlpirators. We fhould have remained in the 
^ark, as to his literary talents, had it not been for 
a letter from Voltaire to the Marquis de Ville- 
vieille, which fo perfectly dcl'cribes the meannefsof 
the Sophifters, and how diftant they were from the 
true Philofopher, ready to facrifice every thing in 
the caufe of truth. «* No, my dear friend (fays 
“ Voltaire to the Marquis), the modern Socratefes 
* c will not drink hemlock. The Athenian Socrates, 
“ with refpeCt to us, was a very imprudent man, 
“ an eternal quibbler, and who foolifhly fet his 
tc judges at defiance. 

" Our philofophers of thefe days, are wifer than 
“ that. They are not poflefled with that foolifh 
“ vanity of putting their names to their works. 
u They are invifible hands, who, from one end of 

• Gea. Cor. let. to Damilaville, 2d Dec. 1757. 

“ Europd 
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tl Europe to the other, pierce fanaticifm with the 
“ (hafts of truth. Damilaville is juft dead, he 
«* was the author of Cbriftianity unmajked (which 
« he had publilhed as a pofthumous work of 
“ Boulanger’s) and of many other writings. It 
“ was never known , and bis friends kept bis Jecret 
“ with a fidelity worthy of Pbilofopby 

Such then is the author of that famous work, 
which the Sophifters had given us, as flowing from 
the pen of one of their molt learned adepts. Da- 
milaville, under the name of Boulanger, from his 
publican-office, fallies forth the phoenix of modern 
Philofophifm, and with the courage of a Sophifter, 
fh rinks from his own works, left they coft him 
dearly, if ever called upon to fupport his princi- 
ples before the tribunals. He alfo would have 
fhrunk from the hemlock potion, in the infamy 
and eternal fhame, that fuch abominable calumnies 
as he had vomited forth againft Chriftianity, mult 
have overpowered him with. 

This adept, fo worthy ofVoltaire’s and D’Alem- 
bert’s friendfhip, died a bankrupt clerk in office, 
and had been parted from his wife, for the laft 
twelve years. Voltaire is his panegyrift when 
he fays, “ i (hall always regret Damilaville, I ' 
“ loved the intrepidity of his foul, he was enthu- 

* aoth Dec. 1768. 

“ Hattie 
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gental. 


Thiriot. 


u fialiic like St. Paul, he was a necefiary man * " 
Decency forbids us to quote the remainder of the 
panegyric. 

Next to this Sophifter, whole chief merits ap- 
pear to have been his enthufiaftic Atheifm, we 
find the Count D’Argental. I have already fpolten 
of his intimacy with Voltaire, and only mention 
him, as one of thofe initiated in the fecret myfte- 
ries of the fecret academy j being one ’ of thole 
correfpondents with whom Voltaire expreHes him- 
felf in the molt unreferved manner on his plan of 
crulhing Chrift f. 

On the fame claim a. fort of ' fcribbler called 
Thiriot is to be aggregated to the academy. 
Neither more elevated than Damilaville in rank 
or fbfrtune; he for a longer time fublifted on 
Voltaire’s benefactions, who firft made him his 
difciple and then his agent. Brother Thiriot 
added ingratitude to his impiety, and Voltaire 
complained bitterly of him. But Thiriot not- 
withftanding his ingratitude, always remained im- 
pious, which reconciled him to Voltaire and pre- 
ferved him within the fraternal embrace of the 
confpirators J. 

• 23d December 1769, 13th of January, &c. 

t See numbers of letters in the General Correfpondence. 

J See Correfpondence and Letters to D’Alembert, and letters 
frpm the Marchionefs of Chatellet to the King of Pruffia. 
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It is with concern 'that Mr. Saurin is feen a Sanrin. 
member of this academy. Certainly it is not his 
literary works which raile this fentiment, for were 
it not for his Tragedy of Spartacus, both his profe 
and verfe, would equally be forgotten; but we are 
told that it was rather to his want of fortune, than 
to his difpofition, that he owed his connexions 
with the Sophiftefs. He is even faid to have 
been a man *)f great probity, but that he was 
drawn into that fociety, for the confideration of a 
penflon of a thoufand crowns which Helvetius 
paid him. What an excufe 1 And where is the 
probity of the man who will facrifice his religion 
to his intereft; and for a penfion coalefce with 
thofe who confpire againft his God? We fee 
Voltaire writing to Saurin himfelf, and placing 
him on the fame line with Helvetius and the 
initiated brethren, entrufting him with the fame • 
fecrets, and exhorting him to the fame warfare 
againft Chrift. As we have never feen him dif- 
claitn the connexion, the lhame of it muft attach 
to him *. 

A Swifs Eiaron of the name of Grimm muft 'Grimm, 
neceflatily find his place here. He was the worthy 
friend and co-operator of Diderot, like him tra- 
velling to Pcterlbourg to form adepts, then re- 
turning to Paris, he alfo joins in his abfordities, 

>- • Voltaire to Mr. Saorin, anno 1761; and to Damilaville, 

33th December 1763. • . . 
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repeats after him, that between a man and bis dog 
there is no other difference but their drefs , and exults 
in being able to apprize Voltaire, that the Emperor 
Jofeph II. was initiated into his myfteries. 

We will terminate our lift by the German Ba»* 
ron D’Holbach, who deftitute of abilities lends 
his houfe. He had acquired at Paris, the reputa- 
tion of a lover and proteftor of the arts, nor did 
the Sophifters contribute a little to it. This was 
a doak to their meetings at his houfe. Unable 
to vie with the poet he wifhes to be the Mecenas. 
Nor is he the only perfon who has owed his 
reputation to his purfe, and to his having difpofed 
of it in favor of the Sophifters. In fpite of thefe 
pretences, fought for coloring the frequent meet- 
ings of the adepts, the public repute of thofe 
who reforted to his houfe, had thrown fuch an 
odium on him, that it was openly faid, that to 
gain admittance at his houfe, it was neceflary, as 
in Japan, tp trample on the croft. 

Such then were the members of this famous 
academy, whofe foie objedt was to corrupt the 
minds of the people and prepare the way to 
univerfal apoftacy, under the pretext of their hap- 
pinefs, public ceconomy, or the love and advance- 
ment of the arts. Here are fifteen of its members 
wmclTVe have mentioned, Voltaire, D’Alembert, 
Diderot, Helvetius, Turgot, Condorcet, La Haipe, 
the keeper of the feals Lamoignon, Damilaville, 

Thiriot, 
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Thiriot, Saurin, the Count D’Argental, Grimm, 
the Baron D’Holbach, and the unfortunate Le 
Roi, who died confumed with grief and remorfe, 
for having been the fccretary to fo monftrous an 
academy. 

If at prefent we afeend back to the real founder 
of this academy, to Voltaire’s letter to Helvetius, 
already quoted, the following one to D’Alembert 
fhould be added: “ Let the Philofophers unite 
rc in a brotherhood like the Frec-Majons, let them 
«* afiemblc and fupport each other ; let them be 
“ faithful to the aflociation. Then I would let 
** myfelf be burnt for them. This Secret Aca- 
** demy will be far fuperior to that of Athens, 
«« and to all thofe of Paris. But every one thinks 
“ only for himfelf, and forgets that his moft facred 
“ duty is to cruft) the wretch .” This letter is 
dated 20th of April 1761. Confronting it with 
the declaration of Le Roi, we fee how faithfully 
the Parifian adepts had followed the plans of the 
premier chief. Often did he lament his inability 
of prefiding over their toils but at a diftance} 
and it was difficult to perfuade him, that the capi- 
tal of the moft Chriftian empire, was a proper 
feat for fo licentious an eftabliffiment. It was for 
that reafon we fee him purfuing his favorite plan 
of the philofophic colony, even after the cftablilh- 
ment of the fecret academy. But the time came 
when the direful fuccefs of the latter more than 
• cora- 
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compenfated the lofs of the former. Triumphant 
in Paris and furrounded by the adepts, he was one 
day to reap the fruits of fuch unrelenting conftancy 
in the warfare he waged during the laft half cen- 
tury againft his God. 


CHAP*. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


Of the General Progrefs of the Confpiracy throughout 
Europe. — Triumph and Death of the Chiefs. 

A S the conlpirators advanced in their arts of Hope* of 
fedu&ion, their hopes are daily heightened jfe 
by fome new fuccefs. They were already fuch, 
that a few years after the Encyclopedia had firft 
appeared, we find D’Alembert confidently writing 
to Voltaire, “ Let Philofophy alone, and in twenty 
“ years the Sorbonne, howtver much Sorbonne 
« f it may be, will outftrip Laufanne itfelf.” That 
is to fay, that in twenty years time (and this was 
written 21ft July 1757), the Sorbonne would be 
as incredulous and Antichriftian as a certain mini- 
fter of Laufanne (Voltaire himfelf) who furnilhed 
the moft impious articles that arc to be found in- 
the Encyclopedia, 

Soon after, Voltaire improving on D’Alembert, 
fays, twenty years more, and God will be in a pretty 
flight * ! That is to fay, twenty years more, and 
not an altar of the God of the Chriftians Ihall re- 
main. 

* 25th Feb. 1758. 

Vol. I. Z Every 
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Their Every thing indeed feemed to forbode the uni- 
progrefs. vcr j- a j rc jg n 0 f impiety throughout Europe. The 
diftrift which had fallen in particular to Voltaire, 
was making fueh an awful progrefs, that eight 
In 8 wit- years after he writes, that not a Jingle Cbrijlian was 
zerlaad. ^ p oan j f rom Geneva to Berne *. Every where 
elfe, to ufe his expreflions, the world was acquir- 
ing wit apace, and even fo faft, that a general re- 
in Ger- volution in ideas threatened all around . Germany 
nta ^' in particular, gave him great hopes f. Frederick, 
who as carefully watched it, as V oltaire did Switzer- 
land, writes, that “ philofophy Was beginning to 
*« penetrate even into firperftitious Bohemia, and 
** into Auflria, the former abode of fuperfti- 
u tion J.” 

In Raffia. In Ruflia the adepts gave if any thing, ftill 
greater hopes. This proteftion of the Scythians, is 
what confoles Voltaire for the pcrfecutions which 
befel the feft elfewhere ||. He could not con- 
tain himfelf for joy, when he wrote to D’Alem- 
bert how much the brethren were protected at 
Pcterfburg, and informed him, that during a jour- 
ney made by that court,' the Scythian protestors 
had each one, for his amufement, undertaken to 
tranflate a chapter Belifarius into their language : 
that the Emprefs had undertaken one herfelf, and 

* 8th Feb. 1766. f jd Feb. 1765. 

t Let. to Voltaire, 143, anno 1766. 

|| Let. to Diderot, 25 th Dee. 17 6?. 

had 
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had even been at the trouble of reviling the trans- 
lation of this work, which in France had been cen- 
iiired by the Sorbonne *. 

D’Alembert wrote, that in Spain Philofbphifm In Spain, 
was undermining the Inquifition f> and according 
to Voltaire, a great revolution was operating m 
ideas there, as well as in Italy\. A few years after In Italy, 
we find this Italy fwarming with men thinking like 
Voltaire and D’Alembert, and that their foie inte- 
reft prevented them from openly declaring for 
impiety g 

As to England they made but little doubt of its In Eng. 
falling an eafy prey. To hear them fpeak, it was lar ' d * 
overrun with Socinians who fcoffed at and hated 
Chrift, as Julian the apoftate hated and defpifed 
him, and who only differed in name from the phi- 
Jofophers §. 

Finally, according to their calculations, Bava- 
ria and Auftria alone (this was during the life- 
time of the Emprefs Queen) continued to fup- 
port the divines and defenders of religion. The 
Emprefs of Rufiia was driving them on glorioujly i 
and they were at their lajl gajp in Poland , thanks 
to the King Poniatowfki. They were already over - 

/ 

• Voltaire to D’Alembert, July 1767. 

+ 3d May, 1773. 

f Let. to Mr. Riche, ift March 1768. 

|| Voltaire to D’Alembert, 16th June 1773. 

§ Let. to the King of Pruflia, 15th Nov. 1773. 
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thrown in Pruffta^ through the care of Frederick* 
and in the north of Germany the fed daily gained 
ground, thanks to the Landgraves, Margraves* 
Dukes and Princes, adepts and prote&ors *. 

InFnnce. Far otherwife did matters Hand in France. We 
often fee the two chiefs complaining of the ob- 
ftacles they had to encounter in this empire, the 
favorite objeCt of their confpiracy. 

The perpetual appeals of the clergy, the de- 
crees of the parliaments, the very a£ts of autho- 
rity which the minifters, though friendly to the 
qonfpirators, were obliged to exert in order to 
hide their predelidtion, were not totally ineffectual. 
The bulk of the nation ftill remained attached to 
its faith. That numerous clafs called the people, 
in fpite of all the intrigues of the fecret academy, 
ftill flocked to the altar on days of folemnity. In 
the higher claffes, numerous were the exceptions 
to be made of thofe who ftill loved religion. In- 
dignant at fo many obftacles, Vdltaire would per- 
petually ftimulate hi§ countrymen, whom he con- 
temptuoufly calls his poor Velches. Sometimes how- 
ever he was better pleafed with them, and would 
write to his dear Marquis V illevieille, “ The people 
“ are mighty foolijh, neverthelefs Pbilofophifm maker 
" its way down to them. . Be well affured for in- 
“ ftance, that there are not twenty people in 

• Voltaire to D’Alembert, ill Sept. 1767. 

“ Geneva 
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** Geneva who would not abjure Calvin as footi 
" as they would the Pope, and that many phi- 
** iofophefs are to be found in Paris behind the 
" counter*.” But generally fpeaking, his com- 
plaints about France predominate in his correfpon- 
dence with the confpirators j fometimes he would 
defpair of ever feeing Philofophy triumph there. 
D’Alembert, on the fpot, judged of matters very 
differently, and though every thing did not anfwer 
his wishes, neverthelefs he thought himfelf autho- 
rifed to flatter Voltaire, that though philofophy 
might receive a temporary check , it never could be got 
the better of\ % 

About the period when D’Alembert writes this, 
it was but too true that Philofophifm could flatter 
i tie If with the iiopes of triumphing over the attach* 
ment of the French nation to their religion. Du- 
ring the laft ten or twelve years, impiety had made 
a dreadful progrefs, the colleges had fent forth a 
new generation educated by new mailers, and 
they were nearly void of all knowledge, and par- 
ticularly deftitute of religion or piety. It per- 
'fedtly coincided with Condorcet’s expreflion, that 
Philofophifm had dejeended from the thrones of the 
■North into the very univerfities J. The religious 
generation was nearly extinct, and the revealed 

• 20th Dec. 1768. t 25th Jan. 1776. 

J See Ms Preface to Ms edition of Pafchal’s Thoughts. 
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truths were obliged to give place to the empty 
founds of reafon, philofophy, prejudices, and fuch 
like. In the higher claifes impiety made large 
{hides, whether at court or in tht tribunals j from 
the capital it gained the provinces, and the mafter 
{hows the example to the fervant. Every body 
would be a Philofopher, whether minifter or ma- 
giftrate, foldier or author. He that wilhed to fol- 
low his religion, was expofed to all the farcaftic 
irony of the Sophifters, and that particularly among 
the great, where it required as much courage to 
profels one’s religion, fince the confpiracy, as it did 
audacity and rafhnefs to declare one’s {elf an 
Atheift before. 

Voltaire was at that time in his eighty-fourth 
year. After fo long an abfcnce, and always under 
the power and lafh of the law, he {hould only have 
appeared publicly in Paris, to controvert thofe im- 
pieties, which had brought the animadverfion of the 
parliament on him. D’Alembert and his academy' 
refolve to overcome that obftacle. In fpite of re- 
ligion they ealily fucceed, and minifters, chiefly 
adepts, abuftng the clemency of Lewis XVI. obtain 
the recal of this premier chiefj under pretence 
that this aged man had been fufficiently punifhed 
by his long exile, and that in favor of his literary 
trophies, his failings might be over-looked. It 
was agreed that the laws Ihould be lilent with re- 
gard to him on his approach to Paris } the magi- 
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ftratcs fcemed to have forgotten the decree they 
had palled againft him. This was all the con- 
fpiratprs wifhed. Voltaire arrives in Paris, he 
receives the homage of the fed, and his arrival 
conftitutes their triumphal day. This man, bend- 
ing under the weight of years, fpent in an unre- 
lenting warfare, whether public or private, againft 
Chriftianity, is received in the capital of his moft 
Chriftian Majefty, amidft thofe acclamations which 
were wont to announce the arrival of the favorite 
child of victory returning from the arduous toils 
pf war. 

Whitherfoever Voltaire bent his fteps, a croud 
of adepts, and the gazing multitude. Hocked to 
meet him. All the academies celebrate his ar- 
rival, and they celebrate it in the Louvre, in the 
palace of the kings, where Lewis XVI. is one day 
to be a prifoner and vidim to the occult and 
deepeft confpiracies of the Sophifters. The the- 
atres decreed their crowns to the impious chief i 
entertainments in his honor, rapidly fucceed each 
other. Intoxicated with the incenfe of the adepts, 
through pride he fears to fink under it. In the 
jnidft of thefe coronations and acclamations, he 
exclaimed, Tou. then voijb to make me expire with 
glory ! — Religion alone mourned at this fight, and Hisdeath. 
vengeance hung over his head. The impious 
man had feared to die of glory, but rage and de- 
fpair was to forward his laft hour (till more than 
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his great age. In the midft of his triumphs, a 
' violent hemorrhage raifed apprehenfions for his life. 
D’Alembert, Diderot and Marmontel, haftcned to 
fupport his refolution in his laft moments, but were 
only witnefles to their mutual ignominy as well as 
to his own. 

Here let not the hiftorian fear exaggeration. 
Rage, remorfe, reproach and blafphemy, all ac- 
company and characterize the long agony of the 
dying Atheift. This death, the moft terrible 
that is ever recorded to have ftrucken the im- 
pious man, will not be denied by his companions 
of impiety; their filence, however much they may 
wilh to deny it, is the leaft of thofe corroborative 
proofs, which could be adduced. Not one of the 
Sophifters has* ever dared to mention any fign 
given, of refolution or tranquillity, by the pre- 
mier chief, during the fpace of three months, which 
elapfed from the time he was crowned at the the- 
atre, until his deceafe. Such a filence expreffes, 
how great their humiliation was in his death. 

It was on his return from the theatre, and in 
the midft of the toils he ivas refuming, in order to 
acquire frefh applaufe, when Voltaire was warned, 
that the long career of his impiety was drawing to 
. an end. 

In fpite of all the Sophifters, flocking around 
him, in the firft days of his illnefs he gave ligns of 
wilhing to return to the God he had fo often blaf- 

phemed. 
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phemed. He calls for the priefts who miniftered 
to Him whom he had fwom to crujh , under the ap- 
pellation of the wretch. His danger encreafing, 
he wrote the following note to the Abbe Gaultier. 

“ You had promiled me, Sir, to come and hear 
“ me. I intreat you would take the trouble of 
** calling as foon as poffible. Signed \ Voltaire. 

“ Paris, the a6th Feb. 1778.” 

A few days after he wrote the following de- ✓ 
daration, in prefence of the fame Abbe Gaultier, 
the Abbe Mignot and the. Marquis de VilleVieille, 
copied from the minutes depolitcd with Mr. Mo- 
met, notary at Paris. 

** 1, the underwritten, declare, that for thefe 
« four days paft, having been afflicted with a vo- 
rt miting of blood, at the age of eighty-four, and 
«* not having been able to drag myfelf to the 
** church, the Rev. the Reftor of St. Sulpice, 

** having been pleated to add to his good works, 

«* that of lending to me the Abbe Gaultier, a 
u prieft ; I confcfled to him, and if it pleafes God 
** to difpofe of me, I die in the Holy Catholic 
“ Church , in which .1 was born } hoping that the 
“ divine mercy, will deign to pardon all my faults : 1 

« if ever I have fcandalized the Church, I aflc 
M pardon of God and of the Church, id March 
“ 1778. Signed , Voltaire : in prelence of the 
** Abbe Mignot my nephew, and the Marquis de 
“ Villcvicille my. friend.” 

After 
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After the two witnefles had ligned this decla- 
ration, Voltaire added thefe words, copied from 
the lame minutes : u The Abbe Gaultier, my 
“ confeflor, having apprized me, that it was faid 
** among a certain fet of people, I fhould proteft 
“ againft every thing I did at my death ; I declare 
'( I never made fuch a fpeech, and that it is an old 
" jell: attributed, long fince, to many of the learned, 
** more enlightened than I am.” 

Was this declaration a frelh inftance of his former 
hypocrify f Unfortunately, after the explanations we 
have feen him give of his exterior ads of religion, 
might there not be room for doubt ? Be that as ic 
may, this is a public homage, paid to that religion 
in which he declared he meant to die, notwith- 
ftanding his having perpetually confpired againft 
it, during his life. This declaration is alfo ligned 
by that fame friend and adept the Marquis ‘de 
Villevieille to whom eleven years before, Voltaire 
was wont to write, “ Conceal your march from the 
** enemy in your endeavours to crulhthe wretch *.’* 
Voltaire had permitted this declaration to 
be carried to the re&or of St. Sulpice, and to the 
Ar-chbilhop of Paris, to know whether it would 
be fufficient. When the AbW Gaultier returned 
with the anfwer, it was impoflible for him to gain 
admittance to the patient. The confpirators had 

• 37th April 17 67. 
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drained every nerve to hinder the chief from con- 
taminating his recantation, and every avenue was 
fliut to the prieft, which Voltaire himfelf had 
fent for. The demons haunted every accefs ; rage 
fucceeds to fury, and fury to rage again during 
the remainder of his life. Then it was that 
D'Alembert, Diderot, and about twenty others of 
the confpifators, who had befet his apartment, 
never approached him, but to witnefs their own 
ignominy, and often he would curfe them and 
exclaim, “ Retire, it is you that have brought 
fC me to my prefent ftate j begone, 1 could have 
“ done without you all, but you could not exift 
“ without me, and what a wretched glory have you 
4 ‘ procured me !” 

Then would fucceed the horrid remembrance 
of his confpiracyj they could hear him, the prey 
of anguilh and dread, alternatively fupplicating 
or blafpheming that God whom he had confpired 
againft, and in plaintive accents would he cry out, 
OhChrifti Oh Jefus Chrift ! And then complain 
chat he was abandoned by God and man. The 
hand which had traced in ancient writ the ientence 
of an impious reeling king, leemed to trace 
before his eyes Crush then, do crush the 
wretch. In vain he turned his head away, the time 
was coming apace when he was to appear before 
the tribunal of him he had blasphemed, and his 

phyficians. 
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D’Alem- 
bert fuc- 
ceeds 
him. 


phyficians, particularly Mr. Tronchin, calling in to 
adminifter relief, thunderftruck retire, declaring 
the death of the impious man to be terrible indeed. 
The pride of the confpirators would willingly 
have fupprefled thefe declarations, but it was in 
vain : the Marcfchal de Richelieu flies from the 
bed-fide declaring it to be a light too terrible to 
bo foftained, and Mr. Tronchin, that the furies 
of Oreftes could give but a faint idea of thofe of 
Voltaire. 

Thus died on the 30th of May 1778, rather 
worn out by his own fury than by the weight of 
years,' the molt unrelenting confpirator againft 
Chriftianity, that had been feen fince the time of 
the apoftles. His perfecution longer and more 
perfidious than thofe of NerO or Diocielian had 
yet only produced apoftates, but they were more 
numerous than the martyrs made in the former 
perfecutions. 

The confpirators in lofing Voltaire, had loft 
everything on the fide of talents; but his arms 
of impiety they had remaining in hi* numerous 
writings. The arts and cunning of D'Alembert 
proved more than a fupcedaneum to the genius 
of their deceafed founder, and he is proclaimed 
chief. The fecret committee of education in 
Paris, the country conventicles and the correfpon- 
dcncc with the village fchool -matters owed their 
. origin 
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origin to him. He continued to direct the works 
of the fecret academy, in the propagation of im- 
piety, until called upon to appear before that lame 
God who had already judged Voltaire. He died He d iet. 
five years after his patron, that is in November 
1783. Left remorfe lhould compel him to fimilar 
recantations, which had fo much humbled the 
left, Condorcet undertook to render him inac- 
ceffit>le; if not to repentance and remorfe, at 
leaft to all who might have availed themfelves 
of his homage done to religion. 

When the Reftor of St.^ Germain’s, in quality 
of paftor prefented himfelf, Condorcet, like to 
the devil who watches over his prey, ran to the door 
and barred his entrance ! Scarce had the breath 
left his body when the pride of Cdndorcet betray*, 
his fecret. D’Alembert really had felt that re- 
morfe which mult have been common to him 
with Voltaire; he was on the eve of fending, as 
the only method of reconciliation, for a minifter 
of that fame Chrift againft whom he had alfo 
‘confpired; but Condorcet ferocioufly combated 
thefe laft figns of repentance in the dying Sophifter, 
and he gloried in having forced him to expire in 
final impenitence. The whole of this odious 
conftift is comprized in one horrid fentence ; when 
Condorcet announced the. deceafe of D Alem- 
bert and was relating the circumftanccs, he did 

not 
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not blu(h to add. Had I not been there he would 
have flinched alfo *. 

Frederick Frederick alone had fucceeded or pretended to 
have fucceeded in perfuading himfelf that death 
was but an eternal deep f. And he alone appears 
to have been an exception from among the chiefs 
of the confpiracy, witK Whom the approach of 
death had fubftituted, in lieu of their pretended 
hatred for the wretch, the fear of his judgments. 

Diderot that hero of Atheifm, that confpi- 
rator who long fince had carried his audacity 
againft his Chrift and his God, to infanity $ Dide- 
rot I fay, is he who was neareft to a true recon- 
ciliation. This is another of thofc myfteries of 
iniquity carefully hidden by the Antichriftian con- 
fpirators, 

• Hillorical Diflionary, Article D’Alembert. It is true that 
Condorcet, for ry to have inadvertantly revealed the fecret of 
his alTociate’s remorfe, fought to dellroy the effe£i of it. it 
is true, that queltioned another time on the circumftances 
of D’Alembert’s death, he anfwered in his philofophic; jargon, 
that ht did not die like a coward. In fine it is true that in his 
firft letter to the King of Pruffia, in date of the Z2d Nov. 
1783, he reprefents D’Alembert dying with a tranquil cou- 
rage, and with his ufual ftrength and prefence of mind. But 
it was too late to lead Frederick into error on that fubjeft, 
as the adept Grimm had already written. That Jkknefs had 
. great lj weakened D' Alembert' s mind in bis loft moments ( 1 Ith 
of November 1783.) 

Vide fupra. 

When 
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When the Emprefs of Ruflia pur chafed Dide- 
rot’s library, Ihe left him the ufe of it during 
his life. Her munificence had enabled him to have 
near his perfoii, in quality of librarian, a young 
man who was far from partaking in his impiety. 
Diderot liked him much, and he had particularly 
endeared himfelf by the attentions he had fhown 
Diderot during his laft illnefs. It was he who 
generally dreffed the wounds in his legs. Terri- 
fied at' the fymptons he perceived, the young 
man runs to acquaint a worthy ecdefiaftic, the 
Abbe Lemoine, then refident at the houfe called 
the Foreign Millions, Rue du Bac Fauxbourg, 
St. Germain. By his advice the young man prays 
during half an hour in a church, begging of Al- 
mighty God, that he will dire ft him in what he 
fhould fay or do, to enfure the falvation of one, 
who though he detefted his impieties, he could 
never lofe .fight of as his benefaftor. Riling 
from his prayers he returns to Diderot and the 
lame day when drefling his wounds, he Ipoke as 
follows: * 

“ Mr. Diderot, you fee me this day more anxi- 
“ ous than ever on your fate, do not be furprifed, 
** I am aware how much I am indebted to you, 
“ it is by your kindnefs that I fubfift, you have 
" deigned to lhow greater confidence in me than 
** I had reafon to expeft. I cannot prove un- 
** grateful, I lhould for ever accufe myfelf of in- 
' “ gratitude. 
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*« gratitude, were I to hide the danger, which 
“ your wounds declare you to be in. Mr. Dide- 
** rot, you may have difpofitions to make, and 
“ above all you have precautions to take, for the 
** world you are about to enter. I am but a young 
" man J know; but are you certain that your 
** philofophy has not left you a foul to lave ? I 
“ have no doubt of it, and it is impoflible for 
“ me to re fled on it, and not warn my benefador 
“ to avoid the eternal misfortune which may await ' 
«* him. See, fir, you have yet fufficient time 
** left, and excufe an advice which gratitude and 
“ your friendlhip forces from me.” " 

Diderot heard the young man with attention, and 
even melted into tears, thanked him for his frank - 
nefs and the concern he had Ihown for him. He 
promifed to confider and to refled what line of 
condud he lhould hold in a lituation which he 
owned to be. of the greateft importance. 

The young man waited his decifion with the 
greateft impatience, and the firft figns were con- 
formable to his wilhes. He ran to inform the 
Abbe Lenjoine that Diderot alked to fee a clergy- 
man, and the Abbe direded him to Mr. de Terfac, 
Redor of St. Sulpice. Mr. de Terfac waited 
on Diderot and had feveral conferences with him, 
he was preparing a public recantation of his paft 
errors, but unfortunately he was watched by the 
conlpirators. The vifit of a prieft to Diderot 

had 
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Had given the alarm to the Sophiften, who would 
have thought themfelves di (honored by the de- 
relidion of io important a chief. They fuiround 
him, they perdiade him that he is impofed upon, 
that his health is not in fo bad a (late; and that a 
little country air would immediately recover him. 
Diderot was for a long time deaf to all the argu- 
ments Phiiofophifm could invent, but at length 
contented to try at leaft the country air. Hit 
departure is kept fccrec and the wretches who 
carry him away, knew that his lad hour was ap- 
proaching faft. The Sophiders who were in the 
plot pretended to think him dill in Paris, and the 
whole town is milled by daily reports; while thofe 
jailors who had feized on his porfon, watched him 
till they had leen him expire; then continuing 
their horid duplicity they bring back the lifelels 
corpfe to Paris and fpread the report that he had 
died fuddenly at table. He expired the 2d of 
July 1784, and was reprefented as hating died 
calm, in all his Atheifm, without giving any figns 
of temorle. The public are again mifled and thus 
many are corroborated in their impiety, who 
might have followed the example, of this chief, 
had he not by the mod unheard-of cruelty, been 
deprived of all fpiritual relief in his lad moments. 

Thus in the whole of this conlpiracy, from 
its origin to the death of its fir ft promoters, we 
have feen but one continued chain of cunning, art 

Vol. I. A a and 
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and fedu&ion ; of the blacked;, failed and mod 
difgufting means employed in that tremendous art 
of feducing the people. It was on thefe horrid 
arts that Voltaire, D’Alembert and Diderot had 
built all their hopes of working the univcrfal 
apoftacy, and in their laft moments they are a prey 
to thefe very arts. In that awful moment when 
glory vanilhes and that the empty name they had 
acquired by their deceit is no more, the difciple 
of fedudtion lords it over his mafter. When their 
realon calls on them to make ufe of that liberty, 
(lb much cried up when oppofed to their God) to 
reconcile themfelves with him they had Maf- 
phemed, even to their very remorfe, is facrificed 
to the vanity of their fchool: when it calls on 
them to ufe that courage they had fhown when 
blafpheming, it fails them in their repentance, 
and they fhow none but the flavifh fymptoms 
of weaknefs and fear. Under the fubjedion of 
their adepts, they expire fettered in thofe chains 
which they themfelves had forged, and confumed 
by that impiety, which their hearts then abhorred. 

At the time of their death, hatred to Chriftianity 
and the confpiracy againft the altar, was not the only 
object of their fchool. Voltaire had been the father 
of the Sophifters of impiety, and he lived to be the 
premier chief of the Sophifters of rebellion. He 
had faid to his firft adepts, “ Let us crufh the altar, 
“ let the temples be deftroyed and let not a tingle 

“ worfbippcr 
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** worfhipper be left to the God of the Chriftians j” 
and his fchool foon re-echoed with the cry of, 
f ‘ Let us break the feeptres, let the thrones be de- 
ft ftroyed, and let not a Angle fubjeft be left to the 
“ kings of the earth.” It is from their mutual fuc- 
cefs, the combined revolution is to be generated, 
which grafping the hatchet, fhall in France over- 
throw the altar and the -throne, murder 'the pon- 
tiffs, ftrike off the head of the monarch, and proudly 
menace the kings of the earth and all Chriftian 
altars, with a fimilar fate. — We have now given 
the hiftory of the plots and of the means of the 
Antichristian Conspiracy, or of the Sopbifters 
/ of Impiety. Before we begin that of the Anti- 
monarchial Conspiracy, or of the Sopbifters 
of Rebellion , let us reflect on the extraordinary 
illufion Philofophifm has put upon all nations, 
which may be confidered as having been one of 
the moft powerful agents of the fe&. 



j 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Of the great Delufion which rendered the Confpiracy 
againft the Altar Jo fuccefsful. 

I N the firft part of theft Memoirs on Jacobi- 
nilm, our objeft was to demonftrate the ex- 
iftence, to unmalk the chiefs and deduce the means 
and progrcfs of a confpiracy, planned and executed 
by men, known by the name of Philofophers, 
againft the Chriftian religion, without diftinftion 
of Proteftantifm or Catholicity, without even ex- 
cepting thofc numerous lefts which had fprung up 
in England or Germany, or in any other part of 
the univerfal world, provided they did but adore 
the God of Chriftians. To unfold this myftery of 
impiety, we had promifed to adduce our proofs 
folely from their own records, that is from their 
letters, writings or avowals, and we flatter our- 
felves with having given real hiftorical dcmonftra- 
tion of it, fufficient to convince the reader, the 
moft difficult of conviftion. Let us for a moment 
examine what pretenlions its authors could have 
had to be ftyled Philosophers, a name which 
gave them fo much weight in their confpiracy. 

The 
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The generality of men attending rather to words 
than things, this affe&ation of dominion overwifdom 
and reafon, proved a very fuccefeful weapon in 
their hands. Had they called the mfelves unbelievers 
or the declared enemies of Chriftianity, Voltaire 
and D’Alembert would have been the execration 
of all Europe, while only calling therofelves Phi- 
losophers, they are miftaken for fuch. Is not 
their fchool to this day, venerated by many as 
that ofPhilofophy, notwithftanding the numerous 
maffacres, and all the horrid difafters which we 
have feen naturally flowing from their confpiracy. 

And every man who will adopt their way of think- 
ing on religion, ftyles himfelf a Philofopher ! - 

This is a delufion of more confequence than can Delnfion 
be imagined, and has carried the number of adepts 
perhaps farther than any other of their artifices, lofophy. 
As long as their fchool fhall be miftaken for that 
of reafon, numberiefs will be the thoughtlefsperfons 
who, pretending to depth of thought, will adopt 
the fentiments of a Voltaire or a Diderot, of a 
D’Alembert or a Condorcet, and confpire like 
them againft the altar ; and that difaftrous blaft 
will once more fpread around the throne, and over 
all the orders of focicty.— Their oaths, their 
willies and their plots have been laid open ; 
whence then are their pretenfions to wifdom ? Is 
it not the hiftorian’s duty to tear off that mafk of 
hypocrily, which has milled fuch numbers of 

A a 3 adepts. 
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adepts, who miferably feeking to (bar above the 
vulgar, have only funk into impiety, gazing after 
this pretended Philofophy. The empty founds 
of Rea/on, Philofophy and fVifdom , have made them 
believe themfelves infpired, when like Voltaire, 
' they hated or delpifed the religion of Chrift. But 
it is time they fhould know that they have only 
been the dupes of defigning men. Let them 
hearken, the numerous proofs we have adduced, 
give us a right to be heard when we tell them, 
“ that at the fchool of the confpirators they have 
** miftaken the leffons of hatred and phrenzy, for 
“ thofe of reafon j they have been the dupes of 
" folly and madnels, under the cloak of reafon ; 
u of ignorance, under the pretence of fcicnce; of 
“ vice and depravity, under the malk of virtue, 
*.* and their zeal for Philofophy, ftill makes them 
“ err through all the tortuous windings of wicked- 
<c nefs and impiety.” We do not pretend, in 
holding fuch language, to difpute the talents of 
the premier chief. That his poetic genius Ihouftt 
enjoy itfelf in fiftions, on the banks of Parnafiusj 
or on the heights of Pindus, is much to be ad- 
mired ; but is he for that, to fobftitute thofe fic- 
tions for truths ? The greater his genius, the left 
y/c are aftonifhed to fee him entangled, when he 
has once adopted error. If ftupidity can never 
attain to genius, the genius that dares to foar above 
reafon, is not for that the lefs vdthin the regions of 

delirium. 
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delirium. In a raging fever, will not your 
ftrength be redoubled, but what more humbling 
light for man ! Where then the excufe of genius 
or of talents in the Sophifter confpiring againft his 
God ? Can the adepts, who believe their mafter 
to be a Philofopher even to his laft moments, ad- 
mire that frantic rage in which he expired ? But 
firft let them tell us what other titles he may have 
to the empire of reafon. 

What Philofbphy can there be in that extraor- 
dinary hatred which Voltaire had fworn againft the 
God of Chriftianity ? That a Nero fhould have 
fworn to crulh the Chriftians and their God, may 
be explained, becaufe the idea could only have 
been that of a cruel monfter. That a Diocletian 
fhould have fworn it, may be underftood, becaule 
the idolatrous tyrant thought to appcafe the anger 
of his gods and avenge their glory. That a Ju- 
lian, mad enough to reftore the worfhip of idols, 
ihould have fworn it, appears only to have been 
a confequence of his former delirium. But that 
a pretended fage, who neither believes in the God 
of the Chriftians, nor in the Gods of the Pagans, 
and that knows not in what God » to believe, 
fhould vent all his rage and fury precifely againft 
Chrift, is one of thofe phenomenons of modern 
Philofophifm, which can be explained but as the 
delirium of the impidus man. 

A a 4 I do 
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I do not pretend by this to exclude from the 
fchool of real'on every one who is not fortunate 
enough to be within the pale of Chriftianity j let 
that man rank with an Epiftetus or a Seneca, or 
before the Chriftian aera, with a Socrates or a 
Plato, who has been unfortunate enough not to 
have known the proofs of Chriftianity. But this 
real Philofophy of reafon fought, what Voltaire 
has confpired to deftroy. The greateft of Socra- 
tes’s difciples pants for the coming of that juft man 
who (hall diflipate the darknefs and the doubts of 
the fage j I hear him exclaim, “ Let him come 
“ that man, let him come who will teach us our 
“ duties towards die Gods, and our duty towards 
“ man. Let him come incefiantly > I am ready 
“ to obey whatever he may ordain, and I hope he 
“ will make me a better man Such is the lan- 
guage of the Philofophy of reafon. I think I 
behold him again, when in the hittemefs of his 
heart he forefees, that fhould this juft roan appear 
upon earth, he would be fcoffed at by the wicked, 
buffeted and icourged, treated in a word as the . 
outcaft of men f. That man has appeared lb much' 
fought for by the Pagan Philofopher, and the con- 
fpiring Sophifters, a D’Alembert or a Voltaire, 
fcek to crufh him and yer pretend to the Philo- 

• Plato in hU fecond Alcibiadcs, 
f Ibid. 
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fophy of reafon. Let their difciples anfwer for 
than. If in the fon of Mary they will not acknow- 
ledge the Son of the Eternal Father, let them own 
him at leaft to be that juft man fought for by 
Plato — what then are their pretenfions to the Phi- 
lofophy of reafon in confpiring againft him? If 
die awful teftimony of the fun being darkened, the 
dead riling from their graves, the veil of the 
temple being rent, cannot convince them; let them 
at leaft admire the moft holy, the jufteft of men, 
the prodigy of goodnefs and meeknefs, the apoftle 
of every virtue, the wonder of opprefled inno- 
cence praying for his executioners — where then is 
their Philofophy when they confpire againft the 
Son of Man ? Yes, Philofophy they had, but it 
was that of the Jews, that of the fynagogue, whence 
iffued thole blafphemous cries of, “ Crucify him, 
“ crucify him !” or crujb the wretch l Judas him* 
felf confeflVs him to be the juft man, and fhall he 
approach to perfection when compared to their 
fchool of modern Philofophy. Oh, what a Phi- 
lofophy 1 that after feventeen centuries repeats the 
blafphemous cries which refbunded in the courts of 
Pilate or Herod, againft the Holy of Holies !— 
In vain fhall the difciple deny the hatred of Vol- 
taire againft the ferjon of Christ ; does he 
not particularly diftinguilh Damilaville for that 
hatred, - does he not fign himfelf Cbrift-moque 
(Chrift-fcoffer), juft as he terminates his letters by 

crufb 
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<rujb the wretch, or talks of the Cbrifticole fupeT- 
ftition*? Yet whilft the Sophiftcr denies the power 
of Chrift, he cannot refufe acknowledging his 
wifdonrii his goodnefs, and his virtue. 

But they may objeft, that it is not fo much at 
the perfon as at the religion of Chrift they aim 
their blows. Where then is the Philofophy in at- 
tacking a religion whofe effence is to enforce every 
virtue, and condemn every vice. Either before 
or after Chrift, has there ever appeared a Philofb- 
pher, who has even formed the idea of a virtue of 
which this religion does not give the precept or 
fet the example ? Js there a crime or a vice which 
it does not condemn and reprobate ? Has the world 
ever feen a fage, imprefling fuch divine do&rines 
with more powerful motives ? Either before or 
fince Chrift, did there ever exift laws more con- 
ducive to the interior happinefs of families, or to 
that of empires ? Laws that teach men the reci- 
procal ties of affection j laws in fhort that more 
peremptorily command us to afford each other 
mutual affxftance ? Let the Philofopher appear who 
pretends to perfedt this religion ; let him be heard 
and judged. But (hould he, like Voltaire and his 
adepts, only feek to deftroy it, let him be com- 
prifed in the common fentence of madman, and of 
enemy to humanity. . 

* Letter to the Marq. D’Argence, ad March 1763. 
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• It is only at the altars, at the myfteries of that 
religion, and not at the morality of it, they aim 
their blows. — In the firft place that is not true, as 
we have already feen and lhall fee again. Their 
attack was common on the morality of the Gofpel, 
as well as on the myfteries or the altars of Chri- 
ftianity.— - But had it been true, what is there to 
be found in thefe myfteries, fufficient to ren- 
der the Chriftian religion fo hateful in the eyes 
of the PhUofopher ? Do any of them favor the 
crimes and faults of men ? Do any of them coun- 
teract his affeCtion for his neighbour, or render him 
left attentive to his own duties, lefs faithful to 
fjritendfhip or gratitude, or left attached to his 
country ? Is there a Angle myftery which does not 
elevate the Chriftian, ftimulate his admiration for 
his God, or fpur him on to his own happinefs, and 
to the love of his neighbours ? The fon of God 
expiring on a croft, to open the gates of heaven to 
man, to teach him what he has to dread, fhould 
he by his crimes, be unfortunate enough to clofe 
them again. The bread of angels, given only to 
(hofe who have purified themlelves from the droft 
of fin : thofe words pronounced on the man re- 
penting of his crimes, and firmly purpofing ra- 
ther to die than to fall into them anew. The 
awful fight of a God who comes to judge the 
living and the dead j to call to him thofe who have 
loved, cloathed and fed their brethren, while he 
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calls into eternal flames the ambitious man, the 
traitor and the tyrant ; the hard-hearted rich, the 
bad fervant, and the violator of the nuptial tie. 
Lallly, all perfons who have not loved and helped 
their neighbour. Are all thefe, I lay, myfteries 
at which the philofopher Ihould direct his 
hatred, or can realbn, on fuch a plea, authoriie 
his confpiracy againft the religion of the Chri- 
Ilians. 

Should Voltaire and his difeipks refute to be- 
lieve thefe myfteries , does it import to them that 
other people Ihould not equally dilbelieve them. 
Is the Chriltian more dangerous to them becaule 
he that forbids me to injure my brother, is the 
fame God before whom we are both one day to ap- 
pear in judgment. Is that God lefs tremendous 
to the wicked, or lefs favorable to the juft, be- 
caufe on his word we believe him to be one in 
elfence, though three in perfons ? This hatred of 
Voltaire mull be a phrenzy which the very infidels 
themfelves, could not ground on fuch pretexts. 
What frantic' rage mull it be that blinds the So- 
phiftefs, when in contradiction with themfelves, 
they applaud the toleration of the ancient Philofb- 
phers, who, though dilbelieving the myfteries of 
Paganifm, never attempted to rob the people of 
their religion ; whilft on the other fide they irr- 
ceflantly confpire againft Chriflianity under pre- 
tence that it contains myfteries. 

Another 
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Another objettion not kfs extravagant, b that 
againft RtoelalitH itfelf. It is God* they fay, 
whom the Chriftians declare to have fpokenf 
hence there can be no further liberty of opinion in 
man on matters of faith. The Sophifter of liberty 
and equality is then authorifed to rife in arms againft 
Chriftianity and its myftcries. Such are their ar- 
guments. But to what lengths does their phrenfy 
carry them ? Voltaire, D’Alembert, and Diderot, 
confpire to overthrow every altar, Roman or Luthe- 
ran, Calvinift or Anglican, and that in order to 
avenge the rights of liberty and toleration in mat- 
ters of faith. What bedlamite idea b thb ? Can 
reafon be traced through plots and confpiracies, of 
which the fok tendency is the overthrow of the 
Univcrfal religion of Europe, under pretence of 
liberty of worfhip: we hare heard Voltaire invok- 
ing Belerophons and Hercukffes to his aid, to 
truth the God of the Chriftians j D’Alembert, 
exprefling the frantic with of feeing' a whole na- 
tion annihilated for its attachment to that God 
and hit worfhip j have we not feen them for half a 
century paft, meanly confpiring and ufing all the 
artifice of cunning intrigue to rob the world of 
its religion ? And becaufe they utter the empty 
founds of liberty, sqjiA.LiTY, and toleration, 
you will miftalte their voice for that of Philofo- 
jphy !— Far from tu the idea of fuch Philofophy ; 
terms chemielves muft have been changed, for this 

muft 
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muft be extravagance and abfurdity ; and is nor 
fuch reason madneftand phrenzy ? Such mull; be 
the explanation of thcfc words to expound the 
reason and philosophy of a Voltaire or a 
D’Alembert, confpiring to crulh the religion of 
Chriit. 

I could wifli not to have to mention Frederick 
again. I refled: that he was a king ; but alas ! he 
is alfo the royal Sophifter. Let us then examine 
how far philofophy mifled him, and whether his 
wifdom extended beyond the genius of the mean- 
eft adept. 

Frederick wrote, but why ? It is a problem. 
Was it to impofe on the public, or to delude him- 
felf ? decide it who can. Probably for both, which 
he feems to have fucceeded in. Frederick would 
fometimes write in favor of Toleration, and he, 
was believed to be tolerant. In the Monthly Re-* 
view , October 17 9+, page 154, we fee him cried 
up as a model of toleration, and the following paf- 
fage of his works is quoted : " I never will con- 
“ ftrain opinions on matters of religion. I dread 
“ religious wars above all others. I have been fo 
“ fortunate that none of the lefts who reflde in 
“ in my Hates, have ever difturbed civil order. 
** We muft leave to the people the objefts 1 of 
“ their belief, the form of their devotion, their 
** opinions, and even their prejudices. It is for this 
“ reafon I have tolerated priefts and monks, ik 
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“ spite of Voltairt and D’Alembert, who have 

“ QUARRELLED WITH ME ON THIS HEAD. I have 

" the greateft veneration for all our modern Phi- 
“ lofophers, but indeed I am compelled to ac- 
“ knowlege that a general toleration is not 
“ the predominant virtue in tbefe gentlemen. ” From 
this the editors draw many excellent conclufions 
by objecting the wifdom of Frederick’s do&rine 
to the atrocious perfecutions and ferocious intol- 
leration of the French Sophifters ; but the reader 
who has leen him ftimulate thefe fame Philofo- 
phers to overthrow the altar, to crujb the wretch: 
who has feen him trace the plan lb much admired 
by Voltaire as that of a Great Captain for the 
deftruftion of the priefts and monks, in order 
to attack the bilhops and to compafs the over- 
throw of religion*: who has heard him decide 
that -the Antichriftian Revolution, which he fo 
much longed to fee, could only be accomplilhed 
by a fwperior force and that the fentence which was 
diftnitively to crufb religion was to iffue from govern- 
ment j- ; will the reader I fay, recognize the tole- 
ration of the fophiftical monarch ! No, he will 
pals the fame judgment on the Sophifter which 
the editors have paired on the difciples of that 
ichool. « When such men tell us their object 
“ is to carry into praSice all the perfection of Theory, 

• Vide Copra, Chap. VI. 

f 24th March 1767, 13th Augult 177$. 
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u we know not which we ought principally to 
“ feel our disgust or indignation.” But let 
us revere the monarch, let us vent our indigna- 
tion againft that frantic PWlofophifm which involves 
in darknefs the royal adept on his throne, as it did 
his mailers in their frnhedritns and lecret aca- 
demies, eradicating from man every fymptom of 
reafon. 

If any thing could paint the felly of the maftcn 
in Itronger colors, it would be that empty pride 
of the adepts at the period when they look upon 
the grand objeft of their conlpiracy to be accom- 
plilhed. Religion was mourning over her altars 
overthrown,, her temples profaned; when Con- 
dorcet exalting tfrf triumph of- Voltaire, exdaims: 
*« Here at length it is permitted openly to pro- 
“ claim the right, fo long difuled, of reducing 
“ all opinions to the ftandard of our own reafon i 
“ that is to lay, to employ, in order to attain to 
<f truth, the only implement that has been given 
“ us to recognize it. Man learns with a certain 
" pride, that he is not defigned by nature to 
" believe on the affirmation of others; and the 
** fuperftitions of antiquity, the degradation of 
“ reafon in the phrenly of -a fupematural frith, 
“ are vamlhed from fbciety as diey were from 
“ Philofophy 

* Sketch on the Progrefs of Mind, epoch 9. 

Condor- 
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Condorcet when writing thefe words no doubt 
tncant to defcribe the triumph of reafon, over 
revelation and over the whole Chriftian religion* 
The adepts applaud, and like him, believe in the 
pretended triumph of reafon. But it had not lels 
caufe than religion to mourn over fuch triumphs* 
Was it then, to reinftate man in the right of bfing- 
ing his opinions to the teft of reafon , that the So- 
phifters had with unrelenting fury confpired againft 
the religion of Chrift ? What could they have in- 
tended by this teft? Was it to exercife the right 
of only believing what their reafon when con- 
vinced, invited them to believe ? If fo, where 
the neceffity of confpiring ? Does the religion of 
Chrift command man to believe what his en- 
lightened reafon does not induce him to believe ? 
Is it not to convince our reafon that Chriftianity 
furrounded itfelf with inconteftable proofs, that 
Chrift and his Apoftles wrought numberlefi mi- 
racles, that religion has preferved its records, and 
that her paftors invite the Chriftian to the lpirit 
of refearch, that he may know what has been 
proved and what he ought to believe ; that her 
apoftles formally declare, that bis faitby bis fub- 
mtffion fhould be reafonable (rationabile oblequium 
veftrum) ; and can the Sophifter hence infer that 
confpiracies and the darkeft plots are neceflary 
to vindicate the rights of reafon believing in reli- 
gion ? A religion whofe God is the God of reafon i 
Voi.. I. B b whofe 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



379 


THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACV. 


whole tenets are the tenets of reafon j whofe rights 
are the rights of reafon rejecting fophiftry and 
falle prejudices, but whofe duty is to believe from 
the numerous proofs of the power, of the fan&ity, 
of the wifdom and lublimity of the God who 
Ipeaks, and on the authenticity of his word. 

If by the rights of reafon the Sophifter means 
the right of only believing what his reafon can 
conceive, and that ceafes to be myfterious; then 
thefe rights of reafon muft truly border on phrenly. 
The Sophifter is no longer to believe in the light 
of the day nor the darknefs of the night, till 
light and its aftion on man fhall ceafe to be a 
myftery; no longer lhall he believe in the oak 
tower ng over the foreft, railed from an acorn; 
nor in the humble flower glowing in the brighteft 
colors; no longer lhall he believe in man, fuc- 
ceeding from generation to generation; nature 
lhall be denied, and his own exiftence remain a 
doubt until all is clearly conceived by his reafon, 
and that the veil of myftery Ipread over thefe 
various obje&s lhall be rent afunder.-— Thus to 
attain the honors of incredulity, he fubmits to the 
garb of folly. 

How different is the language of the real fage ! 
His reafon declares that objects once proved are 
to be believed, however myfterious they may 
be, under the penalty of abfurdity; for then they 
are believed to exift becaufe their exiftence is 

demon- 
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dcmonftrated, and not as the Sophifter would 
pretend, becauie their nature is inconceivable. 

But another right equally inconceivable and 
triumphantly inculcated by Condorcet is that of 
being reduced in order to attain to truth , to tbt only 
implement that has been given us to difiingidjb it / 
ff then nature has 1 eft me in the dark, on obje&s 
of the greateft importance, on my future ftstej 
on the means of avoiding a deftiny I dread, or 
of obtaining the lot I defire j the man who lb all 
dilfipate the mill with which I am forrounded, 
will have robbed me of my rights ? Why did he 
not fay that the right of the blind man is alfo to 
keep to the only inftrument nature had given 
him, and that it would be encroaching on his 
rights if he that Has eyes, (hould attempt to lead 
him ? Why did he not conclude that the blind 
man had alfo learned with a fort of pride that 
nature had never defigned that he lhould believe 
in light on the afiertion of another.*— What phi- 
iofophic pride is that of the Sophifter ! His 
reafon is degraded by a fupemaUtral faith /— 
jChriftianity, he thinks, has debafed his reafon by 
railing it above the Iphere of this world; he thinks 
the God of Chriftians has vilified man by explain- 
ing to him his eternal deftiny, and leaving him the 
piemory of his miracles as a proof of his word. 

—Such a pretenfion was the grand plea for the 
Amichriftian Confpiracy, and dared they invoke 
B b 2 the 
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the name of reafon ? Were they believed to be 
PhUolbphers f And do many as yet labor under 
this error ?— But let us return to their matters, to 
Voltaire, D’Alembert and Diderot, let us (how to 
the adepts, the unfortunate dupes of ignorance 
alfo decorated with the title of Philofophers. 
•—To accomplifh this, it will only be neceflary, 
to point out the moft formal avowals and mutual 
Confidences of thefe pretended Philofophers. 

Dupes Does God exift, or does he not ?— Have I a foul 
of igno- t0 f ave or h avc i no t ?— Is this life to be entirely 
fpent for my prefent intereft ?— Am, I to believe 
in a future ftate ? — Is this God, this foul and this 
future ftate what I am told, or am I to believe 
quite another thing ?— Such certainly are the ele- 
mentary queftions of true fcience, of Philofophy 
the moft appofite to the happinefs of man both 
in itfelf and in its confequencCs. On queftions 
of fuCh importance, what do thefe affuming fages 
ieply, what are their mutual anfwers to each other, 
at the very time they are confpiring againft Chrift ? 
Has not the reader fecn their letters, their own 
expreflions j did not thefe men, who pretended to 
the empire of knowledge, formally and repeatedly 
declare that they were unable even to form an 
opinion on any of thefe queftions. Voltaire con- 
fulted by the citizen or by the prince, confults 
D’Alembert in his turn, whether there is a God, 
whether he has afoul; and a non liquet (I do not 

know). 
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know), is the anfwer he receives — Theft muft be 
ftrange Philofophers indeed, uncertain on the very 
principles of Philofophy j whence can they afihme 
the title of rulers of reafon, they who are igno- 
rant of that fcience on which the morals, principles 
and bafis of fociety reft; on which the duties of 
man, of the father of a family and of the citizen, of 
the prince and of the fubjedt, on which in Ihort, 
their conduit and happinefs entirely depend? 

What can be their fcience on man if they are 
perfectly ignorant of his nature ? What can be 
their dodtrine on his duties; on his grand con- 
cerns ; if they are ignorant of his future deitiny ? * 

What is that Philofophy which barely teaches 
me that I am ever to be in the dark with regard 
to thoft objedts, which moft concern me and thofe 
J am to live with ? 

We have feen D’Alembert, in order to hide his 
ignorance, abfurdly excufing it by anfwering, that 
it could be of little concern to man, not to be 
able to folve thefe queftions on the foul, on God, 
or on a future Hate*. We have feen Voltaire 
declaring that nothing was known of thefe firft 
principles, yet own that uncertainty was a dif- 
agreeable ftate; but pleading this uncertainty it- 
felf, he adds, that certainty is a ridiculous ftate 
or that of a quack f. Thus becaufe the former 

# Letter to Voltaire ajth of July and 4th of Auguft 1770. 

f Letter to the Prince Royal of Pruflia, 28th Nov. 1770. 

B b 3 is 
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is ignorant on thcfe queftions, it can little import 
man to know whether his concerns extend no 
further than this mortal life, or whether a happy 
or an unhappy eternity is to be his fate. Becauie 
the latter is equally ignorant, though more un- 
happy in his ignorance, man is to defpife who-^ 
ever lhall pretend to difpel his doubts j Chrift 
and his Apoftles are to be treated with ridicule, 
and certainty lhall be the do&rine of a Quack ‘ 
—This cannot be ignorance alone, it muft be 
pride and folly i what ! Man is to be buried in 
darknels, becauie the jealous eye of the Sophifter 
is dazzled with the light. 

Dupes of Hatred, jealoufy and deftrudVion contain the 
nuftaken whole fcience of thefe pretended fages. Hate 
for vir. the Goipel, calumniate its author, overthrow his 
altars, and your fcience will be that of the modern 
Philofopher. Profefs yourfelf a Deift, an Atheift, 
a Sceptic, a Spinofift, in lhort, whatever yon 
pleafe; deny or affirm, fet up a do&rine or a 
worlhip in oppofition to the religion of Chrift, 
or fet up none, that is not what either the feft or 
Voltaire himfelf requires to conftitute a modern 
Philofopher. When afked what do&rine he wifhed 
to fubftitute to that * of Chrift, did he not think 
himfelf authorifed to anfwer,I have delivered them 
from the phyficians (he called the clergy phyfi- 
cians), what farther lervice do 'they require ? 
Require ! have you not infe&ed them with the 
• plague ? 
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plague ? Have you not unbridled every paflion ? 

And what remedies have you left them ? In vain 
were it for us to challenge Voltaire and his paner 
gyrift Condorcet, they will not anfwer. — No, fol- 
low their example ; declare all religious truths to 
be erroneous, falfe, or popular prejudices, to be 
fuperftirion and fanaticifm ; glory in deftruftion, 
little troubling yourfelf with fubftituting fcience 
for ignorance, or truth for error j to have deftroyed 
will fuffice, and for that you fhall be entitled 
to the high-founding name of a modern Philofo- 
pher. 

At this rate, the reader’s furprife mutt ceafe, 
at the numerous tribe of Philofophers to be found 
in every rank, of all ages and fexes. But at fuch 
a rate can an honeft man pride himfelf in the tide 
of Philofopher, Such a fcience is, alas ! but too 
eafily acquired. It is as yet a problem why V oltaire, 
on his outfet, feemed to confine his views to the 
higher clafies, to kings, nobles and the rich, why 
he fhould have excluded beggars and the rabble. 

On feeing the guetts fmile at the blafphemies ut- 
tered at table, will not the footman foon equal his 
matter in the Philofophic fcience, will he not alfo 
learn to feoff* at the pontiff* and the paftor, at the altar 
andthegofpel! Will not the butchering Marfeillois, 
like Condorcet, glory in having caft offthofc vulgar 
prejudices, when in thofe bloody murders of Sep- 
tember, he overthrows the altar and ftains its fteps 
with the blood of its prietts and pontiffs. Like 
B b 4 Voltaire> 
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Voltaire, will he not ftyle this, the Age of Reafon, 
and of enlightened Philofophy ? Harangue the 
vileft of the populace ; tell them that the priefts 
are impofing on them, that hell is of their inven- 
tion, that the time is come to throw off the yoke 
of fanaticifm and fuperftition, to affert the liberty 
of their reafon j and in a few minutes, the ignorant 
plough-boy will rival, in Philolbphic fcience,the moft 
learned of the adepts. The language may vary, 
but the fcience will be the fame. They will hate 
with the adept, and will deffroy what he wilhed to 
crulh. The more ignorant and ferocious they are, 
the more eafily (hall they adopt your hatred, 
which conftitutes the whole of this fophifticated 
fcience. 

If adepts are fought for in another line, it is eafy 
to increafe their numbers, but without adding to 
the fcience of the fett. Thus let the daughter of 
Necker but find fome impertinent farcafm of hers 
againft the Golpel, taken for wit byT) ’Alembert, 
and fhe immediately becomes as Philofophic as 
he, and as void of religious prejudices as filler 
Guillemetta. It had aflonilhed many to fee the 
numbers of young fops, who were already llyled 
philofophers, when they fcarce had had time to 
read any thing, except a few impious pamphlets. 
But this age of enlightened Philofophy, can no 
longer be a fubjeft of furprife. 

What! 
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What ! (hall every wanton coquette partake of 
this Philofophy, (hall every hulband or wife, who 
(coffs at conjugal fidelity, fliall every fon who, 
throwing afide all (entiments of duty, and denying 
the authority of a parent, {hall they all be ftyled 
Philofophers ? The courtier deftitute of morals, or 
the man who is a (lave to, and imprudently gives 
loofe to his pafiions, they alfo will glory in the 
name of Philolbpher 1 Voltaire, in Ipite of all 
their vices, rejects none of thefe from his fchool, 
provided they have the neceflary requifites of 
fcoffing at the myfteries, of infulting the priefthood, 
and hating the God of the gofpel. Certainly thele 
cannot be (imply the dupes of ignorance, miftaken 
for fcience. No ; thefe muft be the children of 
corruption fubftituted for the fchool of virtue. 

That folly, that frantic rage which confumes Vol- 
taire, confpiring againft his God, or fetting hea- 
ven at defiance, when he writes to D’Alembert, 
twenty years more and God will be in a pretty plight , 
nr when he repeatedly writes toDamilaville, crtijh , 
crujh the Wretch ; that I fay may be more worthy of 
pity than of blame. Yes, Voltaire in the phrenfy 
of his rage is to be pitied. That multitude of 
'adepts, of noblemen, minifters, and citizens, are to 
be excufed, who without having the lead idea of 
Philofophy, have believed themfelves Phi lofophers, 
being milled by thofe impious Sophifters. I will 
not even afk them, fince when could the bare title of 

Philofopher, 
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Philofophcr, aflumed by Frederick and Voltaire, 
fuffice to conftitute them matters in a fcience of 
which they, openly profefled their ignorance and 
contempt: 1 will not tell them, that if Frederick, 
confummate in the art of war, could form warriors j 
that if Voltaire, rivalling Corneille, could give 
lelTons to the poet, neverthelefs they were both 
equally ignorant in point of religion. I will not 
fay to them, that this latter is a fcience like all 
others, requiring great application and ftudy, in 
order to excel j that it was abfurd to look for 
mailers and teachers in men who blalphemed what 
they neither underltood nor fought to underltand j 
in men, who often Hammering out a petty fophifm, 
which they deemed unanfwerable, refembled the 
child, who daihes the watch on the ground becaule 
the fpring is hidden from him. Such would be 
the reflexions of common fenfe, which lhould have 
rendered the fchool of the Sophiflers at lead 
fufpetted, if not abfurd and ridiculous to its adepts; 
when Frederick combats the Sorbonne, or Voltaire 
St. Thomas ; when D’Alembert attacks St. Au- 
guftin, or Sifter Guillemetta St. Paul. 

It is poflible, that all thele great Sophiflers, 
debating on. divinity, religion and tenets, may have 
been millaken by the ignorant adepts for learned 
doctors. But when the whole fchool, treating of 
morality and virtue, pretend to direct them folely 
by the rules of natural religion, the very lhadow 

of 
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of a pretext for their delufion, difappears. From 
cifting an eye on the left, could they perceive a 
(ingle adept who, under the direftion of Voltaire 
or D’Alembert, had quitted his religion to become 
a better father or a better fon, a better hufband 
or a better man, in fhort more virtuous ! Would 
not the fimple reflexion have fufficed, that this 
pretended Philofophy of virtue had regularly been 
the refuge of all thofe men who were publicly 
known to feoff at every duty, ' at all morality : 
that when the friends to religion reproached them 
with the diflolutenefs of their morals, they as con- 
ftantly anfwered with a fort of fheer, luch re- Q,- 

proaches may do for men, who have not- as yet 
fhaken off the prejudices of the Gofpel— but we 
are Philofophers, and we know what to be- 
lieve ! ! 

It would be. impoflible to hide, that every vice 
was cloaked under fuch a Philofophy ; the fairhlels 
wife, the profligate youth, the man praftiling every 
art, whether juft or unjuft, to attain his ends, even 
to the loofc women whofe charafters were openly 
difparaged, all decorated themfelveswith the high- 
founding name of Modem Philofophers. None 
would have dared to juftify their criminal conduft 
by anfwering,— I am a Chriftian,— I believe in the 
Gofpel.— Let not the chiefs charge the error and ’ 
ignorance on the difciples. The adept knew but 
too well that nothing but the name of virtue re- 
mained 
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mained in the fchool of the Sophifters; that the 
greater progrefs he made in their fcience, the 
more he adopted their principles, by fetting at 
defiance the reproach of the virtuous man, and by 
fmothering the cries of his own confcience. It is 
true they 'had not barefacedly blafphemed the 
morality of the Gofpel, but they had erafed from 
their code all thofe virtues which religion maintains 
to be dejcended from heaven. He had feen the long 
Jill of thofe which they called fiertle and imaginary 
virtues, or virtues of prejudice-, he had feen erafed 
from their code, all that lift of real virtues fuch as 
modefty, and continence, conjugal fidelity and 
filial piety, gratitude and forgivenefs of injuries, 
difintereftednefs, even probity itlelf*. To thefe 
virtues they had fubllituted ambition, pride, vain 
glory, the pleafures and the paffions. Their mo- 
rality acknowledged no other virtue than that 
which is advantageous-, nor vice but that which is 
hurtful in this world; and virtue is declared to be 
but an empty dream- if the virtuous man is un- 
happy f. Perfonal intereft is laid down as the 
foie principle of all Philofophic virtues; they 
fometimes indeed name beneficence as one, but that 
is merely as an excufe to difpenfe them from the 
pra&ice of every other virtue. Friend, do good to 

• See the original texts quoted in the Helvian Letters, 
vol. 5. 

f Vide fupra, note to 9th chapter. 
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US and we will overlook every thing el/e, is the ex- 
prcfs doCtrine of Voltaire*: but that was not alL 
It was neceffary to bring the adepts to doubt 
even of the exiftence of virtue, to doubt whedier 
in morality there exifted a right and wrong, and 
it was to fuch a queftion that Voltaire did not 
blufh to anfwer, non liquet (it is not known) f. As 
a further ftep they were to decide, that all that is ' 
called w perfection, imperfection, righteoufnefs, 

“ wickednefs, goodnefs, falfehood, wifdom, folly, 

ct only differed from each other by their feniations 

“ of pleafure or pain J.” " That the more the 

c * Philofopher examined the nature of things, the < 

** lefs he dared to affert that it depended any 

“ more on man to be pufillanimous, choleric, vi- 

«* cious or voluptuous, than it did to be fquint> 

«* eyed, hump-backed or lame Such were 
the lelfons of the confpiring Sophifters, and can it 
be believed that fuch leffons could be miftaken 
for thofe of virtue and Philofophy ? 

Had the adept been certain as to the exiftence 
of vice and virtue, of what confequence would this 
diftinCtion have been to him, when his mafters 
teach him, that man is bom for h^ppinefs, and that 
the latter condfts in pleafure , or the ahjence of 

• Fragments on divers fubje&s. Art. Virtue. 

f Philofophical Dittionary, Art. Tout bst bien. 

X Let of Thrafybulus. 

$ Encyclopedia, Geneva edition. Art, Vies. 

fain. 
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pain *. When laying afide all folicieude for his 
foul, he is taught that the motto of the wife mm 
ought to be to watch over bis body f } or that it is 
by pleajure that God Jlimulates to virtue %. Such 
are the leffons taught by Voltaire, Diderot and 
D’Alembert, the chiefs of the cQnfpirators. 

What motives to virtue did thefe chiefs fuggeft 
to their adepts when they declared that a Gpd 
neither regards their virtues nor their vices, that 
the fear of this Goo is an abfolute folly ! Or when 
ayifhing to ftifle all remorfe of conference, they 
tell them that.** die man void of (tar is above the 
“ laws— That a bad a&ion, when ufeful, can be 
“ committed without remorfe— That remorfo» is 
** no other than the fear of men and of their 
“ laws.” When carrying their do&rine beyond 
al| abfurdity, they on one fide afiert the liberty 
of opinions in order to leave mao free to choofe 
the falfe, while, on the other fide they deftroy hi 
him all liberty of action to fmother all fymptoms 
of remorfe 

Such was die do&rine of the Sophifters. In 
vain would they attempt to deny it ; all their 
writings are full of it, and particularly thofe which 
they moft extolled as their principal matter- pieces. 

* Encyclopedia, Art. Happiness, and Preface. 

f D’Alembert on the Element* of PhUofophy, No. 5. 

{ Voltaire’s Difcourfc on Happinefs. 

|| See their text* quoted in the Helviaa Letters, vpl. 3. 
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What could have been the conduit of thefe great 
philofophers, had they undertaken to draw up a 
code of villainy and depravity ? What more cbuld 
be required to demonftrate to the world that this 
pretended age of philofophy was no other than that 
of vice; than that of wickednefs organized into 
principles and precepts for the ufe of the aban- 
doned, to whom they might be advantageous. 

The only plea that can be left to the numbers Dope* of 
of adepts who Ayled themfelves Philofophers, in 
alleviation of their criminality, is the amazing 
conihmcy and artfiilnefs which it required from 
the chiefs, td propagate their principles, and en- 
fure the fuccefs of their confpiracy. 

But with thefe artifices, thefe intrigues, what 
was their philofophy ? Let us fuppofe that during 
the life-time of Voltaire, of Frederick, or of 
D’Alembert, and before depravity had attained to 
fuch a height, let us fuppofe that the frequent and 
repeated orders given to the -confpirators, of 
firike, but bide your band, had been known; 'let us 
fuppofe that the people had been acquainted with 
all the tortuous means fefretly ufed to feduce 
them, would any one then have traced the actions 
of the Philofbpher, in fuch dark hypocrify, in 
ftich perpetual diflimulation, or in the ambufhes 
which were their only means of fuccefs. 

At the time when D’Alembert and Condorcet, 

Diderot, Helvetius and Turgot, held their fittings. 

at 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



3 * 4 


THE ANTICHRISTIAN CONSPIRACY. 


At the Hotel D’Holbach, under the name of 
CEconomilts, and under the pretence of meditat- 
ing on the happinels of the people, had it been 
known by that fame people, that they were only- 
plotting againft the altars of the God whom it 
adored ; had it been known that tbofe teachers. 
Who had been appointed to inftrudt the rifing 
generation, were only the impious emillaries of 
D’Alembert, fent to corrupt its morals } that all 
thole hawkers of books Ibid at fo low a rate, were 
the agents of the fecrct academy, employed to 
circulate its poifons from towns to villages, and 
thence to the pooreft cottages ; would fuch means, 

I alk, have entitled the feft to that refpeft and ve- 
neration which it has ufurped? Their wicked 
plots, once dete&ed, could fuch fages have fuf- 
ficed to have given to the century they lived in the 
appellation of the Philofophic Age ? No: without 
doubt, horror would have fucceeded to this ad- 
miration, and had the laws remained filent, public 
indignation would have avenged Philolbphy of 
the infamous plots carried on under the cloak of 
its name. 

Let then this age of pretended Philofophy, caft 
off the delufion under which it has been led away, 
a delufion arifing perhaps more from its own vices 
and corruption, than from the arts of the confpira- 
tors ; let it blulh and repent. That unpoliihed 
multitude, confeffing its inexperience in the ways 

of 
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of the Sophifters, whom inftin&ive virtue fo long 
preferved from the am of fedu&ion, may be ex- 
cufable ; but let thole thoulands of adepts, who 
are to be found in the courts and palaces of the 
great, in the feats of literature, let them refkft on 
and fcrutinize their paft conduft. In adopting 
impiety they believed themfelves Philoiophers. 
In throwing off the yoke of the Gofpel, and laying 
afide its virtues rather than its myfteries, they 
miftook the empty founds of prejudice and fuper - 
Jlition, perpetually repeated by the Sophifters, for 
profound reafoning. They were ignorant that the 
word prejudice only (ignifies an opinion void of 
proofs ; and that they themfelves had become 
llaves to prejudice, by calling off a religion of 
which they gloried in not having ftudied the 
proofs, while yet they read all die calumnies that its 
enemies could compile againft it. Let them fcek 
Hill further claims to this Philofophy in their own 
hearts : was it not to that lukewarm wearinels for 
the virtues of the Gofpel they were indebted for 
their admiration of the conlpirators ? Was it not 
the love of their paflions which made them a prey 
to incredulity, far more than all the intrigues and 
ambufhes of the Sophifters ? It is much to be 
feared, that that man is already wicked, who makes 
himfelf fo happy and glories fo much in follow- 
ing the apoftles of wickedneis ; or fmall indeed 
•muft have been his portion of Philofophy, if fuch 
Vot. I. C c duplicity 
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duplicity) fiich mcannefs, and fuch confpiracics 
could have been miftaken for wifdom or virtue. 

Whatever may have been the caufcs, it was 
ordained) that an age duped by the intrigues and 
confpiracies of impiety ihould glory in ftyling 
itfclf the Age of Philofophy. It was ordained that 
an age, a dupe to the frantic rage pf impiety fiib? 
ftituted to realon, a dupe to the oaths of hatred 
and the with of cradling all religion, miftaken for 
toleration, for religious liberty and equality, to 
ignorance for fcience, to depravity for virtue, a 
dupe in fhort to all the intrigues and plots of the 
the moft profound wickednels miftaken for the 
proceedings and means of wifdom ; it was ordain? 
ed, I fay, that this Age of Philofophy Ihould alfo 
be a dupe to the plots of the rebellious Sophifters, 
miftaken for the love of fociety and the balls of 
public happinefs. 

The confpiracy againft the altar, the hatred 
fworn by the chiefs againft their God, were not 
the only legacies bequeathed by the chiefs to 
this fchool of modern philofophy. Voltaire was 
the father of the Sophifters of Impiety, apd' be- 
fore his death he becomes the chief of the Sophi- 
Iters of Rebellion. He had laid to his firft adepts, 
Tet us crulh the altar, and let not a fingle altar 
nor a fingle worlhippef be left to the God of 
Chriftians j and his fchool foon refounded with the 
cry o£ Let us erufb the fceptre y and let not a fingle 

throne 
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throne, nor a (ingle fubjeft 'be left to the kings 
of the earth ! It was from the mutual fuccefs of 
thefc two fchools, that the revolution was to be . 
generated in France, which, grafping the hatchet, 
was at the fame time to deftroy the . altar of 
the living God, and imbrue its fteps with the 
blood of its pontiffs ; to overturn the throne, 
and ftrike off the head of the unfortunate 
Lewis XVI . ; menacing all the altars of Chriften- 
dom, ajl the kings of the earth with a fimilar fate. 
To the plots contrived under the veil of liberty 
and equality, applied to religion , and of religious 
toleration, are to fuccced thofe begotten under 
the veil of political liberty and equality. The 
myfteries of the fecond confpiracy, of the Sopbifters 
of Rebellion, combining with thofe of Impiety, in 
order to generate the modern Jacobins, will be * 
the object of the Second Part of thefe Memoirs. 
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TRANSLATOR. 


The Second Volume Of the “ Memoirs 
of Jacobinifm,” containing the Antimo- 
narchical Conspiract, is prefented to 
the Public without the advantage which 
the Firil pofleffed in the flattering fane- 
tion of Mr. Burke's favorable opinion ; 
an awful event having deprived the 
world of that illuftrious writer. In the 
firft of his Pofthumous Works however, 
we find him attributing the progrefs of 
the French Revolution to a Spirit of Pro- 
felytiftn : he calls it “ A Revolution of 
“ Do&rine and Theoretic Dogma, bearing 
** little analogy with any of thofe Revo- 
44 lutions which had ever been brought 
“ about in Europe, on principles merely 
“ political Our readers wijl be fur- 
prized at the coincidence of this Work 
with the ideas of that eloquent Champion 
of Real Liberty. The very education of 
the Adept in Rebellion is deferibed; the 
dangerous tendency of maxims which 

* Thoughts on French Affairs, 1791, page 6. 

A a have 
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have been received in their abftraft fenfe 
is explained > the means employed to 
pervert them into principles of rebellion 
is demonftrated ; divers eflays of their 
new doctrines delineated ; and, finally, - 
the union of men thus educated with the 
moft formidable Sea of Antiquity, in die 
Occult Lodges * of Freemafonry is illus- 
trated. With fuch a regular progreflion 
in the training of youth, with fuch de- 
teftable Chiefs to lead them, what evil is 
there that may not be feared. Is not the 
public weal in danger ? Is it not become 
a problem in the prefent ftate of Europe 

—WHETHER A SINGLE GOVERNMENT 
SHALL SUBSIST ? Is not every State equal- 
ly threatened with danger ? 

Should any readers have viewed with 
indifference the formidable though evi- 
dent Confpiracy againft Chriftianity, and 
have contented themfelves with faying, 
that it was the bufinefs of the Clergy to 

* We repeat, that by Occult Lodgjes are meant 
thofe Lodges which were hidden from the generality of 
Freemafons themfelves. They are not the common Lodges 
frequented by men too honorable to be tampered with, and 
too much attached to their God and country to hearken to 
the rebellious and impious plots of the Arrieres Loges. 

guard 
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guard againft that ; let them remember, 
that the Antimonarchical Conspiracy 
approaches one ftep nearer to them — 
It will rob them of their laws, and plunge 
-. them into the horrors of civil war. — 
Such fears may perhaps awaken them, 
and fpur them on to the ftudy of princi- 
ples fully detailed in this Volume (for it 
is a work of reflection and not of amufe- 
ment) ; and if in treating of the Occult 
Lodges of Mafonry they find horrors 
fcarcely credible, let them reflect on the 
proofs adduced, and fhudder at the pre- 
cipice yawning beneath them. It is the 
duty of every fubjeCt to avert the im- 
pending danger. Let the parent inftruCt 
the child, whofe happinefs may be en- 
dangered both in this life and the next. 
Let the Clergyman enlighten his flock 
on the perils with which it is threatened ; 
for it is the duty he owes to his God and 
to his Country . Let the Magiftrate watch 
over his diftriCt ; for the laws call on 
him for his aid, and it is he that would 
fall the firft victim of the popular fury. 
Let the honorable Mafon read and learn 
the abufes to which the Lodges are ex- 

pofed, 
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pofed, and he will guard them againil 
the impious and rebellious principles of 
Occult Mafomy. In fine, in appealing 
to the moft incredulous, we ftiall lay be- 
fore them the words of the learned and 
. military Commentator of Polybius (Che- 
valier de Follard ), who, fpeaking of the 
revolt of the foreign troops againft the 
Carthaginians, after many fhrewd ob- 
fervations on Confpiracies in general, 
turns his mind toward the times in which 
he was then writing, and as early as the 
year 1727, makes ufe of the following 
remarkable expreffions : “ A Confpiracy 
“ is forming at this prefent time, gradu- 
“ ally gaining ground, and by means fo 
“ fubtile, that I regret my not having 
“ come into the world thirty years later 
“ to fee the end of it. It muft be owned, 
“ that certain politicians are very wife, 
“ and that the glafies of the European 
“ Powers are dim indeed. If ever matbe - 
“ matical proofs were acquired, it is at 
“ prefent May my countrymen duly 
refledt on, and timely profit by this 
hint ! T. 

* Hiftoire de Polybe, Vol. II. page 329. The Cheva- 
lier de Follard died at Avignon, 1752. 
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ANTIMONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY. 


PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 


In this Second Part of die “ Memoirs illus-. 

TRATING THE HlSTORY OF JACOBINISM,” OUr 
object will be to Ihow, how the Sophifters of Im~ 
piety,- becoming the Sophifters of Rebellion, after 
having, confpired againft every altar* confpire 
againft every throne. We fhall demOnftrate, that 
thefe men under the name of Philofophers, after 
having fworn to crulh Chrift and his altars, bound 
themfelves in a fecond oath to annihilate all regal 
power. 

We have faid, in the former part of this work *, 
• that the Sophifters of Impiety, when they were 
become . the Sophifters alfo of Rebellion, had 
leagued with a fe<5t, long fince concealed in the 

* Preliminary Difcourfe. vol. I. p. xxii. 

Voi, II. B occult 
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Reflex- 
ions on , 
the con- 
fpiracy 
againft 

lGngs. 


occult lodges of Freemafonry, whofe adepts, like 
die modern Philofophers, had fwom hatred to the 
altar and the throne, had fworn to crufh the God 
of the Chriftians, and utterly to extirpate the Kings 
of the earth. 

.This two-fold obje£t naturally divides our 
Second Volume into two Parts. The firft will 
develope the rife and progrefs of the Conlpiracy 
of the Sophifters, called Philofophers : The fecond, 
of that feCt, which we have denominated Occult 
Mafons ' (Arriires Mapons ), to diftinguilh their 
adepts from the multitude of brethren who were 
too virtuous to be initiated in the occult myfteries, 
too religious, and too faithful citizens to aflociate 
in their plots. 

After having treated feparately of thefe two con- 
fpiracies, though both tending to the fame objeft, 
we fhall (how them leaguing together; and by 
their united efforts accomplilhing that part of the 
French Revolution which effected the overthrow 
of Religion and Monarchy, of the altar and the 
throne j in a word, which murdered, bafely mur- 
dered, the unfortunate Lewis XVI. on a fcaffbld. 

Confining ourfelves to fa£ts, and fuppreflmg the 
powers of imagination, it feems incumbent on us 
to fubmit fome few reflections to the reader, 
which, though naturally flowing from the fubjeft, 
are yet requifite to enable lpp to follow the pro- 
grefs of the Sophifters in their fecond conlpiracy. 
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to lhow by what gradations they palled, or father 
with what celerity they were htirried headlong, 
from the ichool of impiety to that of rebellion, by 
the inherent tendency of their principles. 

While, under the direction of Voltaire, theft 
pretended Philofophen had merely applied their 
principles of liberty and equality to matters of 
faith, and had thence conlpired againft the God of 
the'golpel, that each might be at liberty to form 
his own religion, or throw off every religious 
tie;— during that time, few were the obftades 
they had to fear from thofc various dalles of men, 
which it was chiefly their object to captivate.—* 
During their war againft Chriftianity, the paffions 
proved their moft powerful allies. There would 
be no great difficulty in deluding thole unfor* 
tunate men, who combat the myfteriea which they 
do not underftand, merely to exempt themlelves 
from the reftraint of thole precepts and the practice 
of thofe virtues which are unfavourable to their 
paffions. 

Sovereigns, feldom much vcrfed in the fcience 
or hiftory of religion; men who often, under 
the fandion of opulence and the Iplendour of 
rank, only leek to throw off aU control on their 
moral conduit; others aipiring at fortune, and 
caring not by what unwarrantable means they 
acquire it; vain men panting after an empty 
name, and ready to iacrifice every truth to a far* 

B O ca&ic 
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cafttc meteor, or feme blafphemy miftaken for . 
wit, and others who would have had little hope of 
celebrity had they riot directed their genius againft 
their God;— in lhort, all thofe men who, eafily re- 
ctiVing-fophifms for demoriftrative proofs, never 
troubled themfelves with the inveftigatiqn of that 
equality of rights , and that liberty of reqfon t which 
the coriipiring fe£t reprefented to them as being 
incompatible with a religion revealed, and replete 
with myfteries. 

- Few even of the adepts had ever reflefted on 
the abfurdity of oppofing the rights of realon to 
revelation ; as if thofe pretended rights of our 
limited reafon were to fufpend the power of an 
infinite- God who reveals himfelf, or were to depre- 
ciate the truth of his oj-acles, and of the million 
of his Prophets and Apoftles. They never had 
reflected, that the whole queft ion of thefe rights of 
reafon turned limply on this : to know whether 
God had fpoken or not;, and to believe and 
filently adore whatever might be the nature of the 
truthVhe had revealed. . 

: Men lb little able to comprehend and to defend 
the rights of their God, could not have been very 
dangerouj adverfaxies fprv the Sophifters, who are 
perpetually fetting fbistliberty 1 of reafon in oppofi- 
tion to the Gofpel... ic 

But how different :«hq cafe,, when the ap- 
plying this, fame Jibcrfyi^aad equality , tgt nhe 
i. £ empire 
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empire of human laws and to civil fociety,: con- 
cludes, that after having' crufhed the altar, .it was 
alfo neceftary to overturn every throne,- in.ordef 
that men might be re inflated in theii original 
Liberty and Equality!! A donfpiracy on fufh prMVt 
ciples, and drawing /after! it fuch confeqjieiices, 
mull naturally have Keen combated by jthe intc-j 
rcfts and the paffibm . of the Royal SophifterSj of 
the protecting Princes, and of all thole adepts .of 
the higher clafles, Who . were fo docile; t» the 
accents of liberty, when thofe accents only m?' 
naced the deftrudtiori of the Religion df-their Qodj 
Voltaire and D’Alembert could hot fftpe# c<£ 
find Frederic, Jofeph II. Catherine ill. i>r Gyftayafc 
of Sweden, much dilpofed ;to fybvert -their fe- 
lpedtive thrones. It was :vc!ry probable too*, that 
many qther p rote Cling; adepts, fuch att mincer* 
or courtiers, nobles, lot. wealthy perfons 
guilhed by their ranl^, would foon perceive the 
danger of depending on a! multitude, who, having; 
thrown off all- obedience, would foon grafp ac 
Ibvereignty itfelf, and, as.^the firft effay yof it% 
power, would level every- fpecies of propertyi.arid> 
ftrike off every head which rofe above that tityltfe; 
tude. !. j 

• On the fide of the Sophifters themfelvfcs, tho.ugh 
gratitude could have had but little : weight yvith 
them, yet their intereft, their very exiflence might 
have abated " their eagernefs againft the throne, 

B3 D’Alera* 
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D'Alembert lived on penfions from the Kings of 
France and Pruffia; his very apartment in the 
Louvre was a gift from Lewis XVI. The Em* 
prefs of Ruflla alone fupported Diderot’s ruined 
fortune j and the Grand Duke penfioned the adept 
La Harpe. Damilaville would have been a 
beggar, if difearded from his office. The Philo* 
fophic Sanhedrim of that French Academy com* 
pofed of lo many adepts owed its exiftence, its 
means, its counters (jettons ) to the gencrofity of 
the monarch. There were few other fcribbling 
Sophifters who did not either look up to a penfion. 
Or had not already obtained one by the intrigues 
Of the prote&ing minifters. 

Voltaire had acquired an independent frirtune a 
but he was not, on that account, the left elated 
when M. de Chmfeul gave him back the penfion 
which, twelve years before, he had loft, on ac- 
count of his impious writings *. Befide, nobody 
knew better than did Voltaire, that he was chiefly 
indebted for the fuccefs of his Antichriftian Con- 
piracy to the royal adepts. He Was too proud 
6f numbering among his difcipks Imperial and 
Regal Sovereigns, to confpire againft their very 
exiftence on earth. 

All thefe motives, therefore, gave qpttfe a dif- 
ferent turn to the confpiracy againft die Throne, 

• Let. to Damilaville, 9th January 176a. 

from 
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from that which we have already feen cre&ed 
againft the Altar. In the warfare againft the Gof- 
pel. Liberty and Equality could hive been but a 
fh allow pretence j it was their hatred' againfr 
Chrift by which they were hurried away. It it 
hardly poflible that they could have concealed 
from themfelves that it was rather a war waged by 
their paflions againft the virtues of the gofpel* 
than a warfare of rcafon againft the thyftiories of 
Chriftianity. In the Antimonarchical Coofpiracy; 
the pretext had grown into convi&ion. . The So* 
phifters believed their principles of Liberty and , 
Equality to be demonftrated, they, did not even 
fufped an error in their principles. They be* 
lieved the war which they waged againft Kings, 
to be a war of juftice and of wifdom. In the 
former confpiracy, it was the paflions inventing 
principles to combat the God of. the Chriftians i 
in the latter, it was rcafon, milled by thofe fame 
principles, feeking and glorying in the downfal of 
every crowned head.' 

Rapid had been the progrefi of the paflions. 

From his very birth, Voltaire’s hatred againft 
Chrift had been . at its height. Scarcely had he 
known, ere he hated, fcarcely hated when he 
fwore to crulh, the God of the Chriftians. Not 
fuch was the progrefs of the hatred againft Kings. 

This fentiment had, like opinion and convi&ion, 
its gradations. The very intereft of the Sophi- 

B 4 fieri 
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fters of Impiety thwarted for a long time the mea- 
fures of thofe of Rebellion; many years were ne- 
ceflary to enable the feft to form its fyftems, to 
determine its plots, and refolve on its objeft. 
Were we to precipitate its fteps, we fhould be 
guilty of mifreprefentation. As faithful hiftorians, 
it will be incumbent on us, to fhow this hatred 
againft Kings in its infancy, that is, fpringing 
from the hatred againft Chrift, and fucceffively 
applying thofe principles invented againft the 
altar, to the deftrudtkm of the throne. This 
hatred againft kings had even in the chiefs of the 
confpirators its gradations : but their fyftems will 
complete the deluGon, and root it in the hearts of 
the adepts.. It will bear abfolute fway over their 
• fecret academy, and there will the fame plots' be 
contrived againft the throne as Philofbphifm had 
framed againft the altar. The fame means and 
the fame fuccefs will combine the con {piracies, 
'The fame crimes apd the fame difafters will com* 
bine the revolutions. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. I. 

. Firji Stef in the ConJflracy againjl Kings. 

Voltaire and D'Alembert faffing from the Hatred of 
CbriJHantty to the Hatred of Kings. 

Our attention to truth and juftice with regard ^°^ iro 
to a man, who was fo far from ‘both with refpeft friendly 
to religion, obliges us to begin this chapter by a t0 **“8*$ 
declaration, which might make Voltaire appear to 
be the fartheft from an enemy, much lefs from 
being the author of a confpiracy againfr the throne; 

If this man, the mod unrelenting chief when con- 
spiring againft Chriftianity, had followed the bias 
of his own inclination ; or had he been able to 
(Way his adepts in politics as he had in impiety, 
never would that oath of deftroying the throne 
have iflued from his fchool. * 

Voltaire loved kings ; their fhvor and their 
carefies were his delight; he was' even dazzled 
with their greatncfs. His fentiments cannot be 
miftaken, after having feen him glory in tinging 
the praifes of Lewis XIV. or Henry IV. kings of 
France; of Charles XII. king of Sweden ; ofrthe 
Czar Peter Emperor of all the Ruflias ; of Frede- 
rick II. king of Pruffia ; and of fo many other 
kings both of ancient and modern times. 

Voltaire 
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Voltaire had all the habits and manners of the 
great, and at his court of'Feracy afted the Gran- 
dee perfectly well. He had too high an opinion 
of his own abilities to affimilate himfelf, by Equa- 
lity, to that multitude which he contemptuoufly 
ftiles, the beggarly canaille. 

He was not only partial to kings, but even to 
the monarchical form of government. When he 
gives a loofe to his own fentiments, and in his 
hiftorical writings, we fee him invariably pre- 
ferring the dominion of onb to that of the many. 
He could not endure the idea of having io many 
masters as there were councilors in the parlia- 
ment *i how then could he adopt that liberty and 
fovereignty of the people which would have given 
him as joint fovereigns, the towns and fuburbs, 
the peafantry and his own vaflals. He who fo 
much delighted in reigning in his own caftle, who 
was fo jealous of his prerogatives in the midft of 
his eftates which he called his little Province, host 
could he wilh to fanftion a Liberty and Equality 
which was to level the caftle with the cottage ? 
jealous of Befide, Voltaire’s principal objeft was to anni- 
of faith fol hilate Chriftianity and he feared nothing fo much 
febjed. as to be thwarted by the kings in his undertaking) 
on pretence that he equally aimed his blows at the 
throne as he did againft the altar. It was for this 
reafon that he perpetually warns the adepts of what 

* Let. to D’Alembert. 

conic- 


Digitized by 


Google 



ANTIMONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY. 


ft. 


confeqtience it was, that the Philofophers Should 
be considered as faithful fubje&s. When a fluring 
Marmontel how much he (Voltaire) was protc&ed 
by Choifeul and the courtezan Pompadour, he 
writes, that they may fend him any thing without 
danger. " They know that we love the king and 
•* the State. It was not among us that fuch people 
<* as Damien heard the voice of rebellion. 1 am 
fr draining a bog, I am building a church, and / 
* c pray for the king. We defy either Janftnift or 
** Molinift to have a greater attachment for the 
** king than we have. My dear friend, the king 
<< muft be acquainted that the Philosophers art 
“ more attached to him than all the fanatics and h?.* 
** pocrites in his kingdom V r 

It was the felf-fame motive which induced him 
to write to Helvetius (that Sophifter whom we 
(hall fee lb unrelenting in his hatred to kings), “ It 
•• is the king's intcreft that the number of Philo* 
“ fophers Should augment, and that of the Fana*- 
** tics diminish. We are quiet, and they are aft 
“ difturbers of the peace ; we art citizens , they 
“ are the children of Sedition. The faithful fer+ 
■** vants of the king, and of reafon, fkftl triumph 
** at Paris, at Vorei, and even at the Delices f.” 

Apprehenfive, however, that' the Philofophers 
(might be fnipe&ed, notwithstanding all his pro* 

• 13th Auguft, 1760. t 27th October, 1760. 

teftations. 
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teftations, he had already written thus to D’Alem- 
bert j ** Do you know who the bad citizen is that 
** wifhes to pcrfuade the Dauphin that France is 
«* overrun with the enemies of religion ? They 
«« will not pretend to lay, I hope, that Peter Da- 
“ miens, Francis Ravaillac, and their predecef- 
“ fors were Deifts and Philofophers.” Ncver- 
thelefs, he ends his letter by laying, “ I fear that 
** Peter Damiens will be a great detriment to 
«« Philofophy 

Defends Finally, if any thing can paint in ilrong colours 
theautho- Voltaire’s attachment to kings, it will be the me** 
Kings, thod in which he treats thofe of the adepts who 
darod attack the authority of the Ibvereign. The 
adept Thiriot had fent him a work . on the Theory 
»f Taxation, and Voltaire anfwers, Received the 
“ Theory of Taxation, an obfcure theory, and ap* 
** parently to me an abfurd one. All luch theo- 
u ries are very ill timed, as they only lerve to 
*< make foreign nations believe that our relburces 
<* are exhaufted, and that they may infult and at- 
<* tack us with impunity. Such men are very ex- 
«* traordinary citizens indeed, and curious friends to 
“ man. Let them. come where I am on the fron- 
** tiers, and they will prefently change their opinions'. 
*« They will foon fee how neceffary if is that, the king 
aftd the ft ate Jbould.be refpefted. Upon my word, 

** at Paris people fee everything topfy-turvy f.” 

• 16th January, 1737'. f nth January, 1761. 

The 
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- TKe flauncheft Royalift coaid not have infilled 
In a clearer manner oh the necefiity of fupporting 
die Royal authority ; neverthelels, he had already 
let fall many expreflioqs which little denoted any 
zeal lor the caufe of kings. He had not adopted, 
as yet, that Philofophiftn of rebellion, of Liberty 
and Equality, which was to fanaticife the French 
people, and raile Robefpierres. and Marats in luc- 
ceflion to the fanatics Ravaillac and Damiens. 

There were- times even when he would have 
treated the Mirabeaux, La Fayettes and Baillys, as 
he ufed fometimes to treat thofe mad CEconomifls; 
who, attacking the authority of kings, faw, through 
their pretended theory, every thing in a wrong 
light. But this love for his king was but a rem- 
nant of his firft education, which Philofophiftn 
had often belied, and of which the very trace 
would foon be eraied from the heart of the 
Sophifter. 

Had Voltaire, either from his own fentiments. Decline* 

or for the intereft of the fedt, been ftill more de- '°T' ar£i5 

Liberty 

firous of being looked upon as a good citizen, orandEqua- 
a faithful fubjed to the king, yet the adepts llty ’ 
could have -retorted the arguments he had perpe- 
tually repeated to Air them up againfl Chriftianky, 
in too powerful a manner againft his arguments in 
favor of kings, for him to have been able to with- 
ftand them. It was but natural that men who had 
been taught to oppofe their Liberty and Equality 
c . . • , to 
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to the God of revelation, to his minifters and pfo* 
phets, lhould alio oppofe them to the kings of 
the earth. Voltaire had taught them that the 
Equality of rights and Liberty of reafon were in- 
compatible with that power of the church and of 
the golpel commanding a fubmilSon to and a be- 
lief in myfteries which were inconceivable by 
reafon. The adepts, as the next ftep, declare 
that the equality of men, the liberty of nature, - 
were equally incompatible with any fubmifiioa to 
the empire and laws of one man, or even of 
tiany, whether called parliaments or fcnates, lords 
or princes, pretending to the dominion over a 
whole nation, and didating laws to the multitude, 
who had neither made them, difeuffed them, nor 
wiflied for them. 

Thefe principles, fo forcibly infilled on by 
Voltaire when combating Chriftianity, might na- 
turally be objeded to his propofidons refpeding 
fubmiffion to the fovereign; and they were fo. 
The adepts urged the confequences, and the 
premier chief was unwilling to lofe the pre- 
eminence, over his own fchool, in what he called 
Ehilofophy. The proccfs by which he was led 
from the Sophiftry of Impiety to that of Rebel- 
lion, is too much blended with the progrefs of 
his anti-religious Philofophifm, not to be worthy 
•f investigation. 

v 

Voltaire 
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Voltaire had been actuated by no other pallioa . 
than that of hatred againft Chrift, when in the 
year 1718 he caufed to be publicly recited in 
his tragedy of CEdipus thofe two famous verfts, 
which alone comprehend the whole of that antt> 
religious revolution which was to be accompli (hed 
feventy years afterward: 

Priefts are not wliat they feem to vulgar eyes. 

In our credulity their fcience lies •. 

Theft two lines only proclaim that Equality 
of rights and Liberty of reafon which, difavowing 
the authority or million of the clergy, leave the 
people at full liberty to form their religious 
tenets on whatever they may pleafe to call their 
reafon. But many years elapfcd before Voltaire 
could form a correct idea of that liberty and 
equality which was to dived the monarch of his , 
rights, as he had divefted the church of her’s. 
It even appears that he had not at that time any 
idea of deducing from this liberty and equality 
principles fo fatal to monarchy} that he was per- 
fectly ignorant of what Liberty and Equality, ap- 
plied to civil fociety, meant, 'when he publifhed 
his epiftles or difeourfes on Liberty and Equality 
in 1738. The firft leffons he received on the 
fubjeCt were from his eleve Thiriot, whom he had 


* Les pretres ne font pas ce qu’un vain peuple penfe; 
Notre credulity fait toute ' leur fcience; 

left 
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left in England, arid' from whonri he wifhfcd to 
learn what opinion the adepts had formed oil 
thofe epiftles. Or* as is more probable, Thiriot, 
knowing his matter’s bias for ariftocracy, only 
wrote that he had riot' fufficiendy gone to the 
point , and that he was not in complete poflellion 
of the true principles. .Piqued at fuch a re- 
proach, Voltaire, like a man who did not care 
to lee himfelf outdone by his difciples, writes, 
“ A word on the Epiftles. Where the devil do 
** you find that they do not go to the point* 
“ There is not a Angle verfe in the firft epiftle, 
“ which does not fhow the equality of conditions^ 
" nor one in the fecond which does not prove 
« liberty 

Notwithftanding this reply, the difdple was 
in the right. He might have rejoined, that 
throughout the whole of the Epiftles there was 
riot a fingle verfe which, philofophically fpeaking, 
was not a mifconftruftionj fince, in the firft, all 
that Voltaire aimed at proving was, that in all 
ftations of life the fum total of happlnefs was 
nearly the fame} and in the fecond, liberty is 
confidered much more as a phyfical faculty, than 
as a natural, civil, and political right. The in- 
ference drawn from the firft is, that it is ulelels 
for man to trouble himfelf about the difference 
of ftations as theTame' portion of happinefs is 

• Letter to Thmot, 24th October 1738. 

nearly 
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nearly allotted to each; the fecond does not even 
mention that liberty which the adepts fo much 
infift on againft kings* and only afierts that 
liberty which fo well demonftrates the diftinftion 
of right and wrong, and which the left always 
looked upon as too favorable to religion. 

Without feeming to fubmit to his difciples, 
Voltaire, neverthelels, gradually adopted their 
fentim'ents; vexed at having aflerted the rights 
of free agency, he counteracted all the influence 
that doftrine might have had, and gave his defini- 
tion of liberty * fuch a turn, that Predeftiriarians 
themfelves could not have cavilled at it. In a 
word, he no longer aflerted any other liberty than 
that which has proved fuch a powerful weapon 
againft fovereignty in the hands of die feft. 

The 


h If we are to believe -this definition. Liberty confifts in 
the pokier of doing what we ’will. A true metaphyfician 
would fay. The power itfelf, the faculty of willing or mot 
willing, that is to fay, of determining one's will, of chafing 
send willing any thing, or the contrary. Thefe two definitions 
are veiy different. It is not the power but the will which 
is culpable. A righteous man has frequently the fame 
power of committing the fame crime as the wicked man; 
but one wills it, while the other does not. The wicked 
man is at liberty not to will it, as the upright man is at 
liberty to will it ; otherwife, there can be no morai difference 
between the good and' the bad man. For how could the 
latter be culpable, if he had not had it in hi* power to will 
Vol.II. C the 
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The corredions he made in his Epiftle on 
Equality, had a more direft affinity to the fyftem 
of the political revolution. In the firft edition 
of that Epiftle we read. 

Equal the Hate, in men the difference lies *. 

The fed wiflied him to have faid. 

Equal are men, in flates the difference lies f. 

At length Voltaire underftood their meaning, 
and blulhed at finding that his own difciples had 
made a greater progrefs in the knowledge of 
Equality than he had himlelfj and to avoid their 
future criticrfms he changed both his dodrine 
and his verfes. He correded, and almoft re- 
conftructed his Epiftle on Equality; nor did he 

the contrary ? Suppofe three men— -the firft can commit a 
bad a&ion, bat his will freely rtjefts it: The (econd can 
accomplifh the fame, and he freely will* it: The third not 
only can but he irrefiftibly wills it. The firft of thefe men 
will be a virtuous man, the feeond a wicked man, the third 
a mere brutal machine, a madman who is neither mailer of 
his will nor of hk reafon. The wicked man and the mad 
one could and did will the fame a&ion. The difference 
does not lie in the power or the a£tion, but in the will itfelf 
more or lefs free to will or not to will. But Voltaire and 
his fophiftical fchool had their reafons for not making fuch 
diftinftions. 

• Les Etats font egaux, mais les homines different : 

f Les hommes font egaux* et les etats different l 

let 
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let his poetic genius reft, till he had fliown the 
adepts, that he underftood the equality of man as 
well as they did, and that they could no longer 
reproach him with not going to the point . It was 
then that he wrote the following verfes, which 
contain all that the revolutionary populace have 
allcdged againft the wealthy, the nobility, and 
kings, in proof of its equality. 

With calm indifference let my friend furvey 
The pomp of riches and defpotic fway; 

. This world’s a ball, where his undazzled eyes 
Pierce thro’ each filly afloris vain difguife. 

My Lord, your Highnefs, are the mafks that hide 
Their little beings and exalt their pride ; 

Rut, men are equal ; pride do what you can. 

The majk may differ but the fame the man. 

The five weak fenfes by us all poffeft. 

Of good, of evil, are our only tefL 
A Have has five, fix <an the Monarch claim ? 

The fame his body and his foul the fame 

• Tu vois, cher Arifton, d’un ceil d’indifference 
La grandeur tyrannique, et la fiere opulence. 

Tea yeux d’un faux eclat ne font point abufes; 

Ce raonde eft un grand bal, oh des fous deguifes. 
Sous les rifibles noms d’Eminence et d’Alteffe, 

Penfent enfler leur etre et hauffer leur bafTeffe, 

Envain des vanites l’appareil nous furprend; 

La mortels font egaux, le mafque eft different • 

Nos cinq fens imparfaits, donnes par la nature, 

De nos biens, de nos xnaux font la feule mefure, 

Les Rots en ont-ils fix? et leur ame et leur corps 
Sont-ils d*sm autre ejpece ? ont-ils d'antrer refforU ? 

C 2 This 
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This is precifely what the democratic rabble 
of Paris was wont to fay, Ids elegantly indeed, 
when it aiked whether kings and nobles were 
not made of the fame clay as the fimple clown ? 
Whether thofe who enjoyed large fortunes had 
' two ftomachs ? And of what ufe were all thole 
diftin&ions of Sovereigns, Princes, or Chevaliers, 
fincc all. men were equal ? 

It was with reludtance, it muft be confcffed, 
that Voltaire became the Apoftle of Equality. 
For without having a body or foul of a dif- 
ferent fpecies from that of Pompignan, Freron, 
or Desfontaines, or of fo many other men 
whom he was perpetually overwhelming with 
his farcafms, he neverthelefs was aware that in. 
the fame fpecies, and with the fame nature, 
there exifted no fmall inequality among men; 
that without being endowed with a fixth (enie, 
lie felt the great diftance there was between 
himfelf and the rabble he fo much delpiled. 
At length he fubmitted to the criticifms of the 
adepts, and after having declared 

Equal the date, in men the difference lies •. 
he writes in abfolute oppofition, 

The malk may differ but the lame the man f. 


• Les Etats font cgaux, mais les hommes different J. 
f Les mortels font egaux, le mafquc eft different $. 

{ i fi and id Edit , § Sit tbt variations, edit, of KeU. 
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As to that liberty which commences in the love Becomes 
of Republicanifm, and ends in the hatred of Kings, 
it is probable that Voltaire would never have 
adopted it, had it not been neceflary to eftablilh 
that liberty which was effential to the hatred of 
Chrift; but he had found himfelf too much 
thwarted by the authority of Kings in his firlt 
publications againft Chriftianity. In Holland he 
enjoyed a greater liberty for printing his blafphe- 
mies; and it was to that circumftance, that he 
owed his bias for Republicanifm. Thofe who 
have read his correfpondence while in Holland, 
and particularly the. following letter to the Marquis 
D’Argenfon, dated from the Hague, will not have 
a doubt that this was the cafe. « I am, fays he, 

“ better pleafed even with the abufes of the liberty 
“ of the prels here, than with that fort of Havery 
“ under which the human mind is kept in France. 

** If you continue on that plan, the fimple re- 
** membrance of the glorious age of Lewis XIV. 

.** will be all that will remain. This degeneracy 
“ almoft inclines me to fettle in the country I am 
*' now in. The Hague is a charming refidence ; - 

u liberty alleviates the rigors of the winter. I like to 
“ fee the Rulers of the State no more than plain Citi - 
“ zens. There are factions, it is true, yet they 
“ muft exift in Republics : But faftion does not 
" damp patriotifm, and I fee great men contend- 
<( ing with great tnen. — On the other fide I lee, 

C 3. “ with 
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** with equal admiration, the chief members of 
<f the ftate walking on foot without fervants, 
** living in houfes worthy of thofe Roman Confuls 
“ who dreffed their own roots •, you would like 
** this government extremely, notwithftanding all 
** thofe imperfections which are unavoidable in it. 
** It is entirely municipal , and that is what you ad- 
“ mire*.” 

All thefe exprelfions naturally denote a man 
declining towards a Republican Liberty and Equa- 
lity, and who impatiently bore the yoke of Kings. 
A few years after, we may obferve this paflion 
much more predominant in Voltaire, efpecially in 
a letter which he is fuppofed to have written to an 
Academician of Marfeilles, and mentioned in Mr.' 
de Bevis’s Memoirs. “ I Ihould accept your 
“ invitation, were Marfeilles ftill a Grecian Re* 
“ public j for 1 greatly admire Academies, but am 
“ much more partial to Republics. How happy are 
thofe countries where our mailers vifit us, and 
“ are not affronted when we do not return to wait 
w on them!” 

In all this, however, we fee nothing more than 
a partiality for Republics ; it was not pofitivcly a 
hatred of Kings, nor an imputation of tyranny and 
defpotifm in the regal government. But a few 
years after this, that fame rancour is directed by 
Voltaire againft the throne, which he had already 

* Let. 8th Auguft, 1743. 

con- 
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conceived againd the altar. Such at lead is clear* 
ly the purport of a confidential letter which he 
writes to D’Alembert, wherein he lays, “ As to 
“ Duluc (the King of Prufiia), fometimes biting 
“ fometimes bitten, he muft be a mod unhappy „ . 

“ mortal j and tboje men who put tbemf elves in tbe on Kings; 
** "way of a mujket or a fabre for fucb gentry, are 
“ moft abominable fools. Don’t betray my fccrec 
<* either to Kings or Prieds 

This, however,, could be no fecret to thofe who 
had obferved the modern Sophiders trying to cad 
all the odium of war and its miferies on Kings and 
the nature of their governments, and wilhing to 
perfuade the people that their only way of ac- 
quiring happinefs, and everlading peace, was, to 
take the government into their own hi nds by 
wreding it from their Royal Maders. This pro- 
pofition, fo evidently contradicted by that perpe- 
tual date of warfare, interior or exterior, fo com- 
mon to Republics, evinces that Voltaire had no 
care about proof, when he decided in fo peremp- 
tory a dile, that thole who were perfuaded they 
were fighting for their country when rallied under 
the dandard of their King, were mod abominable 
fools. 

We Ihould particularly remark in this letter^ 
how much his fecret with regard to Kings is con- 

* lath December, 1757. 

C 4 neCted 
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nested with that refpe&ing the Prieftbood j and he 
had more than once publicly divulged them both. 
The latter he had exprefled in the verfes already 
quoted from his Tragedy of CEdipus, 

Priefts are not what they feem to vulgar eyes. 

In our credu^ty their fcience lies •: 

and as to the former, we fee Voltaire by die fame 
means teaching the people what they are to think 
with regard to Sovereigns, their rights, and their 
origin •, or with regard to the Nobility, who are 
perpetually led and fpurred on to the defence of 
their country in emulation of thofe fervices by 
which their anceftors diftinguifhed themfelves. It 
would be in vain to excufe the poet : it is a hatred 
of Kings, and not the genius of poetry, which in- 
fpires luch artful turns, and makes the dramatic 
aftor fpeak the fentiments of the Sophifter. It 
certainly was not the love of Monarchy which 
Hi* prin- dictated the following verfes, and cauled them to 
a* abft fp°k en on the ftage of a nation under the .do* 
Jungs, minion of a King, and proud of the achievements 
of its Nobility. In his Tragedy of Merope, he 
fays. 

Some lucky foldier was the firft of Kings ; 

Who ferves the Hate, no matter whence he fprings f. , 

• Les pretres ne font pas ce qu’un vain peuple penfe j 
Notre credulite fait toute leur fcience : 
f Le premier qi|i fut Roi, fut un foldat heureux, 

Que fert bien fon Pays, n’a pas befoin d’ayeux. ^ 
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Wheri Voltaire taught this do&rine to the French' 
people, the Antimonarchical Revolution had made 
as great a progrefs in his mind, as the Anti- 
chriftian formerly had, when the verfes already 
quoted had been fpoken againft the Clergy. But 
nothing fhort of the mod abandoned Jacobinifm 
could teftify applaufe when Voltaire continues. 
Do you wijh to be happy ? Never own a majler *. 

It was thus that Voltaire, carried away by his 
Syftem of Liberty oppofed to the Altar, daily 
cjierifhed the fentiments of that liberty which was 
to combat the throne. Nor was it inadvertently 
that thefe maxims efqaped from hU poetic genius. 
In his correfpondence with D’Alembert, his in- 
tention appears clearly when he points out to his 
confidant, all thole verfes which may teach the 
fubjedt to rife in judgment againft his King, or 
even to become his affaflin or executioner, fliould 
he ever chufe to view his Prince in the light of a 
tyrant or a defpot. Exa&ly fuch are the paflages 
which he wifhes D’Alembert to notice, when he 
writes, <{ Laft year I hurried over a Play called 

The Laves of Minos , which prelently you will 
“ fee hilled. In thofe Laws of Minos, Teucep 
" fays to Merion the Senator, 

Our law* a change, oar Hate a King requires f . 


• pialogues of the Philofophers on Happinefs. 
f “ 11 faut changer de Iqu, il faut avoir on maitre. 

The 
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The Senator anlwers : 

Of me, my treafures and my life difpofe. 

But fhoold the pow’r this fovereign rank bellows 
Be turn’d againft our laws and native land. 

Then Hull my arm that guilty pow'r withftand*. 

Had Voltaire ever met with fuch verfes in the 
writings of a Clergyman, he would immediately 
have attacked him as an afiafiin and a traitor ; he 
would have exclaimed, Behold the fubjecft who 
raifes himfelf in judgment againft his Sovereign, 
who takes upon him the right of deciding between 
his King and the Laws, the right of attacking and 
combating his King, and of turning his fword 
againft him, every time it may pleafe him to be- 
lieve, or to perfuade the people, that the death of 
the Prince would reftore energy to the laws.— 
Voltaire would have immediately added, there we 
fee the people decidedly created both judge and 
fovereign over their Kings j fuch are the maxims 
which form Rebels, and produce Revolutions with 
all their concomitant horrors of democratic anar- 
chy. 

What Voltaire would very properly have laid on 
this affeftation of their making a diftinftion be- 

* “ Je vous offre mon bras, mes trefors Sc mon fang ; 

Mais fi vous abufez de ce fupreme rang, 

“ Pour fouler a vos pieds les loix Sc la patrie, 

** Je la defends. Seigneur, au peril de ma vie f 
•f Letter of iyb November, 177?, 

tween 
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tween the King and the Country, hiftory may as Hiifecre* 

properly apply to Voltaire himlelf ; more par- » n( l iDd »- 

ticularly as nobody knew the confequcnces and uc ka- 

dansrer of fuch maxims better than he did j nor E ainft tke 
° . throne* 

did he even make any fecret of their dangerous 

tendency when writing to his friends. He begins 

his letter to the Count D’Argental on fending him 

lome of thofe feditious publications, by faying, «« In 

the firft place, promife me upon oath, that you 

<c never will let my petit pates out of your hands, 

“ that you will fend them back to me, and in- 

** form me whether they are too highly leafoned, 

** or whether the general tafte of the day is more 

** depraved than my own. The forcemeat of my 

ic petit pates is not quite palatable to a monarchy ; 

** but you told me that a d\fb of Brutus had been 

“ lately ferved up at the Count de Falkenftein’s 

(t (the name under which Jofeph II. travelled), 

** and that none of the guefts had left the table *.’* 

Such language .is not very enigmatical j but it 

paints Voltaire in very different colours from thole 

we have feen him in, when reproaching his Pa- 

riiian brethren with feeing every thing topfy-turvy 

in their attack on the King’s power. It denotes 

an author who dares not yet Ihow his fentiments 

fo oppofite to that power, but who wilhes to go as 

far as pollible without expofing himlelf to danger. 

We fee him flattering himfelf that he has not been 


• 27th July, 1777. 
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too daring, as Jofeph II. had been imprudent 
enough to let a dijb of Brutus be Jerved tip at hit 
table-, that is to fay, that monarch had heard 
broached at his table, without (hewing his difplea- 
fure, doftrines the mod dangerous and threatening 
to the lives of Sovereigns. 

Hewifhej There are many other letters extant, which in- 
forctells dicate how deeply this Antimonarchical liberty 
the Revo- had rooted itfclf in the heart of Voltaire, and even 

loti on , 

how, much he defpifed that love for their Sovereign 
at that time fo univerfally prevalent among the 
French people. There is one iq particular, in 
which he complains mod bitterly, that ftrangers 
perfectly converfant in the catechifm of liberty, 
and equal to the talk of teaching it to the Parifians, 
are obliged to carry their fyftems elfewhere, before 
they have lucceeded in teaching them to the French 
people } that if man was created to ferve God, be 
•was dfo created to be free*. In Ihort, what dif- 
pleaied Voltaire more particularly was, that while 
he was making fuch progrels in this catechifm of 
liberty, the French people, whom he calls his 
Velcbes, did not keep pace with himf. When 
the Hiftorian (hall treat of the progrels which 
Voltaire was making in the arts of liberty, he (ball 
not extenuate his error, by faying that Voltaire 
was not aware of the fatal confequences of a revo* 

* Letter to DamilaviUe, 23d March, 1764. 

+ Ibid. Sc paihjn* 
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lution, or that he would have flatted back from 
his purpofe could he by poffibility have fbrefccn 
them. Certainly his foul could not be fo ferocious 
as to have aifpired after the bloody reign of a Ro* 
befpierre } but he complacently foretells, and 
offers up his prayers for a revolution, which he 
knows to be big with bloodfhed and furrounded 
with firebrands j and, however difaftrous fuch re* 
volutionary fcourges may appear to him, he ne- 
verthelcfs deems thofe perfons happy, who, from 
their juvenility, may live to fee them. He writes 
to the Marquis de Chauvelin, ** Every thing is 
** preparing the way to a great revolution , which 
** will mod undoubtedly take place ; and I fhall not 
** be fortunate enough to fee it. The French arrive 
** at every thing flowly, but ftill they do arrive. 
“ Light has fo gradually diffufed itfelf, that on the 
** firft opportunity the nation will break out, and 
<c the uproar will be glorious. Happy thofe who are 
" now young , for they will behold mojl extraordinary 
« things 

Let the reader notice the date of this letter, 
which is twenty-five years anterior to the French 
revolution. During the whole of that long period 
' we fhall never obferve Voltaire reproaching the 
adepts with feeing every thing topfy-turvy t when 
they attack the Royal prerogative. 

* ad March, 1764. 

Whether 
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Whether it was that the vi&ories he had obtain* 
ed over the altar gave him more confidence in 
his attacks again!! the Throne ; or that the fuccefs 
of his farCaftic attacks gradually made againft 
kings with impunity, had perfuaded him that they 
Were not fo formidable as he had believed them, 
either to himfclf or to his adepts ; which of theft 
was the true reafon we cannot now determine. 
This however is certain, that fo far from being 
llartled at the principles of infurredtion inculcated 
throughout the writings of his dilciples, he hugs 
himfelf in the idea that their productions were be* 
coming the catechifms of all nations. 

When Diderot publilhed his Syjtem of Ndturt, 
it was neither his attacks nor his frantic declama- 
tions againft kings, that the Philofopher of Femey 
fought to combat ; but a kind of metaphyfics the 
abfurdity of which, he feared, would refleCt on 
Philofophy. Yet, notwithftanding this abfurdity, 
and the violent declamations againft fovereignty, 
we find him exulting with D’Alembert in the f uC * 
cefe of that abominable work, and bragging of it* 
being fo greedily read throughout all Europe, that 
people fnatched it from each other. When he 
the courtiers and princes, encouraging newedi* 
tions of Helvetius’s work on man and his edO* 
cation, notwithftanding the feditious and anti* 
monarchical principles it contained, and which 
will be noticed in the courfe of this work, Voltaire* 
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€0 far from fearing the indignation of kings, which 
iuch writings would naturally draw down on his 
ichool of Philofophers, fmiles exultingly with 
D’Alembert at the great fuccefs of the work, and 
receives it as a proof that the flock of Jagts filently 
increafed*. 

Thus it is that all his fears of irritating Sove- 
reigns, by this apoftlefhip of Liberty and Equality 
gradually fubfide, and are fucceeded by that third 
of revolution, of riot, and of thofe tempeftuous 
fee nes which were to accompany the downfal of 
Emperors and Kings, in a word, of all Sovereigns, 
or, in their philofophical cant, of tyrants and 
defpots.' 

Our readers, and future ages, will naturally in- D’Alene 
quire, whether D’Alembert walked in the foot- 
fteps of his dear m after ; whether, as zealous as menu 
Voltaire for the Anti-chriftian liberty, he alfo 
adopted that liberty fo inimical to royalty. Let throne. 
D’Alembert fpeak for himfelf : His anfwer is con- 
tained in a letter already quoted, but which may 
throw new light on this queftion. 

“ You love reason and LiBERTv, my dear 

brother ; and a man can hardly love the one 
“ without loving the other. Well then, here is a 
.** worthy Republican Pbilofopber whom I prefent 

• Letter to D’Alembert, 16th July 1770. No. 1 14 and 
117, anno 1773, and to the Ducheft of Choifeal, 1770. 

tf to 
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* f to you, who will talk with you on Philosophy 
" and Liberty: It is Mr. Jennings, chamber* 
lain to the king of Sweden, a man of great me* 
r< rit and enjoying a high degree of reputation ifl 
K his own country. He is worthy of your ac* 
“ quaintance, both for his own merit, and for die 
** uncommon efteerti he has for your writings, 
,f which have Jo much contributed toward dijfeminat- 
** ing thoje two principles among perfons worthy tf 
u feeling them 

What an avowal is this for a man like D’Alem* 
bert, who was extremely cautious in his expref- 
fions, and always on his guard, left he Ihould 
utter any thing that might expofe him to danger. 
Tou love Reafon and Liberty, and a man can hardly 
love the one , without loving the other. A few liReS 
lower, we find this Reafon to be Philofophy ; and 
the lubfequent Liberty to be that of a Republican 
Philofopher j who neverthelels lives under a mo- 
narchy, loaded with the favors, and enjoying the 
Confidence of his Sovereign. It is D’Alembert 
then who avows, that one can hardly love his pre* 
tended Philofophy, without loving Republicanifm> 
or that liberty which he believes not to exift under 
Monarchy. 

It is D’Alembert again who felefts from among 
the numerous claims which may entitle the fopbi* 

• Letter to Voltaire, 19th January 1769. 

ftical 
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ftical courtier to Voltaire’s or His own efteem, that 
of his love for Republican Philofophy j though he 
certainly could not cultivate fuch a difpofition, 
widiout fecrctly wifhing to betray the caufe of his 
King. 

In fhort, it is D’Alembert who extolls the 
writings of his dear and illuftrious brother, as pe- 
culiarly adapted to difieminate tboje two principles 
of Republican Liberty and Republican Pbilofopby 
among perfoiis worthy of feeling them ; or, in other 
words, as peculiarly adapted to fulfil the wifhes of 
thofe pretended fages, who can find no liberty 
under the government of Kings, and who deteft 
Monarchy in proportion to their love for Re- 
publics. He who believes himfelf worthy of feel- 
ing this two-fold fentimenty he who acknowledges 
no Philofophy as true if void of thefe two fenri- 
ments, could he, I afk, demonftrate in a more 
forcible manner, how ardently they glowed in his 
.heart, or how much he panted after thofe revo- 
lutions which were to crulh the throne, and efta- 
blilh Republicanifm on its ruin ? 

In drawing thefe inferences, let not the reader 
foppofe that we mean to confound in all cafes a 
bias for Republics, or the love of Liberty, with the 
hatred of Kings, and the deftre of fob verting every 
Throne. We are perfe&ly aware, that there exift 
many worthy Republicans, who, while they love 
their own Government, are not unmindful of the 
Vox., II. D refpedt 
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refpeft due to thofe of other Nations. Nor are we 
ignorant that true Civil Liberty is no lefs compa- 
tible with Monarchies than with Republics : in- 
deed, it might not be difficult to prove, that the 
fubjedt frequently enjoys a more real and extenGve 
Liberty under a Kingly, than under a Republican 
Government, efpecially if a Democracy. But 
when we behold the Sophifters perpetually com- 
plaining of the Government of Kings under whom 
they live, fry ling their Sovereigns Defpots, and 
fighing after the Liberty of the Republican Philo- 
fqpher, we are certainly entitled to view their 
love for Liberty and Republicanifm as blended 
with the hatred of Kings. If their blafphemies 
againft Chrift, if what they call their Philofbphy 
be by any means thwarted, impatient of the rein, 
they burft forth into complaint, and they exclaim, 
that Rea/on is Jhackled j that Defpotifm, Decisu 
like, perpetually perjecutes them j or, that man is un- 
fortunate indeed when he lives under the eye of a 
Monarch, or of his Minifters *. 

But to confine ourfclves to D’Alembert, let us 
recal to mind, that in the warfare againft the altar, 
he adted the part of the fox. We lhall fee him 
employing the fame cunning in his attack againft 
the Throne. He will excite and flimulate others, 
he will even guide their pens ; but he carefully 

* See Voltaire’s and D’Alembert’s correspondence/*#*. 
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•Voids every thing by which he might himlclf 
be eventually endangered. It is thus that he lauds 
Voltaire, that he extols the zeal with which his 
dear brother propagates that Republican Liberty 
and Philofophy j and fearing left this zeal fhould 
Ibmetime abate, he adds, “ Continue to fight as 
** you do, fro aris et facts j as for me, my bands 
* f are tied by minijlerial and facerdotal tyranny j I can 
* f only follow the example of Moles, and raife 
** up my hands to heaven while you contend in 
« fight*” 

Again, we find him informing Voltaire of the 
eagernefs with which he reads and devours all thole 
writings in which that Premier Chief had com- 
bined his attacks againft the Altar and the Throne. 
We fee him applauding his farcaftic wit, and thus 
addrelfing him : "I am almoft angry when I learn 
** from public report, that without informing me 
** of it you have given a flap to Fanaticifm and 
*« Tyranny, and that without detriment to the 
“ fwingeing blows which you apply in fo mafterly 
“ a manner on other occalions. You enjoy alone 
« f the privilege of covering with odium and ridi- 
** cule thole two pefts of fociety -J-.” 

During this warfare, it was not the good fortune 
of all the adepts to gain the applaufe of D’Alem- 
bert. They had not, like Voltaire, the art of 

• 19th January, 1769. • 
f Litter from D’Alembert, 14th July, 1767. 
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pleating or amufing Kings, who did not perceive 
that the farcaftic wit and fatire of his romances and 
hiftorical productions fell on their own heads, 
though fecmingly aimed only at the perfons of 
other Kings. 

It was not every one of the adepts that had the 
art of throwing the living into contempt, by 
Unking at the dead j of flattering the perfon of the 
Sovereign, and rendering fovereignty odious ; nor 
fliall we find D’Alembert equally plealed with all 
thofe who appear in array againft the Royal caufe. 
Some of them, too eager, faid too much ; others 
were awkward in their attacks, and thefe he ftyles 
bunglers who are to be found every where *. Others 
again were not fufliciently bold. He will allow 
them wit, but he wifhes them to be lefs favorable to 
Dejpotifm ; and the reader will eafily conceive what 
he would have written himfelf if his bands bad not 
been tied, when he confidentially writes to Voltaire, 
I bate Depots almoft as much as you do yourfelf-\. 

It would be futile to objeCt, that the hatred of 
Defpotifm does not infer the hatred of Kings. 
We know that ; but who are the Deipots implied 
by our Sophifters, if not the Kings under whom 
they lived. Were the Emperor of the Turks, or 
the Grand Mogul, who had nothing to do with 
our Philofophers, the objeCts of their repeated 

• 24th January, 1778. f 23d January, 1770. 
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complaints and hatred ? Such objections are un- 
worthy of being noticed. Their language is 
known ; and fufficient proofs will occur to fliow, 
that with the fed Defpots or 'Tyrants and Sovereigns 
fir Kings are fynonymous terms. The very affec- 
tation of confounding them together lhows that 
the hatred of the one and of the other were blended 
in the hearts of the Chiefs and of their Adepts. 

In lhort, the compliments of D’Alembert are 
not the lble proofs with which the adepts have fur- 
nilhed us of the great part Voltaire had taken in 
that revolution fo fatal to Monarchy, and which he 
fo exultingly forefaw. Had he never aimed his 
farcaftic wit, fo much admired by the fophifters, at 
the perfons of Kings, ftill he would have been the 
man, at leaft in the eyes of his fchool, who had 
fmoothed the way, who had fcaled the rampart, to 
aflail the Throne and ihiver the Scepter of the 
pretended Tyrants j in a word, to contrive what 
the French Revolution has lince accomplilhed, 
both with refped to -the crown and peribn of the 
unfortunate Lewis XVI. 

Thefe important fervices are thus appreciated 
by Condorcet : “ Shall (lays he) men who would 
“ ftill have been Haves to prejudice if Voltaire 
** had .not written, accufe him of betraying the 
“ caufe of Liberty !— They cannot underftand that 
“ if Voltaire had inferted in his writings the 
“ principles of the elder Brutus, that is to fay, 
D 3 “ thofe 
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“ thole of the American Ad of Independence, 
t{ neither Montefquieu nor Roufleau could have 
«* publilhed their works. Had he, as the Author 
" of the Syftem of Nature did, obliged all the 
** Kings of Europe to fupport the afcendancy of 
“ the Clergy, Europe would ftill haye remained 
** in the bonds of Jlavery and buried in Juperfiition, 
*' They will not refled, that in our writings, as 
** in our adions, we are to make no more than a 
** necefiary difplay of courage 

Condorcet, in writing this, feems to have con-* 
fldered himfelf as having diiplayed a fufhcient 
courage, as he did not think it neceflary to fay, 
that the throne would have remained unlhakcn, 
if Voltaire had not begun by eradicating religion 
from the minds of the people. His brethren the 
hebdomadary adepts, criticized the panegyrift as 
not having fufficiently extolled the fervices which 
Voltaire had rendered. At that period the French 
Revolution was at its fummit. Lewis XVI- was 
reduced to a mere phantom of royalty in his 
palace, or rather prifon, of the Thuillerics. The 
literary part of the Mercurc was conduded by La 
Harpe, Marmontcj, and Champfort; and theft 
reviewers undertake to inform the unfortunate 
Monarch of the hand which had wrought the 
downfall of his throne. In giving an account of 

* Life of Voltaire, edit. Kell. 

the 
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the life of Voltaire, written by the Marquis de 
Condorcetj the hebdomadary Philofophers (peak 
in the following terms : 

“ It appears that it would have been poflible to 
«* (how in a clearer light, the eternal obligations 
<c which human nature has to Voltaire. Circum- 
“ fiances were favorable. He did not forefee all that 
“ be has done , but he has done all that we now fee . . 
“ The enlightened obferver and the able hiftorian 
“ wifi prove to thole who are capable of reflexion, 
u that the firft Author of the great Revolution, which 
“ aftonijhes all Europe , which infufes hope into the 
ft hearts of nations , and difquiet into courts, was, 
<* without doubt , Voltaire . He was the firft who 
«* levelled that formidable rampart of Defpotifin, 
“ the religious and facerdotal power. Had he 
“ not broken the yoke of Priefts, that of Tyrants 
“ never could have been lhaken off* ; both equally 
“ weighed upon our necks, and were fo intimately 
“ interwoven, that, the firft once flackened, the 
<c latter muft foon have loft its hold. The hu- 
“ man mind is no more to be impeded in the 
“ career of independence than it is in that of (la- 
<* veryi and it was Voltaire who (hook off the 
“ yoke, by teaching it to judge, in every refpeft, 
“ thofe who kept it in fubjeftion. It was he who 
“ rendered reafon popular; and if the people had 
c * not learned to think, never would it have known 
** its own ftrength. The reflexions of the fage 
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“ prepare Political Revolutions, but it is the arm 
** of the people which executes them 
Refnlt of Had I no other object in view than to demon* 
avowals, ftrate that thefe men, ftyling themfelves Philo* 
fophers, and glorying in the ichool and name of 
Voltaire, chiefly aimed at the overthrow of Mo- 
narchy when they attacked religion ; that it was 
to the luccefsful warfare which Voltaire had carried 
on againft the religion of Chrift that they pecu- 
liarly attribute their fuccels againft the Throne ; 
that by the appellation of Tyrant and Defpot 
they pointed at the beft of Kings and moft right- 
ful of Sovereigns : had this been my only objeft, 
I lay, it would have been ulelels to continue thefe 
Memoirs on the Antimonarchical Confpiracy, or 
that of the Sophifters of Rebellion againft every 
King. 

And who are thefe Sophifters that declare fo 
openly and lb exprefsly the fecret of the left ? 
Firft view Condorcet, the moft relblute Atheift, 
the dearcft of the brethren, the fteady fupport of 
Voltaire’s hopes, the moft intimate confidant of 
D’Alembert f. It is he who fets out by declaring, 
that, if Voltaire had not combated Religious pre- 
judices, or that if he had attacked Regal authority 

* Merc ore de France, Saturday, 7th Auguft, 1790.N0. if, 
p. xxvi. 

f See the fir 11 part of thefe Memoirs. 
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in a more direft manner, France would have re- 
mained enflaved. 

Next on the lift we find the Journalifts LaHarpe, 
Marmontel, and Champfort, who, in the moft ce- 
lebrated journal of the left, complain that Con- 
dorcet has not Aiown fufficient courage, and that 
he is not fufficiently explicit on the pretended 
eternal obligations which mankind have to Voltaire, 
who by fhaking religion to its foundations has 
overturned the Throne, who by the ruin of the 
Pontiff has ftruck the Tyrant. 

And who is the Tyrant, the Defpot over whom 
they lb loudly triumph ? A King whole very name 
echoes to that of juftice and goodnefs ; a Monarch 
almoft adored by his people, and who loved them 
to a degree of weaknefsj for he very often repeat- 
ed, that he would not fuffer one drop of his fub- 
je£ts blood to be fpilt in his defence. 

Will hiftory believe, that the unfortunate Lewis 
XVI. was the Defpot over whom they triumph. 
And yet if any King upon earth ihould believe 
that he is not comprehended in the general fub- 
verfion aimed at by the confpirators, let . him 
hearken : It is not of France alone that they {peak, 
but of all mankind : it is mankind that they pre- 
tend to behold enflaved under Kings; and that 
hope which they had infufed into the heart of man, 
is the fame which they joyfully obferve expanding 

itfelf 
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itfelf through all nations ! If now tranquil on Us 
throne, let him remember, that he is deftitute of 
the prudence which even the Confpirators fuppofe 
him to be endowed with. They believe difquut 
to be infujed into every Court ; for they well know, 
that their principles and their lawkfs attempts 
openly menaced monarchy. Yes, that their con- 
fpiracy was univerlal, is already evident ; hiftory 
needs no farther proof : But before they dared 
proclaim it, that confpiracy had its gradations its 
means are to be laid open. The firft ftep is that 
hatred again ft thethrone, flowing in the hearts of the 
chiefs, from the hatred they had conceived againft 
their God. The fecond will be found in the in- 
veftigation of thole fyftems devifed by the adepts 
to overthrow regal authority, and fubftitute another 
in its Head. The teachers of the feft had applied 
the vague principles of Liberty and Equality to 
Religious tenets i and hence originated the hatred 
of Chrift and his Church. From the fame prin- 
ciples applied to politics arofe thole theories and 
fyftems of fubverflon, with which the fc& aflail$ 
every throne. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II, 


Second Stef of the Confer ay againft Kings. 
Political Syftms of tie Sett, 
jyArgenfan and Mwttjquieu, 


AMONG the adepts who muft have forefeen the D’Ar|e«. 
confequences which naturally enfued from the ap- £££ J ~ 
plication of a pretended equality of rights, and of 
an irreligious liberty, to politics, none could have 
done fo more intuitively than the Marquis D’Ar- 
genfon. This man, minifter of the foreign de- 
partment, had lived during the greater part of his 
life near the perfon of his Sovereign, and enjoyed 
that favour, to which he was thought to be entided 
by having confecrated his life in the Royal iervice. 

Yet he was the man who, during the reign .of 
Lewis XV. drew the outlines of thofe Sophifticated 
Syftems, which were to oppofe Regal authority, 
and gradually metamorphofe the French Monarchy 
into a Republic. 

We have fcen Voltaire, as early as the year 
1743, extolling the affedtion which this Marquis 
bore to Equality, to Liberty, and to the Municipal 
Government. Thefe praifes of the Premier Chief 
Cvidcndy fhow, that Mr. D’Argenfon had already 
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conceived his Municipalizing Syftem, and all thole 
wild plans, which the future rebels, under the 
title of a Condiment Affembly, were to adopt as 
one of die leading features of their Royal Demo- 
cracy, at once the mod fenfelefs and mod fedidous 
as well as the mod heterogeneous form of govern- 
ment that could be conceived, and more efpecially 
for Frenchmen: They alfo prove, that he made no 
fecret of his plans to his confidents and co-opera- 
ton. 

His fydem confids in the divifion and fubdivi- 
fion of the Provinces into fmall States, fird called 
Provincial Adminiftrat'ums by Nccker, and after- 
wards termed Departments by Target and Mira- 
beau. 

According to D’Argenfon’s plan, refumed and 
corrected by Turgot and Nccker, each of thofe 
petty dates was, under the infpe&ion of the King, 
to be charged with the interior adminidration of 
its diftri&s, and the levying of taxes j to fuper- 
intcnd the different plans adopted for the retijef of 
the people; to infped the hofpitals, the high 
roads, the edablifhments ufeful to commerce and 
other fuch objects. The adminidrators could not 
determine on any fubjedt of importance without 
the orders of his Majedy, and this was judged a 
fufficient fence to the Royal prerogative, efpecially 
as at the fird formation of thefe provincial admi- 
nidrations, one half of the members were to be 
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nominated by the King, which half when aflem- 
bled chofe the remaining moiety. The diftinftion 
of the three orders, of the Clergy, the Nobility, 
and the third Eftate, was prelerved, as it ufed to 
be in the States General *. 

The towns and boroughs, and even the villages 
were to have their refpedtive municipalities, all 
a&ing on the fame plan, and under the direction 
of the Provincial Adminiftrations, in their fecon- 
dary diftri&s. 

Though at firffc fight this fyftem appears ex- Natural 
tremely advantageous, yet, on examination, we 
fhall find, that its foie tendency was to apply Re- tern, 
publican forms, as much as circumftances would 
permit, to a Monarchical government; that its 
object was to cramp the authority of the Monarch, 
to clog and weaken it ; and to annihilate the power 
of his officers, or direlt agents, the intendants of 
provinces. 

Soon was France by means of thefe aflemblies 
and their committees, or permanent offices, to be 
filled with ambitious men ftarting forth in the new 
political career; men indeed who, in the firft 
inftance, would have recognized the authority of 
a King, but who would foon have confidered them- 
felves better informed of the wants of the people 
(being nearer to them) than his minifters, and 

* See D’Argenfon’s plans, &c. on the nature of govern- 
ments. 

therefore 
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therefore more fully acquainted with the means of 
alleviating their diftrefles. Remonftrances and 
philofophic reafonings would loon have followed* 
and fufficed to juftify difobedience. The people* 
under a fond perfuafion, that thefe provincial ad- 
miniftrators fupported their interefts againft the 
court, would eafily have been brought to believe 
them the bulwark of their liberties and privileges, 
afligning every happy event to them, and attri- 
buting every misfortune to the King and his mi- 
nifters. Each municipality coalefcing with the 
adminiftrators, a hundred petty Republics ltart into 
exiftence, ready to league againft their Sovereign, 
who, under the title of King, would fcarcely have 
retained the authority of a Doge. 

In time we fhould have feen a fwarm of politi- 
cafters, or petty tribunes, fallying forth from 
thefe adminiftrativc bodies, who would have left 
no means untried to perfuade the populace that 
fuch a King was rather a burden than an advan- 
tage to the ftate ; that it would be proper to lay 
him afide, fince he was unneceffary ; that the pro- 
vincial and municipal adminiftrations would then 
be able to follow up in a more effectual manner* 
the falutary meafures they had conceived for the 
good of the people : and thus, ftep by ftep, the 
Monarchical government would have been over- 
thrown, and a municipal adminiftration eftablifhed* 
with the freedom of which Voltaire and D’Argenr 
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fon had been lo fafcinated in Holland. The mail 
who could not readily forefee that fuch would 
be the confequence of this municipalizing fyftem, 
mud have been very ignorant of the character of 
Frenchmen, and efpccially of French Philofo- 
phers when drawn into the vortex of modern 
politics. 

£ven the admiflion of the clergy into thefe pro* 
vifional adminiftrations muft have proved a fatal 
boon to the church, as it necdlarily tended to 
change the fpirit of its minifters. Priefts and 
bilhops were admitted, or rather called upon, to 
form a part of thefe adminiftrations, fo foreign to 
their facred functions, for the confpiracy had not 
yet attained fufficicnt force to caft them off. The 
zeal for ialvation was to be fuperieded by the wild 
ambition of moving in a fphere fo contrary to 
their calling. Already were feveral prelates di- 
ftdnguifhed by this new title of Adminiftrators. 
Soon fhould we have feen them become rather the 
difciples of D’Argenlbn, Turgot and Necker, than 
of Ghrift; foon feen the bifhopricks conferred 
upon none but Morellets and Beaudeaux, with 
whom religion would have been a very fubordinate 
objedt, when compared to the glorious enterprize 
of lyftem-making, or of refifting die Minifters and 
the Sovereign. This was a fure method of ruining 
the church, by robbing her of the real biftiOps, 
and fubftituting petty politicians, who would eafily 

be 
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be carried away by the torrent of impiety and 
ambition, and join with heart and hand a Bri- 
enne or an Expilli. 

Whatever might have been the confequence to 
the church, it is very evident that all thefe new 
forms of adminiftrarion tended diredtly to repub* 
licanize the ftate. Each of thefe petty adminiltra- 
tors would foon have fwclled himfelf into the re- 
prelentative of the province, and the aggregate 
would have ftyled themfelves the Reprefentatives 
of the Nation. The bare appellation of National 
Reprefentative, combined with Modern Philofo- 
phifm, fufficed to crufli the Monarchy. 

D’Argenfon did not live to witnefs the experi- 
ment of his fyftem ; fome may fuppofe that he had 
not foreleen its conlequences. But it plainly ap- 
pears, that if he even had foreleen them, lb great 
an admirer of municipalized Republics’ would not 
have been much alarmed. At a time when the 
Sophifters had not fufficiently erafed the love of 
religion from the hearts of the French to efface 
their affcdtion for their Monarch, this fyftem ap- 
peared to make but little impreflion ; but we lhall 
fee the Sophifters afterward making it the parti- 
cular objedt of their diflertations, to accuftom the 
people to the idea of governing themfelves *. 

* Snppl. to Social Contra#, part 3. chap. 2. by Gudin. 
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To the great misfortune of France, a man far Montef- 
° „ . . . quieu. 

more capable than D’Argenfon of giving to any 

iyftem the appearance of deep thought and eru- 
dition, engaged in thefe political fpeculations. 

The love of the commonweal may appear to have 
directed him toward this ftudy ; but the real caufe 
is to be found in the reftleffnels of Philofophifm, and 
in that liberty of thinking which is difgufted with 
every thing around it, and which would continue 
rcftlefs even after having attained the object of 
which it was in learch. This man, who by fo many 
claims commands the public veneration was Charles 
Secondat, Baron de la Brede and De Montefquieu. 

He was born on the 18 th of January 1689, in the 
Chateau de la Brede, within three leagues of 
Bourdeaux; and in 1716, became prefident £ 
mortier of that parliament. We have already men- 
tioned, that his firft productions were thofe of a 
young man who had no fixed principles of reli- 
gion ; and this is clearly perceptible in perufing 
the Lettres Perjannes. At a riper age his duty 
called him to the ftudy of the laws j but not con- 
tent with the knowledge of thofe of his own coun- 
try, and defirous of making himfelf converfant in 
thofe of foreign nations, he made the tour of 
Europe, ftayed fometime in England, and then 
returned to France full of thofe ideas which he has 
developed in the two works that have chiefly con- 
tributed to his fame. The firft is entitled, Confi- 
Vol. II. E derations 
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Montef- 
quieu’s 
firft at- 
tacks OB 
the 

Throne. 


derations On the Caufes of the Grandeur and Decline cf 
the Roman Empire, and was publifhed in 1733 j 
the latter was. The Spirit of Laws, which appeared 
in 1748. 

It was obvious, on the firft appearance of his 
work on the Romans, that Montefquieu had not 
acquired from his travels an additional efteem for 
the government of his own country. One of the 
prime caufes to which he attributes the eclat of the 
Romans, is their love of a Liberty which begins 
by dethroning all Kings. The Sophifters, who 
were ftill lefs favorable to Monarchy, did not fail 
to adopt this idea, to make it the leading prin- 
ciple, and to inculcate it in all their difcourfcs *. 

Both Montefquieu and his panegyrifts would 
have been more correct, had they traced bock 
to this love of liberty all thofe fcourges and in- 
teftine broils which harrafled Rome, from the ex- 
pulfion of its Kings until the reign of the Empe- 
rors. Liberty perpetually convulfed the people, 
and the fenate could only free themfelves from 
their clamours by habitual war and foreign pillage. 
This perpetual ftate of hoftility rendered the Ro- 
man the moft warlike of all nations, and gave 
them that immenfe advantage which they enjoyed 
over all other people. To the man who has read 
the Roman hiftory, nothing can be more evident. 

* Eloge de Montefquieu by D’Alembert. 
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But if fuch be the merits of that liberty which 
expelled the Kings from Rome, that antifocial 
fpirit, which, fowing difcord in the interior ceco- 
aomy of families, drives them from their homes, 
inures them to fatigue and the inclemency of the 
weather, and gives them all the advantages and 
ftrength of robbers, by forcing them to live on 
plunder, after having denied them the fweets of 
ibcial life,— the Antifocial fpirit, I fay, muft needs 
poffcfs the very fame advantages. 

Montefquieu was fo ftrangely milled by his ad- Hi« Para- 
miration for. liberty, that he did not perceive the t he Kings 
ftrangely paradoxical portions that he advanced. of Rome * 
After having fpoken of the public edifices, which 
nun to this day give us a great idea of the power and 
grandeur qf Rome under its Kings , after having faid, 

“ that one of the caufes of its profperity was, that 
** its Kings .were all great men, and that no coun- 
** try could ever fhew fuch a continued feries of 
“ ftatefmen and great generals he adds, nearly in 
the fame page, " that on the expullion of the 
** Kings it muft neceflarily follow, either that 
K Rome would change its government, or remain 
** a poor and petty monarchy In a word, that 
if Rome arrived at that very high pitch of great- 
nefs, it was owing to its having Jubftituted annual 
Gonfuls to the dethroned Kings. 

# Confederations, Sec. Sc c. on the Romans* 
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This work teems with fatyrical remarks on 
Rome, when again brought under the dominion 
of a Monarch j and his frequent exprelEons of 
regret for the lofs of the Republican Liberty, 
could not but tend to diminifh that love, that ad- 
miration, that enthuOafm fo natural to Frenchmen 
for their King. One might really fufpeCt that he 
wifhed to inftil into the minds of the people a be- 
lief, that what Sovereigns call eftablilhing order, 
is another term for riveting fetters on their fub- 
jedts *. 

But the work that we have been confidering was 
merely a prelude to the doctrines which he was 
His Spirit about to teach (in bis Spirit of Laws) to all na- 
of Laws. t j ons governed by a Monarch. Let us premife, 
and with great lincerity we fay it, that had we to 
perform the talk of a panegyrift, caufes for admi- 
ration would abound had we to anfwer thofe cri- 
tics who reproach Montefquieu with having taken 
the motto, prolem fine matre ireatam, and giving 
his work as if it were an original, though he may 
appear to have followed the footfteps ofBodin, 
celebrated for his work on Republics, we never- 
thelefs think we may triumphantly anfwer, that the 
drofs he may have borrowed from others cannot 
alloy the fterling value of his own production j 
and that in fpite of the errors contained in the 

• Chap. ij. 

Spirit 
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•Spirit of Laws, it will for ever continue to be 
conlidered as the work of a wonderful genius *. 

But it is not for us to aflume the chara&er, 
either of the critic or of the panegyrift. Our ob- 
jeft is to inveftigate how far Montefquieu broached 
-or influenced revolutionary ideas. It is the mis- 
fortune of a great genius, that his very errors are 
too often converted into oracles. Truth muft 
often fubmit to error, when that error is fupport- 
cd by a celebrated name ! That vi&ory which he 
would have difclaimed, refultcd merely from the 

• We may fafely aflert, that . if Montefquieu has borrowed 
fuch drofs as the Syftem of Climates from Bodin, he hat 
thrown aiide many articles which by no means coincided with 
his ideas : for example, the definition of a Sovereign given 
by Bodin could never agree with Montefquieu’s notions of a 
Free people, or of its feprefentatives. The former is exagge- 
rated. fn Bodin’s language, we might fay, that the covenant 
by which the Sovereign is confHtuted, gives him the right of 
difpofing at pleafure of the lives and fortunes of every citizen: 
That the foie diflin&ion between the Tyrant and the lawful 
‘King is, that the former exercifes his authority for the fubju- 
gation, while the latter exerts his for the happinefs of the 
people. The generality of Montefquieu’s principles appear 
not to recognize a fufficient Sovereignty in the real Monarch; 
but the oppofite excefs into which Bodin had fallen may, by 
difgufting Montefquieu, have driven him into the oppofite 
extreme. In fhort, whether this criticifm be correct or not 
is of little confcquence, our objed being to reprefent Mon- 
tefquieu’s ideas exa&ly as he has exprefied them, in what* 
ever part of the work they may be found. 
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celebrity of his name, and the weight of his au» 
thority. The diftindion which he makes between 
die principles of Monarchy and thafe of Republi- 
can! fm may convince the 1 reader. In an ordinary 
writer, the whole of that part of the Spirit of Laws 
would have been looked upon as the fport of ima- 
gination playing upon words. But from Moncefi* 
quieu they are received as the refolt of profound 
thought, fandioned by the great name of hiftory. 
Let us examine whether the notions branding 
Monarchy with difgrace can originate from any 
thing but the abufe of terms. 

His di- Honour, in the general acceptation of his conn- 
between tr y men > was the fear of being defpifed, and a 
theprin- horror particularly of being looked upon as a 
jJEJT ° f coward. It was the fentiment of Glory and of 
narchies Courage. When a more moral fentiment attach- 
publics. 6 " idelf to honour, it was converted into the lhame 

of having done, or of hearing onefelf reproached 
as having done, fome ad unworthy of an honeft 
man ; for inftance, as having broken one’s word. 

. Montefquieu, obferving the defpotic influence 
which this word exercifed over his countrymen, 
adopted honour as the firft principle, the main 
Ipring, the prime mover of Monarchies, and flat-' 

' ters Republics with having virtue for their firft 
principle *. The chivalry of the French, pleafed 1 

• Spirit of the Laws, Book IQ. Chap. 3. and following. 
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with the idea, applauds Montefquieu, but does not 
perceive that in adopting the word he falfifies the 
fentiment and metamorphofes it into a falfe honour, 
a prejudice, a tbirfi of fame, an ambition for diftinc - 
tions or for favor ; in a word, into all the vices of 
the courtier *. This was bewildering honour j it 
was telling thofe bold Knights, fo zealous for their 
King, that, they were no more than effeminate 
courtiers, ambitious men, and flavcs to a preju- 
dice the fource of all the vices of Courts: an affer- 
tion the more evidently falfe, as many a French- 
man replete with true honour was entirely free 
from any of thofe vices. Such a diftin&ion was 
not only odious and difgraceful, it was alfo delu- 
five, and the delufion feems to have prevented 
Montefquieu from perceiving that hereafter Phi- 
lofophifin would adopt the principle, but would 
only repeat the word honour as the oppofite to vir- 
tue, the principle of Republics, and brand the Roya- 
lifts with all the falfe prejudices, the ambition, and 
other vices, which he had artfully afcribed to honour. 

This firft error therefore was the offspring of 
delufion. Though, in one fenfe, as much may be 
laid of the pretended principle of Democracies. 
In another point of view, however, this principle 
may be introduced with more corrednefst and 

• lb. Chap. 7, y faffm. Book III, and V. 
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this latter fenfe appears to be that to which Mon* 
tefquieu at firft alluded. It is undeniable, that 
virtue ought to be more particularly the principle 
of Democracies than of any other form of Govern- 
ment, they being the moft turbulent and the raoft 
vicious of all ; in which virtue is abfolutely necef- 
fary to control the paflions of men, to quell that 
fpirit of cabal, anarchy, and faction inherent to 
the Democratic form, and to chain down that am- 
bition and rage of dominion over the people, 
which the weaknefs of the laws can fcarcely with- 
ftand. 

But it would have been fatyric in the extreme to 
have adopted this latter fenfe ; and Montefquieu’s 
great admiration for the ancient Democracies 
would never permit him to give fuch an explana- 
tion of the principle. He therefore generalizes or 
particularizes his definitions as fuits his purpole. 
At one time this virtue , the prime mover of Re- 
publics, is the love of one's country— that is to fay, 
of Equality— is a political, and not a moral virtue •. 
At another , this political is a moral virtue , as it is 
diredted to the public good f. In one place it is 
not the virtue of individuals though in another 
it is every thing that can be underftood by good 
morals, or by the virtue of a people who are pre- 

• Advertisement of the Author to the new Edition, 
f Note to chap. 5 , Book 111. J Ibid. 

ferved 
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Jerved from corruption by the goodnefs of their 
maxims *. Again, it is the moft common virtue 
in that date where “ theft k blended with the 
** fpirit of juftice } the hardeft fervitude with ex- 
“ cefs of Liberty, the moft atrocious fentiments 
** with the greateft moderation in fhort, it is 
the virtue of that ftate where ** natural fenti- 
«* ments are preferred without the tie of fon, 

“ hulband, or father, and where even chaftity 
** k denuded of modefty and fhame f.” 

Whatever idea the reader may have formed of 
virtue through the mift which appears to have 
enveloped the genius of Montefquieu in enigmatic 
darknefs, let us afk, which principle will he 
adopt, or which will he conceive to be the moft 
clearly exprcflcd ? If afked, whether virtue was 
not alfo to be found in Monarchies, he will 
anfwer, " I know that virtuous Princes are no 
«« uncommon fight ; but I venture to affirm, that in 
“ a Monarchy it k extremely difficult for the pco- 
** pie to be virtuous J}” and this fentiment, fb 
odious and fo injurious to all Royalifts, will in the 
end be the moft clearly deduced of all the new 
opinions he has broached upon Monarchical Go- 
vernment. Whether fuch were hk intentions or 
not, a day will come, when the Sophifters, re- 

* Chap. 2 , Book I. + Chap. 6, Book IV. 

1 Chap. 5 , Book 111. 
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peating his a flections, will lay to the people, 
u You only love your King becaufe you have not 
“ a fufikient fenfe of Philofophy to raife your- 
" fclves above the prejudices of ambition and offalje 
u honour ; becaulc you arc deftitute of thole moral 
, “ virtues which direff to the public good j becaufe 
“ you are not inflamed with the love of your Com- 
“ try i becaufe you admire that form of Govcrn- 
“ ment, where it is extremely difficult for the people to 
“ be virtuous. You would admire Democracy were 
«* your morals good , and were you fired with the 
“ amor patrir — but, deftitute of virtue and unac- 
“ quainted with Philofophy, you are only capable 
“ of loving your Kings.” 

Such, as every refle&ing reader muft perceive, 
is the real explanation of thefe principles. The 
Revolution has only brought them into pra&ice. 
We have heard a Robefpierre and a Sieyes, pro* 
claiming to the people, that in crufhing the Scep- 
ter, murdering their King, and conftituting France 
a Republic, they had only put virtue on the order of 
the day. In the midft of maflacres and bloodfhed, 
they profaned the facred name of virtue $ and with 
virtue in their mouths they plunged the people 
into the moft horrid lcenes of vice and debauchery. 
Cut have we not feen Montefquieu teaching then* 
how to blend virtue with the moft atrocious Jenti - 
mentSy and how it may reign amidft the bardeft fer- 
vitudty_ or the txcefs of liberty? ^Attributing fuch> 

in ten- 
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intentions to this celebrated writer would moft 
certainly be doing injuftice to his memory ; but 
ftill it is our duty to (peak uarefervedly on what 
he has written, and to Ihew what fentiments 
nations may have imbibed from his writings. It 
is awful to refled (whatever may have been his 
intentions) on the terrible ravages which his opi- 
nions, fupported by the authority of his name, 
have operated in the minds of men. Error is in 
its infancy with Montefquieu ; but it is the fame 
error that was afterwards, in the (bate of manhood, 
adopted by Robefpierre. Montefquieu would have 
fhrunk back with horror had he heard that Demo- 
cratic villain place virtue for the order of the day 
with his fanginnary Republic ; but what could the 
aftonifhed mafter have replied, on being told, that 
it was extremely difficult for the people to be virtuous 
tmder a Monarch, or under Lewis XVI. ? 

Let genius (brink back with horror at feeing its 
errors traverfe the immenle interval between Mon- 
tefquieu and Robefpierre t let it tremble at its 
defpotic influence over the public opinion. Without 
designing any convulfion, by its very name it may 
fwfe the moft dreadful ftorm. At firft, its errors 
be tender fhoott ; but, daily gaining bulk and 
ftrength, will not at length a Condorcet, a Petion, 
or a Sieyes, wield the maflive limb ? / 

During a long period Montefquieu's opinions 
on the principles of Monarchies and Republics 

were 
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were entirely overlooked, and they might have 
remained in oblivion at any other time, when 
Philofophifm was lefs aftive in its relearch after 
every means of rendering the Throne odious.— 
Almoft as much may be faid of that Equality 
which, he believed, ** in Democracy limited am* 
•«« bition to the foie defire of doing greater fervices 
** to our couhtry, than the reft of our fellow- 
** citizens * s” a virtue far too fublime for Mo- 
narchies, " where nobody aims at Equality j it 
“ does not fo much as enter their thoughts} they 
« all afpire to fuperiority. People of the very 
** loweft condition defire to emerge from their 
c< obfeurity only to lord it over their fellow- fub- 
“ jeCtsf.” Genius may have been fo led away, 
as not' to perceive how powerful a weapon it was 
forging for the Jacobin, who, extolling the merits 
of this Equality, and perfuading the people that 
it was impracticable under the dominion of the 
Monarch, would alfo paint in glowing colours that 
ambition of ferving the country , arifing from the 
alhes of the Throne and the deftruCtion of the 
Nobility. But there appeared another fyftem in 
the Spirit of Laws, deeper laid, and replete with 
weapons more direCtly pointed at the Throne. 
They were the firft on which Philofophifm feized, 
while others adopted them through ignorance, from 

• Chap. 3, Book V. f Chap. 4, Book V. 
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want of reflection, or from imprudence. They 
were too fatal in the hands of the firft rebels not 
to claim a place in theie Memoirs. 

To form a correft idea of the Revolutionary state of 
tendency of Montefquieu’s fyltem, we muft revert p r * ncll 
to the time at which it was publifhed. Whatever Monar- 
may have been the Legiflative forms in the pri- 
tnitive days of the French Monarchy, it is certain on the di- 
that at the time of his publication (and he avows 0 fp 0w#M 
it) not only the King of France, but tnoft of the appeared, 
crowned heads united in their perfons the rights of 
executing the laws, of enacting thofe which they 
conceived neceffary or conducive to the welfare of 
the State, and of judging thofe who had infringed 
the law *. 

The reunion of this Triple Power conftitutes an 
abfolute Monarch ; that is to fay, a real Sovereign 
who in his perfbn concentrates the whole power 
of the law. At that period the French were far 
from confounding this abfolute power with the ar- 
bitrary power of the Tyrant or the Defpot. This 
power was to be found in Republics and in mixe 
States. Here it exifted in the Senate, or in the 
aflembly of Deputies j there in the compound of 
the Senate and the King. The French nation 
beheld it in their Monarch, whofe fupreme will, 
legally proclaimed, was the utmoft degree of po- 
litical authority. 

* Chap. 6, Book XI. 

This 
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^ ^be- This fupreme will, eonftrued into law by the 
an requifite forms, was equally binding on the King 
andantt an ^' on h‘ s fobjedts. It is not only Henry IV. and 
bitnuy his Minifter Sully, who declare that tbefirft law of 
f ower * the Sovereign is to ohjerve them all ; but it is Lewis 
XIV. that Prince whom the Sophifters afFe&edly 
ftyle the Delpot, who at the height of his glory 
openly proclaims this obligation in his edidts : 
“ Do not let it be laid,” are his words, “ that the 
** Sovereign (hall not be fubjedt to the laws of the 
« ftate. The rights of nations proclaim the con- 
** trary truth, which has fometimes been attacked 
w by flattery, but which all good Princes have de- 
** fended as the guardian of their ftates. How 
** much more accurate it is to fay, that to confti- 
** tute the perfedt happinefs of a kingdom, it is 
** neceflary that the Prince Ihould be obeyed by 
** his fubjedts, that the Prince Jhould obey the Laws, 
" and that thofe laws Ihould be juft and diredted 
• <* to the public good * !” 

This obligation alone in the Sovereign imme- 
diately deftroys all delpotic or arbitrary power.— 
For, in the idiom of modem languages, the Delpot 
is the man who rules only by his paflions and 
caprice $ under whom no iubjedk can be at eafe, 
*s he is ignorant whether his mafter will not punifh 

* Edift of Lewi* XIV. 1667 ; alfo the Treatife of the 
Queen’s Rights on Spain. 

him 
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Kim to-day for having executed the orders he had 
received from him yefterday. 

In Ihort, it may be juftly faid, that Political 
Liberty confifts in two points: ift, That every 
Citizen fhould be free to do all that is not for* 
bidden by the law : adly, That the law fhoald 
prefcribe or forbid any particular action for the 
public good only. Experience will vouch for the 
corrcttnefs of this definition. And where could 
the honeft and upright man, obedient to the laws 
of his country, enjoy greater fecurity and freedom 
than he did in France ? 

It may indeed, be objected, that there exifled 
many abufes, but did they not originate from the 
genius of the French, or from an excefs rather 
than a want of liberty ? Were the confpirators to 
exclaim againfl: the immoral and impious Miniftcr 
for having abufed the power with which he was 
entrufted, when thefe Sophifters had during many 
years confpired againfl: the morals and piety of the 
whole nation ? No; they had no right to complain 
that the law was often facrifked to private paf- 
fions i the cxadt obfervance of the law fhould have 
been their prayer, but they only fought after ruin 
and revolution. 

One real abufe had crept into the French Go- Of L*ttm 
▼ernment, which favoured much of Defpotifiti.— - ^^“f*** 
This was the ufe of Lettres de Cachet. Undoubt- their 
edly they were illegal. On a bare order from the * bufe ' 

King 
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King the fubjeft loft his liberty. I will not de- 
fend fuch an abufe by laying, that none but the 
higher claftes or feditious writers were expofed to 
the effedt of this arbitrary power. But, perhaps, 
few are acquainted with the origin of thole Let- 
ters. It was to the moral character of the French, 
and to the notions particularly of the higher claftes, 
that this abule owed its origin j and it was neceC. 
fary either to do away thofc notions, or to leave fo 
formidable a power in the hands of the Monarch. 

Such was the received opinion in France, that 
a family would have thought itfelf dilhonored, if 
any child, brother, or near relation were brought to 
juftice. Hence it was that families, fearing the 
arm of the law, applied to the King to obtain an 
order to imprifon any profligate youth whofe irre- 
gular conduct might dilgracc the family. If any 
hopes of reformation could be conceived, the Let- 
tre de Cachet was only temporary, and ferved as a 
corre&ion ; but where the offence was criminal 
and infamous, the culprit was imprifoned for life. 

The reader mult not be milled to fuppofe, 
that thefe Letters were granted on a mere re- 
queft and without any inquiry into the cafe. 
After Mr. dc Malefherbe’s adminift ration, the 
Petitions fent to the King were tranfmitted to 
the Intendant of the Province, who immediately 
ordered his fub-delegate to call a meeting of the 
relations and witneffes, and to take minutes of their 

pro- 
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proceedings. On thcfc informations, which were 
forwarded to the Minifters, his Majefty granted or 
refufed the Lettre de Cachet *. 

Under ftich reftridions it was evidently rather 
the authority of a common parent, which the King 
'txercifed over his fubje&s, than that of a defpoc 
enflaving them. With the notions which the 
French nation had adopted, it was die neccflary 
means of prelerving the honour of different families ; 
and few wefe vidims to this authority but «thofe 
who were dangerous either to private or public 
fociety. From the ufe to the abufe of a thing, 
however, the diftance is but fmall : a profligate 
minifter might exercifc this power againft the ci- 

* Although thefe Lettres de Cachet did not generally regard 
the commonalty, yet the king, when petitioned, did not al- 
ways refufe them to the lower c lades. I was once ordered to 
attend one of thofe meetings as interpreter for an honed Ger- 
man, who, though low in life, had requeued his Majefty to 
grant a Lettre de Cachet for his wife, who, violent and chole- 
ric, had attempted to dab him, but fortunately he had flopped 
her band. The poor man, unable to live in peace or fafety 
with this woman, and unwilling to bring her before a tribunal, 
had recourfe to the King, who ordered the Intendant to take 
all the proper evidence. The relations and witnefles were 
focretly afiembled. I few the §obdelcgate examine the falls 
with die greated humanity. The whole being verified, the 
minutes were laid before his Majefty, and the Lettre de Cachet 
granted. The lady was confined ; but in a few months fhe 
was permitted to return, and wa$ ever after a model of geo- 
tlenefs and fobmiffion. 

Vol. II, F tizen 
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French 


tizen or the magiftrate who had fulfilled his duty 
with the greateft integrity. Nor was it unex- 
ampled, that a minifter, folicited by powerful men, 
rather conlulted their private animofides, than 
public juftice, or general utility. But a profligate 
minifter abufing his authority does not make his 
King a defpot. The morals of the higher clafies 
being perverted, as we have feen, by Philofophifm, 
the abufe of this prerogative might loudly call for 
reform; but are the Sophifters thence juftifiablc 
in feeking to overthrow the Monarchy ? 

In fhort, whatever may have been the caufe of 
attached abufes at the period when the Spirit of Laves 

to their appeared, it had never entered the minds of French- 
the'fi’me* men, that they lived under a defpotic government. 
*** Let us hear Jean Jaques Rouffeau lay down the 
was pub. law, he who created fyftems to overthrow it ; and 
liihed. i c t the candid reader judge how far the Sophifters 
are authorized to reprefent the French govern- 
ment as arbitrary, oppreflive, and tyrannical. 
“ What, (fays Jean Jaques), is the true end of a 
** political affociation ? Is it not the prefervadon 
•* and profperity of its members ? And what is 
“ the mod certain fign that they are preferved, 
“ and that they profper ? Is it not the increa- 
fing population ? We need feek no further 
for the fign in difpute ; but pronounce that 
“ government to be infallibly the beft (provided 
“ there is no particular circumftance to make it 
<l Hand an exception, to a general rule) under 

** which. 
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* which, withouc the application of any improper 
" means, without the naturalization of ftrangers, _ 

“ without receiving any new colonifts, the citizens 
« increafe and multiply : and that to be the word 
<« under which they leflen and decay. Calcula- 
<* tors, it is now your aflfair j count, meafure and 
** compare them The fame author adds, It 
«* is a long continuance in the fame fituation that 
« f makes prolperity or calamity real. When a 
“ whole nation lies crulhed under the foot of 
“ defpotifm, it is then that the people perilh j 
and it is then that their mailers can hurl de- 
“ ftruftion among them with impunity, ubi folitu - 
** dinem faciunt , pacem appellant (and call peace, 

“ the filence of the defert they have created). 

“ When the fadtions of the chief men of France 
*< had arifen to fuch a height as to agitate the 
** kingdom, and the coadjutor of Paris judged it 
“ neceflary to carry a dagger in his pocket every 
“ time he went into the parliament, the French 
“ people lived free and at eafe, they , were happy 
“ and their numbers increaied. The proiperity 
(( of a nation and its population depends much 
“ more on liberty than on peace -f-”. 

Thus, without taking on himielf the talk of 
calculator, Jean Jaques confefles that the French 
people, even in the midft of civil broils, lived free 

* Social Contrail, Chap. 9 , Book 111. -J- lb. in the note. 

F 2 and 
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and at eaje. But let us attend to one of his molt 
faithful difciples, who undertook to calculate, and 
that at a time when the revolution had done away 
every idea of exaggerating the happinefs of the 
French people under the government of their 
Kings. The revolutionift Gudin, in his annota- 
tions on the above text, and in his Supplement to 
the Social Contract, has examined and calculated, 
year by year, the ftate of the population, the 
deaths, births, and marriages of all die principal 
towns in the kingdom during the courfe of this 
century, and then proceeds : “ The author of the 
«« Social Contract (poke a grand truth when he 
« exclaimed : Calculators, it is now your aflair ; 
« county meafwre and compare. His advice has 
« been followed ; we have calculated, meafured, 
«« and compared, and the relult of all thefe calcu- 
« lations has demonftrated that the population of 
“ France is really twenty-four millions, though it 
« had always been fuppofed to be under twenty ; 
« that the annual births amount to one million ; 
“ and that the population it daily inareafing. 

. « Hence we may conclude, after Roufleau, that 
«* the government was very good. It really was 
« better than it ever had been at any period fince 
** the deftrudion of that which the Romans had 
<( eftablilhed in Gaul.” Such are the words of the 
fame author, and according to his calculations it 
was in the reign of Lewis XIV, whom the Sophi- 

fters 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



ANTIMON ARCHICAL CONSPIRACY*- 


69 


Hers reprefent as the haughtieft of defpots, that the 
population of France began to increafe regularly and 
urdverfally throughout the whole kingdom , notwith- 
Handing all his wars. 

,f The long reign of Lewis XV. (another al-. 
“ ledged defpot, under whofe reign the Antimo- 
“ narchical Confpiracy was begun and indefatiga-. 
“ bly conduced) was not expofed to fuch cala-. 
“ mities ; and it is certain, continues the revolu- 
“ tionift Gudin, that during the whole monarchy. 
“ there has exifted no period when population in-* 
«* creafed in a more conftant and uniform progref-, 
“ fion throughout the whole kingdom, than during 
“ that reign. It incrcafed to that amazing height, 
“ that from twenty- four to twenty-five millions of 
“ fouls were fpread over a furface of twenty-fivo 
“ thoufand fquare leagues, which makes about 
“ a million of fouls to a thoufand fquare leagues, 
“ or a thoufand inhabitants to every fquare league* 
a population Jo unparalleled in Europe, that it 
“ might be almoft looked upon as a prodigy." 

Let us hear the fame author on the flate of 
France at the time when the Revolution broke 
out, which he is perpetually extolling ; and let us 
remark, that the work whence we have extracted 
our documents was fo acceptable to the Revolu- 
tionary Affembly, that by a particular degree of 
the 13th of November 1790, it accepted the homage 
it : a ftronger contrail cannot be fketched be- 
F 3 tween 
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tween that Revolution and its authors, whether 
diftant or immediate, and the neccflity of thofe 
' plans by which they pretended to work the happi* 
nds of the Empire. The lame author conti- 
cues: 

“ The French territory is fo well cultivated, 
“ that its annual produce is eftimated at four thou- 
t( fand millions. 

** Its currency amounted to two thoufand two 
** hundred millions, and the gold and filver em- 
“ ployed in plate and jewels may be eftimated at 
** a fimilar amount. 

“ The Records of the Affinage Ofiice in Paris 
** atteft, that the annual confumption or rather 
“ wafte of refined gold, in gilding furniture, car- 
“ riages, pafteboard, china, nails, fans, buttons,, 
ie books, in fpotting fluffs, or in plating filver, 
*' amounted to the enormous fum of eight hun- 
“ dred thoufand livres. 

** The profit on trade was annually computed 
<c at between forty and fifty millions. 

“ The taxes paid by the people did not exceed 
u fix hundred and ten or twelve millions, which 
** does not amount to one third of the circulating 
“ medium, nor to one fixth part of the grofs 
** territorial produce, and which probably cannot 
** be computed at more than one third of the 

neat produce, a fum which in that proportion 

v could 
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“ could not have been exorbitant if every ope had 
“ paid according to his means *. 

K In this kingdom were annually born upwards 
«* of 928,000 children j in lhort, nearly a million. 
“ The town of Paris contained 666,000 inhabit- 
“ ants. Its riches were fo great, that it paid an- 
“ nually one hundred millions into the King’s 

• As this laff fentence alludes to the privileges and exemp- 
tions of the Clergy and Nobility, I cannot but refer my rea- 
der to a work attributed to Mr. Senac de Meilhan, and which 
is very fatisfa&ory on this point. It contains the following 
pallage : “ Mr, Necker at length, in a moment of pique 
“ againft his ungrateful children, difdofed the whole truth, 
44 and declared before the National Affembly, that the ex- 
“ emptions of the Clergy and Nobility, which had been re- 
* c presented in fo odious a light, did not exceed (even millions 
u of livres (318,1811.) that the half qf that fum belonged to 
44 the privileged perfons of the Tiers Etat — and that the tax 
4t on enregiftering, ( droit de control) which only bore on 
44 the two firft orders, amply balanced the privileges they 
44 enjoyed with regard to the ordinary taxes. Thefe mc- 
44 morable words were fpoken in the face of all Europe, but 
44 were drowned in the cries of the victorious demagogues* 
44 The Clergy, the Nobility, and the Monarchy, all have 
44 penHied,” — and perilhed under the pretence of an inequa- 
lity of privileges (an empty aflertion), which was more than 
amply compenfated by a fingle tax on die privileged orders. 
This was the tax on all public ads. Jt was rated in propor- 
tion to the fum fpecihed in the ad, or to the titles inferted* 
44 Thus the Moll High and PuiiTant Lord, Marquis, Count 
44 or Baron, was rated according to his birth, or rank, while 
44 a citizen only paid in the ratio of his dbfeurity.” Vid. that 
qperk, and note ta chat* 6. , 

F 4 ** coffers. 
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M coffers, about one fixth of the whole taxation 
«« of France. 

" But even this immenfe taxation did not over* 
** burthen Paris. Its inhabitants lived in affluence. 
«* If its daily confumption amounted to one mil- 
• ** lion, at lead from eighty to one hundred mil* 

" lions were necefiary for its interior circular 
u tion. 

" In ihort, calculators have eftimated, that 
** during the reign of Lewis XV. the population of 
“ the country was increafed by one ninth t that is tq 
“ fay, by two millions five or fix hundred thou* 
** fand fouls. 

** Such was the ftate of France and of Paris 
“ at the time the revolution took place j and as 
** no other ftate in Europe could exhibit fuch a 
Supple- ** population, nor boaft of fuch revenues, it was 
iheSocial “ not w * t h° ut: reafon that it pajfed for the firfi 
Contraa. « kingdom on the Continent.” 

The revolutionift Gudin, to whom we are 
<**«. indebted for all thefe particulars, concludes by 
faying, “ I thought it neceffary to ftate in a pre* 
♦« cife and exa£t manner the population and riehes 
« of the kingdom at the period when ft grand a 
« revolution took place. I apprehended that this 
«* inveftigation would fhew the future progrefs of 
“ the nation, and ferve as a table by which we 
«* might calculate the advantages that will accrue 
«« from the conftitution when brought to perfec- 

« tion.'’ 
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" don.” Without doubt our author has by this 
time formed his opinion on the advantages of that 
constitution j but we can plainly fee by his enthu- 
siastic admiration of the revolution, and of the 
Philofophers to whom he attributes the honor of 
having effected it *, that he was very far from 
wilhing to exaggerate the liberty and happineis of 
France under the Monarchy. By the foregoing 
long extra# we have go other objedt in view, than 
that of SiimiShing the historian with the proper 
materials (all extracted from the greatest admirers 
or chief authors of the French Revolution) to en- 
able him to judge of thofe fyStems in which the Re- 
volution originated, and to appreciate properly the 
vvildom or the imprudence of its authors. — But to 
return to Montefquieu. 

Precifely at that period when UEJprit its Loix 
was published, the French were So happy and fo 
pleafed with their King, that the furname of well- 
beloved (bien aime) had reSounded from one extre- 
mity of the nation to the other. And, unfortunate- 
ly for Montefquieu, it is from this publication 
that we are to trace all thole Philofophical reveries 
on Liberty and Equality, which at ftrft only produ- 
ced difquiet and doubt, but which Soon alter created 
other iy Stems, that milled the French people in 
their ideas on government, that weakened the 

• Book HI. Chap, oa the Philofophers. 
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tie of affe&ion between the fubjedt and the rao- 
narch, and generated at length the monfter of 
Revolutions. 

There is an effential difference to be perceived 
between Voltaire and Montefquieu. Voltaire, as 
we have fhown, would willingly have endured a 
Monarch that fhould have connived at his impiety. 
He would have thought himfelf fuffi ciently free, 
had he been allowed publicly to blafpheme ; and, 
generally fpeaking, he was more partial to die 
forms of Monarchy, or of Ariftocracy, than to 
thofe of Democracy. It was his hatred to religion 
(and he hated religion more than he loved Kings) 
which plunged him into the municipalizing fyf- 
tem. 

His ad- With Montefquieu it was far otherwife; Though 

■ he was not indifferent on the fubjedt of religious 

"'S® ... liberty, it was neverthelefs Monarchy icfelf that he 

laws. His ' .. . 

fjftcms meant to mveftigate. He propofed to regulate 

We^tohh" kin 8 ] y PP wer an( l authority according to his 

country, ideas of political liberty. Had religious liberty 

been carried to excefs, ftill he would have looked 

upon himlelf as immerfed in flavery in every 

Rate where the public authority was not fubdividr 

ed, according to his fyllem, into three diftindl 

powers, tbe Legiflative y the Executive , and the 

• Judiciary . This drftindtion was new to the French 

nation, which had been accuftomed to view its 

Monarch as the central point of all political au* 

- thority* 


\ 


[ 
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thority. The peaceful ages they had palled under 
their Legiflative Kings little inclined them to envy 
the boifterous liberty of a neighbouring country, 
perhaps more celebrated for its civil broils in quell 
of liberty, than for the wifdom of its conflitution, 
which, at length fixing every mind and every, 
heart, had fcarcely terminated a long ftruggle 
between the Monarch and the People. 

Without doubt we may admire, as much as 
. Montefquieu, the wifdom of that nation which has 
known how to model its laws according to the ex- 
perience it had acquired during thofe ftruggles. 

Laws, indeed, congenial to the manners which 
characterize it, to its local fituation, and even to 
its prejudices. But is that cqnftitution, the molt 
perfect perhaps exilting for a nation furrounded by 
the ocean, to be equally perfect when tranfplanted 
into a continental Itate ? Has not nature, by di- 
yerfifying the foil, varied its culture ? Are men, 
fo heterogeneous in their characters, men that may 
be viewed under lb many different points, are they, 
in order to attain happinefs and freedom, to be 
reduced to one only mode of government ? No ; 
v it would have been madnefs to adopt the Englilh 
conflitution in France. The genius of the French 
nation mufl have been totally changed before st 
Frenchman would believe himfelf free where the 
Englifhman does not even perceive the yoke of 
fhe law; before the former would refrain from 
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abufing that liberty which the latter will fcarcely 
tafte of ; and particularly before the Frenchman 
could be kept within thofe limits where the English- 
man refts content. 

We are willing to believe, that Moncelquieu 
had never made thele reflections, when, carried 
away by his admiration for foreign laws, he was 
inventing new principles, and preienting as con- 
ftant and general fuch truths, as would make his 
countrymen view their Sovereign in the light of a 
real Defpot, and the mild government they lived 
under, though fo conformable to their interefta 
and their genius, as that of a moft horrid and 
ihameful flavery. 

It is painful to apply fuch a reproach to this 
celebrated writer; but can hiftory refrain from 
obferving the fatal impreflion which fuch doChines 
His muft have made on a people fo long accuftomed 
t° fi veut k Roi, ft veut la lot, (as the King 
g* Wm ** f ° wiUs the law ) ’> ^ doCtrines, I lay, of 

JSr bim who darcd aflert as a demonftrated truth, that 

their “ When the legiflative and executive powers are 

^ “ united in the lame pcrfon or in the fame body 

" of magiftrates, there can be no liberty; bc- 
“ caufe apprehenfions may arife left the lame 
u Monarch or Senate fhould cnaCt tyrannical laws, 
“ to execute them in a tyrannical manner*." But 

• Chap. 6. Book XI. 

in 
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in laying down this principle he had taken care to 
lay immediately before, “ the political liberty of 
“ the fubjeft is a tranquillity of mind, arifing 
" from the opinion which each one has of his 
** fafety. In order to have this liberty, it is re- 
“ quifite that the Government be lb conftituted, 
<r as that one man need not be afraid of ano* 
« ther*. ” 

Either Montelquieu muft have believed the 
French reader incapable of uniting thefe two 
ideas, or elfe he meant to fay, «* Frenchmen ! 
You believe that under the government of your 
King you are in fafety, and enjoy liberty. Your 
opinion is erroneous, it is Ihameful. Amidft that 
calm which you feem to enjoy there is no liberty ; 
«nd none can exift fo long as you repeat Ji veut le 
Roi, fi veut la lot j in Ihort, fo long as the Le- 
grflative and Executive Powers are united in the 
perfon of your King. He muft be deprived either 
of the one or the other ; or elfe you muft fubmit 
to live in die perpetual terror of tyrannical laws, 
•ty ran nically executed 

- This language is not held out to the French 
«lone, but to every people governed by Kings, 
even to moft Republics, where, as he himfelf re- 
marks, thefe powers were often united. The 
whole univerfe was then in a Hate of Haver y, and 

* Chap. 6, Book XI. 

Mon* 
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Montefquieu was the apoftle fent to teach them td 
break their chains, chains io light that few were 
even fenfible of their exiftence ! A general Revo- 
lution was then nceeflary, that mankind might 
aflert its liberty ! I could wifh to exculpate Mon* 
tefquieu ; but if 6n the one fide I am afraid of at- 
tributing intentions to him which he never had* 
on the other I dare not revile genius by feparating 
it from reafon ; by faying that he had laid down 
new principles without even perceiving their moft 
immediate confequences. It is a hard talk to re-- 
prefent Montefquieu brandifhing the torch of dif- 
cord between nations and their Kings, between the 
iubjefts even of Republics and their Senates, or 
their Magiftrates ; but would it not be fomething 
more or lefs than kindnefs, to behold the torch, 
and the man who wields it, without daring to in- 
timate the intention of kindling a blaze ? How 
chimerical muft have been that terror of tyranni- 
cal laws tyrannically executed, in a country where 
the legiflator himlelf is bound by pre-exifting 
laws, whofe foie object is the prefervation of pro- 
perty, liberty, and the fafety of the fubjeft ! — 
What a phantom fuch a fuppofition muft be in it 
country where the King was omnipotent in the 
love of his fubjc&s, and null in tyranny j in a 
country where, if the reprefentations of the Magi- 
ftrates were infufficient, the Monarch could never 
refift thofe of the people', whofe very filence was 

fuffi- 
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/uffitient to difarm him, and he would abrogate 
any number of laws to make them return to their 
noify acclamations. Monte fquieu, who attributes 
fo much influence to climates, might very well 
have taken into confideration the manners, the 
charadter, and the received opinions, adting fo 
much more powerfully among his countrymen 
than in any other nation. But the fadt was, that 
the French laws enadted by their Legiflative Mo- 
narchs were not to be furpafled either in wifdom 
or mildnefs by the laws of any country ; under 
thofe Legiflative Kings they had feen their liberties, 
fo far from being contradted, aicertained and ex- < 

tended, and fadts are better authorities than fyf- 
tems * ** . 

The fame error, the fame deluflon fliows itfelf His enow 
when Montefquieu believes every thing to be diciary *** 
ruined, if the Prince who has enadted a law has Power - 
the power of judging the man who tranlgrefles it. 

Such a fear might be reafonable in a country 

• On this occafion we may cite Mr. Garat, a lawyer, 
whofe opinion cannot be miftrufted, having with many other 
of his brethren diftinguilhed himfelf by his philofophical zeal 
lor the Revolution ; and before that period he was one of the 
jnoft obftin&te fticklers for the fovereignty of the people.—* 
Neverthelefs he fays, “ at prefent all laws emanate from the 
4€ fupreme will of the Monarch, who no lpnger has the whole 

** nation for his council. But his throne is fo eafy of accefs, 

** that the wiihes of the nation can always reach it ” 

Carat V Repert : 'de jurisprud . art So jj v e a a x n . 

. , where 
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where the Legiflative Monarch could be both 
judge and plaintiff, thus fitting in judgment on his 
own caufe, and over thole of his fubjedts of whom 
he might have reafon to complain j or where the 
Legiflative King becomes foie Magiftrate and foie 
Judge, or violates the accuftomed forms requiring 
a certain number of Magiftrates and votes to con- 
demn of abfolve a fubjedt. This was a chime- 
rical terror in every true Monarchy, where, as in 
France, the firft law is to obferve thole of nature, 
which will always preclude either Sovereign or 
Magiftrate from fitting in judgment on their own 
caufes, and on their private differences with the 
fubjedt. A terror ftill more futile wherever, as 
in France, the King might be call in his own tri- 
bunals, and where equally with any fubjedt he was 
bound by the law. Hence nothing could ever 
have made the French unite the idea ofDelpotifm 
to that of a Monarch the judge of his fubjedts. 
With what romantic ideas and tender affedtion 
they were wont to paint thofe happy days when 
Lewis IX. furrounded by his fubjedts as if they 
had been his children, would, under a lhady oak, 
hear and determine their differences, with all the 
authority and juftice of the firft magiftrate of his 
kingdom * ! How new mull it then have been for 
the people to hear Montefquieu aflert, that “ there 

* See Joinville’s Memoir*. 

« is 
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*' is no liberty, if the power of judging be not 
** feparaced from the Legiflative and Executive 
" Powers ! Were it joined with the Legiflative, 
“ the life and liberty of the fubjed would be ex- 
u pofed to arbitrary control , for the Judge would 
“ then be the Lcgiflator. Were it joined to the 
** Executive Power, the Judge might behave witfy 
** ah the violence of an opprefibr. There would 
** be an end of every thing, were the fame man, 
“ or the lame body, whether of the Nobles or of 
“ the people, to exercile thofe three powers, that 
c ‘ of enacting laws, that of executing the public 
** refolutions, and that of judging the crimes, or 
“ determining the difputes of individuals*.” 

Montefquieu appears to have felt the danger of 
jfuch leflons, when he really feeks to coniole na- 
tions by telling them, that “ moft kingdoms in 
«* Europe enjoy a moderate government, becaufc 
«* the Prince who is invefted with the firft two 
“ powers leaves the third to his fubjeds.” But 
luch a diftindion can little avail of what confe- 
quence can it be, that the Prince (hould leave this 
third power to his fubjeds, when about twenty 
lines higher Montefquieu has laid dbwn as a con- 
ftant principle, that when the two firft powers are 
united in the fame perfon there can be no Liberty ? 
And why does he immediately add, “ In Turkey, 

* Chap, 6 , Book XI. 

Vol. II. Q “ where 
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** where thele three powers are united in die Sul- 
“ tan’s perfon, the fubje&s groan under the weight 
“ of the mod frightful oppreflion * ? Is it not 
very well known, that the Sultan generally leaves 
the judiciary power to the tribunals ? Could the 
illuftrious author have meant to addrels his coun- 
trymen in faying, ** You who in every age of 
•* your hiftory behold your Kings exerciling this 
“ power, fuch as Hugues Capet judging Arnould 
« de Rheims j as Lewis the Younger, the Bifhop 
** of Langres, and the Duke of Burgundy ; as 
“ Lewis IX. adminiftering juftice to all thofe of 
“ his fubjetts who had recourfe to him; as 
“ Charles V. judging the Marquis of Saluces, or 
« Charles VII. condemning the Duke of Alen- 
<* $on ; as Francis I. pronouncing on the Connc- 
“ table de Bourbon, and Lewis XIIL judging the 
** Duke de la Valette; in fine, all you, I fay, who 
** behold your Monarchs exercifing the judiciary 
“ power, learn that there was an end of every thing 
“ under fuch Princes, who were real Sultans, *7 
“ whom the fubjeft was made to groan under the 
* f mod frightful defpotifm , and that you are in dan- 
" gcr of feeing it revived every time your Kings 
** lhall exercile the fame powers f.” 

Would 

* Chap.. 6, Book XI. 

f It might be objelted, that fome of the Kings, as in the 
cafe of Francis I. who fat in judgment on trials for High Tren- 
ion were judges in their own caufe. But in reality thofe are 

caufea 
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Would it not have been wifer and more correct 
tf Montcfquieu had faid, that what Cooftitutcd the 
defpotic power in the Sultan was the power of 
capricioufly and inftantaneoufly pronouncing on 
all points, following no other guide but his paf- 
fion and his momentary intereft ? He fends the 
bowftring and it is an order to die j but can fuch 
an order be deemed a judgment. He fends it be- 
caufe he wills it, little regarding the letter or de* 
ciflons of the law j and it little imports whether 
fuch a will be aflented to by a fenate which may 
bear the title of judges, or whether he wills it alone, 
and in direft oppofition to fuch a body of Magi* 
Urates. Such is the power which creates a Sul* 
tan, and which ronftitutes Defpotifm. But is it 
not chimerical to fuppofe, that in France the power 
of making a law and then pronouncing according to 
the deci lions of that law antecedently made and 
promulgated, could conftitute Defpotifm i 


caufes which intereft the whole ftate* It might at well be 
©bjedted, that a French Parliament could not judge a 
traitor to the ftate, becaufe it is the caufe of every French- 
man. This was an objection made againft Francis I. in the 
cafe of the Marquis de Saluces. It was quaihed by the At- 
torney General. But its having been made is fufficient to 
prove that the King was no defpot, fince the laws of the coun- 
try, and a court of juftice were to decide, whether he could 
exercife his power in that particular cafe.— (Repert: dijurif. 
frmd. art . Roy, far M. PohereLj 

G 2 This 
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' This erroneous afiertion of fo celebrated a wri- 
ter is the more extraordinary, as we find it fully 
refuted in that part of his work where he treats of 
thofe ancient Dukes and Counts who, under the 
ancient government of the Franks, exerciied, the 
three powers. " It may be imagined perhaps, 
“ (he fays) that the government of the Franks 
*' mud have been very fevere at that time, fince 
“ the fame officers were inverted with a military 
« and a civil power, nay, even with a fifeal 
« power over the fubje&s, which in the pre- 
** ceding books I have obferved to be diftin- 
«* guifhing marks of Defpotic Authority. But it 
“ is not to be believed, that the Counts pronoun- 
“ ced judgment by themfelves, and adminiftered 
“ juftice in the fame manner as the Bafhaws do in 
,c Turkey. In order to judge affairs, they af- 
■“ fembled a kind of affizes where the principal 
“ men appeared. The Count’s afliftants were 
“ generally feven in number, and as he was 
“ obliged to have twelve perfons to judge, he 
“ filled up the number with the principal men. 
xt But whoever had the jurifdiftion, whether the 
■** King, the Count, the Grqfio, the Centenarian, 
<( the Lords, or the Clergy, they never judged 
“ alone ; and this ufage, which derived its origin 
“ from the forefts of Germany, (as alfo did the 
beautiful fyjlem of the admirable conftitution), 
“ was ftill continued even after the fiefs had af- 

“ fumed 
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** fumed a new form*. He was not then to come 
and tell the French people, whofe Kings did not 
judge alone in modern more than they had done 
in former times, that all was over with them, that 
Liberty was at an end, becaufe the judiciary 
power was not feparated from the legillative and 
executive powers. 

It is eafy to fee what difquiet fuch principles Farther 
muft have created- in the minds of his country 7 which be- 
men, and how they expofed the Royal Authority gets the 
to odium and miftruft. But, alas 1 this work con- General, 
tains the origin of far greater evils. 

Forewarned by experience of the troubles which 
accompanied the States-General, die French fel- 
dom recalled them to mind but to enjoy the peace 
and glory they had acquired under Monarchs, who x 
by their wifdom had fupplied the want of thofe 
ancient States. Monteiquieu not only fpread his 
falfe alarms on the legiflative and executive powers 
of the Sovereign, but he was unfortunate enough 
to lay down as law to the people, that every ftate ‘ ' 
that wifhes to believe itfelf free muft only confide 
in itfelf, or its reprefentatives, for the enacting of its 
laws. He was the firft who faid, “ As in a free 
“ State every man, who is fuppofed a free agent , 

** ought to be bis own, governor , fo the legiflative 
“ power ought to relide in the whole body of the 

* Chap. 1 8 , Book XXX. 

G j “ people. 
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« people. But fince this is impofllble in largi 
*« States, and in fmall ones is fubjeft to great in- 
** conveniences, it is Jit that the people Jbould exe- 
w cute by their Representatives vjbat they cannot 
“ execute by tbemfelves *.** 

This is not the place to obferve what a multi- 
tude of errors thefe aflertions contain : the chief is 
that of having converted into a principle what he 
had obierved in England, without confidering that 
often what has conduced one nation to Liberty^ 
may lead another into all the horrors of Anarchy, 
and thence to Defpotifin. On feeing this opinion 
laid down as a general principle, the French be- 
lieved, that to become a free dace it was neceflary 
for them to return to their former States-Gcneral, 
and veft them with the legiflative power. And in 
order to throw the fifeal power alfo into their 
hands Montefquieu adds, “ If the legiflative power 
w were to fettle the fubfidiei, not from year to 
* f year, but for ever, it would run the rijk of lojing 
« its Liberty, becaufe the executive power would 
“ no longer be dependent 5 and when once It was 
*' pofTefled of fuch a perpetual right, it would be 
*« a matter of indifference, whether it held it of 
“ itfelf, or of another. The fame may be, laid, 
** if it fhould fix, not from year to year, but for 
« ever, the fea and land forces with which it is to 
« entruft the executive power f.” 

• Chap. 6, Book X}. f Ibid. 

When 


1 


Digitized by LjOoq le 



ANTI MONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY. %f 

When we conftder how little fuch a dodtrine was 
ever thought of in France before Montelquieu had 
written} when we behold that fwarm of lcribbling 
copyists, who all repeat that Liberty is at an end 
wherever the people do not exercife the legiflative 
and fifeal powers, either by themfelves or by their 
reprefentatives ; when We compare this doctrine 
with that of the firft revolutionary rebels, whether 
■ under the denomination of Conftitutumtlijh or Mq- 
narebifts \ when we refledt that it was on fuch 
principles that Necker, Turgot, Barnave, Mira- . - ' 

beau, and La Fayette founded their fyftematic re- 
bellion, do we not immediately infer (an awful / 
truth indeed for Montefquieu, but which Hiftory 
can never hide), that it is to Montelquieu the 
French mult trace that fyftem which disjoints the 
feeptre and throws the Monarch into the hands of 
the people, who by means of their reprefentatives 
proclaim their pretended laws ; that fyltem which 
recalls the States- General, who, foon ftyling them- 
felves Natiopal Aflembly, leave nothing to .their 
King but the theatrical (how of royal pageantry, 
until, carrying their confequences (till further, the 
people affert their unbounded fovereignty by 
dragging the unfortunate Lewis XVI. to the fcaf- 
fold. 

, Hiftory will be aftonilhed when it beholds 
Montefquieu, ignorant of his fyftem .having been 
prccifely that which the moft inveterate enemies 

G 4 of 
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of his country had formerly adopted, in hopes of 
diminifhing the luftre and grandeur which it en- 
joyed under the dominion of its Kings. For ever 
will the memory of thofe fervile copyifts, the 
Conftitutionalifts and Monarches, be odious to 
their country, when it (hall be remembered that 
their main obje& was to fubje& their Monarch to 
the authority of the States-General, and thus con- 
fummate the very plan concerted by the foreign 
enemy. 

Hi* Syf- All thefe wonderful men, who were fo well 
indde°~ vcr f c< ^ > n A* Englifh conftitution, might during 
with thofe their refearches have learned what every Englifh 
greateft fchool-boy was acquainted with, who, in his moft 
enemies tender years, on receiving Salmon's Geography 
State. muft have read the following paftage ** January 
" 16th, 1691, at the Congrefs of the Hague, 
" confiding of the Princes of Germany, the 
<« Imperial, Englifh, Italian, Spanifh and Dutch 
“ minifters, a declaration was drawn up, wherein 
« they folemnly protefted before God, that their 
«* intentions were never to make peace with 
** Lewis XIV, until the Eftates of the kingdom 
« of France fhould be eftablilhed in their ancient 
“ liberties; fo that the Clergy, the Nobility, and 
“ the Third-Eftate, might enjoy their ancient 
** and lawful privileges; nor dll their kings for 
the future fhould be obliged to call together 
* r the faid eftates when they dtfired any Jupply % 

“ without 
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without whom they Ihould not raife any money, 
u on any pretence whatever, and till the parlia- 
“ menu of that kingdom and all other his JubjeSls 
« c were reftored to their juft rights. And the con- 
u federates invited the fubje&s of France to 
“ join with them in this undertaking for reftoring 
** them to their rights and liberties, threatening 
r* ruin and devaluation to thofe who refiifed 
It is thus that, after thirty years of the mod: 
learned dilcuflion and refearch on the part of 
Montefquieu, and forty years of new dilcuflion 
on the part of his learned difciples, the Conftitu- 
tionalifts and Monarchies, that they adopt that 
plan for reftoring their country to liberty which 
every Englifh fchool-boy knew to have originated 
in the mind of the enemy, who wi(hed to over- 
turn the Throne, and tarnifh the luftr# which 
France had acquired under its Legiflative Mo- 
narchs. 

Had I already faid it, .1 fhould neverthelels re- 
peat, that the objeft here in debate is, not what 
the ancient conftitution of France has been, nor 
whether their kings enjoyed the legiflative power, 
(which has been very ill difcufled by our modern 
politicians); ftill lefs are we difpofed to agitate 
the queftion, which is the moft perfect conftitution 
in itfclf? Nobody will deny that government to 

* Edit. J759. Page 309. 

be 
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be the beft, under which the people are happieft 
at home, and moft formidable abroad; and fuch 
a refle&ion will fuffice to fhow how baneful the 
do&rines broached by Montefquieu and repeated 
by the Sophifters of Rebellion muft have proved 
to France : They who came to ftun their country- 
men with the pretended fears of defpotifm, aliena- 
ting their minds from their own conftkution to 
excite their admiration for foreign laws, and that 
at a time when the love of the fubje&s for their 
King was carried to enthuliafm after the tranquil 
miniftry of the Cardinal Fleury, and the bril- 
liant campaigns of the Marechal de Saxe in 
Flanders. 

It may be difficult to decide how far this im- 
prudent do&rine is to be looked upon as the error 
or as the perverfion of genius ; were we to ap- 
peal to the teftimonies of his greateft admirers, 
we fhould not hefitate at the latter decifion, and 
rank him among the Sophifters of Rebellion, as 
the fed appears to have done. D'Alembert 
rather accules than defends him, when, anfwering 
thofe who complained of the obfeurity of the 
Spirit of Laws, he fays, “ All that may appear 
“ obfeure to common readers is not fo to thofe 
“ whom the Author had particularly in view. 
“ Befide,.* voluntary obfeurity ceafes to be obfeure. 
u Mr. de Montefquieu, often wifhing to advance 
“ certain important truths, which, boldly and 

M abfo- 
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u abfolutely cxprefled, might have givin offence 
« c to no purpofe, very prudently difgui/ed them , and 
“ by this innocent artifice hid them from thofe who 
“ might have been offended, without deftroying 
“ their intended effect on the lage*.” It is 
difficult to pais over this voluntary objeurity in a man 
who has advanced principles fo fubverfive of the 
laws and government of his country. His pretend- 
ed innocent artifices would ajmoft convince the reader, 
that all thofe proteftations of Montefquieu were 
hypocritical and fophiftical, when we fee him, after 
having ftrained every nerve to prove to mod nations 
that they are perfect ftrangers to liberty, and that 
their kings are real defpots, feeking every means 
to difpel any fufpicion of his being of that dis- 
quiet, morofe, and feditious temper which thirftp 
lifter revolutions. 

Nor is the fulpicion removed by D’Alembert 
when he compliments him as having ,f diffufed 
*' that general light on the principles of govern- 
** ment which has rendered the people more 
“ attached to vtbat they ought to love” What can 
be the fignification of “ what they ought to love ” 
in the mouth of this artful Sophifter ? Why 
fhould he not have faid more attatched to their 

* Montefquieu’s Elogy by D'Alembert at the head of the 
jth volume of the Encyclopedia, 

King 
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King and the Government of their country ? But 
we have already feen how little this Sophifter 
was attached to either the one or the other. 

It is equally unfortunate, that his panegyrift, 
now that the name of Encydopedift is fo juftly 
covered with opprobrium, fhould extol his zeal 
for that monftrous digeft, whofe objeft remains 
no longer a fccret, or when the mod revolu- 
tionary among the Sophifters pofidvely aflert, 
that Montefquieu would not have written had not 
Voltaire written before him. Condorcet, by ad- 
vancing fuch a propofition, dearly means, that if 
Voltaire had not fuceeeded fo well in his Anti- 
chriftian Confpiracy, Montefquieu would not have 
contributed fo powerfully towards the political 
revolution; that if the one had been left daring 
againft the Altar, the other would have dared left 
againft the Throne. 

In folving this unfortunate problem, what 
" damning proof ’* would be acquired againft 
Montefquieu if the authenticity of a letter which 
appeared in one of the London papers could ever 
be afeertained ! Voltaire and D’Alembert con- 
fpired againft the Jefuits, becaufe they believed 
that fociety to be one of the firmeft props to 
religion ; Montefquieu, if the letter be genuine, 
preffes for their deftru&ion, becaufe he thought 
them too much attached to the Royal authority. 

« We 
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rt We have a Prince , " fays he,” who is good, but 
" weak. That fociety employs every art to 
** transform the Monarch into a Delpot. If it 
u fucceeds : I tremble for the conferences, civil 
«* war will rage, and ftreams of blood will inun- 
** date every part of Europe.— The Englifh 
“ writers have thrown fo great a light upon 
«* Liberty, and we have fo great a defire of pre- 
** lerving what little of it we enjoy, that we 
* r Ihould make the worftflaves in the World.” 

Were thole violent and extreme meafures 
which we have fince witnefled already taken ? 
This letter would indicate as much; befide, it is 
entirely written in the ftyle of a confpirator. It 
is full of luch expreflions as thefe : «* If we can- 
K not write freely, let us think and aft freely . We 
“ muft wait patiently, but never ceafe working 
** for the caufe of Liberty. Since we cannot fly 
" to the pinnacle, let us climb.” 

Could it be poflible that Montelquieu had al- 
ready formed the plan of driving out the Swift 
guards, and of calling ford* the national guards of 
the revolution ? The following lines ftrongly denote 
fuch a plan: “ What a point Ihould we have 
" gained, if we could once get rid of thofe mer- 
** cenaries and foreign foldiers ! An army of native? 
“ would declare for Liberty, at leaft the greater 
" part of them would* But that is the very 

** reafon 
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c * rcafon why foreign troops are maintained*.** 
However difficult it may appear to vindicate 
Montefquieu from being a confpirator, if it be 
true that he was the Author of the above letter* 
.ftill I muft fay what may abfolutely excufe him . 
This letter may have been written in a moment 
of anger, and be the effc& of one of thofe fan- 
taftical contradictions from which the greateft 
genius is not always exempt. Montefquieu had 
bellowed the higheft encomiums on the Jcfuica 
in his Spirit of Laws f ; but that did not hinder 
them from condemning feveral of his proportions* 
The refentment of the moment might have in- 
duced him to with for their deftru&ion. It is 
generally known, that he was much more tender 
to criticifm than could be fuppofed for a man of 

* It is eameftly requefted of all perfons who may hate 
Any further knowledge of that letter* or are in pofleflion of 
the Newfpaper in which it was publifhed* that they will be 
kind enough to give fuch information to the Author it 
Mr. Dulau’s, Bookfcller, No. 107, Wardour-ftreet. He can- 
not queftipn the veracity of the Abbe le Pointe* who gave 
him the tranflation of it* taken from an Evening Newfpaper 
about the latter end of 1795 5 but* not attaching the fame 
importance to the letter which the Author would have done* 
the Abbe neither remarked the title nor the date of the 
paper which he tranflated it from* and that the Author hope* 
will plead his excufe for troubling his readers. 

f Chap. 6, Book IV. 

his 
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Tits fupcrior genius. All his love of liberty could 
not hinder him from applying to the Marquife 
de Pompadour to obtain the defpotic order for 
lupprel&ng and even for burning Mr. Dupin’s 
Recitation of his Spirit of Laws *. 

We may obferve various traits in this celebrated 
genius which are irreconcileable. He was very 
intimate with the Encyclopedian Deifts and 
Atheifts, but always very deiirous that his friends 
fhould die good Chriftians, and that they Ihould 
receive all the rites of the church. At that 
awful period he was an Apoftle or Divine, he 
would exhort and infill until the lick perfon 
aflented j he would run, though it were at mid- 
night, to call the clergyman whom he thought the 
moll proper to complete the converfion at leaft 
fiich was his conduct with refpedt to his friend 
and relation Mr. Meiran f. 

His works are equally fantaftical. He fpeaks 
of religion in terms of the higheft panegyric » 
neverthelefs we have to guard againlt many an at- 
tack which he makes againft it. In defending 
Chriftianity againft Bayle, he tells us, that perfect 
Chriftians ** would be citizens infinitely more en- 
** lightened with refpeit to the various duties of 
“ life. That the more they believed therofelvep 
** indebted to religion, the more they would think 

• See Feller’s Hiftorical Dictionary. -f Ibid. 

«* due 
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u due to tHeir country; that the Principles of 
“ Chriftianity deeply engraved on the heart 
“ fhould be infinitely more powerful than the 
“ falfe honour of Monarchic, than the human 
“ virtues of Republics, or the fervile fear of De- 
ct fpotic States*.” And yet he lays alidc that 
religion, and continues to make this falfe honour 
and thefe human virtues the prime movers of 
Monarchies and Republics! He reprefents die 
Chriflian religion as the moR confonant to Mo- 
narchy f; and he has faid before, “ There no 
«« great (hare of probity or virtue neceffary to 
*« fupport a Monarchical Government— That in 
«« well regulated Monarchies, they are almoft all 
•* good fubjeds, and very few good men— That 
** in a Monarchy it is extremely difficult for die 
« people to be virtuous J;” that is t;o fay, that 
the Chriftian religion is the moft confonant 
with Monarchies, but that it is the moft 
difficult for the people to follow under that go- 
vernment. He writes in the midft of a people 
then the moft diftinguiffied for its love to its So- 
vereign, and his whole fyftem appears to be cal- 
culated for a nation enflaved under the' fevereft 
Defpotifm, and of which Terror is the prime 
agent. Certainly, either the beloved Monarch is 
hot a Defpot, or fear is not the prime agent of 

• Chap. 6, Book XXIV. f Chap. 3. Book, XXIV. 
t Chap, 3 and 6. Book III. 

Delpori/in. 
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t)efpodfm. Might not all this be comprifed under 
what D’Alembert calls innocent artifices ? but ano- 
ther caufe maV be furmifed. 

Montcfquieu declared in his lad moments, that if 
he had hazarded any exprefiions in his works 
which could caft a doubt on his belief* “ it was 
,f owing to a tafte for novelty .and Angularity ; to 
“ a wifh of paffing for a tranfcendent genius foar- 
te ing above prejudice and common maxims ; to a 
" defire of pleafing and of obtaining the plaudits 
" of thofe men who direfted the public opinion* 
“ and who were never more lavifh of theirs than 
“ when one appeared to authorize them to throw 
** off the yoke of all dependence and reftraint 
This avowal would lead us to infer, that there 
was a greater tafte for novelty and Angularity in 
his political fyftems than in his religious ideas. He 
Always prefefved a fufficiency of his religious edu- 
cation to relpeft Chriftianity, though not enough 
to guard againft thofe political fyftems which 
might and really did gain him that applaufe which 
he fo much fought for, I mean that of the modern 
Sophifters, Who, with their new-fangled ideas of 
Liberty and Equality, thought themfclves autho- 
rized to lhake off the yoke of all dependancc. I 
cannot believe that he confpircd with them ; but 
that he forwarded their plans is too certain. And 

* See Hiitorical Di&ionary. 

-VoLr II. H fuch 
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fuch will be our opinion, till the before-mentioned 
letter can be authenticated He did not confpire 
by fetting up his fyftems, but his lyftems formed 
confpirators. He created a fchool, and in that 
fchool fyftems were formed, which, improving 
on his, rendered the latter more fatal. 

• It is certainly a moft extraordinary coincidence, that while 
ourAuthor, though obliged to ftate the revolutionary principles 
laid down in Montefquieu’s works, does all he can to excul- 
pate him from any evil intention, Bertrand Barrere, the fan* 
guinary Reporter of the fucceffive Committees of General 
Safety which have butchered France, and who was himfdf at 
length involved in the downfal of Robefpierre, after having 
been his agent during his whole reign of terror, fhould have 
been writing precifely at the fame time a long declamatory 
pamphlet under tbe title of Montefquieu feint far lui-meme, 
claiming the honours of the Pantheon for him, as one of the 
Do&ors of Democracy and a Progenitor of the French Revo- 
lution. He even declares his obje& to be no other than to 
form an Edition of Montefquieu for the ufe of Republicans* 
Could it be poffible that men of Barrere’s (lamp were the 
perfons whom D’Alembert meant to deiign when he faid, 
" All that may appear'obfcure to common readers is net fi in 
u theft whom the author had particularly in view ; befides, A 
“ voluntary ohjeurity ceafes to be obfcure T. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. m. 

Jean Jaques Roujfeau's Syjlrn. 

However cautioufly Montefquieu may have Confe- 
cxprcfled himlelf, the grand principle of all De- 
mocratic Revolutions was neverthelefs laid down ferved, or 
in his writings. He had taught in his fchool, 

“ that in a free Hate, every man who is fuppofed Montef- 
* * a free agent ought to be bis own governor quieu * 
This axiom evidently implies, that no man nor any 
people can believe themfelves free, unlels they are 
their own legiflators ; and hence it was natural to 
conclude, that there hardly exifted a nation on 
earth that had a right to believe itlelf free, or that 
had not fome bonds to burft in order to extricate 
itlelf from llavery. 

Scarcely could England even flatter itlelf with the 
real enjoyment of this liberty j and we fee Mon- 
tefquieu not venturing to afiert it when he adds, 

“ It is not my bufinefs to examine whether the 
“ Englilh actually enjoy liberty or not. It is fuf- 
“ ficicnt for my purpofe to obferve, that it is 
“ eftablilhed by their lavs, and I inquire no far- 
“ ther f.” Though this may have fatisfied the 
mailer, it might not be fuflicient for ail the difci- 

• Chap. 6, Book XI. f Chap. 7, Book XI. 

Ha pies? 
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pies ; and fome one of them might anfwer, that 
according to his principle the Englilh laws were 
far from granting that liberty inherent to a people 
governing itfelf. 

It is evident, that to believe in their own free- 
dom the Englifh were obliged to deny this prin- 
ciple as too general, and certainly they were en- 
titled to reply, <c With us liberty conllfts in the 
** right of freely doing all that the law does not 
“ forbid ; and every Englilhman, whether rich 
“ or poor, is equally free, whether he have the 
* c requifites for being an eleftor or not, whether 
** he make the law by his direft vote, or by his 
** deputies j or even if he does not in the leaft 
“ contribute toward it. For in all thefe cafes he 
“ is certain of being judged by the fame law. 
f< The Foreigner even is as free among us as our- 
** felves, when he is willing to obferve our laws, 
“ for he may do as freely as ourfelves all that is 
“ not forbidden by the law.” 

If England could juftly reproach Montefquieu 
with the generality of his principle, what muft 
have been the cafe with other nations, fuch as 
France, Spain, Germany, or Ruflia, where the 
people do not partake, either by themfelves or by 
their reprcfentatives, of the power of enafting 
laws ? What was to be faid of all thofc republics, 
either in Switzerland or Italy, where the three 
powers are united in the fenate, where, to ufe 

Montcf- 
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Montefquicu’s expreflion, the power being one , he 
thinks be difeovers and dreads at every Jiep a Dejpo- 
tic Prince ? 

It was a neceffary confequcnce, either that this 
principle mud have been done away ; or that all Eu- 
rope, perfuading itfelf that it groaned under flavery, 
would attempt, by a general Revolution in all 
Governments, to caft off the yoke. Some great 
genius muft have arifen who could have counter- 
acted the fatal Ihock given by this . illuftrious 
author. But for the misfortune of Europe the 
very reverfe came to pafs. 

Montefquieu was not only admired and extolled > 
as he deferved, in confide ration of many parts of 
his Spirit of Laws, but he was more efpecially 
venerated for thofe paffages in which, by means 
of his principles on Liberty, Equality and Legis- 
lation, he afperfed the exifting governments with 
the imputation of Slavery. The Sophifters eafily 
overlooked his reftriftions, his proteftations, bis 
obfeurities and bis innocent artifices, becaule they 
conceived it to be Sufficient that he had opened 
the path, and fhown how far it might lead. 

The firft who undertook to widen this path r ea n 
was Jean Jaqucs Rouffeau, that famous citizen of J a q»« 
Geneva, whom we have already leen fo power- u^Mon? 
fully forwarding the confpiracy againft the altar. 

He was in every fhape the man of whom the So- and more 
philters of rebellion Rood in need to condudt them 

H 3 in qucnccs. 
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in their attack againft the Throne. Born a citizen 
of a Republic, he imbibed with his milk, as he 
fays himfelf, the hatred of Kings, as Voltaire had 
done that of Chrift. He was better veried than 
Montefquieu in that dangerous talent of propagating 
error with the tone of importance, or of prefent- 
ing paradox as the refult of deep thought. He 
pofleflfcd, above all, that boldnefs which neither 
admits principles by halves, nor fhrinks at their 
confequences. He furpafied his matter, and in 
his political theories greatly outftripped him. 

The Spirit of Laws appeared in the year 1748, 

and The Social Control in 1752. Montefquieu 

had revived the ideas of Liberty and Equality j 

but Jean Jaques conftrues them into fupreme hap- 

pinels. “ If we examine, ’* fays he, “ in what 

** the fupreme happinefs of ail confifts, which 

“ ought to be the grand object of every legifla- 

M ture, it will appear to center in thefe two points, 

* “ liberty and equality. In liberty, becaufc 

“ all private dependence is fo much ftrength fub- 

“ trafted from the body of the ftate j in Equality , 

“ becaufe Liberty cannot fubfift without it *. 

Man Montefquieu had not dared to decide whether 

every the Englifh were free or notj and at the very 

flavery' n t ‘ me w ^cn he was patting the moftfevere criticifm on 

accord- ot her governments, he Iheltered himfelf under the 

Ing to 

Jean 

jaqnes. * Social Contraft, Chap. 11, Book II. 

kten- 
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intention of not wiihing to vilify or debaje any one. 

Jean Jaques was above fuch cautions; he begins 
his work by faying, Man is bom free , and yet we 
fee him every inhere in chains *. 

Montefquieu had furmiied, that to believe him* 
fclf free it was neceffary that man Jhotdd be bis own 
governor ; that he ffiould aft according to his own 
laws, and according to his own will. But he 
judged the means of execution to be difficult in a 
fmall ftate, and impoffible in a large one. Jean 
Jaques would have believed the principle falfe 
had he found it impoffible in praftice. But he 
believed the principle, as laid down by Montef- 
quieu to be true in theory; and to furpafs his 
mailer he had only to demonftrate its poffibility, 
and to facilitate its execution. This constitutes 
his favorite problem : 

To find a form of afiociation which « will de- Objeft of 
“ fend and proteft with the whole aggregate force J“ n , 

" the perfon and property of each individual ; and fyftem. 5 
" by which every perfon, while united with all, 

“ fiall obey only himself, and remain as free as 
“ before the union fuch is the fundamental 
** problem, fays Jean Jaques, of which the Social 
Contraft gives the folution f.” This was in 
other terms precifely feeking to realize Montef- 
quieu’s principle ; to give to each man who feels 

* Chap. 1 , Book I. -j- Chap. 6, Book I. 

H 4 himfelf 
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himfelf a free agent the means of being his own 
governor and of living under no other laws than 
thofe which he has himfelf made. 

Hi* ob- How a man, after having entered into the So- 
a r Contract,. is to find himfelf as free as if he had 
never engaged in it, is not cafily conceived ; or, 
how a man who has fubjefted himfelf to the will 
of the majority can be as free as when his aftions 
were to be directed folcly by his own will, is 
equally inconceivable. This was precifely faying, 
that the objeft of civil fociety is to preferye that 
Liberty which is anterior to government, or of 
the ftate of nature j though the Social Contract, 
according to all received ideas, exprefsly imports 
the facrifice of part of that Liberty to preferve the 
reft, and to obtain at that price, peace and fecurity 
to one’s perfon, property, and families j in lhort, 
all the other advantages of civil fociety. 

The folution of this problem became more dif- 
ficult when Jean Jaques aflerted, that “ it is evi- 
“ dent, that the firft wilh and intention of the 
“ people mqft be, that the ftate fhould not pe- 
** rifh *.” According to their fecond maxim, it 
was not eflentially necefiary to be one’s own go- 
vernor, or to aft always according to one’s own 
will, and to live under laws enafted by onefelfj 
>-but to have good laws, whoever might have been 

* Chap. 6 , Book IV, 

the 
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the kgiflator, and to be governed fo as to fave the 
State. 

But contradi&ions could not thwart Jean f ; 

Conte- 

Jaques in his career. He wilhed to realize Mon- quence. 
tefquicu’s principle. He fets off on the fuppofi- 
tion, that every man, a free agent, is to be his kgiflator. 
own governor} that is to fay, that every free 
people are to obey thofc laws folely which they have 
themlelves ena&ed : and in future he never views 
the law in any other light than as the aft of the 
general will. Such a propofition immediately an- 
nuls all laws which had ever been enaftcd by any 
King, Prince, or Emperor, without the participa- 
tion of the multitude ; nor docs Jean Jaques hefi- 
tate in faying, *♦ It is unneceffary to inquire to 
“ whom belongs the function of making laws, be- 
caufe the laws are but the afts of the general 
« will. The legiflative power belongs to the 
“ people, and can belong only to them. What- 
f * ever is ordered by any man of his own accord 
is not law. For the people, to be fubjefted to 
« laws, muft enjoy the right of making them *. 

Such was the firft principle which Jean Jaques II. 
deduced from his mafter’s diftin&ion of the three 
powers. The fecond was not lefs flattering for kvereigm 
the multitude. All Sovereignty, according to 
Jean Jaques, refided in the power of Legiflation. 

♦ Chap, 6 , Book II. 

In 
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In giving this power to the people, be concluded 
the people were Sovereign ; and lb much fo, that 
they had not the power offubmitting to another So- 
vereign. All fubmiflion on the part of the people 
is reprefented in this new fchool as a violation of 
the very aft by which every people exifts ; and ro 
violate this aft was to annihilate their own exift- 
ence ; and as a further confequence he concludes, 
that all fubmiflion on the part of any people is 
null in itfelf, for this great rcafon, that by nothing 
nothing can be performed*. 

Left he Ihould not be underftood, we fee Jean 
Jaques frequendy repeating both the principle 
and the confequences. “ The Sovereignty, he 
“ fays, being no more than the exercife of the 
“ general will, can never alienate itfelf. If therc- 
“ fore a people promife unconditionally to obey, 
M the aft of making fuch a promife diffolves their 
** exiftence, and they lofc their quality of a peo- 
pie } for at the moment that there is a mafter 
“ there is no longer a Sovereign, and the body 
“ politic is deftroyed of courfe ■f.” 

It was impoflible to fay in a clearer manner to 
all nations. Hitherto you have been governed by- 
Kings whom you looked upon as Sovereigns; if 
you with to ceafe being (laves, begin by taking 
the Sovereignty to yourfelves, that you may enaft 

• Chap. 7. Book I. f Chap, 1. Book II. 

your 
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your own laws ; and let your Kings, if you with 
to keep them, be no more than fervants, to 
obey your laws, and to fee them obferved by 
others. 

Montefquieu feared that a legiflative people III. 
would not be fufficiendy enlightened for the dif- 
cufiion of laws and affairs in general j but this fear lible in 
had not made him relinquish the principle. Jean the * rlaw5 - 
Jaques, infilling on the principle, could fee no- 
body more proper than the people to carry both 
principle and confequence into pra&ice. In this 
new fyftem, the general will of the people was not 
only to frame the laws, but in the making of thofe 
Jaws became infallible. For he lays, “ the genc- 
“ raj will is always right, and tends always to the 
** public advantage. The people can never be 
bribed, yet they may be deceived*.” But in 
whatever manner they may be deceived, this 
Sovereign people, by its nature , mufti while it exifts \ 
he every thing that it ought to be f. 

To compenfate for the incapacity of the people 1V 
in the framing of laws, Montelquieu propofed rc- Sole re- 
presentatives, or men who Should make the laws 
for them. Jean Jaques would not allow thefe men 
Co be representatives in any thing but in name : 

He contended, that Montefquieu, in caufing de- 
puties to be chofen, placed the people under at- 

• Chap. 3, Book II. f Chap. 7, Book I. 
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tomies and barrifters, that is to fay, under men 
who were to plead their caufe as a guardian does 
that of his watd. But neither attomies nor guar- 
dians could be looked upon as real reprefentatives. 
That thefe men, whofe judgment the people 
would be obliged to receive as law, might differ 
both in will and opinion from the people i in fine, 
it was giving abfolute legiflators to the people, 
and thereby diverting it of the legifladve power. 
He further obferves, that the will of the people 
could be no more reprefented by thefe deputies 
than that of a ward by his guardian. And he 
adds, in fpite of his mafter, <f The Sovereign , (the 
“ people) which is only a collective being, cannot be 
“ reprefented but by itjelf j the power may be tranf- 
« f milled, but not the will. Befides, the Sovereign 
*« power may fay, * my will at prefent agrees with 
<* the will of fuch a man, or at leaft with what he 
«« declares to be his will but it cannot fay, ‘ our 
“ wills lhall likewife agree to-morrow,’ as it 
«* would be abfurd to think of binding the will 
** for any time to come 

From thefe realbnings certain qualities and 
pteaSove rights are inferred, which Montefquieu would 
the laws. nQC perhaps have refufed to the Sovereign people, 
but which he had not dared to exprefs. This 
Sovereign made the law j and, whatever might be 

• Chap, i , Book XL 

the 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



ANTIM0NARCH1CAL CONSPIRACY. I<>9 

the law made by the people, it could not be unjuft , 
as no perfon can be unjud towards himfelf. 

The Sovereign people make the laws* but no 
hw can bind them. “ For, continues’ Jean Jaques, 

« in every cafe the people are mailers, to change 
« even the bed laws : for, if that body is difpofed 
«* to injure itfelf, who has a right to prevent 

«* i t *?>» 

• In fhort the great difficulty which Monteiquieu ^Vl. 
found in free men being their own governors and bn es 0 f 
legiflators lay in the impoffibility of holding, 
efpecially in great dates, the afiemblies of this v 
legifladve people. Thefe inconveniences, or even 
hnpoffibilities, vaniih before Jean Jaques, becaufe 
he felt that either the principle was to be aban- 
doned, or the confequences to be followed up ; 

and neither Parliaments nor States General could 

% 

fuffice for him ; he wiihed for real aflemblies of 
the whole people. “ The Sovereign, having no 
(( other force but the legiflative power, alts only 
t( by the laws j and the laws being only the au- 
ct thentic a£ts of the general will, the Sovereign 
“ can never a£t but when the people are afjembled. 

,c Some will perhaps think, that the idea of the 
*< people adembling is a mere chimera: but, 

“ if it be fo now, it was not fo two thoufand years 
“ ago; and I fhould be glad to know whether 

* Chap. 12, Book II. 

“ men 
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** men have changed their nature ? The limits 
“ of poffibility, in moral things, are not io con- 
“ fined as many are apt to fuppofe them : it is 
u our weaknefs, our vice, and otfr prejudice, that 
«• narrow the circle. The abjedt mind diftrufb 
** the very idea of a great foul ; and vile flares 
*« hearken with a fneer of contempt when we talk 
“ to them of Liberty 

Example* However confidently Jean Jaquei may have 
reign peo- laid down this dodtrinc, ftill the examples which 
pie fake. jj C adduces to corroborate it were far from dc- 
monftrating that thefe afTemblies of the Sovereign 
had ever exifted. The citizens, for inftance, of 
Rome or Athens were perpetually flocking to the 
forum j but thofe citizens, efpecially the people 
of Rome, were not the Sovereign people and every 
where Sovereign. The Empire was immenfe, and 
the people in this immenfe Empire, fo far from be- 
ing Sovereign, were a people enflaved by a De- 
fpotic Metropolis, by an army of four hundred 
tbcufand foldiers called Citizens, always ready to 
burft forth from an entrenched camp called Rome, 
to crufh any town or province which fhould dare 
to aflert its own liberties. Athens followed the 
fame conduit with refpcdt to its colonies and allied 
towns. 

* Chap. 12, Book III. 

Thefe 
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Thefe examples adduced by Jean Jaques only 
Ihowed what the French Revolution has. Once, lo 
well demonftrated : that when the inhabitants of 
an immenfe town, like Rome or Paris, take up 
arms, they may ftyle their Revolutions by the 
names of liberty and Equality, but all the real 
dfflin&ion is, that in place of one King whom 
they may have banilhed or murdered, the inha* 
bitants are transformed into four or five hundred 
thoufand Deipots and Tyrants over the Provinces, 
while they in their turn are tyrannized by their 
tribunes. Are not the alhes of Lyons, are not 
die unfortunate people of Rouen or Bourdeaux 
the unhappy examples that may be cited to (how 
what fate awaited the miferable town that might 
attempt to lhake off the yoke of the fuburbs of 
St. Marceau, St. Antoine,, or of the citizens of 
Paris ? And has not that immenfe town paid its 
tribute to a Robefpicrre at one time, and at ano- 
ther to the five Kings ? 

At fonje times, however, Jean Jaques was fen- 
fible of thefe inconveniences.. But he would not 
on that account abandon his grand principle of the 
Sovereignty of the people, nor even the general 
afiemblies. He would, alter Montefquieu’s ex- 
ample, have recourfe to the virtue of Republics or 
Of the Sovereign people j but he would even re- j ean 
proach Montefquieu with a «* frequent want of proache* 
“ fredjion in not making the neceflary diftinftions, 

“ and 
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" and not perceiving, that, the Sovereign audio* 
“ rity being every where the fame, the feme prin- 
** ciple mult prevail in every well conftituted 
** ftate.” Then he would add, ** that there is no 
“ government lb fubjeft to civil wars and internal 
« agitations, as the democratic or popular one^' 
(that is to fay, as the Hate of which virtue is the 
balis) “ becaufe there is not one which has fo 
“ ftrong and fo continual a tendency to change its 
5* form, which can only be prcferved by the vi- 
“ gilance and courage employed to maintain 
« it*” 

He even then confefles, that ct if there were a 
** nation of Gods, they might be governed by a 
u Democracy j but fo perfect a government will 
“ not agree with menj\” Yet then, left, after 
Montefquieu’s example, he Ihould be wanting in 
precifion, he proferibes all great empires from the 
fweets of liberty j he would allow of none but 
fmall ftates J, of one town in each ftate ; and capi* 
tals are in his plan particularly excluded §. 

His doftrine on this point is precife enough, 
when he fays, “ no city, any more than a nation, 
•* can be lawfully fubje&ed to another, becaule the 
ft eflcncc of the body politic confifts in the per- 
“ fe£t union of obedience and liberty, and becaule 
** the words Subject and Sovereign are the identical 

* Chap. 4, Book III. f Ibid. J Ibid. 

) Chap. 13, Book III. 

** co-relatives 
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«* co- relatives whole meaning is united in the word 
rt Citizen That is to fay in a plain ftyle, that 
-all the Sovereigns and Subjects of a given Hate are 
only the burgefles of the lame town. That a Ci- 
tizen , fubjtft and fovereign of London, has no au- 
thority at Portfmouth or Plymouth, and the citi- 
zens, fubjedts and fovereigns of thele latter or any 
other towns cannot be fubjedt to a lovereign which 
inhabits another town. And Jean Jaques conti- 
nues, “ It is always wrong to unite many cities 
u in one (that is to fay in one empire) ■, it would 
** be abfurd to fpeak of the abufes prevalent in 
*' great ftates, to thole who would wilh to form 
“ only fmall ones. But it is proper to conlider, 

'* how fufficient ftrength can be communicated to 
“ fmall ftates, to defend them from the attacks of 
great ones? The reply here is, that they muft 
follow the footfteps of the Grecian cities, which 
“ formerly refifted the power of the great King j , 

“ and of Holland and Switzerland who more re- \ 

“ cendy withftood the houfe of Auftria f.” All 
which meant, that in this fyftem of Liberty and 
Equality applied to the fovereign people it was 
neceflary to fubdivide the greater ftates into fmall 
federative democracies. 

“ In fine, if it be impoffible to reduce a ftate 
“ within proper limits, (notwithftanding his ad- 

* Chap. 13, Book III. f 
Y®l. II. I “ miration 
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“ miration for Rome), there is (till one meafore 
** to be adopted— that of not allowing a capital, 
11 or fettled feat of government, but moving it in 
«* rotation to every city, and aflcmbling the ftates 
<c of the country alternately [in the feme man* 
“ ner 

Left it fhould be objeded to our Philofopher, 
that to form thefe little democracies, would only 
be fubdividing the larger ftates into fo many kfler 
provinces, which would be for ever a prey to civil 
war and inleftint divifions , and always tending to 
change their form , which he declares to be the lot 
of all democracies, he b pleafed to grant exiftenec 
to ariftocracies. Thefe, and particularly “ the 
“ Elective Ariftocracy, which b the true one, are 
<c the belt of all governments But whether 
Democracy, Ariftocracy, or Monarchy be adopted, 
the people always remain fovereign ; the general 
alfemblies of the fovereign are always requilite, 
and they were to be frequent, “ and fo ordered as 
to aftemble of courfe at the ftatcd period, without 
“ being formally convened, not leaving it in the 
** power of any Prince or Magiftrate to prevent 
“ the meeting without openly declaring bimjdlf a 
“ violator of the laws, and an enemy to the 
“ ftatej.” • 

• Chap. 13, Bode lit f Chap, j. Book II L 
| Chap. 18, Book III. 
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jean Jaques, more confequent than his mafter, vm^ 
fellows up the principle he had borrowed from ° n * 
MontelquieU, and continues, ** at the opening of 
u thefe alfemblies, whole objeft is the mainte- blies of * 
u nince of the focial treaty, two qUeftiom fhould P 60 * 
«* always be propofed, and never on any account 
u omitted ; and the fuffrages Ihould be taken fe~ 

«* parately on each-“The firft Ihould be, Does it 
pleafe the Sovereign (the people) to preferve 
** the prefenc form of government ? And the 
tc fecond, Does it pleafe the people to leave the 
“ adminiftration with thofe who are at prefent 
** charged with it * ?” That is to fay, to conti- 
nue die Magiftrate, the Prince, or the King, whom 
they had chofen. 

Thefe two queftidhs in the fyftem of the love* 
reignty of the people are only confequences of the 
great principle laid down by Mooteiquien, that 
every man feeling bitnfelf a free agent ought to he his 
won governor. For this man, or people, feel- 
ing themfelves free agents, might not chufe to be 
governed to-day after the lame manner they were 
governed yefterday. If they were unwilling, how 
could they be free agents, when obliged to main- 
tain that government and thofe chiefs which they 
had formerly chofen. 

Such a confequcnce would have made any Phi- * 
lofopher lefs intrepid than Jean Jaques abandon 
* Chap. 18, Book III. 

Ia the 
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the principle. Without pretending to Philofbphy, 
one might have told him, * chat every people 
which forefaw the misfortunes that perpetual re- 
volutions in their government expofed them to, 
might without vilifying or enflaving themfelves, 
have chofen a Conftitution and fwom to maintain 
it. They might have chofen Chiefs, Magiftrates, 
or Kings, who were bound by oath to govern ac- 
cording to that Conftitution : a compact which it 
would be no left criminal to violate, than the moft 
facred oath (and equally fo to-morrow as to-day). 
If the people arc fuppofed to facrifice their Li- 
berty by a compact of this nature, you will call 
every honcft man by the degrading name of Have, 
who ihall think himfelf bound by the promife he 
made yefterday, or the oath he took to live ac- 
cording to the laws of the ftatc ?’ But fuch rea- 
fonings would have had little weight with Jean 
Jaques. In his opinion, it was a great error to 
pretend, that a Conftitution equally binding for 
the people and their chiefs was a compact between 
the people and the chiefs they had chofen ; be- 
caufe (fays he) «* it would be abfurd and contra- 
“ didory to fuppofe, that the Sovereign fhould 
“ give itfelf a fuperior ; and that, to oblige itfelf 
“ to obey a matter, would be to reinftate itfelf in 
“ the follnefs of Liberty *.” 

* Chap. 16, Book HI. 

Such 
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. Such was the confcquence naturally flowing from 
the idea of the fovereignty of the people, of the on \y pro- 
people efientially fovereign, who to be free mud vifional. 
be thfcir own governors, and who muft retain, 
notwithftanding all their oaths, the right of annul- 
ling to-day thofe very laws, which yefterday they 
■fwore to maintain. This conclufion, however 
Arrange it may appear, is neverthelefs that in the 
application of which the Revolutionary Sophifter 
particularly exults when he fays, “ when it happens 
“ therefore that the people eftablilh an heredi- 
“ tary government, whether it be Monarchical ia 
“ family, or Ariftocratical in one order of Citir 
“ zens, it is not an engagement which they make, but 
“ a proviflonal form given to Adminiftration, until 
“ it lhall pleafe the Sovereign to order otherwife 
That is to fay, until it (hall pleafe the people to 
expel their Senate, Parliament, or King. 

Let not the reader be aflonifhed at feeing me 
jafift fo much in thefe memoirs on the expofition 
of fuch a fyftem. The application of the caufea 
to the cffe&s will be more evident when the Hi- 
ftorian treats of the adts of the French Revolution. 

But (houkl he wilh to know more particularly, 
bow much our Philofopher of Geneva influenced 
the warfare which the Revolution had kindled 
againft every throne, let him examine how this 

• Chap. 18, Book III. | 

• • 1 3 Sophifter 
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Sophifter applies his principles to Monarchies, 
and the leflons that he teaches to all nations re- 
Ipeding their Kings. 

X. Here again it was Montefquieu who had laid 
Mour* the ground-work, and Jean Jaques railed the iii- 
D^mocjt* P ef ft ru ^ urc * He, walking in the footfteps of his 
c y. mailer, admits the abfolute neceffity of fepararing 

the Legiflative from the Executive Power, but, 
always more daring than Montefquieu, he icarcely 
leaves to Monarchy its very name. * e I therefore 
** denominate every State a Republic which is re- 
*' gulated by laws, under whatever form of admi- 
«« nillration it may be j for then only the public 
** interefts governs, and the affairs of the public 
** obtain a due regard. — Tq be legitimate, the go- 
“ vernment (hould not be confounded with .the 
u Sovereignty, but be confidered as its admini- 
“ ftrator and then Monarchy itfelf would be a 
sc Republic*.*’ 

Thefe hit words feem to imply, that Jean J aques 
recognized at lead the legitimacy of a King who 
would receive the law from the people, and who, 
acquiefcing in their fovereignty, would Ibbmjt to 
be a fimple adminiftrator, in a word their Have. 
For, according to this fyftem, the only free man 
is he who makes die laws, and the only Have he 

f Chap. 6, and Note to Bopk II. 
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who receives them. The people were to make 
the law, the King to receive it ; the King there- 
fore is only the Have of the fovereign people. 

On fuch conditions Jean Jaques confents-to re- To XI * 
cognize a King in great empires ; but he teaches vernwitk- 
the people at the fame time, that it is owing to^“‘^j^* 
their own faults if a King be necedary in fuch a 
ftate. They would have learned to govern thern- 
fohres without one if they had reflected, that the 
greater the enlargement of the Jlate , the more Liberty 
is diminijbed * j that their real in te reft Would have 
been to occupy a fpace of ground a hundred times 
lefs extenfive, in order to become a hundred 
times more free ; that if it be difficult for a large 
ftate to be properly governed, it is ftill more fo 
for it to be well-governed by one man. 

In fine, whatever ftates thefe may be, we are ^ XII. 
never to forget, according to this Philofopher, 
that the whole dignity of thole men called Kings “y chthe 
** is certainly no more than a commifion, under people 
(t which, (imply as officers of the fovereign power, “*)[ de ' 
“ they exercife in the name of the Sovereign the *° 

** power delegated to them, and which may be 
“ limited, modified, or recalled at the will of the 
“ Sovereign f.” 

Even on thefe conditions, had Jean Jaques foe* 
ceedcd according to his wilhes. Kings, though 

• Chap, i. Book IIL' f Ibid. ' • 
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reduced to mere Officers or Commiffioners for the 
Sovereign people, would not have had a long ex- 
iftence. .This wilh is clearly exprefled throughout 
the whole of his Chapter on Monarchy *. There 
he has heaped up every argument againft Royalty, 
whether hereditary or ele&ive; there, extolling 
the fuppofed virtues of the multitude, lie beholds 
the throne invaded by Tyrants, or vicious, cove- 
tous and ambitious Defpots. Nor did he fear to 
add, that if we were to underftand by Kino him 
who governs only fur the welfare of bis ftdjeSs, it 
would be evident that there bad never exified me 
from the commencement of the world f. 

The dired confequences of this whole fyftem 
evidendy were, that every nadon defirous of pre- 
ferring its rights of Liberty and Equality, was in 
the firft place to endeavour to govern itfelf with- 
out a King, and to adopt a Republican Conftitu- 
tion ; that nations who judged a King neceflary, 
were cautioufly to preferve all the rights of Sove- 
reignty, and never to lofe fight, in quality of Sove- 
reigns, of their inherent right of depofiqg the 
King they had created, of fhivering his fcepter, 
and of overturning his throne, whenever, and as 
often as they pleafed. Not one of theft: confer 
quence6 ftartled the Philofopher of Geneva. He 
was obliged to admit them. Jell; it fhould be ob* 

* Chap. 6, Book III. f Note to Chap, ip, Bodk HI. 
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jet&ed (as he had dime againft Montefquieu) that 
be fmetmes wanted precifion ! and once more to 
leave the world a prey to flavery. Had it been 
obje&ed, that it was precifely among thole nations 
who carried their ideas of Liberty, Equality, and 
Sovereignty to the greateft lengths, that the 
greateft number of Haves were to be found, he 
would have contented himfelf with anfwering, 
u Such, it is true, was the (ituation of Sparta.— ^XIII. 

“ But as to you, people of the prelent day, you ti on s 
“ have no Haves, but are yourjelves enjlaved •— “^ v ** 

** You purchafe their Liberty at the expence of feat, 

“ your own. Forbear then to exult in a prefer- 
“ ence which difcovers, in my opinion, more of 
« indolence than of humanity 

It is evident that Roufleau, always more lively 
and more daring than his mailer, could not fup- 
prefs any of the confequences which flowed from 
the principle laid down by Mohtelquieu. He 
brands every nation, even the Englilh, with 11a- 
very, declaring them all to be Haves under their 
Kings. 

To have furpafled his mailer in politics was not His reH . 
fufficient. Montefquieu is often lax, even infi- 
nuates error, and, notwithftanding all the eulogy he 
bellows on Chriftianity, appears fometimes to fa- 
cnflce the religious virtues to politics j yet he 

• Chap. 15, Book HI. 
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appeared too timid to his difciplcs. jean Jaques, 
more dogmatic, declares openly that he knows of 
no Religion more deftruEtive cf the /octal /pint than 
that of the Golpel ; and he paints a true Chriftian 
as a being always ready to bend his neck under the 
yoke of a Cromwell or a Catiline. 

Montelquieu had mentioned the Catholic Reli- 
gion as particularly adapted to moderate Govern * 
ments and Monarchy; the Protefiant Religion as 
appropriate to Republics*. Jean Jaques will 
neither allow of the Catholic nor of the Proteftant 
Chriftian, and finifties his fyftem with Bayle’s fa- 
mous paradox that Montelquieu had refuted. He 
conceived no Religion but Deifm to be worthy a 
Sovereign, equal, and free people ; and in order 
to undermine every throne, he banifhes from the 
ftate every altar where the God of Chriftianity was 
adored f. 

This conclulion alone railed Jean Jaques far 
above Montelquieu in the eyes of the Sophifters. 
Time was to decide which of thefe two fyftems 
lhould bear away the palm of vi&ory. Let the 
hiftorian compare the effects of each, obferving 
their nature and lucceflive progrefs of opinion. 
He will then be lefs furprized at beholding that 
fchool triumph which is regardlefs of the fan&ity 
of the Altar and of the authority of the Throne. 

• Spirit of Laws. Chap. 5, Book XXIV. 
f See Social Cotitraft, Chap. 8, Book IV. 
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CHAP. IV, 

Third Step of the Confpiracj. 

The general EffeSi of the Syftems of Montefquieu and 
Jean Jaques. 

Convention of the Sopbijters — 7 be Coalition of their 
Plots againjt the Throne , with their Plots 
agai fi the Altar, 

In comparing the two Syftems that we have juft Why 
expofed, it is eafy to remark, that the refpeftive 
authors of thofe Syftems have been biaffed in their aims at 
application of the ideas of Liberty and Equality to 
polity by the different ftations which they held in 
Ufe. The firft, born of that clafs in fociety that 
IS diftinguifhed by riches and honours, participated 
jeis of thofe ideas of Equality which confound 
every clafs pf citizens. Notwithstanding his great 
admiration for ancient Republics, he obferves, 
that " In every ftate there are always perfons 
“ diftinguifhed by their birth, riches, or honours j 
“ but were they |o be confounded with the com- 
“ . pion people, and to have only the weight pf a 
fingle vote like the reft, the common liberty 
f* would be their flavery, and they would have no 

intereft 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



124 


ANTI MONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY* 


** intercft in fuppordng it, as moft of the popular 
** refolutions would be againft them 

It was this fyftem which was at an after-period 
to induce the Jacobin Club to ftyle Montcfquku 
the Father of Ariftocracy \ and it appears that he 
was led to the adoption of this idea by the fuppo- 
fition that the clafs of citizens (the parliament) 
to which he belonged, would become legiflators ; 
and thus, enjoying his diftindive mark of liberty, 
would be their own governors, and would never 
obey any but their own laws. The care he had 
taken not to generalize his ideas, excepting when 
treating of the ifiand where he had learned to ad- 
mire them, fcreened him from all eenfure, and 
removed any imputation of his wilhing to over- 
turn the conftitution of his country, in order to 
introduce that of another. But fuch a precaution 
did not reprefs that defire which he had kindled 
in the breads of many of his readers, a define of 
feeing that conftitution, which he lb much ex- 
tolled, eftablifhed in their own country, a defire, 
alfo of the only laws congenial to liberty, thole 
of a country where each perfon is his own gover- 
nor. 

Why hi* The French at that period, little accuftomed to 

extolled] "political difcuflions, rather enjoyed the advantages 

and by of their government under the laws of their Mo- 
whom, 

* Spirit of Lawsj Chap* 6 , Book XI. 

narch. 
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narch, than cavilled at his authority. They were 
free under their laws, nor did they'lofe their time i 
m dilquifitions on the poffibility of being fo, ’ 
though they had not participated in the making of 
them. The novelty of the fubjeft irritated the 
curiolity of a nation with whom the bare title of 
Spirit of Lewis was fufficient to captivate their fuf- 
frages. Betides, it contained an immenfe fund of 
learning ; and in ipite of many witty reflections, 
even bordering on epigram, a ftrong feature of 
moderation and candour laid further claim to the 
public efteem. The Engliffi alio admired it. 

N otwithftanding Monte fquieu’s referves, it was but 
natural for them to extol fo great a genius, whofe 
chief error lay in having believed that their laws 
and their conftitution were fufficient to impart li- ' 
berty to all nation's, whatever might be their mo- 
ral or political pofltion on the globe. 

The efteem in which a nation, perhaps at that 
time its moft worthy rival, had always held Great 
Britain, added much to the high repute of the 
Spirit of Laws. It was tranflated into feveral 
languages ; and it would have been a dilgrace for 
a Frenchman not to have been acquainted with it. 

I hope the expreffion I am going to make ufe of 
will be forgiven ; that poifon, that true fource of 
the moft democratic of. all revolutions, infufed it- 
ielf without being perceived. The ground-work 
js entirely comprized in the principle, that Every 
man 
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man who is frppoftd a free agent night to be bis Mto 
governor , which is abfolutely fynonimous with ano* 
ther, viz. “ it is in the body of the people that tin 
" legifiative power refdei.” Thofe members of the 
ariftocracy who admired Montefqtiieu, had noc 
fufficiently weighed Che confluences of this grand 
axiom. They did not perceive that the Sophifters 
of rebellion would one day only change the terms, 
when they proclaimed that the taw Was but die 
exprefrim of the general will , and hence conclude, 
that it is a right inherent in the people or multi- 
tude to cnad or abrogate all laws j and that fhould 
the people change and overturn every thing at 
pleafure, they would do no more than exercife a 
right. 

He for- When Montefquieu palled over thefe confer 

Demo- q ucn( *s, or rather pretended not to fee them } 

eracy. when, viewing the different Monarchies of EurdjJe, 
he finds himfelf obliged to Confefs that he knew of 
no people, one excepted, who exercifed the pre- 
tended right of governing themfelves, and Of 
making their own laws ; when he adds, that the 
lefs they exercifed that right, the more the Mo- 
narchy degenerated towards Defpotifm j when, de- 
claring that Liberty was at an end wherever thofe 
powers which were generally concentrated in die 
perfon of the Sovereign, were not diftind, he 
lee ms to confole natrons, by flattering them with 
a greater or fmaller portion of Liberty, for which 

they 
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they were indebted to what he calls prejudices, to 
their love of the Subjtfi’s, the State's, and the Prinee’s 
glory * } in what cloud could he have enveloped 
■hjmfelf ? After having bid down principles which 
lbgmatize all nations as in a date of flavery, will he 
pretend to appeafe their minds by fpeaking of 
what little Liberty prejudice may have left them ? 
Are not thefe fome of the voluntary obfenrities 
which D’Alembert ftyles innocent artifices ? Or, 
are we to join with Jean Jaques in accuGng Mon- 
tefquieu of not bang freeije, and being often objevre l 
Be this as it may, fuch were Montefquieu’s 
principles, that it was impoffible to adopt them 
■either in France or eliewhere, without inviting 
thole aweful revolutions which, fnatching the moft 
important branch of the Royal prerogative from 
the Monarch, inveft the people with his Ipoib. 
After the Spirit of Laws only one thing was want- 
ing to operate fuch a Revolution ; and that was, a 
man who, fufficiently daring, would aflfert thefe 
confluences without fear, perhaps even com- 
placently, becaufe he beheld in them a means of 
annihilating all titles or diftin&tons, which deco- 
rate ftations of life fuperior to his own. The foo 
of a poor arrizan, in a word Jean Jaques Roufleau, 
bred in a watchmaker’s fhop, proved to be this 
faring man. He grafped the weapons which 

• Chap. 7, Book XI. 

Mon- 
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Montefquicu had forged to aflert the privileges of 
the multitude) and ascertain the rights of legifla- 
tion and fovereignty in the poor workman as the 
former had in the rich man; in the commoner as 
in the nobleman. The whole ariftocracy of Mon- 
tefquieu was no more than a fcaffolding for the 
Sophifters of rebellion ; and if he ever ufes die 
word Ariftocracy as exprefling the belt government, 
it was only in its original fignification ; he does not 
underftand by it the government of the wealthy 
and noble claflcs, but that of the beft of each, whe- 
ther rich or poor, who were to be chofen tnagi- 
ftrates by the people ; and then in the very arifto* 
cracy he conftitutes the people Legislators and 
Sovereigns. 

Montcfquieu believed the Nobility to be ne- 

ceflary intermediates between the King and the 

People. Jean Jaques detefted thefe intermediate 

bodies, and thought it abfurd that a fovereign 

Sompari* people Ihould ftand in need of them. Montef- 

ton and qu j cu parcels out the authority of Kings, to adorn 
natural \ r . , e 

effed, of the ariftocracy of riches and nobility with one of 
the two 
fyftems. 


its faireft branches. Jean Jaques, pennylds, fhivere 
the feepter of his King, and proferibes the prero- 
gative of nobility or wealth, and to aflimilate him- 
fclf to the Peer or Nobleman he invefts the Sove- 
reignty in the multitude. Both foreboded Revo- 
lutions; both taught nations that they laboured 
under the yoke of flavery, whatever may have 

been 
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becni their proteftations to the contrary ) both led 
Rations to believe, that the liberty of the fubjedfc 
could never be afcertained until they had adopted 
new Conftitutions an'd new Laws, ' and had chofen 
chiefs, who, more dependent on the people, would 
enfure the liberty of the fubjedt at the expence of 
their own. 

Both, in giving their ideas upon Liberty, in- 
ftrudted nations in what they ought to do to acquire 
this fuppofed Liberty. Public opinion, like the two 
fyftems, was to be reftrained within certain limits 
with Montefquieu, or expand itlelf to any lengths 
with Jean Jaques, according to the ftrength, pre- 
ponderance or multitude of difciples which inter- 
eft might have enrolled under the banners of 
either of thefe modern politicians. Every reflect- 
ing perfon could already forelee, that all the rebels 
of Ariftocracy would follow Montelquieu as their 
chief, but that all the lower clafles, and all the 
enemies of Ariftocracy, whether from hatred or 
jealoufy, would fight under Jean Jaques. 

Such mull have been the natural effedt of thefe 
two fyftems according to the progrefs they made 
in the public opinion. This effcdt, it is true, 
(night have been counteracted by opinions ftill 
predominant among many nations, whom thefe 
felfe ideas of Liberty had not milled fo far, as to 
make them believe they lived in flavery, becaufe 
they were governed by the laws of their Princes. 

• Vol. II. K All 
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All thefe revolutionary principles muft have been 
fruitlefs in nations whofe religious tenets teach and 
ordain fubmiffion to their lawful Sovereign, in 
nations where the Gofpel was followed and re- 
fpeded, a Golpel which equally proferibes in- 
juftice, arbitrary and tyrannic power in the Prince, 
and rebellion in the Subjeft, which, teaching the 
true worfhip of the King of Kings, does not inftil 
pride into nations by dunning them with the re- 
peated proclamation of their fovereignty. . 

But the Sophiders of Impiety had undermined 
the foundations of the Religion of the Gofpel, and 
numerous were their impious adepts. Many had 
been led to impiety by their ambition, and by 
the jealoufy they had conceived againd thole who 
enjoyed diftinltions or exercifed power, and they 
foon perceived that by means of thefe two fyderns, 
the fame ideas of Liberty and Equality, which had 
proved fuch powerful agents againd Chridianity, 
might prevail aifo againd all political Govern- 
ments. 

Till this period, the hatred which the fchool of 
Voltaire, or the brethren of D’Alembert, had 
The So- conceived againd Kings was vague and without 
confpire an y P^ an * 1° general, it was a mere third after 
and adopt Liberty and Equality, or a hatred of all coercive 
authority. But the neceflity of a civil govem- 
againft ment ftifLd all their cries. ' Here they were con- 
Kiflg 3 - vinccd, that to dedroy was not fufEcient, and that 

in 
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in overturning the prefent laws, it was neceflary 
To have another code to replace the former.— 
Their writings teemed with epigrams againft 
Kings, but they had not attacked their rights j 
Delpotifm and Tyranny were reprefented in the 
mod farcaftic light, though they had not yet de- . 
dared that every Prince was aDefpotor a Tyrant. 
But this was no longer the cafe when thefc two’ 
iyftems had appeared; Montefquieu taught them 
to govern themfelves, and make their laws in 
conjunftion with their Kings ; and Jean Jaques 
perfuades them to expell all Kings, and to go- 
vern and make their laws themlclves. The So- 
phifters no longer hefitate, and the overthrow of 
every throne is refolved on, as they had before 
refolved on the deftru&ion of every altar. From 
that period the two confpiracies are combined and 
form but one in the fchool of the Sophifters. It 
Is no longer the ifolated voice of a Voltaire, or of 
any particular adept who, following the explofions 
of his brain, railes a farcaftic cry againft the au- 
thority of Kings; it is the combined efforts of the 
Sophifters leagued in plots of rebellion and im- 
piety, aiming all their hatred, their means, their 
wilhes and their artifices, at teaching all nations to 
dellroy the throne of their Kings, as they had 
formerly excited them to overturn the altars of 
their God. 

K 2 Such 
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Such an accufation is important, it is direct; 
and the proofs are taken from the words of the 
confpirators thcmfelves. It is not only the fimple 
avowal of the confpiracy, but the exulting pride 
of the Sophifter who glories in his crime. He 
paints the hypocrify, the wickednefs, the hide- 
oufhefs of his crime in as glowing colours as if he 
had delineated the triumph of genius and wifdom, 
in a word of true Philofophy, in the caule of the 
happinefs of mankind. Let us attend, and we 
fhall hear them tracing the hiftory of their plots, 
which they reprefent as the climax of human un- 
derftanding in Philofbphical learning. 

Prooft of The French Revolution had hurled the unfortu- 
fpiracy. natc Lewis XVI. from his throne, when the moft 
unrelenting conipirator, that monfter Condorcet, 
thinks it incumbent on him to celebrate the 
glory of Philofophifm, and trace the progrefs of 
this fiend which had kindled the torch of di fcord 
and had reared the Republic on crime, blood- 
fhed, and the rubs' of the throne. Left the fchool 
whence thefe horrid deeds had iffued, fhould not be 
known, he deferibes it from its origin, and hifto- 
rifies all the monfters of biquity and rebellion 
which each century had produced. He then de- 
fends to the new Republican sra. - That hiftory 
may carefully weigh his evidence and appreciate 
his avowal, his words fhall fuffer no alteration : 
without interruption from us he may extol bis 

fchool 
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fchool and its pretended benefactions. He fup- 
poies us at the middle of this century, conGders 
his reader as arrived at that period when the deli- 
rium of fuperftjtion is difpelled by the firft rays 
of modern Philofophy. Then it is that he dc- 
velopes the following plot as the hiftory and 
triumph of his falfe Philofophy. 

“ ‘There was a clefs of wen which foon formed^ 

" itfelf in Europe with a view not fo much to dorcet. 

“ difeover and make deep refearch after truth as 
“ to diffufe it : whofe chief objeCt was to attack 
" prejudices in the very afylums where the Clergy, 
u the Schools, the Governments, and the ancient 
<f Corporations had received and protected them ; 

“ and made their glory to confift rather in de- 
“ ftroying popular error than in extending the 
** limits of fcience: this, though an indirect 
(< method of forwarding its progrefs, was not on 
“ that account either lefs dangerous or lefs ufe- 
“ ful. 

“ In England Collins and Bolingbroke, in 
** France Bayle, Fontencllc, Voltaire, Montef- 
“ quieu, and the Jchools formed by thefe men , com- 
- ** bated in favour of truth. They alternately cm- 
** ployed all the arms with which learning and 
“ Philofophy, with which wit and the talent of 
“ writing could furnifti reafon. AJfuming every 
“ tone, taking every fbape , from the ludicrous to 
** the pathetic, from the moft learned and exten- 

K 3 “ five 
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«* five compilation to the Novel or the petty 
Pamphlet of the day, covering truth with a 
“ veil, which, j paring the eye that was tco weak, 
c * incited the reader by the pleafure of furndfing 
“ it, infidioufly carefling prejudice in order to 
' “ ftrike it with more certainty and effect ; fcldom 
“ menacing more than one at a tirrie, and that 
** only in part •, fometimes flattering the enemies 
“ of reafon by feeming to ajk but for a half tolera- 
“ tion in Religion or a half Liberty in polity ■, re - 
" Jpebling Defpotifm when they impugned religions 
“ abjur dities , and Religion when they attacked ty- 
“ ranny ; combating tbefe two pefis in their very 
** principles, though apparently inveighing aghinft 
“ ridiculous and difgujling abufes j Jlriking at the 
root of tbofe peftiferous trees, wbiljl they appeared 
« only to wijh to lop the Jlraggling branches ; at one 
“ time marking out fuperftition, which covers defpo- 
“ tifm with its impenetrable fhield, to the friends of 
“ Liberty, as the firft vibiim which they are to im- 
“ molate, the firft link to be cleft afunder at another 
“ denouncing it to Defpots as the real enemy of their 
“ power, Tand frightenjng them with its hypocriti- 
«* cal plots and fanguinary rage ; but indefatigable 
« when they clairried the independence of Reafon and 
*« the liberty of the Prefs as the right and fafeguard 
“ of mankind j inveighing with enthufiaftic energy 
« againft the crimes of Fanaticifm and Tyranny ; 
«* reprobating every thing which bore the character 

« cf 
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« of opprelfion, harfhnels, or barbarity, whe- 
“ thcr in Religion, Adminiftration, Morals or 
“ Laws; commanding Kings, Warriors, Priefts 
“ and Magidrates in the name of nature to fpare 
“ the blood of men j reproaching them in the 
** moft energetic drain with that which th^ir 
“ policy or indifference prodigally lavilhed on 
*« the fcaffold or in the field of battle j in fine, 
“ adopting rea/on, toleration, and humanity as their 
“ fignal and watch- word. 

" Such was the Modern Philofophy, lo much 
" deteded by thofe numerous claffes whole very 
“ exidence were drawn from prejudices — Its chiefs 
w had the art of efcaping vengeance, though ex- 
** poled to hatred ; of biding tbemf elves from perfe- 
“ eution, though fufficiently confpicuous to lofe nothing 
“ of their glory 

Had rebellion, impiety, and revolt wilhed to 
trace their means and afeertain their object, could 
they have made a better choice than the pen of 
Condorcet to delineate the attors, deferibe their de- 
tedable plots, and fix the epoch of their double 
confpiracy, which, fird aiming at the altar, is 
afterward directed and purfued with fury againd 
all Kings and Rulers of nations. How could their 
means and plots have been rendered more mani- 
fed? How could the hero of the plot, or the 

• EfquifTe d’un tableau hiftorique de 1’efprit humain, 9 
Epoque. 
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adept rnoft intimately initiated in the myfteries of 
the confpiracy, have more evidendy pointed out 
the obje&, the double tendency of the Sophifti- 
cated fchool ; or (hown in a clearer light the wife 
of deftroying the throne fpringing from the league 
which they had formed againft the altar? 

Let the hiftorian feize on this avowal or rather 
on this eulogy of plots. He will find concentrated 
and Sowing from- Condorcet’s pen, every thing 
that the moft daring and the deepeft initiated 
conipirator could have let fall, to characterise the 
moft authenticated and moft univerfal confpiracy* 
planned by thofe men called Philofophcrs, not 
only attacking the perfons of particular Kings but 
of every King, and not Kings only, but the very 
cftence of Royalty and all Monarchy. The com-* 
mencement of this confpiracy was when Collins, 
Bolingbroke, Bayte, and other mafters of Vol- 
taire, together with that Sophifter himielf, had 
propagated their impious do&rines againft the God 
of Chriftianity. 

We fee it fall riling into eminence when Mon- 
tefquieu and Jean Jaques, nearly his contempo- 
rary, applying their ideas of Liberty and Equality 
to Polity, had given .birth to that difquiet fpirit 
which fought to inveftigate the rights of Sove- 
reigns, the extent of their authority, the pretended 
rights of the free man, and without which every 
fubjeCt is branded for a flave — and every Kiog 
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ftyled a Defpot. In fine, it is that period when 
their fy Items, by means of empty theories, fumilh 
the Sophifters with a means of fupplying the want 
of Kings in the government of nations. 

Undi that period the fed feemed to have car* 
ried their views no further, than to the eftablilh- 
ment of Philofophic Kings, or Kings at leaft who 
would let themfclvcs be governed by Philofo- 
phers ; but, defpairing of fuccels, they league in 
the oath of deftroying all Royalty, the very inftant 
they (hall have found in any fyftcm the means of 
governing without Kings. 

The perfons who compofe this' fchool of con- 
fpicators are ftrongly marked, i'hey are the au- 
thors and adepts of this Modern Pbiloftphy , who, 
before they rcfolved on the dcftru&ion of Monar- 
chy, began by railing their heads againft Reli- 
gion i who, before they depicted every Govern- 
ment in the colours of Defpotifm and Tyranny, 
reprcfcnt fanaticifm and fuperftition as the foie 
growth of Chriftianity. 

The extent, the means, the conftancy of the 
conlpiracy all are ihown in the cleareft light.—. 
Our confpiring Sophifters pretend to ajk but for a 
half-toleration in Religion or a half-liberty in Polity j 
refpeSing authority of Kings when they impugned 
Religion, and Religion when they attacked Royalty; 
They pretend to inveigh only againft abufes j but 
both Religion and the authority of Monarchs are 

but 
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but two pefliferous trees, at whofc very roots they 
ftrike. They are the two giants whom they com- 
bat in their principles, that every veftige of their 
exiftence might be annihilated. 

’They ajfume every tone, they take every jbape , and 
artfully flatter thofe whofe power they wilh to de- 
ftroy. They fpare no pains to deceive the Mo- 
narch whofe throne they undermine. They de- 
nounce Religion as the real enemy of their power , 
and never ceafe reminding their adepts, that it is 
Religion which covers Kings with an impenetrable 
fbield : That it is the firft viSim to be immolated 
the firft link to be cleft afunder , in order to fucceed 
in (halting off the yoke of Kings, and in annihila- 
ting Monarchy, when once they Oiould have fuc- 
ceeded in crufhing the God of that Religion. 

The whole of this wicked game is combined 
among the adepts; their adtion, their union cannot 
be better delineated. Their watch-word is Inde- 
pendence and Liberty. They all have their fccret, 
and during the moft vigorous profecution of their 
plots they feduloufly conceal them. They nevertbelefs 
covertly purfue them with an indefatigable conftancy. 
W hat can be called confpiracy, if this is not con- 
fpiring againft all Kings ; and how could the Phi- 
lofophers more clearly demonftrate, that the war 
which, they waged againft Chrift and his Altar, 
againft Kings and their Thrones, was a war of ex- 
termination ? 

Iftill 
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I fiill fear its being obje&ed, that the Philofo- 
phers did not mean to point at Royalty by th£ 
words Defpotifm and Tyranny. I have already faid, 
that the Defpots and Tyrants whom the Sophifters 
were to deftroy could be no other than thole Mo- 
narcos under and againfl whom they did confpire ; 
and if the unfortunate Lewis XVI. was a Tyrant 
and a Defpot in their eyes, the mildeft and the 
moft moderate of Monarchs muft have been guilty 
of Tyranny and Defpotifm. But let it not be 
thought that thefe confpiring Sophifters were al- 
ways reftrained by a fenfe of fhame from cafting 
afide the veil of Defpotifm and Tyranny with 
which they had Ihrowded the hatred they had con- 
ceived againfl: Royalty. The fame Condorcet 
who may be fuppofcd (at the head of the Sophi- 
fticated bands) to have attacked only Tyranny and 
Defpotifm, leaves us no room to doubt. 

Scarcely had the original rebels called Confti- 
tutionalifts left the name or phantom of a Monarch 
to France in the unfortunate Lewis XVI. fo 
greatly had they abridged the regal authority ; 
and moft unjuftly could that unfortunate Prince, 
in his degraded ftate at leaft, be accufed of Def- 
potifm or Tyrannyj neverthelefs the defigns of 
the Sophifters had not been fulfilled, and it is 
Condorcet who undertakes to fhew the extent of 
their views. Royalty was ftill preferved as to the 
pame j and Condorcet now no longer exclaimed, 

« Deftroy 
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** Deftroy the Tyrant > the Defpot,” but “ dejtrey 
<* the King.*’ Speaking in the name of the Phi-* 
lofophic fed, he propofes his problems on Roy- 
alty in the moft direct language. He endded 
them Of the Republic ; and the fitft queftion he 
propofes is, Whether a King is neceffary fer Li- 
berty ? He anfwers it himfelf, and declares that 
Royalty is not only unneceflary and ufelefs but even 
contrary to Liberty , that it is irrcconcileable with 
Liberty; and after having folved this problem, he 
continues : “ As to the reafonings which may be 
“ brought againft us, we will not do them the 
“ honour of refuting them ; much lefe (hall we 
“ trouble ourfelves to anfwer that fwarm of mer- 
** cenary writers, who have fuch good reafons for 
believing that a Government cannot exift with- 
** out a civil lift, and we will give them full liberty 
to treat thole perfons as madmen who have the 
*« misfortune to think as the fages of every age 
“ and nation have done before them 

It is thus that, from the mouth of that Sophi- 
fter, who was the moft deeply initiated of the 
adepts, we learn, without the leaft fubterfuge, the 
extent of their plots : fuch were the wifhes of his 
pretended fages. It is not only Defpotifm but 
Royalty itfelf, it is even the empty name of an 
jmprifoned King, that is incompatible with Li- 

* Of the Republic, by Condorcet, an. 1791. 

berty. 
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berty. What then is necefiary to accomplifh their 
laft views with refpedl to Kings as well as to the 
Priefthood ? Thefe views are not confined to 
France alone, no, not even to Europe; but they 
extend to all nations, to the whole globe, to every 
region on which the fun fhines. It is no longer a 
wifh it is a hope, it is the confidence of fuccefs, 
which makes [the fame Sophifter, adopting the 
prophetic ftrain, announce to Kings and the 
Priefthood, that, thanks to the union, toils, and 
unrelenting warfare of the Philofophers, “ the 
** day will come when the fun fhall fhine on none 
" but free men, a day, when man, recognizing 
ct no other mafter than his reafon, when Tyrants 
** and their Slaves, when Priefts, together with 
«* their ftupid and hypocritical agents, will have 
te no further exiftence but in hiftory or on the 
** ftage *.’* At length the whole extent' of their 
plots is revealed, ■ and revealed by that adept who 
was at the head of the Sophifticated fqhool ; by 
him, whom the original mafters had judged to be 
the mod proper perfon to fiicceed them and as 
moft ftrongly fired with their fpirit ; by him, in 
fine, who proves to be their greateji conjolation in 
their laft moments, as they leave a chief to their 
lchool worthy of themfelves f. That their con* 

* Of the Republic, by Condorcet, epoch 10. . 

f Voltaire to D’Alembert, let. 101, an. 1773. 
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(piracy might be compkat, die Royal Authority 
and the Prieftbood were not to exift but in hiftory 
or on the ftage. In the former, as the fubjeft of 
calumny and all the imprecations of the fed ; on 
the latter, as an objcft of public derifion. 

Condorcet is not, however, the only one of the 
Sophifters, who, exulting in the fuccefs of their 
double confpiracy, lay open its fource and (hew it 
fpringing from that concert and underftanding of 
the Sophifters, uniting their means, their labours, 
and direfting them at one time againft the throne, 
at another againft the altar, with a common wifh of 
crufhing both the one and the other. Condorcet 
is, without doubt, the Sophifter who betrays the 
greateft vanity on the fubjeft, becaufe he is the 
adept who, fcoffing at all fhame and declaiming 
every moral fentiment, would blulh the lcaft in 
defcribing thofe artifices which he fo complacently 
relates ; for it was he that could with the leaft cm* 
barraflment reconcile that atrocious diflimulation, 
thofe tortuous plans, thofe fnares laid at once for 
Priefts, Kings, and Nations, to the rules of honour, 
probity, and truth; while the whole conduftofhis 
fchool exhibits a concatenation of guilt and cun- 
ning, unworthy of the Philofopher, and becoming 
the odious confpirator only. Many other adepts 
(peak their true fentiments, when they declare 
their belief that the publication of their proceed- 
ings 
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ings can be no bar to the fuccefs of the con (pi- 
racy. 

The Editors of the Mercure, La Harpe, Mar- La Harp* 
montel, and Champfort, had nearly been as ex- montel^* 
plicit as Condorcet, when they publi(hed the fol- 
lowing fentence, ** It is the arm of the people 
* c that executes Revolutions,' but it is the medi- 
€t tations of the fage that prepare them.” Thefe 
adepts, like Coudorcct, reprefent our pretended 
(ages as dire&ing by filent and tortuous means, 
the minds of the people toward that Revolution 
which was to fhiver the feepter of Lewis XVI. 
and whofe grand obje£t was to break the pretend- 
ed yoke of the Priejibood in order to break that of 
the pretended Tyrants, of Tyrants fuch as Lewis 
XVI. the mod humane and juft of Kings, and 
whofe fondeft purfuit was the happinels of his 
fubjetts. Before Condorcet and our Sophifters of 
the Mercure many other adepts had (hewn this 
concert and union, and had claimed the honour of 
this Revolution menacing every throne, as the 
glorious atchievements of their fchool. Let us 
hearken to a man illuftrious in the annals of Phi- 
lofophifm, and whom as fuch we may fuppofe well 
informed as to their plots. 

Mr. de la Metherie is not one of the common La Me- 
dals of adepts j on the contrary, he was one of thenc * 
thofe who had the art of infinuating Atheifm with 
all the ledudtion of natural fcience. So early , as on 
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the i ft of January 1790, this adept, who was de- 
fer vedly looked upon as one of the moft learned 
of the feft, begins his obfervations and memoirs 
'with thefe remarkable words : tr At length the 
“ happy day is come when Philofophy triumphs 
** over all its enemies. They are obliged to own, 
“.that it is the light which Philofophy has 
“ fpread, more efpecially of late years, that has 
*« produced the great events which will dijlinguijh 
“ the end of this century .” What are the/e great 
events which the learned Atheift claims in the 
name of Philofophy ? They are thofc of a Revo- 
lution which difcovers man breaking the Jhackles ef 
Jlavery, and fhaking off the yoke with which auda- 
cious Dejpots had burthencd them. It is the peo- 
ple recovering their inalienable right , of making 
alone the laws, of depofing Princes, of changing 
or continuing them according to their will and 
pleafure, and of viewing their Sovereigns in no 
other light than as men who cannot infringe thefe 
popular laws without being guilty of treafon to the 
people. Left the principles on which thefe pre- 
tended rights were founded ihould be foigotten, he 
repeats them with enthufiaftic eloquence ; left the 
glory of fuch leffons and their confequcnccs Ihould 
be attributed to any but the matters of his fehool ; 
left, in fliort, the intention and concert of its authors 
ihould not be iufficiently evident, he tells us, and 
that at the very moment when the unfortunate 
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Lewis XVI. is the fport of that legiflative and 
fovereign populace, " It is thefe truths repeated 
“ thoufands and thoufands of times by the Philo- 
** fophers of humanity, that have operated thofe 
“ precious effeds, fo long expeded he care- 
fully adds, that if France is the firft to burft the 
fetters of Defpotifm, it is becaufe the Philofophers 
had prepared them for fuch noble efforts by a multi- 
tude of excellent writings. And that we might be 
acquainted to what extent thefe fucceffes prepared 
by Philofophy are to be carried by the concert of 
thefe lefions repeated thoufands and thoufands of 
times , the adept La Metherie continues, “ The 
<c fame lights arc propagating throughout other 
" nations, and foon they will cry ottf like the 
* f French, we are determined to be free— Let the 
“ brilliant fiiccefs which Philofophy has juft gained 
“ be a new fpur to their courage — Let us be per- 
“ funded that our labours will not be fruitlefs." 

The foundation of this hope (and never let the 
hiftorian lofe fight of this obfervation, fince the 
Philofophers incelfantly repeat it) refts on the 
e profped of an approaching Revolution in religi- 
ous matters. It is becaufe feds equally inimical 
to Royalty and Chriftianity are daily increafing in 
numbers and ftrength, particularly in North Ame- 
rica and in Germany. It is becaufe the new tenets 
' are filently propagatedy and that all thefe feds unite 
• their efforts with thofe of Philofophifm. 

Vol. II. L He 
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He delineates the extent of their hopes, by de- 
claring that Philofophy, after havipg conquered 
liberty in America and France, will carry its 
conquefts on the one fide into Poland, on the other 
into Spain and Italy, and even into Turkey ; nay, 
more, that it will penetrate into the moft diftant 
regions ; and that Egypt, Syria, and India irfelf, 
ihall be tributary to it *. 

Were it necefiary to fcek further proof that this 
Revolution had been the work of the combined 
efforts, of the wifhes and labors of our modem 
Sophifters, La Metherie will tell us, that he had 
clearly announced it to all Sovereigns when he 
faid, <c Princes, do not deceive yourfelves — Tbix 
u raijes the ftandard of Liberty, and be is followed 
“ by bis fellow citizens. The whole power of 
« Philip II. could not prevail againft Holland; 
“ and a cheft of tea liberates America from the 
“ yoke of the Englifh. In all energetic nations 
“ ^Liberty raifes itfelf on the ruins of Defpotifm ; 
ft but Jofeph II. and Lewis XVI. were far from 
“ thinking this warping regarded them. May 
“ Kings, Ariftocrats, and Theocrats profit by this 
** example !” Should they continue deaf to his 
voice, the fame fage will fhrug his fhouldeFS, and, 
pitying, fay, “ Thefe* privileged perfons are bad 
“ calculators of the courfe of the human mind 

* Obfervations on Experimental Philofophy and Natnial 
Hiltory, January 1790. Preliminary Difcourfe. 
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u and of the influence of Philofophy } and let 
“ them remember that their fall in France was 
** accelerated by the negleft of lbch calcula- 
" tions 

Another Philofopher not lefs vain than La Guim. 
Mctherie, extolling and revealing the plans, in- 
tentions and plots of the fed, with nearly as much 
perfpicuity as Condorcet, is alfo acknowledged 
by it for one of its profoundeft adepts. This is 
Gudin, who, adding his reveries to thofe of Jean 
Jaques, makes the glory of his matters confift not 
only in the principles and the wi(h of the revolu- 
tion, but in all they had done to bring it about, 
and which enabled them to announce it as infallible . 

This adept Gudin goes much further ; for he 
tells us, that it was not the intention of the Philo- 
fophers to operate this Revolution by the arm of 
the people, but by means of the King and his 
Minifters ; that they had forewarned them chat it 
was in vain for them to pretend to ftop it. Accord- 
ing to him, " thefe fame Philoibphers who, under 
“ the ancient order of things, had told the King, 
u his Council, and his Minifters, //^*/ tbeje changes 
**• would take place in fpite of them , if they would not 
“ adopt them, fay at this prefent day to thofe who 
« oppofe the conftitution, that it would be ira- 
“ poflible to return to the old form of govern- 

• Urn, January 1791, page 150. 

La “ ment, 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



t+8 


ANTI MONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY. 


** ment, whichever might be the party that car- 
“ ried the day, it being too imperfed and too 
“ much diferedited even by the enemies of the 
“ new conftitution 

Thefe men therefore, whom we fee to-day, 
under the name of Philofophers, fo numerous and 
fuch zealous partizans of that Revolution which 
dethrones Kings ; which inverts the Sovereignty 
in the hands of the people, and executes fyftems 
the moft diredly oppofite to the authority of 
Monarchs ; thefe men, before they attempted to 
accomplilh their plans by the arm of the people, 
had already revolutionized the public opinion to 
that degree, and were fo certain of their fuccefe, 
that they boldly threatened both Kings and their 
Minifters, if they would not adopt their Revolu- 
tionary ideas, with the completion of that long 
wilhed for Revolution, in fpite of all oppofition. 

It would be endlefs to quote the multitude of 
proofs which atteft, that Philofophifm only waited 
for the fuccefs of its plots, to glory in having con- 
trived them. The hiftorian will find thofe proofs 
in the numerous difeourfes pronounced by the 
adepts, either at the legiflative club called Na- 
tional AfTembly, or at the regulating club called 
the Jacobins j fcarcely will he hear the name of 
Philofophers pronounced in thefe revolutionary 

* Supplement to the Social Contraft, Chap, a. Part III. 
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dens, without the grateful acknowledgment of 
their being the authors of the Revolution. 

I could adduce proofs of a different nature. 

The adepts, for example, who many years before 
the Revolution entrufted with their fecret thofe 
whom they wilhed to gain over to their party. I Bergier. 
could name that Counfellor, that Sophifter Ber- 
gier, whom Voltaire mentions as the moft zealous 
adept *. I am acquainted with the perfon to whom 
this fecret was entruffed five years before the Re- 
volution, in the Park of St. Cloud, to whom Ber- 
gier without the leaft hefitation faid, that the time 
was not diftant when Philofophy would triumph 
over Kings and the Priefthood. -That as to Kings, 
their Empire was at an end, and that the downfall 
of' the grandees and nobility was equally certain. 

That the plans had been too well laid, and things 
were too far advanced, to leave room for any 
doubt of fuccefs. But the man who has fince en- 
trufted me with thefe fecrets, though he gave 
them to me in writing, will not confent to have 
his name mentioned. He, like many others, at 
that time believed the dogmatic allertions of the 
Sophifter, whom he knew to be one of the moft 
profligate of the fe£t, to be thofe of folly. And at 
prefent like many others, not conceiving how 
jnuch it imports to hiftory that fa£ts of this kind 

• Gen. Correfpondence. 
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fliould be authenticated by witneffes of known ve- 
racity, he facrifices that grand obje& to the deli- 
cacy of not betraying what appears to have been 
but a confidential communication. 

Alfonfe Bound by fuch fcrupulofidcs, I am obliged to 
*** Roi * pafs over many fuch anecdotes, that would lhow 
the Sophifters entrufting the fecrets of their plots, 
and foretelling as clearly as Bergier did, the down- 
fall of Kings and the triumph of Philofophy. I 
will confent even to fupprefs the name of a French 
nobleman who, relidcnt in Normandy, received 
the following letter : “ Monfteur Le Comte, do 
* c not deceive yourfelf This is not a hidden 
" ftorm. The Revolution is made and confum- 
« mated. It has been preparing for thefe laft 
«* fifty years, and that by feme of the greateft 
** geniufes in Europe. It has its abettors in every 
“ cabinet. There will be no other Ariftocracy 
** but that of wit, and you certainly will have a 
** greater claim to that than any body elfe.” 
This letter was written, a few days after the taking 
of the Baftile, by Alfonfe le Roi, a phyfician. It 
needs no comment. 

Teftimo- It is now time to call my reader’s attention to 
“y of that other Le Roi whom we have mentioned in 
jJeRoi! 18 the firft part of our Memoirs. He is not the vain 
Sophifter glorying in his plots, not a Condorcet, 
a La Metherie, a Gudin, or an Alfonfe, who ex- 
ultingly behold the triumph of Philofophy in the 
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crimes perpetrated and in the plots framed againft 
the Altar and the Throne, No, this is the ftiame- 
faced and repenting adept, whom forrow and re- 
morfe oblige to reveal a fecret burfting from him 
in the agony of grief. But both the repentant and 
the proud adept perfectly agree in their evidence. 
For it would be a ftrange error to believe, that the 
declaration ofLe Roi and the objeft of his remorfe 
were confined to the Antichriftian Gonfpiracy. At 
the period when he made his declaration neither 
the conftitution nor the oath of apoftacy had been 
decreed. It bad not as yet been propofed to plun- 
der and profane the temples, and to abolilh the 
public worlhip. Np blow had been given to the 
fymbol of Chriftianity. All was prepared and 
daily darting into exigence ■, but as yet the afiem- 
bly had only trelpafifed againft the political autho- 
rity and the rights of their Sovereign. It.was at 
die fight of thefe firft crimes that Le Roi is re- 
proached with the milerable efitfts ofhisfchool, 
and it was to this reproach he anlwered, Tt 9 whom 
do you Jay Jo? I know it but too well, and I Jhall die 
of grief and remorfe. When he difclofed all the 
heinoufnefs of the plot framed by his fecret aca- 
demy at the Hotel d’Holbach, when he declares 
that it was there that the Confpiracy, whofe dire 
efFefts they then beheld, had been formed and 
carried on ■, the plots which he detefts are thofe 
that he fees attacking the Throne. If he declares 

L 4 thofe 
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thofc at the fame time which had been formed 
againft the altar, it is becaufe they had been the- 
forerunners of the above, becaufe it was neccflary 
to* (how that the hatred which the people had con- 
ceived for their King, arofe from that which had 
been inftilled into them againft their God. Thus 
while the declaration of this unhappy adept au- 
thenticates the conlpiracy of the Sophifters againft 
religion, it equally demonftrates that contrived 
againft the Throne. 

It would be in vain to objeft that this unhappy 
man loved his King ; he calls all prefent to wit- 
nefs that he is attached to the perfon of Lewis XV I 
how could he then join in a confpiracy againft 
him ? But it is in vain, all is confiftent, all is 
combined in this mind racked with remorfe. This 
unhappy Secretary of the Confpiring Academy 
might have loved the perfon of the Monarch, but 
detefted Monarchy, detefted it at leaft as it exift- 
ed, and in the light in which his matters had 
taught him to confider it, that is to fay, as irre- 
concilable with their principles of Liberty, Equa- 
lity, and Sovereignty of the people. We fhall fee 
hereafter, that opinions differed very much in this 
fecret academy. Some wilhed to have a King, 
or at leaft to preferve the appearance of one in the 
new projected order of things; others, and they 
were to carry the day, objected to the very name 
or any appearance of Royalty, and both parties 
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■were unanimous in their attacks againft Royalty as 
then exifting. .The one wifhed for a Revolution 
partly combined of Montefquieu’s fyftem, partly 
of Jean Jaques’s. The other wifhed to eftablifh , 
it on the confequences which Jean Jaques had 
'' deduced from Montefquieu’s principles. But both 
•were leagued in Rebellion, and both conlpired to 
bring about a Revolution. The repenting adept 
wanted a half Revolution, nor did he believe that 
the people, when put in motion, would proceed 
to thole excefles which he detefted. He flattered 
himfelf that the Confpirihg Philofophers who 
ftirred up the populace would be able to direffc 
its motions ; that they would infpire this populace 
with a proper refpeft for the perfon and even for 
the dignity of a Prince whom he loved and re- 
Ipefted as a Frenchman and a Courtier, while as a 
Sophifter he dethroned him. This is all that his 
remorfe and his proteftations of attachment for 
the perfon of Lewis XVI. ctfn indicate. He 
wifhed to make him a King fubfervient to the 
views and fyftems of the Sophiftets, and he re- 
duced the unfortunate Monarch to be the objedt of 
the licentious outrages of the populace j fuch 
are the real caufes of his grief and remorle. 

But the more this remnant of affection for his 
King appears in his declaration, the more it cor- 
roborates his avowal. It is not without caufe that 
a man accufes himfelf of having pierced the bofom 

of 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



*54 


ANTIMONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY. 


Their te- 
stimonies 
com- 
pared. 


of the perlon he loves, or of having been con- 
cerned in a confpiracy againft a Monarch whole 
Throne he with regret beholds menaced with ruin. 
People do not accufe themfelves of crimes which 
they deteft. Let us weigh the declaration of the 
repenting adept. What has Condorcet, proud and 
vainly exulting in the Confpiracy of Philofophilm 
againft the Throne, told us, which the unhappy 
Le Roi finking under ftiame and remorfe has not 
confirmed ? 

The haughty adept tells us, that of the difciples 
of Voltaire and Montefquieu, that is to lay, of all 
the principal authors of that impiety and fophifti- 
cated polity of the age, a fchool or le£l was formed 
uniting and combining their labors and their 
writings to effe&uate the fucceflive overthrow of 
the religion of Chrift and of the Thrones of Kings. 
The repentant adept Ihows us thefe lame difciples 
ofVoltaire, Montelquieu, and Jean Jaques, unit- 
ing and coalefcing under the fictitious name of 
CEconomifts at the Hotel d’Holbach ; and he fays 
it was there that the adepts dedicated their labors 
and their lucubrations to the perverfion of the 
public opinion on the facred fubjeCts of Religion 
and the rights of the Throne. " Moll of thole 
“ works (his declaration fays) which have appeared 
** for a long time paft againft religion , morality , 
« and government, were ours, or thofe of Authors 
«* devoted to us. They were compolcd by the 
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members or by the orders of the fociety *.’* 
The unhappy Le Roi not only fays againft reli- 
gion and morality, but alfo againft government’, 
and had he not laid it, the one would be the na- 
tural confequence of the other } for the greateft 
part of the writings iffued from this club of the 
Baron d’Holbach unite both obje&s. Soon we 
lhall fee them equally aiming at the overthrow of 
the Throne and of the Altar. They were the 
fame Sophifters who had combined in one and the 
lame plot the deftru&ion of both. 

The adept Condorcet complacently dwells on 
the art with which the coalefced Sophifters directed 
their attacks now at the Clergy then at Kings ; 
covering truth with a veil which fpared the eye 
that was too weak, artfully carefting religious opi- 
nions, to ftrike at them more furely, ftirring up 
with ftill greater art Princes againft the Prieft- 
hood, and the People againft their Princes, folly 
refolvcd to overturn both the Altar of the Prieft and 
the Throne of the Prince. , Arc not thefe the 
fame ftratagems which the repenting adept . de- 
fcribcs when he fays, “ before thefe impious and 
“ ieditious books were fent to the prefs, they 
** were delivered in at our office. There we rc- 
“ vifed and corrcded them, added to or curtailed 
" them according as circumftances required. When 

* See Part the ill of thefe Memoir*, page 32$. 
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** our Philofophy was too glaring for the times, 
“ or for the objeCt of the work, we brought it to 
** a lower tint ; and when we thought that we 
“ might be more daring than the Author, we 
** fpoke more openly As to its objeft, its 
means, and its authors, we fee the account of this 
double confpiracy perfe&ly coinciding, whether 
given by the haughty Condorcct or the repenting 
Le Roi. Both demonftrate this fchool confpiring 
againft their God and againft their King, flattering 
themfelves with fuccels againft Monarchy, and 
generating that Revolution which was to overturn 
their thrones, but not till that period when the 
faith of nations, long before difordered, weakened, 
and at length milled by the fnares of the Sophi- 
fters, threatened but a (light refiftance to their 
attacks either againft the Altar or the Throne. 

The enthufiaftic pride of Condorcet, and the 
fhame and remorfe of the penitent Le Roi, cer- 
tainly had never concerted this conliftency in their 
depofitions. The one, hardened in impiety and 
rebellion, prefcrves his fecret till that period when 
he thinks he may violate it without endangering 
the fuccels of his wicked purfuits. He enjoys at 
length, he glories in this fuccefs, and reprdents 
his accomplices as men to be revered as the bene- 
factors of mankind. The other, as it were to 

• See Part the ift of thefe Memoirs, page 325. 
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extenuate his crime, the, very inftant his eyes are 
open to the heirioufnefs of his paft conduct, names 
thole who have feduced him, difdofes the place 
where they confpired, but to curfe it ; and throws 
all the weight of his crimes on his perfidious ma- 
tters, on Voltaire, D’Alembert, Diderot, and their 
accomplices. He beholds thefe men who have 
feduced him in no other light than as monfters of 
rebellion. When luch oppofite paffions, fuch 
different interefts and fentiments agree in their de- 
pofitions on the fame confpiracy, on the fame 
means, and on the lame confpirators, truth can 
require no further proofs ; it is evidence, it is de- 
monftration itfelf. 

Such- then is the firft problem of that Revolu- Firft ft«p» 
tion fo fatal to Monarchy. • Voltaire forwards it confpira- 
with all his might in confpiring againft his God, cy com- 
in fpreading his doftrine of modern liberty and in parec ^ 
artfully attacking with his farcattic wit and fatire 
the pretended defpots of his own country and. of 
Europe. Montefquieu traced in his fyftems the 
firft fteps toward that diforganizing liberty. Jean 
Jaques adopts Montefquieu’s principles and en- 
larges on their confequences. From the Equality 
of the legijlative people, he deduces the Equality 
and Liberty 'of the Jovereign people j from the 
people effentially free and exercifing the right of 
depofing their Kings at pleafure, he teaches the 
people to govern without them. The difciples 
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of Voltaire, Montefquieu, and Jean Jaques, united 
and coalesced in their fccret academy, league alfo 
in their oaths ■, and of thole oaths that of crufhing 
Chrift and of annihilating Kings form but one. 
Had the proofs of thefe plots been fupported 
neither by the boafting of the haughty Sophifter 
exulting in fuccefs, nor by the declaration of the 
penitent adept ready to expire at the fight of fuch 
fuccefles, ft ill what we have to unfold of this mazy 
coalition, would equally demonftrate both its ex- 
igence and its objed from the publicity of the 
means employed by the fed. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Fourth Step of the Con/piraty againft Kings. 

Inundation of Antimonarchical Books. 

Frejh Proofs of the Confpiracy. 

ThE very fa& of the Confpiracy againft Mo- The aa- 
narchy having been carried on by the fame men jj°”ical- 
and in the fame fecret academy where the Anti- jy the 
chriftian Confpiracy had been debated and con- both con- 
duced with fuch unrelenting fury, will induce the f P iracies * 
reader to fuppofe that many of the artifices em- 
ployed againft the Altar wpre equally direCed 
againft the Throne. The moft fatal attack on 
Chriftianity, and on which the Sophifters had be- 
llowed their chief attention, was that which they 
made with the greateft fuecefs to imbue the minds 
of the people with the fpirit of infurreCion and 
revolt. Nothing proves this with more certainty 
than the care with which they combined their at- 
tacks againft the Throne with thofe againft the 
Altar, in that inundation of Antichriftian writings 
which we have feen flowing like a torrent through 
every clafs of focicty. This fecond inundation of 
Aatunonarchkal writings, by which the Sophifters 
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were in hopes of perverting that fentiment of con- 
fidence and refped, which the people had for their 
Sovereign, into hatred and contempt, was only a 
continuation of thofe means which they had em- 
ployed again ft their God. Thefe writings are 
iftiied from the lame manufactory, compofed by the 
fame adepts, recommended and reviewed by the 
lame chiefs, fpread with the fame profufion, hawked 
about from the town to the village by the fame 
agents of Holbach’s Club, fent free of coft to the 
country fchool-mafters, that all dalles of people 
from the higheft to the mod indigent might im- 
bibe the venom of their Sophiftry. As it is cer- 
tain that thefe writings were the grand means of 
the Sophifters in their confpiracy againft Chrift, lo 
it is equally certain, that thefe fame productions, 
monftrous digefts of the principles of impiety and 
of thofe of rebellion, are irrefragable proofs that 
thele lame Sophifters had combined the molt im- 
pious of plots againft their God with the molt 
odious machinations againft all Kings. 

Why One only difference is to be obferved, that the 
tacks on P r °dudions of the Secret Society were not fo 
the ftrongly tainted with the blaft of rebellion. The 
are mani- grand attack againft Monarchy was referved until 
felted fo the fed Ihould have reafon to exped that their 
principles of impiety had prepared the multitude 
for their declamations againft Royalty, as they had 
gradually fwoln in thofe againft the pretended fu- 
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perftitions of Chriftianity. Mod: of thofe violent 
declamations againft Sovereigns are pofterior not 
only to Monte fquieu’s. and Roufleau’s lyftems, 
but even to the year 1761, when we beheld Vol- 
taire reproaching the Sophifters with feeing every 
thing topfy-turVy, becaufe in fome of their writings 
they ttenchdd upon the Royal Prerogative. 

The Philofophers of the Encyclopedia had only In the 
alluded very faintly, in their firft edition of that editions 
incoherent compilation, to the principles of that of theEn- 
Liberty and Equality which have been fince fo da! 01 *** 
much extolled by the enemies of Royalty; though it 
was a caufe of reproach to D’Alembert, that even 
in his preliminary difcourle be fees but a barbarous 
right in the inequality cf Jlations ; and though the 
Royalift or even the Subjedt of every date, of 
every Government, might have objedted to the 
infertion in the Encyclopedia of that proportion 
which the Jacobins have fince fo often repeated, 

** that the fubjedtion in which every man is born 
“ with refpedt to his father or to his Prince, has 
** never been looked upon as a tic binding unlefs 
“ by his own confcnt*.” In Ihort, though the 
Encyclopedifts were the firft to enter the lifts in 
defence of Mohtefquieu, yet the fear of alarming 
the public authorities made them adt with great 

♦ See the Philofophical Memoirs of the Baron XX. 

Chap. 2, on the Art. Government of the Encyclopedia. 

Vol. II. M circurn- 
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circumfpe&ion during many years on this fubjeft. 
It was neceffary to wait for new editions. That of 
Iverdun was ftill too early ; and it was in the edi- 
tion of Geneva that thefe revolutionary princi- 
ples firft made their appearance. Left they fhould 
efcape the notice of the reader, Diderot had re- 
peated and condenfed the poifon, had decked 
them with all the array of Sophiftry in at leaft 
three different articles*. There neither Montcf- 
quieu, Jean Jaques, nor all the admirers of the 
legiflative and fove reign multitude, could have 
cavilled at a (ingle link in this brilliant concatena- 
tion of Sophifms. This perhaps might have given 
rife to thofe fears which Voltaire exprefies in his 
correfpondence with D’Alembert, left this edition 
Ihould not obtain the free circulation which he 
wifhed for in France. Thefe fears, however, 
were ill grounded, for it became the moft com- 
mon iri ufe ; but at that period, that is to fay, in 
1773, the Confpirators had begun the inundation 
of thofe Anrimonarchical Writings from the fecret 
academy, which the flighted examination will 
prove to have had no other tendency, as Le Roi 
has (ince declared, than to overthrow religion, 
morals, and . government, and particularly thofe go- 
vernments where the chief power is invefted in 
the Monarch. 

• See Edition of Geneva Article*, Droit ds Giw«,Em- 
cvaiiM*, EcLECTiquit. 

In 
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Tft order to (how their concert on this laft ob- Concertof 
jeft as we have on the other two, let us fupprefs, ]£ i Sophip 
if poffible, the indignation which mull naturally 
arifc on reciting the leflfons of the Sophifters. Let vernment 
t«s fay to all fubjeds of Monarchies, to all fubjedb exUlin 8* 
of Ariftocracies, and even of all Republicans not 
** yet jacobinized, « If youtremble at the fight of 
revolutions which menace your government, learn 
at lead to know the left which prepares thefe re» 
volutions by means of the principles which it art- 
fiilly infinuates.’ 

All religions and all governments are equally 
doomed to definition by the Sophifiers. They 
wilh to eftablifh every where a new order of things 
both in church and ftate. We fee them all, or 
nearly all, teaching us, that there fcarcely exifts a 
fingle ftate on the whole globe where the rights of 
the equal and fovereign people are not moft into** 
lerably infringed. If wc are to believe their 
writings and afiertions, almoft literally repeated 
by a fwarm of thefe Sophifters, “ ignorance, 

** fear, chance, folly, fiipcrftition, and the im- 
" prudent gratitude of nations, have every where 
“ directed the eftablilhment as well as the refor- 
** matron of governments/’ Thefe have been 
the foie origin of all focieties, and of all empires 
which have exifted until the prefent day. Sucli 
is the afiertion of the Social Syftem which the fc« 
crct academy publilhed as a Continuation of the 

M a Social 
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Social Cor traft of Jean Jaques ; fuch are the leffons 
taught in the EJfay on Prejudices, which they gave 
to -the public under the fuppofed name of Dumar- 
fais i fuch again is the doftrine of the Oriental Dif- 
potifm which they attributed to Boulanger ; fuch 
in fine are the principles of the Syftem of Nature, 
which Diderot, with the chofen of the cleft, after 
having given it exiftence, fo carefully feck to cir- 
culate *. 

Jean Jaques, teaching that man is torn free, and 
yet that be is every where in chains, alks bow this 
happens-, and anfwers, that be is ignorant J. His 
difciples of the fecret academy were become either 
more learned or more daring. 

The moft moderate of thefe Sophifters, or at 
leaft thofe who under the ftandard of the (Econo- 
nomill Du Quelhay wifhed to appear fo, did not 
give the people a more flattering account of the 
origin or of the prefent ftate of their governments. 
“ It mull be owned,” they tell us by the inlipid pen 
of Dupont, '* that the generality of nations (till 
<c remain viftims of an infinitude of crimes and 
«* calamities, which could not have happened if a 
“ well-condufted lludy on the law of nature, on 
tf moral jultice, and on real and true politics, had 

* See thefe works, particularly the Social Syftem, Chap. 2 
and 3, Vol. II. 

f Chap, 1, Book I, Social Contrad. 

tc cnlight- 
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tc enlightened the majority of intellects. Here 
“ prohibitions are extended even to thought ; 
“ their nations mi fled by the ferocious love of 
“ conqueft, lacrifice the ftocjc of which they ftand 
x< moft in need for the cultivation of their lands, 
“ to thefe plans of ufurpation. Men are torn 
“ from their half-inhabited deferts, and the fcat- 
“ tered riches which had been fparingly fown arc 
Xf feized for the purpofe of Ihedding the blood of 
** neighbouring ftates, and of multiplying elfe- 
“ where other deferts. Qn one fide .... on the 
** other .... Elfewhere .... Elfcwhere . . . .” 

This fable picture is terminated by twenty or 
thirty lines of dots, leaving to the imagination of 
the reader to fill them up, or to tell us, as the gen- 
tle author will, “ Such is Jlill the Ji ate of the world •, 
*« fuch has always been the ft ate of our Europe, and 
K nearly of the whole globe 

The reader will remark, that the men who 


broach fuch doCtrines on Governments, and wilh 
to inftil them into the people, take care to infert 
them in thofe works which are peculiarly devoted 
to the inftruftion of country farmers. He will 
alfo remark how exactly they follow the fteps of 
their mafter Jean Jaques. This latter, refufing to p ar ticu- 


cxcept England from the general fentence, that ]arl > r 

the Eng- 

* Ephemerides du Citoyen, Vol. Vll. Operations de L'Eu- li<h go- 
rope. vernment. 
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man was every where in chains, did not hefittte at 
laying* ** The people of England deceive them- 
** fclves when they fancy they are free : they are 
“ fo, in fed, only during the interval between a 
“ difloluuon of one Parliament and the cledion 
“ of another ; for, as foon as a new one is eled- 
“ ed, they are again in chains and Icje all their vir- 
u tiu as a people. And thus, by the ufe they make 
“ of their few moments of liberty, they deferve to 
« lofe it V* 

Refleding adepts would have queftioned Jean 
Jaques to know how his equal and fovereign peo- 
ple , could enjoy a greater degree of Liberty than 
the Englifh, and how it came to pafs that they 
were not as much enflaved every where elfe as 
they were in their afremblies, fince it was only in 
thefe afremblies that the people could exercife tbeik 
Jovereignty \ and in thefe afremblies even their fove- 
reignty was null, their ads were illegitimate and 
void unlefs they bad been convoked by the proper 
Magijlrate j fince on all other occafions the foie 
duty of this fovereign people was to obey t ? But 
our paflive adepts preferred viewing the Englifh 
Government in the light of one that was to be 
cried down with the reft. ,l Nations even th*t 
** flatter thejnfelves with being the beft governed, 

• Social Contrail, Chap. 15, Boole III. 

■f Chap. 12 and 1 3, Book lil. 

« fuch 
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n fuch as England, for example, have mo further 
“ pleafure but that of perpetually ftruggling again (t 
** the Sovereign Power, and of rendering their 
** natural imports inadequate to the public expen- 
u diture. — Of feeing both their prefent and future 
“ revenues, the fortunes and manfions of their 
“ pofterity, in Ihort of half their ifland, fold and 
«* alienated by their reprefentatives, &c. — Eng- 
“ land at this price, too dear by three fourths, 
“ forms a Republic, in which, luckily for her, a 
** couple of excellent laws are to be found } but as 
“ to her conftitution, notwithftanding all that 
** Montefquieu has faid to the contrary, it does 
“ not appear much to be envied V* 

Our refpett for that nation forbids us to conti- 
nue our citations from this declamatory work.— 
What we have already quoted will fuffice to (how 
how much the Sophifters wifhed by means of 
thefe fcurrilous harangues to perluade all na- 
tions, that, fince the fovtreignty of the people 
was fo ftrangely violated even in England, and if 
it was neceffary for her to overthrow her confti- 
tution to re-eftabliih the people in their rights, 
how much greater muft be the neceffity of a Re- 
volution for all other nations being their foie hope 
of breaking their chains. 

• Dupont on the Republic of Genera, Chap. IV. 

M 4 This 
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Hatred of 
theSophi- 
ftcrs 

againlt all 
Kings. 


Helvetia! 
and many 
others. 


This was only an indireft attack of the Sophl- 
fters again ft Kings, under whofe Government mod’ 
nations live. Nor mult the reader expeft to fee 
Philofophifm circumfcribing its effefts to render 
every throne odious, within the narrow fphere of 
commenting on the fedicious parts of Montefquieu, 
Jean Jaques, or Voltaire. 

Montefquieu had reprefented prejudice as the 
prime mover of Monarchies. He had declared 
that it was very difficult for a people to be virtuous 
under that form of Government. Helvetius, fal- 
ling forth from his fecret academy, and carrying 
thefe principles to greater lengths, exclaims, 
« The true Monarchy is no more than a Confti- 
« tution invented to corrupt the morals of nations 
«« and to enjlave them ; witnefs the Romans when 
<« they gave a King or a Defpot to the Spartans 
“ and Britons 

Jean Jaques had taught nations, that if the au- 
thority of Kings came from God, it was by the 
fame channel through which fuknefs and other 


public fcourges came j\ — Raynal follows him to 
inform us, that “ theje Kings are wild beafts who 
«< devour nations A third Sophifter prefcnts 
himfclf who tells us, all “ your 'Kings are the 


• Of jnan, note to Se&. 9, Vol. II. 
f Emile, Vol. IV. and Social Contrad, 

X Philosophical and Political Hifiory, &c. Book XIX. Vol, 


IV, 
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“ fir ft executioners of their fubjeSs j and force and 
“ ftupidity were the founders of their thrones 
Another tells us, “ Kings are like Saturn in the 

Heathen Mythology, who devours his own 
“ children others again fay, “ the Monarchical 
** form of Government, placing fuch great force 
“ in the hands of one man, muft by its very na- 
** ture tempt him to abufe his powefi and by 
u that means, placing himfelf above the laws, he 
“ will exercife Tyranny and De/potifm , which are 
“ the two greateft calamities that can befall a Jlate\." 
The moft moderate of their declamations on Roy- 
alty fuppofes too great a diftance between the Sove- 
reign and the Subject for it ever to be looked upon 
as a wife Government J ; and that if a King be 
abfolutely neceflary, we never Ihould forget, that 
he only ought to be the firft Commijfioner of the na- 
tion §. 

But this neceflity grieved the Sophiftcrs to fuch 
a degree, that, to make their countrymen triumph 
over it, they incelfantly repeat that France is under 
the yoke of Defpotifm, wbofe peculiar property is to 
debafe the mind and degrade the foul ; that their, 
country even, governed by Kings, can find no re- 
medy for its misfortunes but in falling a prey to a 

* Syftem of Reafon. 

f See Effay on Prejudice, the Oriental Defpotifm, and So- 
cial Syftem, Chap. 2 and 3. J Ibid. 

$ Helvetius on Man, 

foreign 
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foreign enemy j that as long as they are fwayed by 
the fcepter of Kings, “ they are invincibly and by 
(C the very form of government brought down to brutal 
** degradation. That it is in vain to diffufe light 
** on the French , as it will only (how them the 
" misfortunes of Defpotifm without enabling them 
“ to withdraw from its oppreflion.” 

What they fay to their countrymen they pro- 
claim to all the nations of the earth. They have 
confecrated whole volumes to perfuade them that 
it is a pufillanimous fear alone that bos treated and 
Raynal. jim maintains Kings on tbeir thrones *. They pro- 
claim to the Engliih, the Spaniards, the Pruffiansi 
the Auftrians, indifcriminately with the French, 
that the people are as much Jlaves in Europe as they 
are in America j that the only advantage they enjoy 
ever the Negroes is, that they may leave one chain to 
take another. They proclaim that the inequality of 
power in any ftate whatever, and particularly the 
reunion of the fupremc power in their chiefs, is 
the height of folly ; that that (pirit of Liberty and 
of Independence which cannot bear with a fuperior, 
much lets with Kings and Sovereigns, is the tnfiinS 
if nature enlightened by reafon . They brandilh that 
. parallel f 'word which was to glide along the heads of » 

* See the Oriental Defpotifm in particular. 


Kings, 
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Kings, and mow off thofe which roft abtve the hori- 
zontal plane*. 

If nations, wife in experience, and defpifing the 
declamations of a fedirious Philofophifm, fought 
an afylum under the protection of a King, or if 
to crufh anarchy they had extended the authority 
of the Monarch, it was then that one might be- 
hold the adepts exclaiming in their ragej " at 
“ this humiliating fight (of a nation of the North, 
M of Sweden, re-eftablilhing the rights of its Mo- 
“ narch), who is there that does not alk himfelfi 
“ what then is man ? What is that profound and 
“ original fenfe of dignity with which he is fup- 
** poled to be endowed ? Is he then born for inde- 
" pendenee or for flavery ? What then . is that 
“ filly flock, called a nation. Mean populace! 
“ filly flock ! What, content to groan when you 
“ ought to roar ? cowardly, ftupid populaoe ! 
“ fince this perpetual opprelfion gives you no 
“ energy^-fince you are millions, and, neyerthe- 
(t lefs, fuffer a dozen of children (called Kipgs) 
** armed with little fticks (called Scepters) to lead 
“ you as they pleafe ; obey, but liibmit without 
(t importuning us with your complaints, and learn 
“ to be unhappy, if you don’t know how to be 
« free f.’* 

* See Philofophical and Political Hiftory, by Raynal, &c. 
VoJ. III. and IV. pajjim . f Ibid. 

Had 
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Had every nation murdered its Sovereign at the 
time when Philofophifm broached fuch do&rine, 
what would they have done more than pra&ife the 
lefTons of the Sophiders ? When toe fee that it was 
the very leaders of the feCfc who held fuch lan- 
guage, an Helvetius or a Boulanger, a Diderot 
or a Raynal ; when we know that it was thofe 
very productions in which fuch fentiments were 
advanced that endeared them to the fed t, what 
can we fuppofe was the meaning of this concert, 
of this union of the mod' celebrated adepts ? What 
could be their plans ? Where did they aim their 
blows, if not at the Throne as well as the 
Altar ? Was it not againft them that their rage 
was conftantly let loole ? What other Revolution 
did they meditate, if not that which buries the altar 
and the throne beneath the ruins of the date ? 

I know what is incumbent on Hiftory to add 
with refpeCl to fome of thefe Sophifters, to Ray- 
nal for example. I know that when this adept 
beheld the Revolution, he lhuddered at the fight 
of its excelfes, that he even died tears 5 and that 
when he appeared at the bar of the new Legifla- 
tors, he dared reproach them with having o’er- 
ftepped the limits which Philolbphy had pre- 
feribed. But this apparition of Raynal at the 
bar, or rather this comic feene which had been 
vainly prepared by the humbled and jealous Re- 
volutionifts, in oppofition to the Revolutionifts 
triumphant in their fucceffes, only furnilhes us 

with 
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with a new proof of the plots of the Sophiflers.— 
For it was in their name that Raynal dares addrefs 
the new Legiflators, faying, That is not what we 
wifhed for j you have broken through the Revo- 
tionary line which we had traced V What can 

fuch 

• Let the reader confult the difcourfe he pronounced at the 
bar of the National Affembly, and he will find that the whole 
cjrift of his fpeech turns on thofe two lines. I know that thi$ 
Sophider at his retreat near Paris wept bitterly on the ex- 
celfes of the Revolution, that he threw the fault principally 
on the French Calvinills, and cried out, “ It is thofe wretches, 
€€ I fee it clearly, it is thofe men for whom I have done fo 
€€ much, that plunge us into all thefe horrid fcenes.” Thefe 
words were related to me by an Attorney- General of the Par- 
liament of Grenoble on the very day he had heard them, and 
a few days before the famous 10th of Auguft 1792. But what 
do fuch tears prdve ? Without doubt Raynal and his brother- 
hood did not wilh for all thofe butcheries, the infamy of 
which he wifhes to throw upon the Calvinills. But Rabatid 
de St. Etienne, Barnave, and the other Calvinills, whether 
deputies, a&ors, or leaders, were not the only men formed by 
his Philofophy. The mailers wilhed for a Revolution after 
their falhion, but the difciples confummate it according to 
their own ideas. And by what right can thofe men who have 
formed the rebel, complain of the excefies, crimes, and atro- 
cious deeds of his rebellion ! Obferve — We are told alfo, that 
in the end Raynal returned to his religion. He would be an- 
other great example to be added to La Harpe. If this be 
• really the fad, if even thofe who have fo greatly contributed 
to the Revolution by their impiety acknowledge that to re- 
turn to that God they begun by deferting, is the only means 
of expiating their crime, how culpable is it in thofe who, 

after 
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iuch language mean, and are we not authorized to 
anfwet the man who holds it, * Thefe rebels do not 
follow the line which you and your fages had tra- 
ced for the Revolution ! There was then a Revo- 
lution which you and your fages had meditated and 
planned. Are the plans of Revolutions again# 
Kings carried on without the plots of rebellion'? 
Could thofe Revolutions which you planned differ 
from thofe which your leffons on Liberty and 
Equality prognofticated 1 or, when you brand 
every nation which fuffers itfelf to be governed by 
its lawful King, or which contents itjclf with groan- 
ing when it ought to roar again# its Sovereign, 
with the appellation of a filly fiock of cowards ?— 
And when thefe nations begin to roar why fliould 
you complain ? So far from having tranfgrefled 
the bounds you had. prefcribed, our Lcgiflative Ja- 
cobins have not yet attained the goal you had 
pointed out. The parallel / word has not yet glided 
over the heads of Kings} wait then till there lhall 
not exift a (ingle King upqn earth j and even then, 
fo far from having overfliot your doftrines, Jaco- 
binifm will only have followed them to the very 
letter.* 

after having fallen a facrifice to that Revolution, expofe even 
in exile their impiety' to public view ! How unfortunate is it 
for them to be at once the viftim of the jacobin and the lean* 
dal of the Chriftian 1 

To 
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To fuch an anfwer, which Raynal fo richly de- 
fcrvcd, the National Affembly might have added, 
* Before you complain, begin by thanking us for 
the juftice we have rendered you. One of our 
members *, friendly to Philofophers like you, has 
reprefented to us the injuftice of Kings whom you 
had let at defiance, he has fhown us in your per- 
lbn the facred liberty of Philofophy opprefled by 
Deljxmfm. At the very name of Philofopher, 
we difeovered our matter, the worthy rival of 
Voltaire, D’Alembert, Jean Jaques, and of fo 
many others, whofe writings and concert haftened 
our fuccefles. We have liftened to the prayer of 
your friends, we have reftored you to Liberty un- 
der the eye of that very King, whom you taught 
us to revile, go and peacefully enjoy the advan- 
tages of friendfhip, and of the decrees of the na- 
tional aflembly, while it will continue to run the 
courfe which you have marked out.’ 

Thus even the vain proteftadons of humiliated 
Philofophilm, reduced to blufh at the excelTes na- 
turally attendant on its do&rines, every thing in 
fhort concurs to demonftrate the exiftence of their 
Conlpiracies. 

But partial attacks of the adepts are not fuffi- 
cient ; the reader mutt behold them encouraging 
each other, prefiing the execution of their plots, 

• The honour of Raynal’i recall was attributed to Mr. 
Malouet. 

and 
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and the infurre&ion of the people againft their So- 
vereigns. Let him hear the fame Raynal con- 
voking the adepts, and calling out to them, 
“ Sages of the earth, Philofopbers of ail Rations, 
** make thofe mercenary flaves blulh who are al- 
“ ways ready to exterminate their fellow-citizens 
“ at the command of their mailers. Make na- 
“ tore and humanity rile in their fouls againft 
'* fuch a perverfion of the focial laws. Learn that 
“ liberty is the gift of God, but authority the invest * 
“ tion of man. Bare to the light thofe myfleries 
“ which encompafs the univerfe with chains and 
“ darknefs-, and may the people, learning hotr 
“ much their credulity has been impofed upon, 

• “ avenge the glory of the human fpecies 

The art and lolicitude with which the Sophillers 
feck to preclude Kings from the fuccour they 
might one day have drawn from the fidelity of 
their troops, is worthy of attention. We fee in 
thefe difcourfes by what means the French army 
firft imbibed thofe principles which have been lb 
often and fo fuccefsfiilly employed by the revo- 
lutionifls to reflrain and damp their courage and 
their activity . We lee how they fucceeded in 
reprefenting as rebels fo many of their brethren, 
againft whom humanity, nature, and the focial 
laws, forba'd them to turn their arms, though it 

• Ibid. Vol. I. 

were 
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Were to defend the life and authority of their law- 
ful Sovereign. We fee thefe Sophifters bearing 
down all oppofition, and preparing a free courfe 
for all die fury of that horde of rebels or of pre>- 
tended patriots, that they might brandifh, without 
fear, the hatchet and the pike. The reader may 
obferve them difpofing the armies meanly to be- 
tray their Sovereigns under the pretence of frater- 
nizing with rebels and afTaflins. 

To thefe villanoUs precautions, which deftroyed 
in the rebels the fear of the Royal forces, let us 
add the pains they took to rob Kings of what fup- 
port religion and Heaven itfelf might have given 
them, that affectation of extinguilhing all remorfe 
in rebellion, and of poihting out the God who 
protects Kings as an objeCt of deteftation. How 
could it be polfible for us to miftake the double 
tendency of doctrines at once * dictated by the 
phrcnzy of rebellion and of impiety l 

“ It is only in a numerous, fixed, and civilized Diderot’* 
** ftate of fociety, that, wants daily multiplying, 

“ and intercfts differing, Governments have been 
“ obliged to have recourfe to laws, public forms 
“ of worlhip, arid uniform fyftems of religion. 

“ It is then that the governors of the people in- 
** voke that fear of invifble powers, to refrain 
** them, to render them docile, and to oblige them to 
« live in peace. It is thus that morality and policy 
“ form a part of the religious fyftem. Chiefs of 
Vol. II. N ** nations , 
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** nations, often fuperftitious themfelves, little ac- 
** quainted with their own interefts, or retied in 
« found morality, and blind to the real agents* 
« belie re they fecure their own authority a& well 
« as die happinefs and peace of fodety at large, 
■** by imtncrging their fubjcdls in fuperibdon, bj 
w threatening them with their invifibfe phantoms 
•* (of their divinity) and by treating them li toe 
« children, who ate quieted by means of fables 
** and chimeras. Under the ihadow of filch fur- 
+* prizing inventions, and of which the- chiefs 
■«* themfelves are often dupes* tranfmttting them 
“ from generation to generation. Sovereigns be- 
« lieve themfelves excufed from feeking aayftr- 
« dier inftru&ion. They neglect the laws, they 
'** enervate themfelves in luxury, and are flares to 
“ thdr caprices. They confide in die gods for 
“ the government of their people. They deliver 
** over the inftru&ion of their fubjeds to priefb 
“ who are to render them very devout and fob- 
“ miffive, and teach them from their eariieft 
- “ youth to tremble both before the vifibk and in- 
■** vifiblegods. 

“ It is thus that nations are kept in a perpetual 
*< awe by their governors, and awe only retrained 
** by vain chimeras. When the happinefs of man 
< r (hall become the objeft of real inveftigadon, H 
** will be with the gods of heaven that the reform 

mult begin. No good fyftem of government 

** k 
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cc be founded at a dtfpoiic god ; be will always stake 
i* tyrants of bis tepreftntattves 

1$ it polTibk to combine their attacks in a more 
yijjanpus manner againft the God of heaven and 
the powers of the earth ? Tyrants or Kings have 
invented a god, and this god and his priefts fup- 
•port alone the authority of thefe Kings and Ty* 
rants. This perfidious aflertion is perpetually re- 
peated throughout the famous Syftem of. Nature* 
and this is the work which the fecret academy dif- 
ieminates with the greateft profufioo. But neither 
Diderot nor his aftbeiates will helitate at going to 
•much greater lengths* notwit hftanding the height 
to which they had carried their hatred in this fa- 
mous fyftem. If We are to believe them* all the 
vices and crimes of Tyrants, the oppreflion and 
misfortunes Of the People, all originate in the at* 
•tributes of the juftiee of the God of the Golpel. 
•That God of Vengeance, fo terrible to the wicked j 
that God* the remUn&ator, the confolation, and 
the hope of the juft man, is in the eye? of the So- 
rphifter ttt more than a chimerical and capricious be - _ 
4ng, folely ujeful to Kings and Priefts'. It is becaufe 
■Priefts are perpetually ftunning both Kings and 
.People with this God of vengeance and remuneration 
that Priefts are wicked, Kings defpotic and ty- 
rannic, in lhort the people opprefted. It is on 
that account, wc fee that Princes even the moft ab- 
jeEUy fuferftitious are no more than robbers j too proud 
" ' N a ' - to 
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to he humane, too great to he juft ; and who arc in- 
venting for their own ufe a particular code of per- 
fidy, violence, and treachery. It is on this ac- 
count, that nations, degraded by fuperfhtion, will 
fuller children , or Kings made giddy with flattery, to 
govern them with an iron rod. With this God of 
vengeance and remuneration, theft children, or 
foolifh kings transformed into gods , are mafters of 
the law. It lies in their hreaft to decide what is juft 
or unjuft. With this God their licentioujhefs has no 
bounds , becaufe they are certain of impunity — Ac- 
cuftomed to no other fear but that of God, tiny aft as 
if they bad nothing to fear. This God of vengeance 
and remuneration is the caufe why biftory /warns 
with wicked and vicious potentates *. 

In tranferibing theie Ihort extracts, we have 
abridged prolix chapters tending to infule that 
hatred for God and kings into the minds of the 
people, which animated the leading adepts. No- 
body could better exprels to what degree he was 
inflamed by it than Diderot himfelf. We have 
fcen Voltaire, in a moment of phrenfy, wiihing to 
fee the laft Jefuit ftrangled with the entrails of the 
laft Janfcnift. The fame frantic rage had in- 
fpired Diderot with the fame idea on Priefis and 
Kings ; and it was well known in Paris, that in 
his fits of rage he would exclaim, Ah 1 when then 

• Ibid. Vd. U. Chap. 8. 

/ball 
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full I fie the laft King fir angled with the bowels of 
tbe laft Prieft *! 

. The reader may be furprized at hearing that 
the Syftem of Nature was not the mod virulent 
production which the Club of Holbach had pub- 
lilhed to incite the people to rebellion and to per- 
fuade them to confider their Kings and Princes in 
no other light than as monfters to be crufhed* 

The adept or adepts who had compofed the So- 
cial Syftem availed themfelves of the imprellion 
Diderot’s work had made. They are more re- 
ferved on Atheifm, only to be more virulent 
againft Kings. The object of this vyork is to per- 
fuade the people that they are the victims of % 
long ftate of warfare, which ended by throwing 
them under the yoke of Kings. But they were 
not to abandon all hope of breaking their chains* 
and even of loading their Kings with them, though 
they had been hitherto unfucceisful. There the 
imagination is worked upon, and the meancft fub- *°. r y doc- 
je<ft is taught to fay to his Sovereign, “ We have ^bcr ° f 
“ proved the weakeft, we have fubmitted to adepts. 

«* force i but Jbould we ever become tbe ftrougefti we 

• It is with regret that I recoiled haying been credibly in* 
formed, that in the north of Ireland the difaffe&ed part of th? 
inhabitants frequently gave as a toaft, May the guts of the laft 
Bijbop ferue as a rope to ftrangle tbe laft King . If this 'be true, 
the reader will not be at a lofs to know whence they imbibed 
their principles. T. 

N 3 , « would 
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« would w rejb that ufurped power front you wheii* 
«« ever you exercifed it for our unhap pinefs. ft 
*< ^ only by your attention to our profperity that 
« you can make us forget the infamous titles by 
** which you reign over us. If we are ■*& ft ron & 
** enough to Jhake off the yoke we will only bear it 
<t with horror. You (hall find an enemy in' each 
tt of your flaves, and every inftant you lhall trem* 
« ble on the thrones which you have unlawfully 
** ufurped*.” 

Such menaces will certainly be looked upon as 
the laft ftage of their confpiring fury. Never- 
thekfs they found a higher tone ; and, to teach 
nations to fhudder at the very name of Monarchy, 
they roar like monfters. 

Many years before the French Revolution their 
productions had teemed with every thing that a 
petion, a Condorcet, or a Marat could have in- 
vented in thCir frantic rage againft Sovereigns to 
excite the populace to bring the head of the un- 
fortune Lewis XVI. to the fcaffold j flnce many 
years after having told us, that truth and not po- 
Utene/s Jbould be the chief objeSt of man , to pra&ift 
this doCtrine they addrefs Kings, faying, ** Ye 
** tigers, deified by other tigers , you expeU to pafs it 
" immortality ? Yes, anfwer they, but as objeSs 4 
“ execration f.” 

• Social Syftem, Chap. 1. Vol. II. f Ibid. note. 

With 
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With the fame excels of phrenfy, commenting 
on the axiom. 

Some lucky foldier was the firft of Kings, 

full of his Voltaire, like the Pythonefe infpired 
by the devil, from the fummit of his fiery tripod 
the fame adept, addreffing himfelf to all nations, 
tells them, “ Thoufands of executioners crowned 
“ with laurel and wreaths of flowers, returning 
“ from their expeditions, carry about in triumph 
“ an idol which they call King, Emperor, So-* 
** vereign. They crown this idol and proftrate 
“ themfelves before it, and then, at the found of 
“ inftruments, and of repeated, lenfelels apd bar-t 
“ barous acclamations, they declare it in future 
“ to be the Sovereign Director of all the bloody 
“ feenes which are to take place in the realm, 
“ and to be the firft executioner of the nation 

Then, fwelling his cheft, foaming at the mouth, 
and with haggard eyes he makes the air refound 
with the following frightful utterance ; 

“To the pretended mafters of the earth , fcourges 
« of mankind, illuftrious tyrants of your equals, 
“ Kings , Princes , Monarcbs , Chiefs, Sovereigns , all 
« you, in fine, who, railing yourfelves on the 
“ throne, and above your equals, have loft all ideas 
“ of equality, equity, fociability and truth; in whom 
“ fociability and goodnefs, the, beginnings of the 
“ moft common virtues, have not .even Ihown 
N 4 <* themfelves. 
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• " themfclvcs, I dee you all at the tribunal of 
u reafon. If this mi ferable globe, Olently moving 
“ through the etherial fpace, drags away with it 
“ millions of unhappy beings fixed to its fur face, 
** and fettered with the bonds of opinion ; if this 
" globe, I fay, has been a prey to you, and if 
“ you ftill continue to devour this fad inheritance, 
“ it is not to the wifdom of your prcdeceffors, nor 
“ to the virtues of the firft inhabitants, that you 
** are indebted for it ; but to Jlupidity, to fear, to 
“ barbarity , to perfidy, to Juperftition. Such are your 
“ titles. I am not the perfon who pronounces 
“ againft you ; it is the oracle of ages, it is the 
“ annals of hiftory which depole againft you. 
“ Open them, they will affuredly furniih you with 
** better information, and the numerous monu- 
" ments of our miferies and of our errors will be 
“ proofs which neither political pride nor fana-> 
** ticifm can controvert. 

“ Defcend from your thrones, and, laying aflde 
«« both feeptre and crown, go and queftion the 
* r loweft of your fubjefts $ afk him what be really 
“ loves, and what be hates the moft: he will un- 
doubtedly anfwer, that he really loves but bis 
“ equals, and that be bates bis mafters *.’*■ 

It is thus that, afiuming every tone from that of 
the epigram, pamphlet, romance, fyftem, or tragi? 

* Social Syflem, page 7 and 8. 

fentcnce. 
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fentence, to the declamations of enthuliafm, or the 
roaring of rage, Voltaire’s and Montefquieu’s Confe- 
fchool, fo well defcribed by Condorcct, had fuc- of thefe 
ceeded in inundating all France and all Eiifope 
with works naturally tending to efface from the concert, 
earth the very memory of a King. 

To place in their true light the intention and the 
concert of the Sophifters, the Hiftorian muft never 
lofe light of the den from whence thefe produc- 
tions were iffued, and of the art with which and 
the men by whom they were Ipread from the 
palace to the cottage : By the Secret Society of the 
Hotel D’Holbach, in Paris ; by the numerous 
editions in the provincial towns ; by the hawkers 
in the country ; by D’Alembert’s office of inftnjc- 
tion, and tutors, in wealthy families j and by the 
country fchool-mafters in the villages, and among 
the workmen and day-labourers *. In their va- 
rious attacks, let him remark the uniformity of 
their principles, of their fentiments, and of their 
hatred ; and let him particularly remember, that 
the fame authors who declaim moft virulently 
againft Kings, had already diftinguilhed themfelves 
by their hatred againft religion. Should he heli- 
tate at declaring the Sophifters of impiety to be 
alfo the Sophifters of rebellion ; Ihould the very 
evidence of the confpiracy lead him to doubt of its 

♦ See Vol. I. Chap. XVI. 

reality ; 
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reality ; in that calc let us not refufe to folve eve* 
the doubts of the hiftorian, and may the very ob- 
jections be turned into frefh demonft rations ! 

1 feel that it maybe obje&ed to me, that my proofi 
differ in their nature from thole which 1 had chiefly 
drawn from the very correfpondence of the Confpi- 
rators. In anfwer, it may be remarked, that if any 
caufe of furprize exifted, it would not be, that thetet- 
ters of the.Confpirators made public fhould contain 
nothing refpe&ing the conlpiracy againft Kings; 
but it would be, on the contrary, that they had 
furnifhed us with fo much evidence. We may be 
furprized at the afiurance of the editors of thofe 
letters, who (how us Voltaire conjuring D’Alem- 
bert not to betray his fecret on Kings, who (how 
Us Voltaire panting after Republics; Voltaire be- 
wailing the departure of thole adepts who were 
expounding the new catechifm of Republican Li- 
berty in Paris itfelf ; Voltaire praifed by D’Alem- 
bert for the art he difplays in combating Kings or 
pretended Defpots, and in preparing Revolutionsand 
their boifterous feenes ; Voltaire, in fine, regret- 
ting that they were ftill too diftant for him to flatter 
himfelf with living*to fee them. It is this lame cor- 
refpondence which points out D’Alembert furious 
at his bands bting tied , and at not being able to 
deal the fame blows on the pretended Deipots as 
Voltaire did, but feconding him at leaft with his 
wilhes in this rebellious warfare. When all theft 

letters 
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letters were made public by Condorcet and the 
other editors in 1785, Lewis XVI. was ftill on the 
throne, and the Revolution at fome diftance. 

They had realbn to fear the difcovery of their • 
plots; and it fa eafy to fee, that many of the let- 
ters had been fupprefled. Moft certainly Con- 
dorcet, and the other adepts, muft have had even 
then a ftrange confidence in their fuccefs, not to 
have fupprefled many more. Befidcs, had thefe 
letters been entirely filent as to the Confpiracy 
Rgainft Kings, could even that filence invalidate 
the avowals of Condorcet, and of lo many other 
adepts ? The fame artifices, the fame calumnies, 
the fame wilhes againft the Throne being com- 
bined with thole againft the Altar, in the produc- 
tions of the left, could that filence weaken the 
evidence of the common plot for the deftruftion of 
•both ? 

But if thefe plots were fo vifible, it will be 
faid, are not the Magiftrates to be blamed for 
their negligence and filence ? How was it poflible Con< pi- 
that thefe Confpirators could have efcaped the fc- nounce4 
verity of the laws ? Here it would be fufficient to die 
recall the favorite maxim of the Confpirators# ftmes. 
Strike, but hide your band ! It would foflice, were 
■we merely to repeat Condorcet’s words when, after 
having expofed in the cleared: terms, the double 
confpiracy, the labors, and the concert of the 
Phjlofophers againft the Altar and the Throne, he 
* - ' , adds, 
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adds, that u the Chiefs of the Philofophers always 
<c had the art of efcaping vengeance, though they ex - 
** pofed tbemfelves to hatred ; and of efcaping perfe - 
“ cution, though fufficiently confpicuous to fuffer no 
,c diminution of their glory But this liience of 
the Magiftracy is a falfe imputation. The Con - 
ipirators may-have concealed themfelves from the 
tribunals* but the Confpiracy was not on that ac- 
count lefs evident to the fight of the Magiftracy ; 
and juridical denunciations will give new force to 
our demonftrations. If fuch proofs are neceffary 
for the Hiftorian, let us tranferibe the words of 
a' mod celebrated magiftrate j let us hearken 
to Mr. Seguier, Attorney-General of the Par- 
liament of Paris* denouncing on the 18th of 
Auguft 1770 this very Confpiracy of the Philo- 
fophers. 

“ Since the extirpation of herefies which have 
“ difturbed the peace of the church,” laid the 
eloquent Magiftrate, “ we have feen a fyftcm 
** rifing out of darknefs, far more dangerous in . 
“ its confequences than thofe ancient errors, al- 
« ways crufhed as fall as they appeared. An im - 

pious and daring fell has raifed its head in the 
“ midft of us, and it has decorated its falfe wifdom 
“ with the name of Philofopby. Under this autho- 
“ ritative title its difciples pretend to all know- 

• Above* Page 135, 

“ ledge. 
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« ledge. Its fedtaries have taken upon themfclves 
** to be the inftrudtors of mankind. Liberty in 
“ thinking is their cry, and this cry has refound- 
« f ed from the northern to the fouthern pole. 
ce With me band they have fought to Jhake the Tbrone t 
* f and with the other to overturn the Altar. Their 
« object is to abolifh all belief and to inftil new 
“ ideas into the mind of man on civil and religious 
“ inftitutions ; and this revolution may be faid to 
* f have taken place; the profclytes of the fedt have 
“ multiplied, and their maxims are fpread far and 
“ wide. Kingdoms have felt their ancient bafts 
(t totter ; and nations, furprized to find their prin- 
** ciples annihilated, have afked each other, by 
“ what ftrange fatality they became fo different 
** from themfelvcs. 

“ Thofe who by their talents fhould have en- 
«* lightened their cotemporaries, have become the 
c< leaders of thefe unbelievers ; they have hoifted 
“ the banner of revolt, and have thought to add 
“ to their celebrity by this fpirit of independence ; 
** numberlefs obfeure fcribblers, unable to attain 
“ to celebrity by their abilities, have had the fame 
“ prefumption. In fine, religion can number 
* c nearly as many declared enemies,, as literature 
** can boaft of pretended Philofophers. And Go- 
« vernment Jhould tremble at tolerating in its bofom 
** fuch an mflammatory fedt of unbelievers, whofc 

“ foie 
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* c lole objcCl appears to be to fiir up the people to 
“ rebellion , under pretence tf enlightening them 

This formal denunciation of the double Cdnfpi- 
racy of the Sophifters was grounded on the pecu- 
liar attention which they paid to the propagation 
of their impioUs and regicide principles in their 
daily productions, and more particularly in thole 
which this great lawyer prefentcd to the Court as 
moll delervingof animadverfion. 

Foremoft among thofe productions flood a work 
of Voltaire’s, the honorary prefident of Hoi bach’s 
club. It was one of the moll impious of all, and 
bore the title of ** God and Men.” The feCond, 
Chriftianity Unveiled, had been written by Dami- 
laville, a zealous adept of that club. The third, 
the pretended Critical Examination , was publilhed 
by this fame club under the name of Freret, as 
the repenting Secretary Le Roi declared. The 
fourth was the famous Syjlem of Nature written by 
Diderot, and two others of this feCret academy.—* 
So true it is, that molt of that peftilential blight 
both of Impiety and Rebellion which has over- 
fpread the greatell part of Europe, proceeded 
from that den of Confpirators . 

* Suit of the 1 8th Angult 1770. 

f There were alfo fome few books tranllated from tie 
Engliih : But fuch only as arc call afide with abhorrence in 
England for their impiety ; that however was the greattft of 
all recommendations with Voltaire and the club. 

« From 
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- “ From thefe different productions,” continued 
the Magiffrate, “ a fyftem of the molt flagitious 
** do&rine may be collected, which invincibly 
“ proves, that their propofcd objedt is not to de- 
** ftroy the Chriftian Religion only-— Impiety has 
“ .not limited its plans of innovation folcly to its 
** dominion over the minds of men. Its reftleft 
“ and enterprizing genius, adierfe to all dependence, 
** afptres it the overthrow of every political inftitu - 
“ lion, and its wijhes will only then be fulfilled when 
• * c it / ball have thrown the Legiflative and Executive 
“ Powers into the hands of the People, when it Jhall 
** have defrayed the necejfary inequality of ranks and 
“ fiations, when it Jhall have resiled the Majefty of 
** Kings , and have rendered their authority preca- 
“ rious and dependent on the caprice of a blind multi - 
** tude j when, in fine, by tbefe ajlonijhing changes, it 
t€ Jhall have immerfed the whole world in the horrors 
H of Anarchy with all its concomitant evils." 

To thefe denunciations of the public Magi- 
ftrate may be added thofe of the general afiembliea 
of the Clergy, thofe of a great many Bilhops in 
their paftoral letters, thofe, in fhort, of the Sor- 
bonne and of every religious orator or author, who 
never ceafed refuting the Sophifters of the day, 
whether in their thefes, their writings, or from 
. the pulpit. It would be vain to fay, that thefe de- 
nunciations were only made by people feeking to 
ftrengthen their own cauie by confounding it with 

that 
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that of Kings. But are we not to • hearken to ad 
advcrfary even, when he (peaks for us as well as 
for himfelf, and when he produces proofs. It 
would be imprudence in the extreme not to 
hearken, and even fecond him, when he comes 
and fays, * You are leagued with my greateft ene- 
mies, but they arc equally yours ; I forewarn you 
of their hoftile intentions j and if they have con- 
fpired againft me, it is only to afcertain the fud- 
cefs of the plots they have formed againft you *. 
It would have been ealy to difcriminate, whether 
the Clergy denouncing thefe confpiracies were 
actuated by felf-intereft or the love of truth ; a 
(light examination of the proofs adduced in tefti- 
mony of their denunciations would have fufficed. 
Thefe proofs were all drawn from the productions 
of the feCt, from productions replete with farcaftic 
declamation and calumny againft Sovereigns, with 
invitations to the people to rebellion, (owing in 
the fame page the feeds of Anarchy with thole of 
Impiety. And thefe were evidently the two-fold 
productions of the fame men, of the fame acade- 
my of authors, of the fame confpirators. Were not 
the Clergy then authorized to point out thefe lame 
Sophifters as brandilhing the torch, on one fide to 

# See the a£b of the Aflemblies of the Clergy, 1 770. Tic 
paftoral letters of Mr. de Beaumont, archbUhop of Paris. The 
fermons of Pere Neuvillc, the works of the Abbe Bergier and 
of many others. 
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fpread the blase throughout the temple, on thf 
other to kindle the flames which were to reduce 
the royal crown and feeptre to alhes * ? Might 
they not be fald to have confpired more defpef 
rately againft the throne than againft the altar, and 
might not the latter confpiracy have been merely 
a preparatory ftep to the completion of the for- 
mer ? So far then from excluding the deftrudioi? 
of the Throne from their wifhes, and confining 
them to the overthrow of Religion, fay that to 
overturn Government was their chief otyed : Ex- 
amine and compare their doctrines, behold their 
Concert, their conftancy, their afluranpc, and then 
candidly pronounce. 

But the evidence of the Clergy {hall, if it be 
required, be thrown afide as fufpicious, though it it 
now too late to attaint it with falfhoqd. Will the Teftlmo- 
teftimony of a man who certainly had every rea- ^ n g f ^- e 
fpn to fpare the fed be alfo thrown afide ? I have Pruflu. 
heard it afked, How it was poffible, fince the So- 
phifters were faid to have confpired againft the 
throne, that Frederic II. ^the Royal Sophifter, 
could have been deceived by and could have 
leagued during fo long a time with the l'worn ene- 

9 ■ * 

• The burning of the crown and feeptre, with the othef 
attributes of fovereignty, has been one of the favourite cere- 
monies of the Revolutionary Agents. In France the crown and 
iceptre, at Venice and Genoa the chair and golden book 
were burnt. T. 

- Vol. II. O mies 
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tnies of his throne, in fhort with the Sophifters of 
Rebellion ? But fuch an obje&ion will only ferve 
to throw new light on the Confpiracy. Let the 
Royal Sophifter be the accufer, let him cover his 
SophifHcal Matters with ridicule. The invete- 
racy of his hatred againft religion, his protedhon 
of the irreligious Encyclopeditts, all his conduft 
in Ihort, will corroborate his teftimony when he 
paints thefe Sophifters as empty isges conipiring 
. equally againft the altar and the throne. And 
the time came when Frederic II. perceived that 
his dear Philoiophers, by initiating him into their 
myfteries of Impiety, had let him into but half 
their iecret ; that by employing his power to 
crulh Chrift, they had planned the deftrudtion of 
his throne and the extirpation of Monarchy. Fre- 
deric was not the repenting adept, like the un- 
happy Le Roi, for his foul was too deeply im- 
mericd in impiety ; but ne was certainly alhamed 
of having been fo ftrangely duped. Indignation 
and revenge fucceed his admiration, and he blulhes 
at having been fo intimate with men who had 
made him their tool to undermine that power 
which he was moft jealous of preferving. 

He became the public acculer of thofe very 
Encyclopedifts who owed the greateft part of their 
luccefs to his protection. He warned Kings, that 
the grand objcCt of thole Sophifters was to deliver 
them over to the multitude, and to teach nations 
that 
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Hat fubjefts may exercife the right ef depofing their 
■Sovereign when they are difpieafed with him *. He 
'gives notice to the Kings of France, that their 
Confpiracy is more particularly aimed at them. 

The denunciation is dearly and formally ex* 
prefled in the following terms : ** The Encyclope - 
** difis reform all Governments . France (accord- 
•* ing to their plans) is to form a great Republic^ 
•** and a Mathematician is to be its Legifiator 
** Mathematicians will govern it, and work all- the 
** operations of the nev) Republic by fluxions.-** 
** This Republic is to live in perpetual peace, and 
** fupport itfelf without an army.” 

. This ironic and farcaftic ftyle was by no means 
inFrederic’s natural difpoGtion. The repute of the 
pretended, wildom of the Sophiflers had given 
weight to the adepts, and contributed to the fb- 
duftion of the people; and contempt was the mofl: 
powerful weapon that could be employed againft 
them. It is on this account that he reprefents 
, thefe pretended fages as puffed up with their own 

■ merits and their ridiculous pride. But whatever 
may be his ftyle, it is to guard Kings and Nations 
againft their plots that he writes. ** The Ency* 
“ dopedifts,” fays he,** are a fet of pretended Phi- 
** lofophers who have lately ftarted into exiftence. 
** They look upon themfelves as fuperior to 

* See Refutation of the Syftem of Nature by the King of 

■ Pruffia. 

O a ** every 
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** every fchool which antiquity has produced 
"To the effrontery of the Cyme they add the imp- 
“ dence of uttering every paradox their brain can 
«* invent. They are a fet of prefumptuous men, 
* f who never will own themfelves to be in the 
" wrong. According to their principles, the fege 
can never be tniftaken, he is the only en- 
■*' lightened perfon : It is from him that the li$tt 
■** emanates which is to diffipate the dreary dark- 
(C nefs into which the filly and blind multitude 
have been deluded. And God knows how they 
“ enlighten them. At one time it is by unfold* 
«* ing the origin of Prejudices , at another, it is by 
“ a book on the Mind, or a Syftem of Nature •, in 
'** fhort, there is no end to them. A fet tf 
u puppies, whether from fafhion or an air they 
“ aflume, call themfelves their difciples. They 
** affeft to copy them, and take upon themfelves 

• ** to be the Deputy Governors of Mankind !” 

While painting in fuch colours the pretenfions 
' and ridiculous pride of both Mailers and Scholars, 
^Frederic declares that the madbouje would be their 
moil proper habitation, where they might legate 
" over their crazy equals j or elfe, to Ihow the igno- 

• ranee of their fyltems, and what innumerable dif- 

• afters they would engender, he wilhes "that feme 
1 u province which deferved a fever e punijhmeht 

* c Ihould be delivered over to them. Then they 
“ would learn, fays he, by experience, after having 

** thrown 
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** thrown every thing topfy turvy, that they were 
“ a fct of ignorant fellows j they would learn that 
u to criticize is eafy, but that the art of criticifm. 
“ is difficult ; and above all, that no one is lo apt 
" to talk nonjenje as he that meddles with what he- 
“ does not underftand* 

Frederic, in fupport of regal authority, would 
fbmetimes lay alide his epigrammatic ftyle and 
think it incumbent on him to condefcend to the 
refutation of the grols calumnies which his Sophi- 
ftical Mailers had invented againft the throne. It 
is thus that-we fee him refuting the Syftem of 
Nature and the EJJay on Prejudice , which latter the 
fecret academy had publilhed under the name of 
Dumariais. There he principally devotes himfelf 
to expoiing the cunning of the Sophifters ; he 
ihows with what wicked art the Confpirators, ca- 
lumniating the Sovereigns and the Pontiff's, only 
feek to inftigate the hatred of all nations againft 
them. Among others we may diftinguilh the 
author of the Syftem of Nature, who in an efpe- 
cial manner has undertaken to difparage all Sove- 
reigns. “ I can venture to ajfert” he fays, “ that 
the Clergy have never fpoken to Princes all that 
nonjenje which the author pretends. If ever 
v they may have reprefented Kings as the images 
f( of the Deity, it was doubdefs oiily in an hyper- 

* Sec Refutation of the Syftem of Nature, by the King of 
Prufluu 

O 3 “ bolical 
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'* bolical lenfe, to guard them by the companion 
K againft any abufe of their authority, and to 
** warn them to be juft and beneficent, that they 
** may imitate the general attributes given to the 
“ Deity by all nations. The author has draamed, 
“ that treaties have been made between the Sove- 
** reign and the Ecclcfiaftic, in which Princes 
« had agreed to honour and fan&ion the power 
« of the Clergy provided the latter preached fub- 
“ million to the people. I will venture to affirm, 
** that this is a (hallow invention, and that nothing 
»* could be more ridiculous or void of foundation, 
“ than the luppofition of fuch a fa<ft */’ 

Though Frederic expreffes himfelf thus on the 
Ecclefiaftics, ftill the reader is not to fuppofe him 
more favourable to their caufe. On the contrary, 
his Antichriftian prejudices blind him to fuch a 
degree, that he does not fo much blame the So- 
phifters for attacking Religion, as for having done 
it unlkilfully ; he even points out the weapons 
with which he wilhes it had been afiailed. But 
the more inveterate his hatred againft Chriftianity, 
the more demonftrative are the proofs he alledges 
againft thole from whom he had imbibed it, and 
of their plots againft the throne. He pardons 
their attack upon the altar, he even fupparts their 
advances, but he defends the throne. At length 

• See Refutation of the Syftem of Nature, by the King of 
P/uffia. 

however 
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however he difcovered and was convinced, that 
from the Confpiracy againft the Altar the Sophifters 
pa am to that againft the Throne. It is this latter 
Conlpiracy which he withes to lay open, and it is 
with thefe latter plots that he charges the whole 
fchool in the perfon of Diderot, when he lays, 
« The true fentiments of the Author, on Govern- 
« ments, are only to be difcovered toward the 
<t end of his work. It is there that he lays down 
*Sas a principle that fubjefts ought to enjoy the 
“ right of depofing their Sovereigns when difpleafed 
« with them. And it is to effeSuate this that he 
« is perpetually crying out againft great armies, 
« which would prove too powerful an obftade to 
« his defigns. A perfon would be tempted to 
« think, it was Fontaine’s fable of the Wolf and 
« the Shepherd that he was reading. If ever the 
»< vifionary ideas of our Philolbphers could be 
«* realized, it would be neceffory to new-mould every 
** Government in Europe , which would be a mere 
« trifle. It would be neceffary again, though 
«« perhaps impoflible, that JubjeSs Jetting up as the 
« judges of their matters lhould be wife and equi- 
« t a b l e ; that thole who afpired to the crown 
« fliould be free from ambition ; and that neither 
** intrigue, cabal, nor the (pirit of independence 
** lhould prevail*.” 


• Ser Refutation of the Syftem of Nature, by the King of 
Pruffia. 
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Nothing Could have been more mafterly applied 
in thefe obfervations th .n the companion of the 
Wolf and the Shepherd. Frederic perfectly com- 
prehended that the objed of thefe declamatory re- 
petitions of the left againft the vain-glory of war, 
was not fo much to inftil the love of peace into 
the minds of the Sovereign, as to deprive him of 
the neceflary forces to reprefs that rebellious fpirit 
which Philofophifm fought to infuie into the peo- 
ple. He overlooked all thofe common truths on 
the miferies of war, which the Sophifters de- 
feribed, as if foltly capable of deferibing them ; 
but when he clearly perceived their plots, the 
hatred he conceived for the fed made him dedi • 
cate his talents to countered the Philofophifts in 
his own dates, and to render them elfewhere as 
contemptible as he judged them dangerous. 

h was then, that he compofed tboje Dialogues of 
the Dead , between Prince Eugene, the Duke of 
Marlborough and the Prince of Lichtenftein, in 
which he particularly developcs the ignorance 
of the Emydcpedifts ; their abfurd pretention of 
governing the univerfe after their own new-fangled 
dodrines ; and, above all, their plan for aboli filing 
the Monarchical form of Government, and of be- 
ginning by die fubverfion of the throne of Bour- 
bon to transform France into a Republic. 

At that period it was in vain for Voltaire or 
D’Alembert to folicit his protedjon for any of the 

adepts. 
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adepts. Frederic would anfwer in a dry and laconic 
ftyle, * Let the fcribblers of the fed go and feek a 
refuge in Holland, where they may follow the fame 
trade with Jo many of their equals' His indignation 
and contempt was expreffed in fuch ftrong terms, 
that D’Alembert often thought it neceflary to 
foften the expreflions in his correfpondence with 
Voltaire *. 

Then it was that D’Alembert perceived the 
great mifiake which Philofophifm had committed in 
reuniting the Civil and Ecclefiaftical power againft 
them. It was then that Diderot and his co-opera- 
tors in the Syftem of Nature were nothing more 
that a fet of blunderheads. Then it was that Fre- 
deric loft his title of Solomon of the North , and 
D’Alembert depids him as a peevijh man , or as a 
fick perfon whom the Philofophers might accoft 
as Chatillon does Nereftan : 

My Lord, if thus it b, your favour's vain. 

<( Befides, he lays, Mr. Delifle (the adept who 
* c was recommended and fo ill received) might 
** not have been happy in the place we wilhcd to 
** procure for him (to attend on the King of 
*« Pruflia). You know as well as I do what a 
** mafter he would have had to do with f As to 

* Letter of D’Alembert to Voltaire, 27 th December 1777, 
f Letter 24th January 1778. 

Vpltaire, 
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Voltaire, who was equally in dttgrace, he cofc- 
foies himfelf by writing to D’Alembert, " What 
** can we do, my dear friend; we muft take Kings 
<c as they are and God too 

It is worthy of remark, that neither D’Alem- 
bert nor Voltaire feek to deceive Frederic as to 
the double Conipiracy which he attributed to their 
fchool. Silence, it is to be fuppofed, was judged 
the moft prudent ; and it really was fo for men 
fenfible that Frederic might bring further proofs, 
which would only expofe their plots in a clearer 
light, and that before they could exult in their 
completion. 

However numerous the proofs may be that we 
have already adduced of the Confpiracy againft 
the Throne, whatever evidence may refult from 
the wifhes and the fccret correfpondencc of Vol- 
taire and D’Alembert, whatever may be the 
combination of the Syfttms adopted by the fed, 
on one fide throwing the authority of the laws 
into the hands of the people to conftitute the 
Monarch the Slave of the multitude; on the other 
erafing the very name of King from the govern- 
ments of the earth ; however inconteftahie the 
objed of thole writings, all, or nearly all, ifiued 
from the fecret academy of the Sophifters may 

* Letter, 4th January 1778. 
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be *, all breathing hatred to Kings and annihila- 
don to the Throne as well as to the Altar ; 
whatever may be the force which the declarations 
of the penitent adepts, or of the accomplices ex- 
ulting in their fuccelfrs, may add to our dcmon- 
ftrations } however authentic the evidence of the 
public tribunals may be, denouncing to the whole 
univerfe the Confpiracy of the Sophifters againft 
Monarchy: In fhort, however aggravating the 
indignation and denunciations of the royal adept 
againft his former mailers of impiety (reduced 
as he is to tear off their maflc, to preferve his 
own throne) may be for the confpiring Sophifters, 

• After fuch a variety of proof*, and the declaration of the 
julept Le Roi refpefting the hiding-place of the Sophifters 
at the Hotel d’Holbach, it would be ufelefs for us to feet 
any further teftimonies. Neverthelefs, we think it incumbent on 
us to fay, that fince the publication of the firft volume we 
have met with feveral people, who without being acquainted 
with all the particulars that we hare given, knew the chief 
objeft of that meeting to have been the contriving and for- 
warding of the double confpiracy. I met with an Engliih 
Gentleman in particular, who heard the academician Dufau* 
pofttively aftert, that the major part of thofe books, which 
have operated fo great a change in the minds of the people 
with refpeft to Monarchy and Religion, had been compofed 
in that club pf the Hotel d’Holbach. And certainly the 
teftimony of Mr. Dufaux, a man v fo intimately conne&ed 
with the Sophiftical Authors of the Revolution, is as much to 
be depended upon at lead as that of the repentant or exulting 
adepts of the fett, 

(till 
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ftill thefe arc onljr the beginning of the proofs 
which the Hiftorian may hereafter colkft from 
our Memoirs. We ftill have many gradations of 
the conipiracy to invefligate, and each ftep will 
add new force to our demooftrations. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Fifth Step of the Confpiracy againft Kings. 

The 'Democratic Ejfay at Geneva. 

At the very time when Frederic II. was de- 
nouncing this impious (eft (which he had hereto- 
fore protefted with fo much tendemefs) as inimi- 
cal to all authorities, he was far from being ac- 
quainted with the real depth of their plans. It is 
chiefly to Voltaire that we fee him complain of 
the temerity of thofe philofophers againft whom he 
was obliged to defend his Throne *; and that at a 
time when Voltaire and the other Encyclopedian 
adepts, more particularly the (Economifts, were 
making the firft eflay that ever was made of the 
lyftems of the feft. 

Geneva, that town where none but a few beg - Govem- 
garly fellows believed in Chriftianity f, had been 
chofen for this firft eflTay. The democracy which before the 
Calvin had eftablifhed in that Republic was notin 
unifon with their new rights of man. They be- >77°* 
held the people fobdividcd into different clafles. 

* Letter to Voltaire. 7th July 1770, and Correlpondence 
of Voltaire and D’Alembert, 1770* t ill Part. Page 32. 

The 
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The firft clafs was that of citizens of burgefles, 
and comprehended the defeendants of the ancient 
Geneve it, or thofe received into this clafs, and it 
was from among them alone, that the councils and 
other officers of the Republic were chofert. They 
particularly had their vote in the general council* 
Three other clafies had been formed of thofe who 
were more recently annexed to the Republic, or 
who had never been incorporated into the dais of 
citizens. Thefe were the natives, the mere inha- 
bitants of the town, and the fubje&s. All thefe 
could, under the protection of the Republic, with 
very few exceptions, follow their divers trades 
and profeflions, acquire and cultivate lands, &c. 
but were excluded from the councils and principal 
dignities of the Republic. 

However odious fuch diftin&ions may have ap- 
peared to the Sophifters, neverthelefs the man 
who appeals to found judgment and real principles 
will eafily agree, that a Republic, or any State 
enjoying Sovereignty, has a right to admit nc^ 
inhabitants on certain condidons which may be 
juft and oftentimes necefTary, without cllablifhing 
on that account a perfedl equality between the real 
and the adoptive children of the State. He who 
afks to be admitted knows the conditions of bis 
admiffion, and the exceptions he is expofed to. 
He was perfectly free to accept, to refufe, or to 
feek an afylum clfewhere •, but certainly, having 

once 
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once accepted and admitted of thefe exceptions, he 
has no further right to create, difturbances in the 
Republic, on pretence that, all men being equals 
die adoptive child is entided to the fame privileges 
as the ancient children of the State. 

But fuch felf- Evident principles were not confo- 
nant with thofe of the fed. Even Voltaire had 
laid them afide. From the perpetual repetition of 
his Liberty and Equality applied to religion, he 
had adopted the fame doftrine with refpedb to po- 
litics. At the diftance of fix miles he had long 
lince been obferving the feuds which had arifen 
between the citizens and the magiftrates, and 
thought that by working a political revolution 
there, he might add new laurels to thofe which he 
had gained by the religious revolution in which he 
lb much gloried. 

Hitherto thefe difputes between the magiftrates Parts 
and the citizens had been confined to the interpre- Voltaire 
tation of certain laws, and of the conftitution. The and the 
«natives, and other dalles who were exduded from sophif. 
the legiflative power, were only fpeftators of the ter5 - 
quarrel, when Voltaire and the other Sophifters 
judged this a favourable moment to change the 
very conftitution of the Republic, and to make an 
effay of their new Syftems of Liberty and Equa- 
lity, of the Legiflative and Sovereign people. 

All Europe is acquainted with the troubles which 
agitated Geneva from the year 1770 till 1782. 

The 
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The public prints mere filled with accounts of the 
difordcred ftate into which the conftitution of Ge- 
neva had been thrown ; but the public prints have 
been entirely Glent as to the part which the So- 
phifters took in it, and which it will be the parti- 
cular objeft of our Memoirs to reveal. We thall 
lay open thofe intrigues and fecret artifices, by 
which they hoped to eftablifli an abfolute Demo- 
cracy according to the fyftem of Jean Jaques 
Roufleau. 

To form a found judgment on thefc occult deal- 
ings, let men be queftioned who, prefent on the 
fpot, were capable of obferving, and who a&ed die 
part of real citizens. Such has been the plan that 
we have adopted, and fuch inquiries will atteft 
the a uthenti city of the accounts which we have 
followed. 

Mod certainly -the fyftems of Jean Jaques, their 
countryman, firft gave rife to the pretenfions of 
the natives or inhabitants of Geneva to the legifla- 
tive power. They were ftimulated by the infinua- 
tions of Voltaire and of the other adepts who 
flocked to fecond him. 

The part which Voltaire a&ed was, on one fide 
to encourage the citizens in their dilputes with the 
magiftrates, whilft on the other he would infinuate 
to the natives and- inhabitants that they had rights 
to afiert againft the citizens themfelves. He 
would invite firft one party, then the ocher to his 

table, 
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table, and to each he broached the ientiments 
which he wi(hed to inftil into them. To the ci- 
tizens he would urge, that their legiflative power 
abfolutcly made the magiftrates dependent on them ; 
and he would perfuade the natives or inhabitants, 
that living in the fame Republic and fubjeft to the 
lame laws, the equality of nature affimilated their 
rights to thofe of citizens ; that the time was come 
when they ihould ceafe to be Haves, or to obey 
laws which they had not made j that they were no 
longer to be viftims of (uch odious dittinftions, or 
fubjeft to taxes di (graceful, inafmuch as they were 
levied without their having contented to them. 

Such iniinuations acquired new vigour from the 
numerous pamphlets Bowing from the fertile pen 
of the Premier Chief. Under the name of a Ge- 
nevefe he publifhed the Republican Ideas, which 
will always bear teftimony of his hatred for Kings, 
and lhow how much ground Republican Liberty 
had gained in his heart as he advanced in years. 

, As to this hatred, he exprefies it in the above 
pamphlet, by faying, “ There never yet has 
“ exifted a perfeft government, becaufe men are 
“ prone to their paflions — Tbe moft tolerable, with- 
<* out doubt, is tbe Republican, becaufe, under that 
** form, men approach the near eft to the equality of 
“ nature. Every Hither of a family Ihould be 
u matter in his own houfe, but is to have no 
“ power over the houle of his neighbour. So* 

Vol. II. P « Cicty 
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<c ciety being an aggregate of many h oiries, and of 
** many lands belonging to them, it would be a 
** contradictory propofition to pretend that one 
** man Ihould have the foie dominion over all thole 
" houfes and lands ; and it is natural, that each 
** mafler Jbould have bis vote for the general welfare 
" of Jociety 

This article alone was fufficient to incite the 
Genevde to revolt, particularly the natives and 
others who had acquired lands under the dominion 
of the Republic. He told them, that to deprive 
them of the right of voting was to rob them of a 
natural right inherent to them. But to exprefs 
himfelf in ftill clearer terms, the true difciple of 
Montefquieu and Jean Jaques, he repeats their fun- 
damental tenets j he tells the Gcnevefe, “that civil 
“ government is the will of all, executed by one 
“ or many , by virtue of laws which all have en- 
“ aSted f.” With refpeft to finance, it is well 
known, that it is the right of the citizens to regu- 
late and determine what is to be granted for the 
expences of the State J. 

It 

• Republican Ideas, No. 43. Edit, of Kell. 

f Ibid. No. 13. < 

t Ibid. No. 4 a. Many people cannot conceive 

that Voltaire could bave fallen into fuch Democracy. Let 
them read his latter works with auendon, and particularly 
thofe from which we have made the above ex tracts, and they 
will End that he- is even violent againfi the diilin&ion of NoUt 

(he 
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It was not poflible to tell all thofe, who lived 
Under the Genevefe dominion without having voted 
at the enading of the laws, or at the impofition of 
the taxes, that they were bound by no tie under 

(he who holds lands by knights Cervices) and Rotuntr (who 
holds lands in foccage). He even declares the origin and real 
figniiication of thefe two words to be no other than Lord and 
Slave. 

Let them read bis Commontary on tbi Spirit of Lands, and they 
will fee in what a light he viewed that nobility, among whom 
he never thelefs numbered fo many admirers, and to whom he 
was fo much indebted for the propagation of his Philofophifm. 
Is it not hatred which makes him fay in this Commentary, “I 
** could wifh that the author (Montefquieu) * or any other 
94 writer polTeffing fuch abilities, had explained more clearly 
why tbi nobility are efiential to the Monarchical form of 
government. One Ihould rather be tempted to believe, that 
€t it was the eflence of the Feudal Syflem, as in Germany, or 
Xt of Ariftocracy as at Venice.” (No. iii.) 

To us it appears, that, whether young or old, Voltaire 
often confounds all his ideas. The idea of nobility, in gene* 
ini, Tcprefents to us the children of men diflinguifhed by 
their fervices either civil or military, forming a body in the 
ftate whofe fentiments and education, whofe very intereil, 
often fits them for thofe employments which are at the dif- 
pofal of the Sovereign. Undoubtedly fuch a diilindtion may 
take place without the Feudal Syftems of the Germans, or the 
Ariftocracy of the Venetians. It is poffible indeed to con- 
ceive a Monarchy without a body of nobility ; but moft cer- 
tainly fuch a diftin&ion greatly tends to form a body of men 
more attached- to the Monarch, and very ufefiil to the State in 
thofe fiations for which the general education of the multitude 
can feldom be a fuitable preparative. 

P 2 their 
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their prefent government; and that no govern- 
ment could cxift for them until the ancient confti- 
tution was overthrown. Let die reader judge 
what an imprelfion fuch writings mull have made, 
profufely fpread about, and diftributed with that 
art which we have feen Voltaire defcribing, when 
he wilhed to infufe his venomous dodrines into the 
lowed claflcs of the people. 

But means ftill more perfidious were made ule 
of. The Sophifters have been feen extolling the 
generality of their Premier ; and, as a proof, they 
cite the multitude of Genevcfe artizans who taking 
refuge at Ferney found a new country and pro- 
tedion in Voltaire’s little province, and partook 
fulficiendy of his riches to continue their trades 
and fupport their families. But when we interro- 
gate thole who on the fpot could oblerve the lecret 
motives of fuch a perfidious generality, we hear 
them anlwer, “ Voltaire, it is true, has been in 
fome fort the founder of, Ferney, of a new town ; 
but they will add, how did he people it, if it was 
not with thole fadious citizens whom he had ftirred 
up againfi their country, and which he reunites at 
Ferney and.Verfoi to form a focus of infurredion, 
which was to force the unhappy Republic, by the 
defertion of its natives and inhabitants, to receive 
the law from the Sophifters, and to fubftitute their 
fyftems to the ancient laws of the Republic?” 

Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding all thefe means and intrigues, 
the levelling left had other agents who forwarded 
the revolution at Geneva. It had already acquired 
that Clavicre, who was hereafter to continue his 
revolutionary career at Paris ; it had acquired a 
fort of petty Syeyes in the perlon of Berenger, 
and a true firebrand in Segere ; but above all it" 
gloried in feeing a French magiftrate leaving his 
country, and laying afide the comely habit of the and Bo- 
bench for the filthy round head of the Jacobin. v,er ‘ 
This was Mr. de Servan, that Attorney-General of 
Grenoble, whom Voltaire in his correfpondence 
with D’Alembert reprefents as one of the greateft 
proficients in modem philofophy, and as one of 
thole who had chiefly forwarded its progrefs. It is 
remarkable, that this letter bears date the 5th of 
November 1770, the very year of the Genevefe- 
Revolution. Like a true apoftle of Liberty and 
Equality, Mr. Servan had hurried away to Ge- 
neva to unite his efforts to thofe of Voltaire. But- 
Philofophifm had not confined its fuccours to his' 
talents and reputation alone. An attorney of the 
name of Bovier of the fame parliament, power-' 
fully aided it with his pen. He appeared with all 
the arms of Sophiftry. Whilft the other adepts 
were llirring up, in their clubs and private com- ■ 
panies, the citizen again!! the magiftrate, and the 
native and inhabitant againft the citizen, Bovier, to 
raife his conftitution of Equality from the midft of. 

P 3 difeord 
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difcord and civil broils, prerends to alTert the real 
rights of the ancient conftitution, not to form a 
new one ; and from antiquity alone he appears to 
draw all his arguments in favor of the Equality and 
Sovereignty of the People. 

The moft revolutionary among the Genevefe 
■were furprized to fee a foreign Sophifter informing 
them, that till then they had been ignorant of their 
own laws ; that all thofe diftinftions of citizens, in- 
habitants, or natives, and all the privileges of the 
firft, were novelties which had been ufurped and 
introduced into the Republic fo lately as the year 
1707 j that before that period a very fliort refi- 
dence entitled every new comer “ to the rights 
“ of citizen, and to be admitted into the general 
*' fovereign and legijlative council. That after one 
<f year’s refidence at Geneva,, every man enjoyed 
“ his lhare of Sovereignty in the Republic ; in 
** lhort, that the moft perfect equality had reigned 
“ among all the individuals of the State, whether 
** of the town or country *.” 

This was nearly the fame, plan which the left 
followed at that time in France, always calling for 
the States-General in order to re-eftablilh the pre- 
tended conftitution of the Sovereign and Legifla- 
tive people. Bovier was refuted in the moft com- 
plete manner, but the Sophifters knew too well 

* See the Memorial of Bovier from page 15 to 29 ; and 
the refutation of the natives of Geneva. 

that 
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that a people in a ftate of revolution (wallow every, 
falfchood that favors their Sovereignty, They 
lucceeded in putting them in motion, nor were 
they ignorant of the means of accelerating and per- 
petuating their vibrations. 

At that time they publiihed at 

work under the title of Epbemerides du Citoyen. theGLco- 

The (Economics had the direction of it, and that nomifts, 

and par- 

clafs of adepts was perhaps the mod dangerous, ticularly 
They, with all the appearance of moderation, with by n ® 
all the (how of patriotic zeal, forwarded the revo- Nemours. , 
lution more efficacioufly than the frantic rebels of 
Holbach’s Club. The fed had ordained . that this 
journal ihould fupport the efforts of Voltaire, 

Servarf, and Bovier, until they had fucceeded in 
their democratic effay on Geneva. It was the hy- ■ 
pocritical and fmooth-tongued Dupont de Ne- 
mours, who was entrufted with the care of giving 
monthly a new fhock to the Revolutionifts. His 
periodical publications, carefully direded towards 
that objed, were regularly lent from Paris to Ge- 
neva to fecond the fury of the Democratizing 
Zealots. 

To form a proper judgment of the artful man- 
ner in which Dupont fulfilled his trull, it would 
be neceffary to run over all the articles which the 
Epbemerous Citizen has given us under the head of 
Geneva. There we ihould fee the humane citizen 
lamenting the troubles which had already lhortened 

P 4 the 
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' the lives of lome natives, and had bani filed many 
others from their country} then, fired by that 
love of peace and humanity which confumes the 
philofophic breaft, he infinuates exaftly fuch re- 
medies as may throw the whole Republic into a 
flame. He reprefents their conftitution as that of 
the moft oppreflive Arijtocracy. He aflitnilates 
die natives and inhabitants of Geneva to the Helots 
or the (laves of Greece, who, under the dominion 
of free citizens, have nothing but the moft abje&r 
flavery to look up to in the very heart of a Re- 
public *. Then for the inftrudtion of the Gene- 
ve fe Helots he lays down what he calls principles, or 
rather leflons of rebellion ; fuch for example as 
thefe given to a people in the moft violent fer- 
ment. ** To fay 'that men can tacitly or for- 
,c mally confent for themfelves or their defeen- 
** dants to the privation of the whole or part of 
«« their liberty, would be to lay, that men have 
“ the right to ftipulate againft the rights of other 
«* men, to fell and cede what belongs to others, to 
u alienate their happinefs, arid perhaps deftroy their 
** very lives : — and of what others ? of thofe whoft 
*« happinefs and whofe Jives (hould be the moft 
“ facred to them,— of their pofterity. Such a doc- 
“ trine would be a libel on the dignity of human 
" nature, and an infult to its Great Creator j-.” 

* Ibid, Chap, i, and Note. f Ibid, Chap. I, 

This 
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This certainly was inliilting both realbn and lo- 
ckty in the graded terms ; for if every man who 
iubjedts himfelf to the empire of civil laws does 
not facrifice a part of his liberty, he is then as free 
to violate thofe laws, though living in fociety, as 
he would be were he living among the lavages 
in the woods of America. But it was through 
pity and humanity that they fed this people, in 
open revolution, with the mod; frantic licentiouf- 
nefs. It was to lpare the effufion of blood in Ge- 
neva that Dupont taught the multitude of natives , 
inhabitants , and burgejfes , to lay to the fenators, 
«* Do you imagine the exercife of Sovereignty to 
“ be fufficient, as if the proper exercife of it were 
“ not an obligation. Do you know that when 
** the people have once recognized your authority, 
“ you are imperatively and ftridtly obliged, under 
** pain of the mod dclerved execration, to render 
them happy, to protedt their liberty, to gua- 
** rantee and defend their rights of property to the 
** utmod extent. Republicans, if you wilh yous 
“ fellow-citizens to. exercife Sovereignty, remem- 
“ ber that even Kings only enjoy their power on 
** thefe terms. 

“ Would you wilh to be worfe Sovereigns than 
“ the arbitrary Delpots of Ada ? And when even 
” thofe who reign over nations buried in ignorance 
* r and fanaticifm abufe their monftrous power to a 

« certain excels They are called tyrants. 

« Do 
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“ Do you know what happens to them ? Go to 
** the gates of the fcraglios of the Eaft, behold the 
“ people calling far the heads »f the Vifirs and 
v Atbemadoulets and fometimes linking off thofe 
“ of the Sultans and Sophis. Now reign arbitra- 
** rily if you dare. Yes, dare it in your town, 
** where the people are far from being ignorant, 
“ and, brought up with you from your childhood, 
“ have had many occalions, letting alide your 
“ dignity, to know that you are no better than 
« they*.” 

Thus we fee that our moderate and humane 
Sophifters would not loie an occalion, any more 
than Raynal, or Holbach’s Club, of teaching the 
people to roar rather than to groan, and to wade 
through carnage preceded by terror to the conquell 
of their pretended rights. 

Such leffons were intermixed with thofe which 
the CEconomilts pretended to give to Sovereigns 
on the adminiilration of finances. “ One faw 
4 ‘ them, lay the memoir^ of the man who follow- 
** ed their operations with the grcatell accuracy 
“ during the whole of this Revolution,— one law 
“ them inlinuating tKemfelves into all the affairs 
f* of the State, to feize every opportunity of in- 
“ fufuig the do&rines of the fed. Amidft their 
leffons on oeconomy, that on the razing our for- 

* Ibid# Chap. 2. 

“ tifications 
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<c tifications is not to be forgotten ? their pretence 
**• was the great expence and little utility of them. 

Geneva, they would fay, cannot be conGdered 
*• as a date capable of defending a fortrefs fhould 
“ it be at war with any of die neighbouring States ; 

« and with refpeft to a furprize, it is the inhabitants 
“ of the country that are to prove its defence * : 

" A moft abfurd propofition for a State about a 
“ league Iquare. But that was not their objedt j 
K they wilhed to eftablifh the general principle, 

“ and to apply it hereafter to France, or any 
'* other State, whert the opportunity fhould offer.” 

In other words, it was the means of expofmg the 
Sovereign to all the fury of a revolted people re- 
claiming by force of arms that Liberty and Equa- 
lity which the Sophifters were perpetually repre- 
fenting to them as their inherent lights. This 
allb was the object of thole perfidious leffons which 
they pretended to give tQ the magiftrates, repre-s 
fenting them as oppreflbrs, and prefuppofing the 
exiftence of that hatred againft them which the 
adepts themfelyes had infiifed into the mjnds of 
the people. With the fame art they thus again » 
addrclfed us, fays our obferver: “ The natural 
«* defenders of Geneva are the people of the coun- 
** try, the fubjefts of the Republic. It is polfi- 
f* ble, nay, it is eafy, to attach them lb much tq 

* Ephem. da Citoyen, 1771. Vol. I, 

" the 
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“ the Republic, that they would form the moft fc- 
** cure advanced pofts poffible. But it would be 
** neceflary that their country flaould be for other- 
“ wife than a barjh, fewre, and exaS'mg mafier ; 
“ it would be neceflary to reftore them to the 
free exercife of the natural rights of man, and to 
" guarantee their pofleflion *.*’ 

The fed reaped a twofold advantage from this 
journal. Firft, by fpreading it through France, 
and preparing the multitude to hold at a future 
day afimilar language to their Kings; fecondly, to 
kindle anew the flame of difcord at the beginning 
of every month among the unfortunate people of 
Geneva, for whom it appeared to be written. The 
brotherhood at Paris continued this work until 
Servan, and the other agents of the fed, had feen 
their plots effeduate a Revolution in Genera, and 
a total overthrow of the ancient laws of that Re- 
public* 

• Ephem. du Citoyen, page 176. I have fought in vaia 
to learn wbat fpecies of oppreffion the people of Geneva f of- 
fered under their magiflrates ; I have found that it wa» not 
poffible for a people to be more fondly or more juftly attached 
to their government ; that the union between the magiflrates 
and the fubjefts refembled that of a numerous family with its 
Chiefs. The Sophifter* knew this too well ; but they were 
not fpeaking for the Genevefe alone. They pre-fuppofod 
difcord, that they might create it where it did not exift, and 
add to it where it already began to fpread. 

It 
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It is true, the Sophifters did not long enjoy 
their fuccefs, as Mr. de Vergennes, who at firft 
had viewed this Revoludon with indifference, loon 
learned its importance. Evidence at length con- 
vinced him that all that had come to pafs at Ge- 
neva was nothing more than an eflay which our 
modem Sophifters were making of their principles 
and fyftems ; that neither their plans nor their 
plots 'were to be concluded by thefe firft fuc- 
ceffes ; that they were nothing more than a pre- 
lude to the revolutionary feenes with which they 
threatened all Europe, and which might ere long 
involve France itfelf in the common mafs of ruin. 

The Sophifters had the mortification to fee 
thefe firft fruits of their revolutionary principles 
blafted by a few battalions of French troops. It 
was referred to Clavicrre, and afterwards to Ro- 
befpierre, to refume their plans, and to fend the 
apoftate Soulavie to confummate them by murder 
and exile, in fhort by all the revolutionary means 
which Philofophifm had invented in the Caftle of 
Femcy for the future benefit of the Jacobinical 
den*. 

* The above Chapter, whether with refpedl to the general 
conduit of the Sophifters, or more particularly with refpelt to 
the conduit of Voltaire, Servan, or Dupont de Nemours, 
during the Revolution of Geneva, has been entirely formed 
on memoirs with which eye-witnefles have favored us, and on 
the writings of the Sophifters, which have been quoted with 
the greateft precifion. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Ariftiaratic/d Effay in Erma, 

ObjeA of In laying before the reader the proofs of the 
**“* Confpiracy formed againft Monarchy we hate, 
faid, that there exifted a fee of Philofophers who 
held themfelves fo fecure of bringing about a 
Revolution, that they had not fcrupled to advife 
both the King and his Minifters to make the Re* 
volution themielves, left Phiioibphy might not be 
fufficiendy powerful to dired: the motion when 
once imparted. Among tKj« clafs of Philofo* 
phers, who wifhed to be ftyled the Mo&rdtb 
but whom Jean Jaques calls the lnconJift* ls > we 
are to diftinguifh Mr. de Mahly, the brother of 
Condillac, and one of thofe Abbes who bore 
nothing of the Ecclefiaftic bur the drefs, and who, 
bellowing great application on prophane feiences, 
was almoft entirely ignorant of thofe neceflary for 
an Ecclefiaftic. 

Mably Without being impious like a Voltaire of a 

wom,* Condorcet, even though adverfe to their imp^' 

•nd hit his own tenets were extremely equivocal. At 
«dhe- ... ,. „ *. r < rf i 

rents. times his morality was fo very dilgulung* w* 1 
was neceflary to foppole that his language ** 
ambiguous, and that he had been mifun derf<°°^ 
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left one ihould be obliged to throw off all cfteem 
for his chara&er. At leaft fuch has been the 
defence I have heard him make to juftify himfetf 
from the cenfures of the Sorbonne. He had the 
highcft opinion of his own knowledge in politics, 
and daring his whole life that was his favourite 
topic j he believed himfelf tranfcendant in that 
fcience, and he met with others who were led to 
‘die lame belief. His mediocre talents would have 
been better appreciated, had he been viewed in 
the light of a man led away by the prejudices he 
had imbibed from a fcanty knowledge of anti- 
quity, and who wifhed to reduce every thing to 
the ftandard of his own ideas. 

Mr. dc Mably had alfo been led away by aft 
thofe Syftems of Liberty, of the Sovereignty and 
Legiflative authority of the people, of the rights 
of felf-taxation and of contributing to the publitr 
expences only in as much as they had voted the 
monies themfelves or by their reprefentatives.— ^ 
He was perfuaded that he had found thefe Syftems 
of Government among the ancient Greeks and 
Romans, and more particularly among the ancient 
Gauls. He was perfectly perfuaded, that with- 
out the States General the French Monarchy 
could notexiftj and that to re-eftablifh the ath- 
cient and real Conftitution, it was neceflfary to re- 
fumc thofe States General *. 

* See his Rights of the Citizen, 
i . Mably 
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Mably and his difciples, or more properly the 
adherents of Montefqilieu, detefted the feudal 
laws ; but they did not reflect that it was to thofe 
very laws the States-General owed their former 
exiftence. When Philip Le Bel and feme other 
Princes had found themfelves under the ncceffity 
of applying to thole States for fiibfidies, the rea- 
fon was, becaufe under the feudal fyftem the King, 
like the Counts of Provence, Champagne, and 
Thouloufe, or the Dukes of Brittany, had their 
fixed revenues and particular defmenes which 
were fuppofed to fuffice for the exigencies of the 
ftate. And in fad wars of the longeft duration 
could be carried on without its being neccfiary to 
augment the revenues of the Sovereign. Armies 
at that time were compofed of the Lords and 
Knights ferving at their own expence and defray- 
ing that of their vaflals whom they led after them 
into the field. Neither Mably nor his difciples 
would refled that at a period when France had 
acquired fo many new Provinces, when the armies, 
general officers, and foldiers, waged war folely at 
the King’s expcnce, it was impoffible for the an- 
cient crown lands to fupply .the wants of Govern- 
ment. They could not conceive, that in the new 
fyftem of politics, it would have been the height 
of imprudence for the Monarch in France to be 
dependent (every time he found it necefiary to 
repel or anticipate an attack of the foreign enemy) 

on 
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on the great and jealous Lord, on the fedi- 
tious tribune, or on the furly deputy, perhaps evert 
in the intereft of the enemy, for the neceflary 
fubfidies on fo prefling an occafion. Such reflec- 
tions as thefe never occurred to the minds of 
Our Sophifters. 

Filled with the idea, that Revolution and the At , w *J at 

f period > 

States General were neceflary to break the chains and why 
of the French people, we are told by his ftrongeft 
adherents, that Mably went ftill farther than Statu 
merely inviting the Sovereign and his Minifters to Genera ^ 
commence the Revolution themlelves i rt He up- 
“ braided the people in his Treadle on the Rights 
" of Citizens , written in the year 1771, with 
u having milled the opportunity of making the 
** Revolution j and he lays down the means of 
«* effe&ing it. He advifed the Parliament in fu- 
« ture to refole to enregifter any burial edift, to 
“ declare to the King that he had no right to im- 
“ pofe taxes on the people, who alone were yefted 
** with the fifeal power, to ajk pardon of the people 
* ( for having co-operated during fo long a time 
“ in the levy of fuch unjuft taxes, and to fuppli- 
•* cate his Majefty to convoke the States Ge- 
“ neral. A Revolution, he adds, brought- about 
“ by fuch means would be the more advanta- 
“ geous as it would be founded oij the love of 

Vol. II. “ order 
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*t order and of the laws, and not on licentious 
«« liberty 

This fyftem of a Revolution to be accomplilh- 
ed, according to Montefquieu’s ideas, by vetting 
the legiflative and fifeal powers in the hands of 
the people, or of their reprefentatives in the States 
General, found many fupporters and abettorsi and 
particularly among the Ariftocracy, as die diftinc- 
tion of the three ftates was ftill preferred. AD 
that clafs of men which impiety had enrolled un- 
der the banners of Sophiftry from among the 
Duke de la Rochefoucault’s fociety, viewed this as 
a means for the Grandees to reaffume their ancient 
influence in the ftatc, and to conquer from the 
King and Court, that power which they had gra- 
dually loft under the preceding reigns. They were 
ignorant that other Sophifters were already pre- 
pared to enforce their (yftems of Equality in 0 
States General, and to aflert, that the tbret tfiottt 
beingfeparate , of oppojite interejls, and jealous if tot 
other, mutually defrayed each other's Jlrenglh , tM 
that to this diftin Elion was to he attributed the 
cacy, and the very little good that bad arijenfru* 
the former States General. 'The Grandees did 
perceive this fnare which the levelling Soph' cB 
had laid for them ; the levellers had conceiv 

• Gudin’s Supplement to the Social ContraA, jit**’ 
Chap. 1. 

the 


Digitized by LjOoq ie 



♦MTIMONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY. 


«3 7 


the greateft expectations from the diflentions 
which reigned at that period between Lewis XV, 
and the Parliaments* and believed thrmfelves on 
the eve of obtaining the convocation of thofe 
States General where they were to confummate 
their revolution. 

Thefe diffentions were principally owing to an 
opinion originating in Montelquieu’s fyftems, 
which had crept into the firft tribunals of the 
ftate. Such magiftrates as,, according to that fy- 
Item, believed Liberty to be entirely annulled in 
every ftate where the people or its reprefentativei 
did not partake of the legiflative and fifeal powers 
with the King, had conftrued their Parliaments 
into thereprefentatives of the people, and pretend- 
ed that the different Parliaments, though difperfed 
in different towns throughout the ftate, confti- 
tuted but one and the lame body, holding their 
powers direftly from the people, whofe perpetual 
representatives they pretended to be, whofe rights 
they were to fupport againft the encroachments 
of the crown, and exercifing for them that inalien- 
able and ihdefcafable right of making laws and 
•Voting fubfidies ; although they were refident ma- 
giftrates and fixed in different towns by the King 
to adminifter juftice in his name. 

This was a fyftem of Parliaments very widely 
.different from the idea which the French Kings, 
who- had created them without even taking the 
CL a fenfe 
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fenfe of the nation* had conceived of thefe Judi- 
ciary Courts. It was indeed extraordinary* that 
tribunals either ambulant or ftationary* and which 
the Kings had created at their own will and 
pleafure, Ihould belong to the very effence of the 
Conftitution; that a body of Magiftrates all named 
by the King fhould pretend to be the free chofen 
reprefentatives of the people* and a magtftracy 
lo much at the difpofition of the Sovereigns, that 
they had fold the offices j could then thefe men 
pretend to affimulate themfelves to reprefentatives 
deputed by the people to die States General *. 

• The denomination of ParUmna (Parliament), which had 
been given to the firft Tribunals of the (late, had greatly con- 
tributed to the illuiion, which might have been eaiily avoided 
had the old term of Plaid ( court lot) been preferved, which 
in the ancient hiRory of France denotes fometimes thofe 
great afiemblies which the King deliberated with on im- 
portant queRions refpe&ing the Rate, at other times thole 
ambulatory tribunals which adminiftered juftice. It was thefe 
latter only that our Kings had perpetuated under the name of 
Parliaments. The difference is the more evident, as thofe 
great Aflemblies or States General never meddled with the 
Judiciary Power, the exercife of which conRhuted the fele 
fun&ions of the ambulant Magiftracy. In thofe great AA 
femblies or National Plaids the Clergy was always admitted 
as the firR order of the Rate ; whereas by the very nature of 
its duties, it was excluded from the Judiciary Plaids (fee the 
Prefidcnt Hainault, an. 11379 13199 & faffin) ; how then 
was it poffible to confound the States General with the Judi- 
ciary Plaids or Parliaments l 

The 
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The ftates themfelves never viewed the Parlia- 
ments in any other light, which is eafy to be feen 
by what the Prefident Hainault fays on the ftates 
held in 1614: ** On this occafion I muft fay, 
«* that as we recognize no other authority in 
« France but that of the King, it is by his au- 
« thority that laws are made. As wills the King 
“ Jo wills tbe Law. On that account the States 
“ General can only remonftrate and humbly fup- 
M plicate. The King hearkens to their grievances 
(C and prayers in his prudence and his juftice.— • 
** For, was he obliged to grant all that was alked 
* f of him, fays one of our moft celebrated authors, 
** he would ceafe to be their King. It is Jot that 
** reafon that during tbe fittings of tbe States General 
“ tbe authority of tbe Parliament fuffers no dimi - 
“ nation, as exercifing no other power but that 
** of the King, which may be eaiily feen in the 
** minutes of die laft ftates 

It was -therefore a moft extraordinary claim 
of thefe Parliaments, all created by, and exer- 
cifing the authority of the King only, to pre- 
tend to be the reprefentatives of the people in 
order to refill the power of that fame King ; 
ftyling themfelves the habitual and permanent 
reprefentatives of the States General, who had 
never formed the leaft idea of fuch reprefenta- 

* Hiftory of France, anno 1614. 

0*3 ti(rcs » 
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tlvcs, and who had always looked upon them as 
the King’s Magiftrates. But when new fy (Terns 
had fpread dilquietude in every bread, and pro- 
duced the thirfb of Revolution, illufion eafily ba- 
nilhed truth. The moll refpe&able Magiftrates, 
overpowered by the weight of Montelquieu’s au- 
thority, and fpurred on by the SophHters, were 
eafily perfuaded that every country was enflaved, 
and groaned under the moll fevere defpotifm, 
where the legiflative and fifeal powers were not in 
the hands of the people or of their reprelentatives. 
And, left the whole code of laws which the Kings 
had made and the Parliaments proclaimed, lhould 
fuddenly become null and void, thele Magiftrates, 
who had enregiftered and proclaimed them, con- 
flicted themlelyes the reprefentatives of the 
+ 

- Thefe claims ferved as a pretence for the moll 
invincible refiftance to the orders of their Sovereign. 
The King’s council, and particularly Mr. de Mau- 
pou, furmifed a coalition aiming at nothing Ids 
than to diforder the Monarchy, to diminilh the 
authority of the throne, to put the Sovereign under 
the habitual dependence of the Twelve Parlia- 
pients, and to create difhirbances and difputes be- 
tween the King and his Tribunals as often as any 
factious Magiftrate, afluming the character of a 
tribune of the, people, lhould oppole the pretended 
will pf the nation to his Sovereign. Lewis XV. 

refolved 
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relolved to annihilate fuch Parliaments, and to 
create new ones more limited in their powers, and 
which might be reftrained within the bounds of 
their duty with greater eafe. 

This refolve was being put in execution, and 
the Sophifters rejoiced to fee the difpiites daily 
increale. Convinced that thefe diflentions would 
neceffarily oblige the King to afiemble the States 
General, where they Ihould be able to find means 
of publifhing their plans and of operating, at leaft 
in part, the Revolution they fb ardently wilhed 
for, they brought forward that lame Malelherbes, 
whom we have feen lb adtive in leconding the 
Sophifters of Impiety. He was at that time Pre- 
fident of the Cour des Aides, the firft tribunal in 
Paris after the Parliament. He engaged his com- 
pany to make the firft fignal ftep towards oppofing 
the States General to the authority of the Monarch. 

He formed thofe remonftrances lince fo famous 
among the Philofophers, becaufe, under the cloak 
of a few refpeftful expreflions, he had broached all 
the new principles of the fett and all their preten- 
fions againft the authority of their Sovereign. 

In thofe remonftrances we lee the demand for Malef- 
the States-General couched in the following terms; 

** Until this period at leaft the reclamations of the Parlia- 
« Courts fupplied, though iir.perfe&ly, the want 
** of the States-General ; for, notwithftanding our States 
** zeal, we cannot pretend to fay, that we have uenera • 
0^4 “ been 
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“ been able to make amends to the nation for the 
** great advantages which mud have accrued to it, 
** by the intercourfe between its reprefentativea 
** and the Sovereign. But at prejent the fait rt- 
** Jource which had been left to the people is tom 
** from them. By whom fhall their interefts be 
** aflerted againft the minifter ? The people 
“ difperfed have no common organ by which 
** they may prefer their complaints. Sire , inter - 
“ ragste then the nation it/el/, fince that alone re- 
** mains to which your Majefty can hearken 
The other parliaments who followed Malefher- 
bes’s example were ignorant of the intentions of the 
fed which had prompted him to a St. They aban- 
doned themlelvcs to the torrent, and were hurried 
away by the impulfe given by the Sophifters and 
by the public opinion, which the fyftem of Mon- 
tefquieu on the Legiflative and Fifcal Powers had 
new- modelled. 

t 

Milled by Malelherbes’s example, the Parlia- 
ment of Rouen alfo alked for the Scates-Qenerel 
in their remonftrances of the 19th March 1771, 
“ Sire, Since the efforts of the Magiftraeyare 
“ fruitlefs, deign to confult the Nation aflemblcd.” 
But the former colleagues of Moncefquieu, the 
Parliament of Bourdeaux thought it incumbent on 
them to fhow more than ordinary zeal for his 
principles, as is to be feen by the preiling ftyle in 

• Reraonftrance of the Cour des Aidej, Feb.*8, 1771. 

which 
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frfakh their remoftftranccs of the 35th February 
1771, are couched, 

“ If it be true (lay thefe Magiftrates), that the 
«« Parliament, become ftdentary under Philip le 
“ Bel, and perpetual under Charles VI. is not the 
“ fame as the Ambulant Parliament convoked 
«« during the firft years of Philip le Bel’s reign* 

«* under Lewis IX. under Lewis VIII. and under 
« Philip Auguftus j the fame as the Placila con* 

*« Yoked under Charlemagne and bis descendants 1 
“ the fame as thofe ancient affcmblies of the 
“ Francs of which hiftory has prefcrved the me* 

“ mory both before and after the conqueftj if 
** the diftribution of this Parliament to different 
«* di&riifts has changed the e fence of its Cotftitittioru 
“ in feort. Sire, though your Courts of Parlia* 

“ ment fhould not have the, right of examining 
“ and verifying the new laws which your Majefty 
«* may pleafe to propofe, flill she nation (arnot be 
“ deprived of that right, it is a right that cannot be 
« left i it is inalienable. To attack that right is ndt 
« only to betray the Nation but the King bimfeff. It 
« would be to overthrow the conftitotion of the 
« kingdom. It would be to attack the authority 
«* of the Monarch in its very principles'. Will it 
t* be believed, that the verification of the new 
« laws being made by your Courts in Parliament 
«* does not cOmpenfate for this primitive right of the 
" nation f Can public order be benefited by this 
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How this 
demand 
prepared 
the way 
for the 
Revolu- 
tion* 


“ power being once more exercifed by die nation? 
“ Should his Majefty deign -to re-eftablifh the 
“ people in their rights, he would fee us no longer 
“ claiming that portion of authority which the 
“ Kings, your predeceffors,' have entrufted us 
“ with, as foon as the nation afTembled (hall ex- 
“ ercife that power itfelf.” 

It is thus that the Parliaments, a prey, to a fac- 
tion with whofe dark defigns they were wholly un- 
acquainted, wefe craving pardon as it were of the 
people for having forgotten their inherent and ina- 
lienable rights of Legiflation and of Sovereignty, 
at lead: in part, in the Aflembly of the States-Ge- 
neral. They did not forefee that a day would 
come when they would have to alk pardon of the 
people for having called for thofefame States-Ge- 
neral, fo fatal to the King, to themfelves and to 
the nation. 

The Revolution would have beeh accomplilhed 
at that time had Lewis XWfhown lels rcfolution. 
It was precifcly at that period when the feft, 
painted in fuch true colors a few months before by 
the Attorney General of the Parliament of Paris, 
u was feeking to excite the people to revolt wider pre- 
“ tence of enlightening them ; when its difquiet and 
“ daring genius, inimical to all dependence, af> 
** pired at the overthrow of every political con- 
** ftitution, and whofe views would only be ac- 
“ complilhed when they had fucceeded in throw- 

« ing 
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•* ing the legislative and executive powers into the 
“ hands of the multitude, when the Majefty of 
“ Kings bad been reviled , and their authority had 
“ been rendered precarious and Jubordinqte to the ca- 
“ pricious ft arts of an ignorant mob." 

It was at that period “ when the numbers of 
“ the profelytes were increasing and the maxims 
<* of the fedt were Spreading far and wide, when 
“ kingdoms felt themfelves Shaken in their foun- 
dations » when nations, aStoniShed, alked each 
** other, whence arofe the extraordinary changes 
** which had been operated among them ?” In a 
word, it was at that period when viably, and his 
difciples were conjuring a Revolution, when the 
CEconomifts were circulating and infufing their 
principles into every clafs of the people, when the 
Philosophers forejaw the Revolution , foretold it, 
and propofed the manner of accomplijhing it by means 
of a combination with the people *. 

/ From that period the convocation of the States- 
General mud have infallibly brought about the 
Revolution. The Sophiflers needed no longer to 
infpire the Magistracy with their fyftems. The 
principles were admitted, though the application 
of them might yary. The right of verifying and 
examining the laws had been recognized as 'apri- 
psitive and inalienable right inherent to the people. 

' * $ce Gudin, Svppl. to the Social ContraS. 

If 
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If the parliament in the days of its illufion only 
held this language to their Sovereign to afiert their 
Authority Rgainft his Minifters, (till the Sophiftere 
wifhed for no further declarations, to revile the 
Majtfty of Kings , and to render their authority fre~ 
carious and fuhordinate to the cafriems ftarts of an 
ignorant mob . From the right of examining to the 
right of rejc&ing, or to the right of infurre&ion, 
in fhort, to all the rights of the Revolutionary 
' Code, there was but one ftep further ; and the 

Sophiflcrs at the head of the multitude were ready 
prepared to bear down every oppofition to that 
meafure. Almoft every exifling law was null, be- 
caufe it had been made by the King without con- 
fulting the people ; and all laws might be let afide, 
be caufe the people had a right to examine diem 
anew and hence profcribe them, if fuch was their 
will and plealure. 

Of ihofe Such a onc » neverthelefs, was to be a moderate 
who fe- Revolution in the language of the Sophifters. It 

theRevo- was not onl y Magiftratts who, wrefting 

lotion, from the Sovereign his rights and transferring 
them to the people, and hoping by that means to 
enjoy the whole power in their afiemblies, were 
die abettors of this Revolution ; but alio that nu- 
merous dais of the Ariftocracy, whom we fhall 
fee hereafter carrying to the Statses-General aU 
thofe fyftems of the legiflative people; of a 
people preftrving aM the hierarchy of birth in 

their 
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their legifiative affemblies ; of a people adopt- 
ing Montefquieu’s principles only in as fer as they 
applied to, and threw the power into the hands of 
-the Ariftocracy ; in fine, this revolution was for- 
warded and fup ported by all that clals of Sophs* 
fters who, contented with having afierted the prin- 
ciples of the Legijlative and Sovereign people, were 
pkaled to continue the name of King to the firft 
minifter of that people. 

Lewis XV. was perfectly aware that he was on i t h 
the eve of loling the moft. precious rights of his 
crown. Naturally humane, and ap enemy to all adts X V. 
of authority, he was neverthelefs determined to 
tranfmit whole and unimpaired to his fucceflor the 
power which he had received on afeending the 
throne. He wifhed to die as he had lived, a 
King : He dilTolved the Parliaments, refufed to 
convoke the States-General, and never permitted 
them even to be mentioned during the remainder 
of his reign. But he knew that in reprefling the 
Magiftrates he had not cruihed the monfter of 
Revolution. He more than once exprefled his 
fears for the young Prince heir to his throne. 

He was even io much convinced that the Sophi- 
fters would make the moft violent efforts againft 
his fucceffors, that he would lay with a tone of 
diiquietude, I fbould like to know bow Berri will 
get over all this j meaning his grandfon, afterwards 
Lewis XVI. who bore the name of Berri during the 

life 
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life-time of his father, who died Dauphin. Lewis 
XV. however found means to flop the Revolution 
which menaced France during his life-time. The 
confpirators perceived it neceffary to defer their 
plans. They were content with preparing the 
people for its execution. In the mean time die 
fc£t made other eflays of a different nature, which 
(hall not be loft to Hiftory. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


EJfay of the Sopbifters againft Ariftocracy. 


The diftin&ions of King and Subjeft, of the phUo- 
Sovereign making and the Multitude obeying the 
law, were not the only points which militated the hatred 
againft the principles of a fchool that recognized Jfyefand 
no other, whether religious or political, than U- the weal- 
berty and Equality. In all civil focieties there exift n^rmany. 
men elevated above the horizontal plane of the 
multitude, men who are to be diftinguifhed by 
their rank, by their titles, or by the privileges 
granted to their birth, to their own fervices, or 
to thofe of their anceftors j men who, by the in- 
duftry of their forefathers, or by their own, have 
acquired riches and abundance, of which their fel- 
low-citizens cannot partake ; in fine, men who 
earn their bread by the fweat of their brow, while 
others enjoy the benefit of their labours in confi- 
deration of a falary which they pay them. If the 
diftin&ions of nobleman and commoner be not 
every where known, thofe of poor and rich arc 
univerfally underftood. 

What- 
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Whatever intereft the num beliefs adepts in the 
higher clafles might have had not to pufh too far 
the confequences of that Equality which they had 
applied to their God, there were many adepts in 
the lower clafies who did not partake of any fuch 
reftraint. Many of thefe latter were to be found 
in France, but a much greater number in Ger- 
many and Poland, and in many other parts of 
Europe, where the principles qf our modern So- 
phifters had gained admittance. 

As early as the year 17 66, we have feen Fre- 
deric writing to Voltaire, u That Pbilo/opby was 
“ beginning to penetrate even into fnperJBtious Bobe - 
« mia, and into Anftria> the ancient abode of Juperfti - 
“ turn," And it is to that year that we are able to 
trace the firft feeds of a plan which was to gratify 
the Sophifters with a new Republic in thoic coun- 
tries, where the diftinftions of Marquis or Clown, 
of Noble or Burgefs, of rich or poor, were W 
vanifh from before their fight. 

Confpi- The whole of what we are about to relate con- 
Auftrian* ccrn * n S this plan, and the various effays made by 
and Bo- Philofophifm to extend its branches to Auftria 
Sophifters anc * Bohemia, even to Hungary and Tranfilvania, 
mpi^the will be ex traded from two Memorials, with which 
obiCty ' we have been favoured by perfons who, being on 
the fpot, were enabled to obferve with the great- 
eft precifion the one the caufes, the other the 
effe&s, which enabled the German Sophifters ro 

glory 
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glory in having preceded our Carmagnols and 
<Sepecmbrizing butchers in their Revolutionary de- 
predations. 

Scarcely had the French Philolophifm pene- 
trated to the banks of the Moldaw, when thole- 
baneful principles of Liberty and Equality which 
formerly had led the Huffites and Thaborites to 
the enthufiaftic murder of the Clergy and Nobi- 
lity, to the laying in afhes the Cadies and Mona- 
fteries, were feen to ferment anew. A confpiracy 
was formed at Prague, and it was to break out on 
the 1 6th of May. It was cuftomary on that day 
for multitudes of the common people to throng 
into town, to celebrate the feaft of St. Jean Ne- 
pomucene. At the time of this immenfe concourfe 
of people from the country, -forne thoufands of 
armed Confpirators were fuddenly to appear j 
others were to make themfelves m afters of the 
bridge and gates ; others again were to mix among 
the people ; to harangue them, to announce the 
dawn of riling Liberty, and to exhort them to 
throw off the yoke of Slavery, and to take poflef- 
fion of thofe lands which they had fo long watered 
with the fweat of their brows, and whole fruit 
only enriched a let of tyrannical, haughty, vain, 
and idle Lords. 

Such language, it may ealily be conceived, muft 
have made a ftrong impreflion on men who, for 
the grcateft part, cultivated lands which they only 
. Vol. II. R held 
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held at the plcafure of the Lord, in confideraricm 
of fo many days work every week, employed in 
the culture of the Lord’s lands *. Arms were to 
be diftributed to this populace fuddenly heated by 
the cry of Liberty and Equality. The Lords and 
the rich were to fall the firft viftims of their 
fury j the lands diftributed to the murderers, and 

* The peafantry called Robot a were not all in an equal de- 
gree of flavery. Some held their lands for three, others for 
Soar days labour per week. However juft the conditions of 
fuch a fervitude were in themfelves, it was neverthelefs diffi- 
cult for the traveller accuftomed to other governments not to 
be perfuaded, that thefe men were very unhappy. I was of 
that opinion, when an Unexpe&ed fight nearly reconciled me 
to that mode of adminiftration. It was an immenfe granary 
belonging to the Lord. In the middle of a large hall were 
vaft heaps of corn ; around the place as many divifions as 
' there were families in the village, and each divifion contained 
the corn belonging to one family. An overfeer attended at 
the diftributions, which were made once a week. If the 
flock of any particular divifion was exhaufted, the necef&jy 
quantity was taken from the Lord’s heap for the family in 
need, who were to replace the com fo taken at the enfuing 
harveft. By this means the pooreft peafant was certain of his 
fuftenance. Let the reader decide, whether fuch a govern- 
ment may not be as good as others, where the poor man may 
often ftarve in the pofleflion of perfett Liberty. I know 
what might be wilhed for under every adminiftration ; but it 
is not the part of true Philofophy to overthrow exifting go- 
vernments in the chimerical idea of reducing, fome day or 
other, every thing to its own plans. 

Liberty 
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Liberty proclaimed, we Ihould have beheld Bohe- 
mia the firft Republican offspring of Philol'ophim. 

Secretly however as this plot was carried on, 
iome of the adepts ere long betrayed the fecret.— » 

Maria Therefa, the Emprefs Queen, found means 
of ftifling the whole, and her council behaved with 
fo much prudence and dexterity, that the public 
journals of the time fcarcely mention it. Perhaps 
the court judged wifely, and thought it prudent to 
gain over the chiefs, rather than by executions tp 
call the attention of the public to principles which 
have but too often ftained Bohemia with the blood 
of its beft inhabitants. 

Notwithftanding the very fmall fuccefs that had New 
attended their attempt, the Sophifters of the Da- fh^Au- 
nube and Moldau did not lofe all hopes of effeftu- ft ” an So * 
ating their fchemes of Equality. They invented P 
a plan which drew the Emprefs Queen into the 
delufion, and Hill more her fucceffor Jofcph II. 

- — The apparent objett of tins plan was, that pro- , 
prietors whofe lands were fo extenfive that they 
were unable to cultivate them, Ihould be obliged 
to cede a part of fuch lands to the peafantry. 

Thefe, in return, were to pay an annual rent to 
the former proprietors equal in value to the efti- 
mated revenue. Each community was to engage 
to punifli ieverely every peafant who Ihould negledt 
cither the cultivation of the land ceded, or the 
payment of the fettled rent. 

R 2 This 
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• This plan was prefented to the Empreis Queen 
with fo much art, that fhe was perfuaded it had 
no other view than the enriching of the ftate by 
favouring the induftry and encouraging the emu- 
Iution of the real cultivators. She therefore gave 
orders to various agents of government to fend in 
Memorials on the fubjeft : and herfelf tried the 
experiment by ceding fome of the crown lands on 
the aforementioned conditions. 

The Sophifters feared the delay attendant on 
fuch deliberations ; and, to haften the general exe- 
cution of their projefts, they fpread their propofi- 
tions and plans among the peafantry. Their molt 
ardent miflionary was an intriguing prieft, who ran 
to and fro throughout the country, preaching up 
this reformation of property which he thought ad- 
mirable. He found it no difficult talk to infufe a 
portion of his enthufiafm into his ruftic auditors. 
The Nobles, viewing this plan in no other light 
than as a means of defpoiling them of their pro- 
perty under the pretence of a juft compenlation, 
objected that the peafantry, become matters and 
proprietors of the land, would loon find means of 
turning the whole profit to their own ufe j and that 
Philofophifm would foon invent new reafons for 
paying no retribution whatever to the Lords (for 
would it not be doubly unjuft to carry any part of 
the produce of lands to Lords who neither culti- 
vated nor had any property in them); in fine, fhould 

it 
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ic crer pleafe the peafantry to league together and 
refiile all payments, the Lords would have loft both 
their lands and money, aad the Nobility, thus re- 
duced, would be 'able to find no other means of 
fubfiftence than by entering into the fervice of 
their quondam tenants *. 

This oppofition only contributed to ftimulate Infurrec- 
the zeal of the levelling apoftles. They had given 
the peafantry every hope of fuccefs, and it was eafy mia. 

JO irritate them againft their opponents. It was foon 
to be perceived that thofe vaflals who had always 
been fo mild and humble with refpeft to their 
Lords had now affumed a haughty and infolent 

• This may ferve to explain the theory of the French Emi- 
gration. .A friend of mine, who had exercifed an almoft 
houndlefs charity in the manor of which he was Lord, was 
nearly murdered in the general infurre&ion of 1789, by that 
peafantry which he had preferved from the inclemency of the 
foregoing winter. He was however fortunate enough to 
efcape the hands of the affaflins, and, returning to his former 
manfion, was received with acclamations of joy. On expoftu- 
lating with his tenants on the treatment he had lately re- 
ceived they begged his pardon in thefe words : faying , €< Ah 
€f Sir, we were milled ; we were made to believe that if we 
* r burnt your title deeds and got rid of you, we ihould have 
** nothing to pay, and Ihould remain proprietors of the lands 
“ we hold i but we alk pardon,” &c. He thus efcaped the 
agents, but was afterwards purfued by the revolutionary 
leaders called Deputies, and is at prefent involved in the 
general decree of death pronounced againft the Emigrants. 

T. 

R 3 mien. 
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mien. It was neceflary to re fort to punifhments, 
which only added to their complaints and murmurs. 
The Emprcfs Queen, ftill mifled by the apparent 
juflice of the plan, and the Emperor, whofe Phi- 
lofophifm and ambition fecretly enjoyed the hopes 
of humiliating the Nobility, were imprudent 
enough to receive the complaints of thofe whom 
the Lords had thought neceflary to punifh. This 
fort of connivance gave our ruftic revolters reafon 
to believe, that they had nothing to fear on the 
part of government. The Sophiftical emiffaries 
perfuaded them, that they ought to obtain by 
force what in juftice could not be refufed them. 
Such infinuations naturally produced violence, and 
in 1773, the infurredlion of the peafantry againft 
the Nobility was almoft univerfal throughout Bq» 
hernia. 

The ruftics already began to burn and pillage * 
the caftjes ; the Nobility and the rich proprietors 
were menaced with a general maflacre. The Em- 
prefs Queen came to a tardy fenfe of the fault fhe 
had committed ; but then at leaft Hie loft no time 
to crufh the growing evil. An army of 28,000 men 
received orders to march and to quell the rioters. 
The Sophifters had not had the time necelfary to 
organize their Revolutionary bands, and the re-> 
yolters were foon defeated. 

• The fate of France 1789, 

Thofe 
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Thofc parts of Pruflia and Sileiia which border 
on Bohemia had felt the commotion, and it was 
then that Frederic firft divined the intentions of 
die Sophifters. He had not courted them lb far 
as to dilband his army. He was even more refo-< 
lute than the Emprefs Queen in eradicating the 
Ipirit of revolt. He immediately hung up the 
mutineers j and our levelling Philofophifts were ftill 
obliged quietly to behold thole difgufting diftinc- 
tions of Lords and peafants, of Nobles and rich. 

But they were only pacified for the moment, and 
never loft fight of their plans. The death of the 
Emprefs Queen gave them an occafion of making 
ftill more perfidious effays for the deftruttion of the 
Nobility. 

Initiated in the Sophifticated myfteries, Jofeph jofeph 

II. had found means of combining the ideas 0 f n, ’ s .P re * 

D vention 

Liberty and Equality with thofe of the Defpot ; againfl 
and under pretence of reigning like a Philofopher, jJ^les 
levelled every thing around him, that he and his and plan 
fyftems might tower alone above the ruined plane, humbling 
With his pretended liberty of confcience, he would thcm> 
have been the greateft perfecutor of his age, had 
not the French Revolution followed him fo clofely. 

With his pretended equality, he only fought to 
vilify and plunder the Nobility, and to fling their 
fortunes into the hands of their vafials, in order 
to overthrow the laws of the Empire, and thofe 
of property as well os thofe of religion, that 
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he might not meet with a greater opposition frdm 
the Nobility than he would from their vaflals. — ■ 
With all his pretenfions to genius, the molt awful 
lcfTons were neceflary to perliiade him that the 
real tendency of this Philofophifm of Equality and 
of religious and political Liberty, was the ddlruc- 
tion of the throne as well as of the altar. 

Such was the Philofophy of that Prince : what- 
ever may have been his intentions, his innovating 
genius was unfortunate enough to furnifh the pre- 
text for a mod cruel infurrcXion againft the No- 
bility of a large portion of his dominions. The 
celerity with which he was accuftomed to make 
himfelf obeyed, may caft cruel doubts on the dila- 
tory manner in which he went to the fuccour of 
the unhappy viXims. 

All that I am about to relate concerning this 
memorable event, the atrocious memory of which 
the court of Vienna vainly attempted to ftifle, 
fhall be extracted from a relation written by Mr. 
J. Petty, an Englilh gentleman whom I knew to 
be one of thofe who had efcaped from the maf- 
facre, and is now living at Betehworth near Dark- 
ing, in the County of Surry. It was to his me- 
morial I alluded when I fpoke of one more parti- 
cularly inftruXive as to effeXs. The other, 
from which I have extracted the greater part of 
what has been already fecn in this Chapter, has a 
greater application to caufes, and fhows the con- 
nexion 
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ne&ion between thofc feds and the progrefs of 
Philofophifm and Jacobinifm in the Auftrian do- 
minions. On confidering thefe two memorials 
collectively, we fee that it was at Vienna where 
the Sophifters, under the cloak of Humanity and 
Liberty, were inventing every -means either for 
she deftru&ion of the Nobility, or to oblige the 
Lords to renounce their ancient rights over their 
vaJTals and villains, and that the orders given by 
Jofeph II. for the mode of defence of the fron- 
tiers of Tranfilvania furnifhed the means or the 
occafton for executing their plans. Thefe orders 
were fuch, that they were calculated either to rob 
the Hungarian Lords of their vaffals, or to throw 
them into open rebellion againft their mafters. 

Antecedent to this new plan adopted by the 
Emperor, the chain of troops deilined for the 
guard of the Turkilh frontiers was compofed of 
peafants or villains, who were exempted from a 
part of their ordinary labours in confideration of 
this military duty j but were not on that account 
exempt from dependence on their mailers. In the 
fpring of the year 1781, Jofeph U. fent the Major 
General Geny to Hermanftadr, with orders to 
augment the number of -thefe guards, and to put 
them on the fame footing as the rell of the Im- 
perial troops j that is to fay, in a ftatc of perfect 
independence on their former Lords. The pro- 
poled indemnifications did not, however, prevent 

numerous 
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numerous reclamations being made. What feemed 
to juftify this oppofition, and what was eafy to be 
forefeen (which perhaps might have been the 
real objed of the Sophifters), was, that the peafan- 
try flocked in crouds to be enrolled, and by that 
means enfranchize themfelves from all fu bvaMEon 
and from any fervices or duties to their Lords.— 
I muft own with truth, and in unifon with Mr: 
Petty, that the fate of the peafantry or villains was 
much aggravated by the harfhnels of lome of their 
mailers. 

Infurrec. In the mean time, until an anfwer to the reda- 
fioned'in* mat ‘ ons the Nobility and proprietors could be 
Tranfil- obtained from Vienna, the commander in chief at 
this'new Hermanlladt thought it incumbent on him to de- 
plan. clare, that thefe new enrollments Ihould be conli- 
dered as operating no change in the political fitu- 
ation of the peafantry, until further orders and in- 
ftruftions fhould be received from the Emperor. 
But thofe orders did not arrive, and the comman- 
der in chief had made his declaration too late. — 
Thole villains who had enrolled themfelves not 
only looked upon their enfranchizement as com- 
plete, but committed fuch excefies againft their 
former mailers, that the Magillrates were obliged 
to apply to the commander in chief for the revo- 
cation of all the enrollments, as the only method 
of relloring order. But the revocation proved 
ufelefs j it was well known that the Emperor had 

returned 
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returned no anfwer. The pealantry, in lieu of 
peaceably fubmitting to their injured Lords, per- 
fifted in looking upon themfelves as independent 
foldiers, 'when on a fudden there appeared a Va- 
lachian peafant of the name of Hoija who gathered 
a multitude of them around him. He, decorated 
with a large ftar and bearing a patent written in 
golden letters, declared himfelf fent by the Em- 
peror to enroll them all. He offered to put him- 
felf at their head and to reftore them to their 
liberty. The peafantry flocked to their new ge- 
neral. The Lords and Proprietors lent daily in- 
formation to the government and,, to the comman- 
der in chief at Hermanftadt of what was palling ; 
of the fecret committees which were held in dif- 
ferent parts, and of the infurreftion which was on 
the eve of burfting forth. Reproaches for their 
apprehenflons and timidity were the only anfwers 
they received. 

The day marked out by the Confpirators was Mafiacre 
approaching, and on the 3d November 1784 Mobility 
Hoija appeared at the head of four thoufand men. of Tran- 
He formed different detachments and fent them'to 
burn the caftles and murder the Lords and proprie- 
tors. Thefe forerunners of the Jacobin Galley 
Slaves of Marfeilles executed his orders with that 
fanguinary fury which they had imbibed againfl: 
the Nobility from the doftrines of Equality, and' 

the 
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the rebels foon counted 12,000 men following 
their levelling ftandards. In a very fhort fpsce 
of time fifty Noblemen were murdered. Carnage 
and defolation now fpread from county to coun- 
ty j the houies of the Nobility were every where 
burnt and ranfacked, and mere aftaffination could 
no longer fatiate their languinary fury. The urn 
happy Noblemen who fell into their hands were 
put to the moft excruciating tortures. Some were 
impaled alive, their hands and feet cut off, and 
roafted at a flow fire, for fiich is the humanity of 
levellers U — But we will not attempt to comment 
on the relation we have before us ; to ext rad; is a 
talk fufficiently diftreffing. ** Among the caftte* 
“ which were reduced to afhcs~the moft remarks- 
“ ble were thofe of the Counts D’Efterhazy and 
** Tekeli ; and of the Noblemen who were mur- 
«* dered the moft diftinguifhed were the two 
,c Counts and Brothers Rebiezi. The eldeft was 
«* fpitted and roafted •, many others of the fame 
" family, men, women and children, were cruel- 
“ ly maftacred. The unfortunate Lady Brads* 
«* fador, with whom I had fpent a few days (fays 
“ Mr. Petty), alfo fell a melancholy vidkim.— 
Thefe barbarians feized her, cut oft her hands 
and feet, and then left her to linger in that 
“ ftate till (he expired. But let us turn from Inch 
(t horrid fubjedts ; They recall to my mind per- 
<c fons forever dear to me, who fell a moft wanton 

“ facrifice 
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** facrificc to cruelty, on which I have not the 
** courage to dilate.” 

We alfo would gladly have withheld fuch bloody The con- 
recitals from our readers ; but, when compared to 
our Septembrizing Jacobins, they become mark- the anci- 
ing features in hiftory. And how much more modern 
ftriking would thefe leffons be, was it here the infnnrec- 
place to enumerate the many fimilar attacks againft againR 
the nobility with which oqr Memoirs on Ancient tt ? e N°- 
Jacobinifm are replete. We fhould there fee that 
fame Philofophifm of Liberty and Equality form- 
ing the fame plots and perpetrating the fame atro- 
cities againft that part of fociety diftinguifhed by 
its titles, rank, or riches; and the Ariftocracy 
may learn from their own hiftory the danger of en- 
couraging fophiflicated levellers, who never fawn 
on them but in hopes of tearing to pieces and de- 
vouring the whole of that clafs which is diftin- 
guifhed by riches and honors. 

In making a companion between the Jaco- 
bins of the prefent day and their forefathers, I 
ihould not conceal thofe horrid fights of noblemen 
joafting, of women mutilated, of whole families 
mafiacred, or of the palpitating members of fa- 
thers, mothers and children in T ranfilvania. Nor 
fhould I pafs over thofe cannibals of the Place 
Daupbine burning at a flow fire (on the 3d of Sep- 
tember 1792) the Countefs of Perignan and her 
daughters, Madame de Cbevres , and fo many other 

' vi&ifiis. 
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vi&ims, offering the flefh of thofe whom they had 
already butchered as food to thofe Who were next 
to be facriflced. Such horrid deeds are far from 
being novelties In the annals of the fedt *. Nof 
was it referved to the Carmagnols of Paris or of 
Tranfilvania to (how the example of fitch. cruel* 
ties. 

Thefe ftatements I know will make my reader 
fhudder with horror, but it is a falutary tremor* 
At length perhaps they will ceafe to hearken to 
thole SophiftiCal Apollles of a Liberty and Equa- 
lity lefs chimerical than atrocious, and whofo 
lyftems alfimilate man to the ferocious beads of 

# In our Hiftory of the Clergy during the French Revolution, 
we mentioned thefe atrocious fa#s of the Place Dauphine, 
which fome of our readers called in queftion, becaufe they 
had not withered them, though in Paris at the time ; but let 
It be reOolledled, it was a time when terror would fcarcelf 
permit them to raife their heads from their hiding places* 
Let themconfult the writings of Mr. Girtanner, a Swifs phy- 
fician, who was an eye witnefs to what he relates. They 
will learn that the work from which 1 had made the extra# 
was only a tranflation from his Work,, nor did I know at that 
time that the Baron de PeleJJter Fien was the tra nflator, as I 
have fince learned from himfeif. I have alfo feen Mr. Camb- 
den, chaplain to one of the Irifti regiments. He had printed 
the fame account at Liege, and declared to me that he had 
only publilhed it on the teftimony of twenty different witneffes, 
Who all affured him that Mr. Gertanner and myfelf had been 
fo far from exaggerating the fa#, that we had Hopped far 
$iort of the horrors of that fanguinary feene. 

(he 
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the fbreft. The error is too fatal j let us there- 
fore guard againft the delufions of pride by the re- 
membrance of deeds humiliating to nature itfelf. 
We have witnefled the fanguinary confequences of 
thefe vain fyftems of Liberty and Equality in our 
own times j let us venture to examine for a mo- 
ment what courfe they took in the days of our 
anceftors. 

In 1358 France had its Jacobins, and their 
fyftem was Liberty and Equality. Froiflard, one 
of the moft efteemed French Hiftorians, paints 
their conduft as follows : 

“ In the month of May 1358 France was 
« ftricken with a ftrange defolation. Some country 
« people, without a chief, and at firft not one 
** hundred in number, affembled in the Beau- 
« voifis, declaring that the nobility were a difhonor 
** to the natio/i, and that it would be a meritorious 
“ a£t to deftroy them all. Their companions 
“ anfwered, f It is true, and evil fall upon the 
" man who fhall not do his utmoft to deftroy 
“ the nobility.’ They then gathered together, 
« having no other arms than fticks tipped with. 
“ iron, and knives, and immediately proceeded 
“ to the neighbouring manfion of a nobleman. 
“ After having murdered him, his wife and chil- 
“ drcn, not fparing the infant babes, they fet fire 
“ to his houfe. They then proceeded to another 
" caftk* where feizing on the Chevalier, they of- 
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** fcred violence to his wife and daughter, and af- 
«* terwards murdered them in his prefence, with 
ct the reft of his children ; they then butchered 
** him, and levelled his caftle with the ground. 
** They treated feveral other country houfes and 
** caftles in the lame manner. Their numbers in- 
“ creafed to fix thouland, and they were joined 
“ every where as they went by their equals j the 
** others fled through terror, carrying their wives 
** and children with them to the diftance of ten or 
" twenty leagues, leaving their houfes and valu- 
** ables at the mercy of the robbers. Thefe wicked 
“ wretches, without chiefs, buffetted, burnt, and 
« f maflacred every nobleman they met with, and 
“ offered the molt unheard-of violences to the 
“ wives and daughters of their victims. He who 
** committed the greateft exceffes and horrors 
“ (deeds thatneither can nor ought to be deferibed) 
** was the moft exalted among them, and looked 
“ upon as the moft diftinguilhed leader. I could 
“ not date recite the treatment which women 
<f met with from them. Among other horrors 
** which they committed, they feized a noble- 
“ man, murdered him, fpitted him, and roafted 
“ him in the prefence of his wife and children*. 

“ They 

• When the unfortunate Chevalier Dillon was murdered by 
his own foldiers at Lifle, after having made him languilh from 
nine in the ^morning till feven at night with a broken thigh 
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* f They forced this unhappy woman to eat of the 
lr flefh of her hufband, and then made her under* 
“ go a moft (hocking death. 

** Thefc wicked wretches burnt and deflroyed 
** abdve fixty jaftles in the Beauvoidn and in the 
** neighbourhood of Corbie, Amiens, and Mont- 
w didier. They deftroyed above a hundred in 
“ the county of Valois, and the bilhopricks of 
* l Laon, Noyon, and Soilfons 

It is worthy of remark, that when thefe wretches 
were aflced what . induced them to commit fuch 
horrors, they anfwered, *That they did not know.’ 
Such was the precife anfwer which our firft incen- 
diaries gave when a(ked why they burned the 
Cattles ; fuch alfo would have been the anfwer of 
our T ranfilvanian Carmagnoles. Whence did that 

from a piitol ball which one of the cuiraffiers under his com- 
mand had fired at him in the field. As he entered the gates 
of Lille he received three more lhots, which put an end to hit 
exigence, and his body was dragged to the Grande Place > <wberi 
U was roofed, and pieces of bis jUJb fold fir tvto-peuct and three, 
pence so the fl under s -by. On the rith of Augufl, I was eye* 
witnefs to the burning of the bodies of many of the Swifs in 
large bonfires, made of tlje wood- work of the guard-houfes 
and out-houfes of the Thuilleries, while men covered with 
blood and fmoke were beating down with long poles the 
flefh which bloated up from the heat. Large piles of burnt 
bones lay by the fires. Which had been kindled foon after the 
attack upon the palace the day before, which proved that fuch 
had been their amufement during the preceding night. T. 

# FroifTard’s Chronicle, Ed. of Lyons 1^59, Chap. 182. 
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down Who became their chief procure his ftar and 
his patents written in golden letters ? Who had 
forged them, if not the fame fed that in 1789 
forged the pretended orders of Lewis XVI. fent 
to the peafantiy in Dauphine to bum the caftlcs 
and chafe the nobles ? The pretext was every 
where the feme, and the like evils flowed from 
the fame, though bidden , Jource. 

Befidcs, there is a mod; terrible cloud impending 
over this infurreftion of the peafantiy in Tranfil- 
vania againft the nobility. In the commencement 
the government of Hermanftadt refufed to fend 
fuccours on pretence that their alarms were 
groundlefs, when it was impoflible jto deny the 
horrors committed by the infurgents. Soldiers 
were fent, but without orders to aft. At firft ap- 
pearance one would have thought they were in an 
underftanding with the banditti, who continued 
their devaluations without fearing to be repreffed 
by the foldiery. The troops, having no orders, 
were reduced to be tranquil ipeftators of the 
caftlcs in flames (the incendiaries even marching 
before them), and heard the unhappy victims 
calling for fuccour in the agonies of death, but in 
vain •, they had not the power to aft. At length 
fuch of the nobles as had efcaped the general maf- 
facre, being joined by thofe of the neighbouring 
counties, formed themfelves into a body, marched 
againft the infurgents, and defeated them in va- 
rious 
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fious encounters ; and Horja, with his followers 
who were ftill numerous, waB obliged to retire 
into the mountains. He there gathered frelh 
forces, and renewed his devaftating and fanguinary 
Courfe. Then at leaft it was impoffible not to give 
the troops orders to aft. But the cloud becomes 
ftill more impenetrable. When the infurgents 
pillaged Abru^-Banga the Caiffe tTEfcompte be- 
longing to the Royal Chamber fell into their 
hands i but they would not touch it becaufe it 
belonged to the Emperor : And foon after a de- 
tachment of a Lieutenant and only twenty-four 
men came to efcort the cheft to Zalatna. On 
their march a numerous party of Horja’s followers 
might have feized it agaih, when one of the infur- 
gents advancing propofed a parly between their 
Chief and the Lieutenant. The Chief advanced, 
laying, « We are not to be confidered as rebels. 

We love and adore the Emperor in whole fer- 
11 vice we are. Our lole objeft is to throw off 
“ the tyrannical yoke of the nobility, which we 
** can bear no longer. Go and tell the Officers 
** of the Chamber of Zalatna, that they have no- 
" thing to fear from us.” 

Notwithftanding the fidelity with which they 
adhered to their promife, it was neceflary to order 
the troops to aft •, and in various encounters many 
prifoners were made from the infurgenrs. I could 
Wilh that it had fallen to my talk to praife the gc- 
S a nerofity 
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nerofity of the nobility on this occaGon. But my 
Hiftorian accufes them of having cruelly revenged 
themfelves on a multitude of unhappy perfons, 
who had only joined the revolters through com- 
pulGon. A cruel Magiftrate condemned them all 
indifcriminately, and b fuch numbers, that an 
Auftrian Major threatened to make him refpon- 
fible to the Emperor for all the innocent blood 
which he had fpilt. 

This harih treatment of the prifoners Simulated 
Horja and his followers to new cruelties againft the 
nobility. He intrenched himfelf again in the 
mountabs, and they in vain offered him a general 
amnefty. He was beginning to renew his depre- 
dations the following year, when he was taken by 
a ftratagem. The bfurgents, difeoncerted, craved 
peace, and laid down their arms. 

Such was the conclufion of a conlpiracy, which 
was no more than an eflay made in thole diftant 
provinces by the Sophifters of Liberty and Equa- 
lity of what they were contriving elfewhere, to 
level every head which towered above the vulgar.- 
The apparent caufe, and which might have greatly 
contributed in reality, was the exceflive abufe of 
their rights and the Oppreflion over their vaffals 
exercifed by the nobility of Tranfilvania. The 
tone of moderation and veracity with which the 
relation wc have followed is written, leaves no 
room to doubt of thefe oppreffions i and in riw* 

point 
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point of view this terrible infurrcdion would be 
foreign to the objcd of our memoirs. But the 
iniurredian of the negroes may alfo be attributed 
to the harfhnefs of the treatment they underwent ; 
yet it is neverthelefs univerfally known, that all 
the atrocious crimes and barbarities committed by 
die infurgent (laves ag&inft their mailers at St. Do- 
mingo, Martin o, and Guadaloupe, are to be 
traced to the plots combined by the levelling So- 
philters in Paris. 

It is precifely in a fimilar light diat die infur* 
redion in Tranfilvania is reprefcnted in a narrative 
which we received from a perfon who wa6 more in 
the way of obferving the progrefs of Philofophifm 
in Vienna and the other Auftrian dominions. He 
was acquainted with their plots, he refuted the 
pretences, and fbrcfaw the fatal confequences j he 
even more than once declared them to the Au- 
ftrian government ; but he was not more hearken- 
ed to than many others whofe words have been 
but too fatally verified by the horrid Revolution. 

In the memoirs of this accurate obferver on the 
infurredion of Tranfilvania, I fee him combine 
the efforts of our modern Sophifters with thofe of 
a fed long fince lurking in the Occult Lodges of 
Free-mafonry. 

At the epoch we are now deferibing fuch in- 
deed was the union between the Sophifters and the 
Craft, and fuch was the mutual fuccour which they 
S 3 lent 
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lent to each other, that it was impoffible to develop 
the progrefe of the one without feeking the origin 
of the otljer, without expofing their common ha- 
treds and pommon fyftems, and the combinations 
of their' mutual plots into one and the iame con- 
{piracy againft Chrift and his altars, again/1 Kings, 
and their thrones. Our object therefore in the 
remaining chapters will be, to reveal themyfteries 
of Free mafonry, to explain the means and fuc- 
cours it afforded to the modern Sophiftcrs in the 
French Revolution, and to IhQw how fatal their 
union has already been, and how much it threaten^ 
the focial order of the whole world. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Of the General Secret, or Lejfer Myfteries, of 
Free-mafonry. 


In treating of Free-mafonry truth and juftice ri- 
gorously compel us to begin with an exception 
that exculpates the greater part of thofe brethren 
who have been initiated, and who would haye con- 
ceived a juft horror for this affociation, had they 
been able to forefee that it could ever make them 
contrail obligations which militated againft the du- 
ties of the religious man and of the true citizen. 

England in particular is full of thofe upright of En- 

men, who, excellent Citizens, and of all ftations, f ,ah *** 

sons* 

are proud of being Mafons, and who may be diftin- 
guilhed from the others by ties which only appear 
to unite them more dofely in the bonds of cha- 
rity and fraternal affettion. It is not the fear of 
offending a nation in which I have found an afy- 
lum that has fuggefted this exception. Gratitude 
on the contrary would filence every vain terror, 
and I fhould be feen exclaiming in the very ftreets 
of London that England was loft, that i$ could not 
.efcapc the French Revolution, if its Free-mafon 

S 4 Lodges 
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Lodges were fimilar to thole of which I am about 
to treat I would fay more, that Chriftianity and 
all government would have long been at an end in 
England, if it could be even fuppofed that her 
Mafons were initiated into the laft myfteries of the 
feft. Long fincc have their Lodges been Effi- 
ciently numerous to execute fuch a defign, had 
the Englifh Mafons adopted either the means or 
die plans and plots of the Occult Lodges. 

This argument alone might fuffice to except 
the Englifh Mafons in general from what I have 
to fay of the fed. But there cxift many paffagej 
in the hiftory of Mafonry which necelfitate this 
exception. The following appears convincing.—* 
At die time«wben the Illumines of Germany, the 
raoft deteftable of the Jacobin crew, were feeking 
to llrengthen their party by that of Mafonry, they 
affe&ed a fovereign contempt for the Englifh 
Lodges. In the letters of Philo to Spartacus we 
fee the Englifh adepts arriving in Germany from 
London dawbed all over Yrith the ribbands and 
emblems of their degrees, but void of thofe plans 
and projects againft the altar and the crown which 
tend direftly to the point. When I (hall have given 
the hiftory of thefe Illumines die reader will eaft ly 
judge whatr immenfe weight fuch a teftimony car- 
ries with it, in favour of the Englifh Lodges* It 
is glorious for them to fee themfelves delpifed by 

the 
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the moft unrelenting enemies of the altar, of the 
throne, and of all focicty *. 

For a coofiderable length of time a fimilar ex- Excep- 
peption might have been made of the generality ^fplftw 
of Lodges- both in France and Germany. Some other 
of them not only publilhed proteftations, but re- countne * 
ceded from Mafonry as foon as. they perceived it 
to be infe&ed by thofe revolutionary principles 
which the Illumines had infilled among the bre- 
thren f. In £hort the number of exceptions to be 
made for upright Mafons is beyond the concep- 
tion of thofe who are not thoroughly acquainted • 
with the principles and proceedings of the left. — 

In fa£t, how is it pofiible to conceive, that in fo 
numerous an allocution, where its members are 
united by bonds and oaths to which they are moft 
religioufly attached, fo very few of its adepts 
fhould be acquainted with the grand objed of the 
fflociation itfelf? This enigma would have been 
eafily underftood had we publilhed (as we hope 
to do) the hiftory of antient Jacobinifm with that 
of the middle age, before we had digefted xhcHe 
memoirs of modern Jacobinifm. But to fupply 
this deficiency, and to methodize our ideas on this 
famous affociation, we will begin by treating of 

* See letter of Philo to Spartacus. 
f Seethe fpeecb of a Mailer pronounced in a Bavarian 
Lodge, 

the 
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the fecret which is common to all the degrees, 
that is to fay, of what may be called the lefler 
myfteries ; and thence proceeding to the fecret and 
dodrine of the Occult Lodges, we will treat of 
the grand myfteries of Mafonry. We will alfo 
treat of its origin and of its propagation ; in fine, 
of its coalition with the confpiring Sophifters, and 
of the means it afforded them of executing their 
plans againll the altar and the throne. 

The |e- Until the 1 2th of Auguft 1792, the French Ja- 
* era jr* cobins had only dated the annals of their Revolu- 

cret df- 1 

covend tion by the years of their pretended Liberty . On 
MaibM ^st day Lewis XVI. who had been declared forty- 
them- eight hours before to have forfeited his right to 
the crown, was carried prifoner to the Tower of 
the Temple (fo called becaufe it formerly be- 
' longed to the Knights Templars). On that day 
the rebel aflembly decreed, that to the date of 
liberty, the date of Equality Ihould be added in 
future in all public a£ts, and the decree itfelf was 
dated the fourth year of liberty, the firft year and 
farft day of Equality. 

It was on that day, for the firft time, that the 
fecret of* Free-mafonry was made public; that 
fecret fo dear to them, and which they preferved 
with all the folemnity of the raoft inviolable oath. 
At the reading of this famous decree, they ex- 
claimed, * We have at length fucceeded, and France 
is no other than an immenfe lodge. The whole 

French 
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French people are Free-raafons, and die whole 
tujfvcrfe will foon follow their example.* 

I witnefied this enthufialm, I heard the conver- 
fetions to which it give rife. I f aw Mafons, 
till then the mod referred, who freely and openly 
declared, “ Yes, at length the grand objedk of 
“ Free-mafonry is accompliflied, Equality and 
« Liberty ■, all men are equal and brothers j all 
“ ** are ft"' That was the whole fubftancc of 
“ our dodlrine, the objedt of our wifhes, ths 
« WHOI.E of our GRAND s«cret.” Such was the 
language I heard foil from the moft zealous 
Mafons, from thofe whom I have feen decorated 
with all the infignia of the deepeft Mafonry, and 
Who enjoyed the rights of Venerable to prefide 
oyer Lodges. I have heard them exprefs them- 
felyes in this manner before thofe whom Mafons 
would call the prophane, without requiring the 
fmalleft fecregy either from the men or women 
prefent. They foid it in a tone as if they wilhed 
all France fhould be acquainted with this glorious 
achievement of Mafonry ; as if it were to recog- 
nize in them its benefadtors and the authors of 
that Revolution of Liberty and Equality qf which its 
had given fo grand an example to all Europe. 

Such in reality was the general fecret of the Free- 
mafons. It was fimilar to what in the games of 
the ancients were called the lefler myfteries, corn- 
won to all degrees •, and though the word exprefled 

the 
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the whole, it was not wholly underftood by all.— 
Its progrdfive explanation, while it renders k in- 
nocent in fome, renders it monftrous in others^— 
In the mean time, before we have accounted for 
this difference, let not the Mafon, whatever may 
be bis degree, inculpate us if as in Paris this fa- 
mous fecret ceafes to continue one. Too many of 
the prophane were acquainted with it in that Re- 
volutionary country, for it to remain a fecret in 
others. Even thofe in England who may ftill 
wilh to keep it, will vainly objeft that we have 
been miffed ; they will foon fee whether it was 
poffible for us to be fo. Were we deftitute of 
other evidence, we might fefely affcrt, that thole 
Mafons did not miflead us, who were a floated by 
no other paffion than that of the glory of the fed 
when they revealed thofe myfteries which when 
fecure of their execution ceafed to be myfterious. 
Thole again did not miffead us, who, formerly 
initiated into thofe myfteries, at length owned that 
they had been dupes : That all that Liberty and 
Equality which they had treated as mere play had 
already proved a moft defperate game for their 
country, and might bring ruin on the whole uni- 
verfe. And I have met with many of thcfe adepts 
fince the Revolution, both in France and eHe- 
where, who had formerly been zealous Mafons, 
but latterly confrfling with bitternefs this fetal fc- 
cret, which reduces the whole fcience of Malbnryi 

like 
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like! the French Revolution, to thefc two words' 
Liberty and Equality. 

I once more conjure the upright Mafons not to 
look upon themfelves as accufed of wifhing to 
eftablifh a fimilar Revolution. When I {hall have 

I 

verified this article of their dodrine, the eflence 
and the balis of all their myfteries, I will fhow 
hoW it came to pafs that fo many noble and virtu- 
ous characters were initiated without even fufpedt- 
ing the ultimate delign. But for the . hiftory of 
the Revolution, it is neceflaiy that the molt diftant 
doubt foould not fubfift as to this fundamental 
feeret. If this were not made clear, it would be 
impoflible for the reader to comprehend the help 
which the Sophifters of Rebellion and Impiety 
acquired from Mafonry. I lhall therefore feek Other 
other proofs befide thefc avowals, which many 
others mult have heard like me from the adepts, 
lince their fuccelies in France had made them re- 
gard fecrecy in future as fuperfluous. 

Antecedent to thefc avowals, there was an ealy 
method of difeovering that Liberty and Equality 
were the grand obje&s of Mafonry. The very 
name of Free - mafon carries with it the idea of 
Liberty , as to Equality it was difguifed under the 
term Fraternity , which has nearly a fimilar figni- 
fication. But who has not heard the Mafon brag 
of the Equality which reigned in their Lodges, 
where Princes and Nobles, the rich and the poor, 

all 
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•11 were equal, all were brothers; That diftinttions 
of rank no longer exifted when once galled the 
Tyler * ; and that the foie appellation uled among 
them was that of Brother, the only name alfo which 
gives us an idea of perfect Equality. 

■ It is true, that it Was expreisly forbidden to any 
Mafon ever to write theft two words Liberty and 
Equality confecutively, or- give the leaffc hint that 
their fecret refided in the union of theft two grand 
principles j and that law was fo exaftly obftrvcd 
by their writers, that I do not Remember ever to 
have ften it tranfgrcffed among the numerous 
volumes which I have read, though of the moft 
fccret fort, on the different degrees. Mirabeau 
himfelf, when he pretended to reveal the fecrets 
of Mafonry, only dared reveal them in part. The 
order of Free-mafonry, which is fpread all over 
the world, he fay6, has for its objects. Charity, 
Equality of ftations, and perfect harmony j-.— 
Though this Equality of ftations feems pretty well 
to denote the Liberty which muff exift in this 
Equality, hill Mirabeau, who was a Mafon him- 
felf, knew that the time was not yet come, . when 
his brethren would pardon him for avowing that 
in thefe two words confided their general fecret} 

* The Officer Handing at the door with a drawn fword to 
receive the lign, .and admit only the real Members. 

f Eflay on the Illumines, Chap. 15. 

but 
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'•but this very refervednefs fufficiently denotes how 
much .both the one and the other were held preci- 
ous in their myfteries. If we refer to the hymns 
and fongs fung in chorus at their feftivals, we lhall 
generally find fome verfcs or ftanza in honour of 
Liberty or of Equality *. In the lame way we 
may often remark either the one or the other to 
be the fubjeft of the difcourles they have pro- 
nounced, and which are fometimes printed. 

Were I even deprived of thefe proofs, ftill it 
would be incumbent on me to declare what per- 
fonal knowledge I may have acquired. 

Though I have feen fo many Maions who lince 
the famous decree of Equality have (poken in the 
mod open manner of this famous fecret (though 
the oath which they had taken Ihould have made 
them more referved on it than me, who never 
took any oath either in their Lodges, or to the Re- 
volution of Liberty and Equality), I ihould never- 
thelefs be perfeftly filcnt on all that I have wit- 

• It is for this reafon, that amidft all their encomiums on 
benevolence, which is the chief object of their fongs, we fee 
the Englilh always add fotne lines in the fenfe of the follow- 
ing; 

Mafons have long been free. 

And may they ever be, &c. 

Princes and Kings our brothers are, 8cC, 

Thefe lines, however, notwithftanding their tendency to 
Liberty and Equality, are not to be undcrftood in a Jacobinai 
light in the mouth of an Englilh Mafon, 

; . ' neffed. 
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Tielfed, were I not thoroughly convinced how much 
it imported all nations, to be acquainted With the 
ultimate tendency of Mafonry. I (hould be fbrry 
to lee thoufands of upright Mafons, specially in 
England, take offence at the difeove/y of their 
lecret; but fuch virtuous and upright men are not 
thofe who would prefer the vain-glory of their 
fecret to the public welfare, or to the proper pre- 
cautions to be taken againft the abufes of Ma- 
lonry ; in a word againft an abominable left who, 
under the pretence of virtue, wilh to miQead the 
univerfe. I lhall fpeak openly and without the 
fear of difpleafing thofe Mafons whom I efteem 
and revere ; and lhall but little trouble myfelf 
about the difpleafure of others whole perfons I 
contemn and whole plots I abhor. 

TheAu- During the laft twenty years it was difficulty 
totted* 1 * cf P eclall y ' n Paris, to meet perfons who did not 
to the belong to the fociety of Mafonry. I was acquaint- 
ed how? cd man y> and fottie were my intimate friends. 

Thefe, with all that zeal common to young adepts, 
frequently prefled me to become one of their bro- 
therhood. As I conftantly refufed, they under- 
took to enroll me notwithftanding my refulal.-— 
The plan fettled, I was invited to dinner at a 
friend’s houfe and was the only prophane in the 
rnidft of a large party of Mafons. Dinner over 
and the fervants ordered to withdraw, it was pro- 
poied to form themfelves into a Lodge, and to ini- 
tiate 
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date me. I perfifted in my refufal, and particu- 
larly refufcd to take the oath of keeping a fecret, 
the very object of which was unknown to me. 
They difpenfed with the oath, but 1 ftill refufed. 
They became more preffing, telling me that Ma- 
fonry was perfectly innocent, and that its morality 
was unobjectionable : In reply, I afked whether it 
was better than that of the Gofpel. They Only 
anfwered by forming themfelves into a Lodge, 
when, began all thofe grimaces and childiih cere- 
monies which are deferibed in books of Mafonry, 
fuch as Jachin and Boaz. I attempted to make 
my efcape, but in vain } the apartment was very 
extenlivc, the houfe in a retired Gtuation, the fer- 
vants in the fecret, and all the doors locked. I 
am queftioned, and anfwer moft of the queftions 
' laughing. I am received Apprentice and imme- 
diately after Fellow-craft. Having received theft 
two degrees, I was informed that a third was to 
be conferred on me. On this 1 am conducted into 
a large room. There the feene changes, and 
takes a more ferious appearance. And though 
they difpenfed with my Undergoing all the more 
toillome teds, they neverthelels were not {paring 
in a multitude of tirefotne and infignificant quef* 
tions. 

On finding myfelf obliged to go through this 
farce, I had taken care to fay, that fince they had 

Vol. II. T cut 
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cut off every means of retreat, I was forced to 
fubmit ; but that, if I perceived any thing either 
ag&inft honour or confcience, they fhould foon find 
with whom they had to deal. 

As yet I had only perceived a mere chiklilh 
play and burlefque ceremonies, in fpite of all the 
gravity which the brethren affe&ed ; but' I had 
given no offence by any of my anfwers. At length 
the Venerable with the utmoft gravity put the fol« 
lowing queftion : " Brother, are you difpofed to 
“ execute all the orders of the Grand-Mafter, 
** though you were to receive contrary orders 
* f from a Xing, an Emperor* or any other Sove- 
“ reign whatever ?” My anfwer was “ No.”— 
“ What No,” replies the Venerable with furprizet 
** Are you only entered among us to betray our 
«* fccrets ! Would you hefitate. between the inter- 
" efts of Mafonry and thofe of the prophane ?— 
** You are not aware then that there is not one of 
** our fwords but is ready to pierce die heart of a 
traitor.” Notwithftanding the gravity with 
which this queftion was put, and the menaces 
which accompanied it, 1 could not perfiiade my- 
felf that he was in earned: j Jjut I ftill continued to 
anfwer in the negative, and replied, as may eafily 
be imagined, “ That it was rather extraordinary 
<c to fuppofe that I who had only been brought in 
“ by force could ever have come there in order 

“ to 
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H to betray the fecrets of Mafonry.' You talk of 
" lecrets, and you have told me none. If ia 
** ordef to be initiated I tmift promife to obey a 
“ man that I know not, and if the intertfts of 
<( Mafonry can be a bar to any part of my duty, 
“ good day to you Gentlemen. It is not too late 
“ as yet. I know nothing of your myfteries, nor 
ct do I wilh to know more of them.” 

This anfwer did not difconcert the Venerable in 
the lead, ancf he continued to aft his part perfeftly 
well ; he prefled me mote eatneftly, and renewed 
his threats. I certainly believed the whole to be a 
farce ; but even in joke I would not prdmife obe- 
dience to their Grand Matter, efpecially. on the 
fuppofition that his commands could ever be con- 
trary to thofc of the Sovereign. I replied once 
more, “ Gentlemen, of Brethren, I told you be- 
** fore, that if there was any thing in your games 
** either againft honor or confcience, you lhould 
“ learn whom you had to deal with. We are now 
“ come to the point. You may do what you 
“ pleafe with me, but you lhall never make me 
“ aflfent to fuch a propofition i and once more I 
“ lay No.” 

Every one kept the naoft profound lilehce ex- 
cept the Venerable, though they were much 
amufed with the feene. It at length grew more 
ferious between the Venerable and me. He Would 

T a not 
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not give up the point, and, renewing his queftioB 
over and over again, he was in hopes, by tiring 
my patience, to extort a Yxs. At length I found 
myfelf quite wearied out. I was blindfold, 1 tore 
off die bandage, threw it upon die ground, and 
damping with my foot, called out No, with every 
fign of impatience. Immediately the whole Lodge 
dap their hands in fign of applaufe, and the Ve- 
nerable compliments me on my conllancy. “ Such 
** are the men for us, men of refolutidn and cou- 
«* rage.*’— What,” faid I, “ men of refolution! 
•* And how many do you find who refift your 
“ threats ! You yourfelves, gentlemen, have not 
H you all faid Yes to this queltion : and if you 
“ have faid it, how is it pofiible that you can per* 
" fuade me that your myllcries contain nothing 
“ againft honor or confcience.” 

The tone l afifumed had thrown the Lodge into 
confufion. The brethren furrounded me, telling 
me I had taken things too much in earned, and in 
too literal a fenfe : that they never had pretended 
to engage in any thing contrary to the duties of 
every true Frenchman, and that in fpite of all my 
refiftance I ftiould neverthelefs be admitted. The 
Venerable foon reftored order with a few ftrokes 
of his mallet. He then informed me that I was 
palled to the degree of Mafter , adding, that if the 
fecret was not given to me, it was only becaufc a 

more 
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Inore regular lodge, and held with die ordinary 
ceremonies, was neceflary on fuch an occafion. Ia 
the mean while he gave me the figns and the pals 
words for die third degree, as he had done for the 
other two. This was fufficient to enable me to 
be admitted into a regular Lodge, and now we 
were all brethren. As for me, I had been meta- 
morphofed into apprentice , fellow-craft , and mafter 
in one evening, without having ever dreamt of it 
in the morning. 

I was too well acquainted with thole who had re* 
ceived me, not to believe their protection fin- 
cere, when they declared that they had never pre- 
tended to engage in any thing contrary to their 
duty. And in juftice I am bound to declare, that, 
excepting the Venerable, who turned out a violent 
Jacobin, they all ffiowed themfelves loyal fubjefts 
at the Revolution, I promiled to be prelent at a 
regular meeting, provided the oath was never 
mentioned to me. They promifed that it never 
Ihould be infilled on, and they kept their words* 
They only requeued that I would inferibe my 
name on the lift, that it might be lent to the 
Grand Lodge of the Eaft. I refufed again, and 
alked time to confider qf it; and when I had diffi- 
dently attended to fee what thefe Lodges were I 
retired, without even contenting tq inferibe my 
flame, 

Tj On 
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On my firft appearance in a regular Lodge, T 
was quit for a fine fpeech on Mafoiiry, of which I 
'knew but little at that time, fo chiefly dwelt upon 
fraternity, and on the pleafurc of living with 
brethren. 

They had agreed on that day to receive an ap- 
prentice, who was to have the fecret given him 
with all the ordinary forms, in order that 1 might 
learn it, though only a fpeftator. It would be 
ufelefs to fwell this chapter by deferibing the cere- 
monial and the trials on fuch occafions. In the 
firft degrees, they appear to be nothing more than 
a childilh play. I may refer my readers to the 
Key of Mafonry (La Clef de Masons) or to the 
Free-mafons Catechifm, and fome other books of 
the fort, which are perfectly exadt as to the cere- 
monial of the three degrees which I received and 
faw conferred upon others, excepting in fome very 
fmall points of no confcquence. 

The grand objedt for me was to learn the fa- 
mous fecret of Mafonry. The moment at length 
comes when the poftulant is ordered to approach 
nearer to the Venerable. Then the brethren who 
had been armed with fwords for the occafion draw- 
ing up in two lines held their fwords elevated, 
leaning the points' toward each other, and formed 
what in Mafonry is called the arch of ft eel. The 
candidate palfes under this arch to a fort of altar 

elevated 
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elevated on two fteps, at the fartheft end of the 
Lodge. The Matter, feated in an arm chair, or a 
fort of throne, behind this altar, pronounced a long 
diicourfe on the inviolability of the fecret which 
was to be imparted, and on the danger of breaking 
the oath which the candidate was going to take. 

He pointed to the naked (words which were al- 
ways ready to pierce the breaft of the traitor, and 
declared to him that it was impottible to efcape 
their vengeance. The candidate then fwears, 

“ that rather than betray the fecret, he confents 
« to have his head cut off, his heart and entrails 
“ torn out, and his afhes caft before the wind.” 

Having taken the oath the Matter faid the follow- 
ing words to him, which the reader may eattly con- 
ceive have not efcaped my memory, as I had ex- 
pedted them with fo much impatience, “ My dear 
“ brother, the fecret of Mafonry confifts in thefe 
” words. Equality and Liberty } all men are 
** equal and free\ all men are brethren,’' The Ma- 
tter did not utter another fyllable,' and every body 
embraced the new brother equal and free. The 
Lodge broke up, and we gayly adjourned to a ' 
Mafonic repaft. 

I was fo far from fufpedting any further meaning 
in this famous fecret, that I could fcarcely refrain 
from burfting into a fit of laughter on hearing it, 
and with the greateft fimplicity told thofe who had 

T 4 intro- 
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introduced me, If that was all their fecret, I had 
known k a long time. 

And certainly there was no occafion for being a 
malbn to learn that man is not born for flavcry, 
but to enjoy a tru4 Liberty under the empire of the 
laws ; or if they underftand by Equality that as wo 
are the children of one common parent, the crea- 
tures of the fame God, we are to love and help 
each other as brethren ; fuch truths certainly are 
better taught in the Gofpel than by the ehiMiflt 
rites of Mafonry. I muft fay, that though the 
Lodge was numeroufly attended, I did not lee a 
Angle craftfman who gave any other interpretation 
to this famous fecret. The reader will fee that it 
was neceflary to go through many other degrees 
before they were initiated into a very different 
Liberty and Equality, and even that many who 
rofe to higher degrees were never initiated into 
the ultimare fenfe of their famous fecret. 

Let not people be furprized that EngKlh Ma- 
lonry ihould be chiefly compofed of good and loyal 
fubjefts, whofe main object is mutually to help 
each other on the principles of Equality, which 
with them is nothing more than Fraternity. Few 
Englilh craftfmen are acquainted with more than 
the three firft degrees already mentioned j and the 
reader may reft allured, that with the exception 
of the imprudent queftion on obedience to the 

Grand 
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Grand Matter of the Order, there is nothing which 
can render the fecrec dangerous, were it not for 
the Jacobin interpretation. The Engliih good 
fcnfe has banilbed fuch an explanation. I have 
even heard of a refolution taken by fome of the 
chief craftfmen, of reje&ing all thofe who might 
feek to introduce the revolutionary liberty among 
them. I have read molt excellent difeourfes and 
lectures on the avoiding of abyfes, in the hiltory 
of their Malonry. I have there feen the Grand 
Matter telling the brethren that the true Equality 
of the craft, does not authorize the brother whep 
out of the Lodge to derogate from that relpedl and 
deference due to the rank which any perfon bears 
in the world, or their different political degrees 
and titles. I have alfo remarked in the iecret in- 
ftrudtions of the Grand Matter many excellent 
Je&ures to conciliate the Liberty and Equality of 
the craft, with fidelity and fubmiflion to the laws, 
in fhort, with all the duties of a loyal fubjedt *. 

Hence it arifes, that though the Engliih have every 
thing in common with the craft of other nations, 
as far as the degree of Matter inclufive j though 
they have the fame fecret, the fame word, and the 
fame figns to know each other by, yet as they 
generally ftop at this degree, they never are ini— 

• See the ill part of the Hiltory of Engliih Malonry. 

dated 
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dated into the grand myfteries ; or we Giould 
perhaps be more correct, if we Cud they had re- 
jected them. They have found means of puri- 
fying Mafonry. We (hall foon fee how little thefe 
grand myfteries could agree with the character 
of a nation which has given fo many proofs of its 
wifdom. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. X. 

Of the Grand Myfleries or Secrets of tbt 
' Occult Lodges. 

We co'mprehend under the defignation of Oc- 
cult Lodges, or the higher degrees of Mafonry, all 
Free-mafons in general who, after having paft 
the firft three degrees of Apprentice, Fellowcraft , 
and Mafter, fhow fufficient zeal to be admitted 
into the higher degrees, where the veil is rent objeft of 
afunder, where emblematical and allegorical figures 
are thrown afide, and where the twofold principle 
of Liberty and Equality is unequivocally explained 
by war againft Cbrijl and bis Altars, war againft 
Kings and tbeir Thrones ! ! / In demonftrating that 
fuch is the refult of the grand - myfteries of the 
Craft, it will not be the want, but the multiplicity 
of proofs that will embarrafi. us. Thefc alone 
would fill a large volume, and we wilh to comprize 
them in this chapter. The reader will at leaft 
difpenfe with the emblems, oaths, ceremonies, and 
trials which are peculiar to each of theie higher 
degrees. To Ihow their laft objed and to develop 
their dodrine is the eflential point, and what we 
lhall always have in view. We lhall begin by 

general 
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general obfeprations, which will enable the reader 
to follow thefe myfteries more accurately, accord- 
ing as they are explained.' 

Gesenl Notwithftanding that in the firft degrees of Ma* 
*5^°“ Ibnry every thing appears to partake of puerile in- 
cutting ventions, they neverthelefs contain many things 
which the fe& have thrown out, merely to obferve 
the impreflion which they made on the young 
adepts, and to judge from thence to what lengths 
they may be led. 

i ft. It declares the grand objedb it has in view 
to be at one time, the raifing of templet to virtue \ 
end the excavating of dungeons for vice ; at another, 
to bring the adepts to light , and deliver them from 
the darknefs with which the prophane are cncom- 
paffed j and by the propbane are underftood the re- 
mainder of the univerfe. This promife is con- 
tained in the firft Catechifm of the Craft, and 
none will deny it. Neverthelefs, this promife 
alone fufficiently indicates that the Craft ac- 
knowledge a morality and teach a doctrine 
which brands Chrift and his Gofpel with error 
and darknefs. 

adly. The Mafonic and Chriftian sera do not 
coincide, The year of Light dates with them from 
the firft days of the creation : This again is what 
no Mafon will deny. But that cuftom clearly de* 
monftrates that their lights , their morality> and 
their religious dofirines, are anterior to the Evan- 
gelical 
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gelical Revelation, or even to Mofes and the 
Prophets ; they will, in (hart, be whatever incre- 
dulity may pleafe to ftyle die Religion of Nature. 

3dly. In the Maionic language, all their Lodges 
ate but one temple reprefendng the whole uni- 
verie j the temple which extends from the Eaft to 
the Wtfti from the South to the North. They ad- 
mit into this temple with equal indifference the 
Chriftian or the Jew, the Turk or the Idolater, 
in fine, without diftin&ion of feft or religion. All 
equally behold the light, all learn the Science of 
virtue, of real happinels, and all may remain 
members of the Craft, and rift in its degrees up to 
that where they are taught that all religious tenets 
are but errors and prejudices. Though many 
Mafons may view this re-union in no other light 
than that of univerfal charity and benevolence, 
which ought to extend to all mankind, whether 
Jew, Gentile, Idolater, or Chriftian, it is never- 
fhelefs much to be feared, that this re-union of 
error and falfehood only tends to infufe an indiffe? 
fence for all religious tenets into the minds of the 
adepts, as a preparatory ftep to the denial of all 
Jut the higher degrees. 

4 thly. It is always under the moft dreadful oaths 
pf fecrecy, that the Free -mafons communicate their 
pretended lights or their art of building temples -to 
virtue, and dungeons for vice. When both truth 
and virtue had every thing to fear from the reign? 

ing 
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Objefl of ing tyrants, it may be conceived that they taught 
®y f - their leffons in private j but, lb far from exalting 
proved an oath of fecrecy, they condemned filcncc as cri* 
nature of m * na l when their leffons could be made public, and 
the de- commanded that what had been learned under the 
****** lhadow of the night lhould be preached openly a t 
noon day. Either the doctrines of the Craft are 
conformable to the laws of Chriftlanity, to the 
peace of ftates, and conducive to virtue and hap- 
pinefs (and then what has it had to fear from Kings 
and Pontiffs fince Chriftianity was -eftablilhed) ? 
Or* their pretended fcience is in oppofition to the 
religion and the laws of the Chriftian world (and 
then we have only to fay, that the evil doer feeks 
to hide himfelf). 

5thly. Moft certainly the Free-mafons do not 
make a fecret of what is praife-worthy in their af* 
lociations. It is not that fraternal affe&ion fof 
their neighbour which they hide, and which they 
only have in common with every religious obferver 
of the gofpel. Neither do they make a fecret of 
the fweets of that convivial Equality which ac- 
companies their meetings and their fraternal repafts. 
On the contrary, they are perpetually extolling 
their benevolence, and nobody is ignorant of the 
conviviality of their regales. Their fecret muft 
therefore contain fomething widely different from 
this fraternity, and fomething left innocent than 
the mirth of the Mafonic table. 

Such 
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Such language in general might have been held to 
all Mafons j fuch reafonings might have made them 
fulpeft that the higher degrees of their aflbciarion 
contained myfteries which it was far more intcreft- 
cd in hidings than their fraternity, their ligns, and 
pafs-words. That affe&ed fecrecy on the firft 
principles of Mafonry, liberty and Equality , the 
oath never to reveal that fuch was the bafis of their 
dcxSt lines, premifed that there exifted fuch an ex- 
planation of thefe words as the fed was interefted 
in hiding both from the date and church. And in 
reality it was to attain to this explanation of the 
laft myfteries that fo many trials, oaths, and de- 
grees were neceflary. 

To convince die reader how mtich thefe fur- 
mi zes are realized in the Occult Lodges, it is ne- 
ceflary for us to go. back to the degree of Matter, 
and relate the allegorical ftory of which the fuc- 
ceffive explanations and interpretations form the 
profound myfteries of the higher degrees. 

In this degree of Matter- mafon the Lodge is 
.hung round with black. - In the middle is a coffin 
covered with a pall : the brethren Handing round 
it in attitudes denoting forrow and revenge. When 
-the new adept is admitted, the Matter relates to 
him the following hiftory or fable. 

“ Adoniram prefided over the payment of the 
workmen who were building the temple by Solo- 
mon’s orders. They were three thoufand work- 
men. 
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men. That each one might receive his due, Ado- 
niram divided them into three dalles, Apprentices, 
Fellow-crafts, and Mailers. He entrufted each 
dafs with a word, figns, and a gripe, by which 
they might be recognized. Each clafs was to 
preferve the greatefl fecrecy as to thefe figns and 
Words. Three of the Fellow-crafts, wilhing Co 
know the word, and by that means obtain the (a* 
lary, of Matter, hid themfdves in the temple, and 
each potted himfelf at a different gate. At the 
tifual time when Adoniram came to Unit the gates 
of the temple, the firft of the three met him, and 
demanded the word of the mafias ; Adoninun re- 
filled to give it, and received a violent blow with a 
Hick on his head. He dies to another gate, is 
met, challenged, and treated in a fimilar manner 
by the fecond : Ey ing to the third door he is killed 
by the Fellow- craft potted there,, on his refilling 
to betray the word. His afiaflins buried him un- 
der a heap of rubbifh, and marked the fpot with 
a branch of Acacia. 

Adoniram’s abfence gave great uneafinefs to So- 
lomon and the Matters; He is fought for every 
where : at length one of the Matters difcovers the 
corpfe, and, taking it by the finger, the finger 
parted from the hand , he took it by the wrift, and 
it parted from the arm ; when the Matter, in afto- 
nilhment, cried out Mac Benac, which the Craft 
interprets by “ the fiefb farts from tbs bones’* 

Left 
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Left Adoniram fhouldhave revealed the word, 
the Matters convened and agreed to change it, and 
to fubftitute the words Mac Benac j facred words, 
that Free-mafons dare not pronounce out of the 
Lodges* and thfere each only pronounces one fylla- 
ble, leaving his neighbour to pronounce the 
other. 

The hiftory finilhed, the adept is informed, that 
the object of the degree he has juft received is to 
recover the word loft by the death of Adoniram, 
ind to rev'enge this martyr of the Malbnic fecrecy*. 

The generality of Mafons, looking upon this hi- 
ftory as no more than a fable, and the ceremonies 
as puerile* give themfelvcs Very little trouble in 
fearching farther into thefe myfteries. 

Thefe fports* however, aflume a more fcrious Degree of 
Alpeft when we arrive at the degree of Eieft (Elu). Eka * 
This degree is fubdivided into two parts j the firft 
has the revenging of Adoniram for its objeA, the 
dther to recover the word, or rather the facred 
doarine which it exprefled, and which has been 
loft. 

In this degree ofEleft, all the brethren appear P»rt. 
drefftd in black, wearing a breaft-picce on the 
left fide, on Which is embroidered a death’s head, 
tt bone, and a poniard, encircled by the motto of 
Conquer or die. The fame motto is embroidered on 

* See the degree of Mailer in the Work* on Mafonry. 

Vol.II. U a rib- 
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a ribband which they wear in faltier. Every thing 
breathes death and revenge. The candidate is Jed 
into the Lodge blind-folded, with Moody gloves on 
his hands. An adept with a poniard in his hand 
threatens to run him through the heart for the 
crime with which he is acculcd. After various 
frights, he obtains his lift, on condition that he 
will revenge the father of Mafonry in the death of 
his aflaflin. He is fhown to a dark cavern. He is 
to penetrate into it, and they call to him. Strike 
all that lhall oppofe you ; enter, defend yourfel£ 
and avenge our Matter} at that price you lhall re- 
ceive the degree of Eledt. A poniard in his right 
hand, a lamp in his left, he proceeds ; a phantom 
oppofes his pafiage, he hears the lame voice re- 
peat, Strike, avenge Hiram, there is his ai&ffin. 
He ftrikes and the blood flows.— Strike off iris 
head the voice repeats, and the head of the corpfe 
is lying at his feet. He feizes it by the hair *, 
and triumphantly carries it back as a proof of iris 
viftory } Ihows it to each of the brethren, and is 
judged worthy of the new degree. 

I have queftioned divers Mafons whether this 
apprenticefhip to ferocity and murder had never 
given them, the idea, that the head to be cut off 
was that of Kings, and they candidly owned that 

* The reader may eafily conceive, that this corpfe is no 
wore than a mannikin containing bladders lull of blood. 

the 
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the idea had never ftruck them until the Revolution 
had convinced then) of the fa£k. 

It was the, fame with refpedt to the religious part sd Part. 
t>f this degree* where the adept is ft once Pontiff 
and Sacrificer with the reft of the brethren. Veiled 
in the -ornaments of the priefthood, they offer 
bread and wine, according to the order ofMelchi- 
fedec. The fecret object of this ceremony is to 
re-eftablifh religious Equality, and to exhibit aU 
men equally Prielts and Pontiffs, to recall the 
brethren to natural religion, and to perfuade them 
that the religion of Mofes and of Chrift had vio- 
lated religious Liberty and Equality by the diftinc- 
tion of Priefts and Laity. It was the Revolution 
again which opened the eyes of many of the adepts, 
who then owned that they had been dupes to this 
impiety, as they, had been to the regicide effay in 
the former part *. 

Thefe 

• Were we lefs rigorous as to our proofs, we ftiould treat 
in this place of the degree called the Knights of the Sun. But 
we are only acquainted with it through the medium of the 
Voile Leve ( the veil raifei up) a work of the Abbe Le Franc, 

. certainly a man of the greatefl virtue and undoubted veracity, 
and one of thofe excellent Ecdeiiaftics who preferred falling 
under the butchering poniards of the Septembrizers, to be- 
traying their religion. But this author has negleded to in- 
form us from what fources he had drawn his documents on the 
Mafonic degrees. Beiide, we can remark, that he was not 
fufficien'tly acquainted with the origin of Mafonry, which he 
\i 2 only 
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TOe Thefe myfteries are not fufficiently explained b 
degrees the degree of Ek& for all to comprehend them. 
The generality of Mafons initiated in this degree 

give 


Only traces back to Socinus : His knowledge atfo of the 
Scotch degrees appears to have been acquired from inaccurate 
truncations, which our French authors had vitiated according 
to their refpe&ive purpofes. 

On the other fide, we know for certain, that this degree of 
Knight of the Sun is a modern creation. Its author is to be 
known by his Teutonic llyle. If we are to believe what we 
have been told, it owes its origin to one of thofe Philofophifts 
of very high life, who was too much attached to the high rank 
which he enjoyed, to adopt any other Equality than that 
which applied to the Mafonic feafb and their impiety. And 
nothing is to be found in this degree which militates againft 
the throne. It is much too per/picuous for many Mafons, 
who would have been difgufted with any thing but emblema- 
tical figures fufceptible of various explanations. Neverthe- 
lefs, we were acquainted with feveral of thefe Knights of the 
Sun in France. This degree was only given to fuch of the 
adepts whofe impiety was unequivocal. It was rather a de- 
gree of modern Philofophifin than of ancient Mafonry. Under 
that point of view it is worthy of notice ; but we only give 
the following account as an extraft from the Abbe Le Franc’s 
work. 

When initiated into this higher degree, it was no longer 
pofiible for the adept to diflemble with himfelf how incompa- 
tible the Mafonic code was with the flighted remnant of Chri- 
ftianity. Here the Mailer of the Lodge is ilyled Jdsm 9 
whilft the introducer takes the name of Keritas (Truth ) . The 
following are part of the lectures which brother Feriuu repeats 

to 
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give thcmfclves little trouble to underftand the real 
fignification of them ; and as long as they have 
any fentiments of religion or attachment to their 

Prince, 

-to the new adept while recapitulating all the allegories which 
he has feen in the former parts of Mafonry* 

*• Learn in the firft place that the three implements with 
€€ winch you have been made acquainted— the Bible, the 
€€ CompafTes, and the Square, have a fecret fignification un*< 
€t known to you. By the Bible you are to underftand that 
" you ate to acknowledge no other law than that of Adam, 
€t the law which the Almighty had engraved on his heart, 
“ and that is what is calUd the law op nature. — The 
“ Compafs recalls to your mind, that God is the central 
€€ point of every thing, from which every thing is equally 
€€ diftant, and to which every thing is equally near. — By the 
4t Square we learn* that God has made every thing equal — 
t( The Cubic Stone, that all jour afiions are equal with rejpeft 
€€ to the fovereign good.— The death of Hiram, and the change 
“ of the Mailer’s word, teach you, that it is difficult toefcape 
“ the fnares of ignorance, but that it is your duty to fhow 
€t the fame courage as our Mailer Hiram, who fullered him- 
“ felf to be maflacred rather than hearken to the perfualiong 
« c of his aflaffins.” 

The moll eiTential part of this difeourfe is the explanation 
which Brother Veritas gives of the degree of Elett. Amongft 
others we read the following lines : 

If you afk me what are the neceflary qualities to enable 
“ a Mafon to arrive at the centre of real perfe&ion ? I fhall 
u anfwer, that in order to attain it, he mull have crulhed 
“ the head of the ferpent of worldly ignorance, and have 
“ cajl off thofe prejudices of youth concerning the myfteries 
u of the predominant religion of his native country. AU 

U 3 “ religious 
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Prince, they rejeft with indignation all interpre- 
tations which militate againft either. Many of 
them are difgufted with the multiplicity of trials, 

and 


*' religious uxorjbip being onfy invented, in hefts of acq ui r in g 
44 power, and to god* precedency among men ; and by a fiotb 
“ which covets, under the falfe pretence of piety* ifi neighbour's 
“ riches ; in fine, by Gluttony, the daughter of Hypocrify, 
94 who, draining every nerve to reftrain the carnal fenfes of 
** thofe who podefs riches, perpetually offer to them on the 
94 altar of their hearts, holocauds which voluptuoufnefs, lux- 
99 ury, and perjury, have procured for them. This, my 
49 dear brother, is what you have to combat, fuch is the 
94 monffer you have to crnlh under the emblem of the ferpent, 
** It is a faithful reprefentation of that which the ignorant vulgar 
99 adore under the name of religion . 

“ It was the prophane and timid Abiram who, transformed 
94 by a fanatic zeal into a tool of the Monksjb and religions rites, 
94 ftruck the fird blows on the bread of our father Hiram ; 
94 that is to fay, who Tapped the foundations of the celedial 
99 temple, which the Etirnai had himfelf ere&ed upon 
94 earth to fublime virtue. 

99 The fird age of the world witnefled what I affert. 71c 
94 mofi Jtmfle law of nature rendered our fird fathers the hap* 
44 pied of mortals. The monder Pride appears on earth, he 
44 bellows, he is heard by men and by the happy mortals of 

thofe days. He promifes them happinefs in another life, 
44 and perfuades them by his mellifluous words, that he taught 
44 men to adore the Eternal Creator of all things in a more extent 
44 Jive and more facial manner than any perfon had done before 
04 on earth. This hydra with an hundred heads milled and 
44 mifleads thofe men who are fubjfcft to its laws, and will 
'* continue its deceptions until the moment when the true 

" EUa 
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and are content to remain in the inferior degrees, 
which fuffice to give them the title of Mafons, 
admit them. to all the Mafonic repails, and even 
entide them to the alms and benefadtions which 
the Lodges bellow on their indigent brethren.— 

Thofe whole zeal is not cooled by this multiplicity 
of trials are generally admitted from the degree of 
Mafter , or from that of Ele£i t to the three Scotch 
degrees. We ihall not feek for the hiftory and 
tendency of thefe three degrees in books which 
have been written to diferedit the craft. The Ger- 
man adept who tranflated them into his language 
for the inftru&ion of his brethren, is one of the 
moft zealous knights for the dodtrine therein con- 
tained. His whole genius is exerted in their de- 
fence, nor could we follow a more unexception- 
able author. His objedt was to infufe light into 
his brethren j and we prophanc beings may draw 
the following coiiclufions from his ledlures *. . 

Every Mafon who wifhes to be admitted into 
the Scotch degrees, and even into all other de- 
grees of Mafonry, is firft taught that until that 
period he has lived in flavery, and it is on that 
account only that he is admitted into the prcfence 

“ EltQ (ball appear to combat and crulh it entirely.” (S/k t 
.tht dtgrtt of Knights of the Sun). Such do&rines need no com- 
ment. 

* Seethe Sfptch degrees printed at Stockholm, 1784. 

U 4 of 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



AUTIMONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY? 


305 


of die other brethren with a rope about his neck, 
praying that he may be delivered from his bonds/ 
But when he afpires at the third Scotch degree, or 
at becoming a knight of St. Andrew, he mud ap- 
pear in a far more humiliating coftume. The can- 
didate is lhut up in a dark cell, a rope with four 
(lip knots is twiftcd round his neck, he is ftretched 
out upon the floor; there, by die dull light of a 
twinkling lamp, he is abandoned to himfelf to 
meditate on the wretched date of flavery in which 
he exifts, and to learn properly to eftimate the 
value of Liberty. At length one of the brethren 
comes and introduces him to the Lodge, leading 
him by the rope, holding a drawn fword in his 
right hand aS if meant to run him through the 
heart, in cafe he made any refiftance. After 
having undergone a long examination, and parti- 
cularly after having fworn on the (alvation of his 
foul, never to reveal the lecrets with which he is 
entrufted, he is declared free. It would be ufelefs 
to enumerate all the different oaths ; it is fufficient 
to fay, that each degree and fubdiviflon of degree, 
has its peculiar oath, and that they are all fright- 
ful ; all call the vengeance of God and of the Bro- 
therhood on t'ne unhappy man who (hall betray 
fheir lecret. In future then we (hall only treat of 
the do&rine of thefe (ecrets. 

In the fir ft degree of Scotch Knighthood the 
adept is informed, that he has been elevated to the 
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dignity of High Pritft. He receives a fort of be-* 
nedi&ion in the name of the inmortal and invifiblo 
Jehovah , and in future it is under that title that he 
is to adore the Deity, becaufe the fignification of 
Jehovah is far more exfrejjive than that of Ado- 

NAI. 

In this firft degree he receives the Mafonic 
fcience only as defeending from Solomon and 
Hiram, and revived by the Knights Templars.—* 

But in the fecond degree he learns that it is to be 
traced to Adam himfelf, and has been handed 
down by Noah, Nimrod, Solomon, Hugo de Pa- 
ganis, the founder of the Knights Templars, and 
Jaques de Molay, their laft Grand Matter, who 
- each in their turns'had been the favourites of Je- 
hovah, and are ftyled the Mafonic Sages. At 
length in the third degree it is revealed to him, 
that the celebrated word loft by the death of 
Hiram was this name of Jehovah. It was found, 
he is told, by the Knights Templars at the time 
when the Chriftians were building a Church at 
Jerufalem. In digging the foundations in that 
part on which the holy of holies of Solomon’s 
temple formerly flood, they djfcovered three (tones, 
which had formerly been parts of the foundation. 

The form and junction of thefe three ftonesdrew 
the attention of the Templars; and their aftonifh- 
ment was extreme, when they beheld the name of 
Jehoyah engraved on the laft. This was the fa- 
mous 
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mous word loft by the death of Adoninun. The 
Knights Templars, on their return to Europe, 
took great care not to lofe fo precious a monu- 
ment. They carried them into Scotland, taking 
particular care of that which bore the name of 
Jehovah. The Scotch fages on their part were 
not forgetful of the refpedt due to fuch precious 
monuments, they made them the foundation (tones 
of their firft Lodge ; and as thefe firft Hones were 
laid on St. Andrew’s day, they took the name 
of Knights of Sr. Andrew. Their fucccffors are 
entrufted with the fecret, and are at this day the 
perfedt matters of Frecmafonry, the High Priefts 
of Jehovah. 

If we lay afide the hermetical part of the fcicnce, 
or the tranfmutation of metals, fuch will be in 
fubftance the whole dodtrine which is revealed to 
the adept initiated in the grand mytteries of the 
Scotch degrees. 

In a fortofCathechifm, to which he anfwers to 
Ihow that he has remembered every thing that he 
has fecn, and all that has been explained to him in 
the Lodge, or, as it is then called, in Solomon’s 
temple, the following queftion is afkcd. Is that all 
you have feen? To which he anfwers, I have feen 
many other things , but, like the other Scotch Mafters, 

I keep them fecret in my heart. This fecret hence- 
forth cannot be difficult to underftand. It is only 
to view the Scotch Mafler in his new charadter of 

High 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



AtfTlUOKARCHICAZ. COVSPI&ACT. 309 

High Prieft of Jcbovttb, or of that worlhip, that 
pretended Deifm, which we have been told was 
fucceflively the religion of Adam, Noah, Nimrod, 
Solomon, Hugo de Paganis, of the Grand Matter 
Molay, and of the Knights Templars, and which 
at this day is to conftitute the religion of the com- 
plete Matter Mafon. 

Thefe myfteries might have fufficed for the 
adepts. All who had obtained the Scotch de- 
grees were' declared free in future, and all were 
equally Priefts of Jehovah. This priefthoodrid- 
ded them of all the mytteries of the Gofpel, and of 
all revealed religion. That liberty and happinefe x 
which the feft declares to confift in the revival of 
Deifm, lufficiently inftils into the mind of the 
adept what he is to think of Chriftianity and of its 
divine Author. Neverthelefs the grand myfteries 
are not exhaufted. The adepts ftill have to difeo- 
ver who was the perfon that wrefted the word, the 
famous name of Jehovah, from their predeceffors ; 
that is to fay, who it was that deftroyed their fa- 
vourite worlhip of Deifm. It was but too evident 
that the whole fable of Hiram or Adoniram and of 
his afiaflins was no more than an allegory, the ex- 
planation of which muft naturally anfwer the quef- 
tions, who is the real affaflin of Adoniram ? By 
whom was the Deiftical form of worlhip deftroyed? 

Who was it that wrefted the famous word from the 
fett ? He is the perfon againft whom the ven- 
geance 
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geance and the hatred of the fed is dire died, and 
ie was ncceflary to inftil the fame fpirit into the 
minds of its profound adepts. T o effediuate this, 
we afctnd to a new degree called the Knights Reft 
Crucisy or the Roficrucians. 

It is certainly a molt atrocious blalphemy to ac- 
cufe Chrift of having deftroyed by his religion the 
dodirine of the unity of God ; when on the con- 
trary the moft evident and the moft attefted of all 
fads is, that to his religion we owe the banilhment 
of thoufands and thoufands of falfe gods, which the 
Idolators had made to themfelves. The gpfpel, in 
declaring the unity of God, teaches us the Trinity 
Of Perfons ; but this myftery like all others which 
we learn from revelation, humbles the Sophifters 
in their own minds. Fraught with ingratitude 
againft him who has call the idols on the dud, they 
have fworn an eternal hatred againil the eternal 
Word, becaufe he reveals a God whom in their 
madnefs they are not able to comprehend. Cbrift 
bimfelf in their eyes is the deftroyer of the unity of 
God, he is the great enemy of Jebevab > and to 
infufe the hatred of the fed into the minds of the 
new adepts, conftitutes the grand myftery of the 
new degree which they have called Roftcrucian. 

Drgreeof As the adept was feldom initiated into this new 

Crucii. degree before he had parted through the Scotch 
degrees, he is already aware, as the . reader rouft 
obferve, that Jebovab is no longer the word 

fought 
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fought after, and here we ihall fee every thing re- 
late only to the author of Chriftianity. The or- 
naments of the Lodge appear to be folely intended 
to recal to the candidate the foletnn myftery of 
Mount Calvary. The whole is hung in black, an 
altar is to be feen at the bottom, and over the altar 
is a tranfparent reprelentarion of the three erodes, 
the middle one bearing the ordinary infeription.— 
The brethren in facerdotal veftments are feated on 
the ground, in the moft profound fdencc, forrowful 
and afflidted, retting their heads on their arm to 
reprefent their grief. It is not the death of the 
fon of God, who died vidtim of our fins, that is 
the caufe of their afflidtion, the grand objedfc of it 
is evident by the firft anfwer which is made to 
the queftion with which all Lodges are generally 
opened. 

The matter afks the Senior Warden what o’clock 
it is ? The anfwer varies according to the different 
degrees. In this it is as follows : “ It is the firft 
“ hour of the day, the time when the veil of the 
" temple was rent afunder, when darknefs and 
“ confternation was fpread over the earth, when 
" the light was darkened, when the implements of 
“ Mafonry were broken , when the flaming ftar dif- 
“ appeared, when the cubic ftone was broken, 
“ when the word was loft 

• See the degree Rof« Crucis, 

The 
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The adept who has attended to the progreflrve 
difcoveries he has made in the different degrees, 
needs no further leffons to underftand the meaning 
of this anfwer. He thereby learns that the day on 
which the word Jehovah was loft is precifdy that 
on which the Son of God dying on a crols for the 
ft] ration of mankind confummated the grand my- 
ftcry of our Religion, deftroying the reign of every 
other, whether Judaic, natural, or fophiftical. — 
The more a Mafon is attached to the wordy that 
is, to his pretended natural Religion, the more in- 
veterate will his hatred be againft the author of re- 
vealed religion. 

Neither is this wordy which he has already found, 
any longer the objett of his refearches ; his hatred 
has further views. He muft feck for a new word, 
which IhaU perpetuate in his own mind and that of 
his brethren their blafphemous hatred for the God 
of Chriftianity ; and for this they adopt die infcrip- 
tion of the crofs. 

Every Chriftian knows the fignification of INRI, 
\efus N azarenus Rex ludaorum (Jcfus of Nazareth 
King of the Jews). The Roficrucian is taught the 
following interpretation— the lew of Nazareth led 
by Raphael into I udea ; an interpretation which, di 1 - 
vefting Chrift of his divinity, affimilates him to a 
common man, whom, the Jew Raphael conduds 
to Jerufalcm there to fuffer condign punifhment 
for his crimes. As foon as the Candidate has 

proved 
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proved that he underftands the Mafonic meaning 
Of this infeription inri, the Mafter exclaims. 
My dear Brethren the word it found again, and all 
prefent applaud this luminous difeovery, that hr 
whole death was the confummation and the grand 
myftery of the Chriftian Religion was no more 
than a common Jew crucified for his crimes. 

It is thus that the left have blafphemoufly 
adopted the very word, which recals to the 
Chriftian all that love which he bears for the Son 
of God expiring on the croft for the falvation of 
mankind, as their watch-Word of hatred. They 
repeat it to each other when they meet, and inri 
is to perpetuate their fpite againft him who loved 
them even unto the death of the crofs. 

It is not on the authority of perfons ftrangers to 
the craft that we have difclofed this atrocious my- 
ftefy of Occult Mafonry. What I have already 
faid refpe&ing my initiation to the firft degrees 
put me in the way of converting with thofe whom 1 
knew to be more advanced, and in many of thefe in- 
terviews it happened, that, notwithftanding all theif 
fecrecy, fome unguarded expreflions efcaped the 
rhoft zealous adepts, which threw light on the fub- 
jeft. Others lent me their books, prefuming that 
their obfeurenefs and the want of the eflential words, 
or the method of difeovering them, would baffle 
•U my attempts to underftand them. I neverthe- 
iefs difcovered fome. of thefe words, fuch as Jeho- 
vah, 
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vab, by uniting feveral pages and only taking thf 
bottom letter of each. This famous Word difco *■ 
vered, I foon got knowledge of that of Iitri. f 
then combined dll I had feen, all that I knew of 
the different degrees, with what I had colle&ed 
from divers convertations I had had with certain 
Mafons, whofe Philofophifm was otherwife known 
to me. I afterwards converted with the rnoft can- 
did men whom I knew to be in die fame degrees. 
I reprobated particularly thole ceremonies fo evU 
dently inderiGon of Religion, and which they had 
never beheld but as games without any object. I 
never met with one who denied the fa£fe as 1 have 
Rated them. They owned the different reading of 
the word Inri in the degree Rofe Crueis, but they 
denied the mod diftant idea of the confequences 
which 1 had drawn. Some, on refieftion, acknow* 
ledged them to be well-founded, while others con- 
fide red them as valtly exaggerated. 

At the time when the Revolution took places I 
combined my preceding difeoveries, the decrees 
of the National Aflembly, and the fecret of the 
firft degree, and no longer doubted that Mafonry 
was but a fociety formed by men who, on the firft 
ihitiation of their adepts, gave them the words 
Liberty and Equality as their fecret, leaving to 
Well-meaning and religious Mafons to interpret 
them according to their own principles ; yet re - 
ferving to thcmfelves to interpret (in their Occult 

degrees) 
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dfcgrees) thefe lame words according to the full 
extent of the French Revolution. 

One of thefe Brethren, who had long fince been 
admitted to the degree of Rofas Crucis, but who 
was at the fame time a very virtuous and religious 
man, was much concerned at feeing me in this 
opinion. He tried every means to give me a bet- 
ter idea of a fociety in which he was proud of 
having filled the molt honorable polls. This was 
a topic on which we had often converfed j and he 
wilhed much to make me a convert to Maionry. 

He was indeed almoil affronted with me for laying 
that he was not initiated into all the mylleries of 
Mafonry, though a Roficrucian, or elfe that this 
degree had its fubdivilions, and that he was only 
partially acquainted with them. At length I con- 
vinced him of the fadl, by alking the explanation - of 
fome of the Mafonic Hieroglyphics ; he owned that 
he had afked their meaning, but the explanation of 
them had been rcfufed him j yet he had no doubt 
of their being as innocent emblems as the Square, 
the Compafs, the Trowel, and many others. I 
knew that he had but one degree more to take, 
and the veil would be rent afunder. I propofed 
or rather marked out the means by which he 
might acquire that degree ; and then, I told him, 
all illulion as to the real objedl of the Occult 
Mafons would vanilh. He was too eager for be- 
ing initiated not to make a trial of the means I 

Vol. II,. X propofed j 
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propofed ; but he was convinced that it would 
prove ineffectual, and only fornilh him with new 
arms to combat my unjuft prejudices againft Ma- 
fonry. A few days after I faw him enter my room '• 
but in fuch a ftate of agitation, that his lips could 
fcarcely utter, " O my dear friend, my dear 
tc friend— you were in the right — Oh, how much 
*« you were in the right ! . . . Where have 1 been? 
« My God ! where have I been ?” — I eaGly un- 
derftood thefe exclamations ; but the poor man 
could fcarcely recover himfelf fo as to continue. 
He threw himfelf into a chair as if he were ex- 
haufted, perpetually repeating, " Where have I 
« been ? — Oh how much you are in the right !” — 
I eameftly defired him to give me fome particu- 
lars with which I was unacquainted— ■" Oh how 
« much you were in the right!” he repeated 
again ; " but that is all I can tell you.”—" Oh, 
« unhappy man,” I exclaimed, " you have then 
« taken that execrable oath, and I am the perfoa 
« who has expofed you to that rafli deed ; I fin- 
“ cerely alk your pardon, but I proteft upon my 
« word, that I never reflected on that execrable 
** oath when I fuggefted the means by which you 
« might convince yourfclf, and learn to know 
** thofe detefted beings who have fo horribly 
« abufed your credulity. I know that it had been 
te better for you to have been for ever ignorant 
« of that fatal fecret, than that you Ihould learn 
«* it at the expence of fo horrid an oath. I really 

«* did 
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•* did not reflect on it, or I Ihould never have ex- 
pofed you to it j no, I could not in confidence.” 
It was really true, that I never had reflected on 
this oath. Without examining whether fuch wicked 
oaths are binding, I feared being indifcreet. But 
it had been fufficient for me to have Ihown this 
gentleman that I was acquainted, at leaft in part, 
with thefe Occult myfteries. He law clearly by 
my queftions, that he had taught me nothing new 
by an avowal which alone proves the very effence 
of thefe Occult degrees. 

His fortune had been ruined by the Revolution* 
and he declared to me, that it would from that 
moment be retrieved, provided he accepted of a 
propofal which had been made to him, — “ If I 
“ chule,” faid he, “ to go to London, Bruxelles, 
<c Conftantinople, or any other town I pleafe, 
“ neither I, my wife, nor my children, will ever 
“ want for any thing.” 1 — * ft Yes,” Ireplied, “ but 
** on condition only that you go there to preach 
<c Liberty and Equality ; in Jhor, t, all the horrors of 
“ the Revolution — “ You are righjf’ replied he* 
5‘ but that is all I can Jay- — Oh, my God, where 
“ have I been !■*— I beg you will not queftion me 
ft any farther.” 

• This was fufficient for my prefent purpofe ; but 
1 hoped in time to learn farther particulars. Nor 
were my hopes vain. The following is what I 
have gathered from various Mafons, who, finding 
X a me 
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Myftical 

Mafonry. 


me acquainted with the major part of their fecrets, 
fpoke the more openly to me, till at length, feel- 
ing how much they had been duped by this Occult 
feft, they would willingly have revealed all its 
myfteries, could they have done it without expofing 
themfclves to danger. 

The explanation which was given to an adept 
of all that he had feen before on his admifiion to 
the degree of Rofae Crucis, depended entirely 
on the difpofition they obferved in him. If they 
had to do with a man who was proof againlt their 
impiety, they fought to divert him from the 
Church under pretence of regenerating his faith ; 
they reprefented to him, that there exifted an in- 
finity of abufes in Chriftianity at prefent, with re- 
fpeft to the Liberty and Equality of the children 
of God. With them, the word to be recovered 
was, a wilh for a Revolution which fhould revive 
thole times when every thing was common among 
Chriftians, when the diftin&ions of rich, of poor, 
or of high and mighty Lords, were unknown. 
They^were taught to look forward to the moft 
happy regeneration of mankind, and almoft to a 
new heaven and a new earth. Credulous and Am- 
ple minds were caught by fuch magnificent pro- 
mifes. They looked upon the Revolution as that 
Jacred fire which was to purify the earth j and 
thefe credulous adepts were feen to fecond the Re- 
volution with the enthufiaftic zeal of a holy caufe. 

This 
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This may be called Myjlical Mafonry. Such was • 
the craft of all thofe fools for whom the Occult 
Mafons fet up the Prophetcfs La Broufle, lb fa- 
mous in the beginning of the Revolution. Such 
again was that of the weak-minded Varlet, the 
Bilhop in partibus of Babylon. I never could 
conceive where he had gathered his religious opi- 
nions, when with the greateft fimplicity he com- 
plained that I had combated them. I was inform- 
ed of it by a gueft of his, whole reputation of great 
knowledge in Mafonry had acquired him a feat at 
the Mafonic repafts which the poor fimple man 
ufed to give j and even at thole dinners the diffe- 
rence was obfervable in the adepts, though of the 
lame degree, each having received an explanation 
of the myfteries coinciding with his own difpofi- 
tion. Our fimple Bilhop viewed the whole fei- 
ence of the Craft in no other light than as the per- 
fe&ion of the Gofpel ; and even in his repafts he 
was ever mindful of the precepts of the Church, 
keeping abftinence on days appointed, &c. The 
Apoftate Dom Gerles, on the contrary, was a 
Mafon of a quite different fyftem or explanation. 
He already fung thofe verles which in a letter 
fince found among Robefpierre’s papers *, he de* 
flares to have addreffed to truth alone : 

S 

• Proces Verbal, No. 57, 

1 

X 3 Ni 
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Ni Cnlte, ni Pretres, ni Roi, 

Car la Nouvelle Eve, c’eft toi*. 

It was at thcfc repafts that the Do&or La Mothe, 
a learned Roficrucian, behaved with a modefty 
which feemed to prognofticate that one day he 
would equally hate both the craft of Variet and of 
Dom Gerles. The latter paid his revolutionary 
debt to the guillotine ■, the other two arc living, 
and I name them becaufe I am not afraid of being 
contradicted, and becaufe thefe forts of anecdotes 
carry ftrong proof with them, and explain how 
perfons of the molt pious and charitable difpofi- 
tions have been milled : how a Princefs, the After 
of the Duke of Orleans, was fo blinded as even to 
pant after the Revolution, which in her eyes was 
to be nothing lefs than the regeneration of the 
Chriflian world f. 

• Nor Worship, nor Priefts, nor King, for thop art the 
new Eve. 

f The art Ihown in this degree (hould prove a falutary 
leflon to thofe who, without any examination, adopt political 
and religious ideas, and fport them }n every company that 
will fubmit to hear them. Had they only reflected on the 
perfons who had infiilled them into their minds, or on the 
authors of the works whence they had adopted their ideas, 
how many honorable but mifguided perfons would, on fuch an 
examination, find they were no more than the blind apo files 
#f every religious and political iniquity, and the agents of 
defigning men ! Abufes are certainly to be reformed, and our 
worfhip ought to be pure ; but reflexion can never be detriw 
mental to him who wifhes to fpcak on either. T. n 
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Such explanations of the Roficrucian degree 
were only for thofe dupes in whom they remarked 
a certain bias towards myfticity. The generality 
were abandoned to their own interpretations j but 
when an adept teftified a great defire of acquiring 
new lights, and was thought able to undergo the 
necefiary trials, he was admitted to the degree of 
Kadojcb , or of the regenerated man , where all am- 
biguity ceafes. 

It was to this degree that the adept of whom we De^reeof 
have before fpoken was admitted. Nor was the *•* 0 c ' 
exhaufted ftatc in which he found himfelf after 
having undergone thofe trials to be wondered at. 

Adepts have told me, that no phyfical art is 
, fpared j that there is no machinery, fpe&res, ter- 
rors, &c. &c. which are not employed, to try the 
conftancy of the candidate. We are told by Mr. 
Monjoye, that the Duke of Orleans was obliged to 
afeend, and then throw himfelf off a ladder. If 
that were all, he was moft kindly treated. A 
deep cave, or rather a precipice, whence a -nar- 
row tower rifes to the fummit of the lodge, having 
no avenue to it but by fubterraneous paffages re- 
plete with horror, is the place where the candidate 
is abandoned to himfelf, tied hand and foot. In 
this fituation he finds himfelf raifed from the 
ground by machines making the moft frightful 
noife. He flowly afeends this dark vault, fome- 
times for hours together, and then fuddenly falls 
yjt 4 as 
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as if he were not fupported by any thing. Thus 
mounting and falling alternately, he muft carefully’ 
avoid fhowing any fign of fear. All this however 
is a very imperfeft account of the terrors of winch 
men, who had undergone thefe trials, ipeak. They 
declared that it was impoffible for them to give an 
exaft defeription of them j they loft their fenles j 
they did not know where they were. Draughts 
were given to them, which, adding to their cor- 
poral ftrength, did not reftore them to their 
mental faculties ; but rather increafed their ftrength 
only to leave them a prey to fury and terror. 

Many circumftances relating to this degree made 
us believe at firft fight that it was connected with 
lllumh.ijm •, but on examination we find it to be 
only a farther explanation of the Maionic allegory. 
Here again the candidate is transformed into an 
afiaftin. Here it is no longer the founder of Ma- 
fonry, Hiram, who is to be avenged, but it is 
Molay the Grand Matter of the Knights Templars, 
and the perfon who is to fall by the aftafiin's hand 
is Philippe le Bel, King of France, under whole 
reign the order of the Templars was deftroyed. 

When the adept tallies forth from the cavern 
with the reeking head, he cries Nekom (I have 
killed him). After this atrocious trial he is ad- 
mitted to take the oath. I learned from one of the 
adepts, that at the time when he was about to take 
{h$ oath, one of the Knights Kodojcb held a piftol 

• 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



ANTIMONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY. 


3 a 3 


at his bread, making a fign that he would murder 
him if he did not pronounce it. On my afking if 
he believed that it was in earned, he faid that he 
certainly did believe fo, though he could not be 
lure. At length the veil is rent afunder. The 
adept is informed, that till now he had only been 
partially admitted to the truth ; that Liberty and 
Equality, which had condituted the fird fecret on 
his admiflion into Mafonry, confided in recog- 
nizing no fuperior on edth, and in viewing Kings 
and Pontiff's in no other light than as men on a 
level with their fellow men, having no other rights 
to fit on the throne, or to ferve at the altar, but 
what the people had granted them, and of which 
they had the power of depriving them whenever 
they pleafed. They are alfo informed, that Princes 
and Prieds have too long abufed the goodnefs and 
fimplicity of the people ■, that the grand objett of 
Mafonry, -in building temples to Liberty and 
Equality, is, to rid the earth of this double ped, 
by dedroying every altar which credulity and fu- 
perdition had ercfted, and every throne on which 
were only to be feen defpots tyrannizing over 
flaves. 

Thefe documents concerning the degree -of 
Kadofch are not merely taken from the works of 
Melds. Monjoye and Le Franc, but from adepts 
themfelves. Befides, it is eafy to perceive how 
cxa&ly this account corresponds with the avowal 

9f 
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The dif- 
ferent 
degrees 
com- 
pared* 


of the adept who was obliged to own that I was 
quite in the right when I told him that this was the 
final objedt of Free-mafonry. 

Oh how profound the combination of thefe 
myfteries ! their progrels is flow and tortuous ; 
but how artfully each degree tends to the grand 
objedh 

In the two firft degrees, that is to fay, in thofe 
of Apprentice and Fellow-crafty the fedt begins by 
throwing out its Liberty and Equality. After that, 
it occupies the attention of its novices with puerile 
games of fraternity or Mafonic repafts ; but it 
already trains its adepts to the profoundeft fecrecy 
by the mod frightful oaths. 

In that of Mafter , it relates the allegorical hi- 
Itory of Adoniram, who is to be avenged and of 
the word, which is to be recovered. 

In the degree of EleSly it trains the adepts to 
vengeance, without pointing out the perfon on 
whom it is to fall. It carries them back to the 
time of the Patriarchs, when, according to them, 
men knew no religion but that of nature, and when 
every body was equally Prieft and Pontiff. But 
it had not as yet declared that all religion revealed 
fince the time' of the Patriarchs was to be thrown 
afide. 

This laft myftery is only developed in the Scotch 
degrees. There the brethren are declared free : 
The word fo long fought fox is, Deifm j it is the 

worihip 
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worlhip of Jehovah, fuch as was known to the Phi- 
Jofophers of nature. The true Mafon becomes the 
Pontiff of Jehovah ; and fuch is the grand myftery 
by which he is extricated from that darknefs in 
which the prophane are involved. 

In the degree Rofie Crucis he who wrefted the 
•wordy who deftroyed the worlhip of Jehovah, is 
Chrift himlelf, the Author of Chriftianity j and it 
is on the Gofpel and on the Son of Man that the 
adept is to avenge the brethren, the Pontiffs of 
'Jehovah. 

At length, on his reception as Kadofch, he learhs 
that the affaffm of Adoniram is the King, who is 
to be killed to avenge the Grand Matter Molay, 
and the order of the Mafons fucceffors of the 
Knights Templars. The religion which is to be 
deftroyed to recover the wordy or the true dodtrine, 
is the religion of Chrift, founded on revelation. 
This word in its full extent is Liberty and Equality , 
to be eftablilhed by the total overthrow of the 
pi tar and the throne. 

Such are the incipient degrees, the procefs, and 
the whole fyftem of Mafonry j it is thus that the 
feft by its gradual explanation of its twofold prin- 
ciple of Liberty and Equality , of its allegory of the 
founder of Mafonry to be avenged, of the word to 
be recovered, leading the adepts from lecret to 
fecret, at length initiates them into the whole Ja- 
cpbinical code of Revolution, 

Wo 
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Wc arc not to lofc fight of the extreme care 
with which the adept is queftioned on all that he 
has fien before, whenever he is initiated to a new 
degree, left he fhould overlook the intimate con- 
nection fubfifting between eacl\ ; and thus in the 
firft degrees Liberty and Equality are given to him 
as the iecret, while the complete explanation and 
application of them form the myfteries of the laft*. 

The more frightful thefe hidden myfteries of the 
Lodges (hall appear to the hiftorian, the more ftre- 
nuoufiy it becomes his duty to infift on the num- 
bers of honeft Mafons who never partook of thefe 
horrid myfteries. Nothing is more eafy than to 
be duped in Mafonry: Such may have been the 
Jot ofthofe who only feek to make acquaintances 
in the Lodges, or to pafs their leifure hours with 
men apparently intimate at firft fight. It is true, 
that this intimacy feldom extends beyond the walls 
of the Lodge ; but the days of their meeting are 
often days of feftivity. Thefe repafts are cer- 
tainly heightened by the temporary Equality, which 
adds much to the mirth of the meeting; and all 
cares fubfide for the day. What has been faid of 

• I am not ignorant of the exigence of feveral other degree* 
in Occult Mafonry, fuch as ti.ofe of the Star and of the DrmUt. 
The Pruffians have added theirs, and the French have done 
as much. We thought it fufficient to attach ourfelves to tie 
moft common ones, as moft proper to delineate the condud 
and fpirit of the fed. 

certain 
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Certain afiemblies where decency was not refpeXed, 
is moft certainly the invention of calumny. The 
extreme order and morality of thefe meetings has 
often proved a lhare to captivate thofc who are to 
be caught with outward appearances, and Ca- 
glioftro’s infamous behaviour would have made 
many defert the Lodges. This monftrous Adonis 
difgufted all Strafbourg, and was betrayed by the 
cries of the Egyptian fillers. It was no longer the 
age when the mylleries of the Adamites could be 
approved of. He was driven from that town for 
. having attempted to introduce them. He would 
in like manner have ruined the craft had he conti- 
nued to confound his Lodges with thofe of the 
Eaft. Such was not the behaviour of our modern 
Malbnry ; on the contrary it appeared, that it had 
neither Religion nor Government in view; and 
they were feldom mentioned in the generality of 
Lodges. It was only on the day of initiation, that, 
the refleXing adept could furmife that it had any 
future object ; but even on thofe very days the 
trials were rather a fubjeX of diverfion than of re- 
flexion ; and, fo far from meditating on the alle- 
gorical emblems, they were rather diverted from it 
by the feX, until favourable difpofitions had been 
difeovered in them for their farther initiation.— 
The feX well knew, that a day would come when 
a fmall number of the Occult Mafons would fuffice 
to put all the inferior multitude of adepts in mo- 
tion. 
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tion. It is thus that it may be eafily explained 
how there have exifted fo many honed Maians, 
and how fo many are (till to be found who have 
never furmifed any thing in their games but die 
myfteries of an innocent Liberty and Equality, no 
ways alluding either to Religion or the date. 

In defence of Engliih Mafonry, we may add, 
that they allow only of the three firft degrees.—* 
Prudence and wifdom have made diem rejeft the 
with of avenging the death of Adoniram on his 
pretended aJTalfin, a wilh that we have feen con- 
verted in the Occult Lodges into adefire of reveng- 
ing the Mafons and their founder Molay, and then 
into a wilh of avenging the Maionic Liberty and 
Equality by the extinction of all Kings. Nothing 
of this is to be found in the Engliih Mafonry. Nor 
is that myfterious purfuit of the word which was 
loft by Adoniram to be traced. You are imme- 
diately informed that it is Jehovah. He who could 
wilh to draw certain inferences from this, would 
have a long courfe of reafonings to run through, 
none of which appear to have ever been thought 
of by the Engliih Mafons. With them Jehovah is 
no more than the univerfal god of human nature; 
it is to be fure rather extraordinary that they fhould 
pretend to be the only people who have any know- 
ledge of that God ; but their condufion is, that all 
mankind, and particularly the Free -mafons, ovght 
to live with and fuccour each other like brethren. 

Nothing 
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Nothing appears in their myfteries tending towards 
the hatred of Chriftianity, or that of Kings. 

Their laws and inftitutes with refpedt to Reli- 
gion are comprehended in declaring, tf That a 
- “ Mafon will never be a ftupid Athieft nor an ir- 
* e religious Libertine. That though in former 
<e times every Mafon was obliged to profefs the 
** religion of the ftate or nation he lived in, at 
“ prefcnt, leaving every one to enjoy his own 
<c private opinions, they are*onIy bound to follow 
“ the religion in which every body agrees, a reli* 
** gion which confifts in being good, fincere, 
** modeft, and men of honour.” Certainly fuck 
laws do _ not oblige the Englifh Mafon to be a 
Deift,' but only to be an honed man, whatever may 
be his religion. 

With regard to the civil powers, a part of their 
laws are exp re fled as follows : “ A Mafon lhall be 
“ a peaceable fubjedt, and cheerfully conform to 
** the laws of the country in which he refldes. 
“ He fhall not be concerned in plots or con- 
“ fpiracies againft Government j and he fhall pay 
“ proper reipedt to the civil Magiftrate. Should 
*' a brother be implicated in rebellion againft the 
* c ftate, he fhall not be fupported in his rebellion.” 
Such are the laws to be found in Thomas Wolfon 
and William Prefton, the one full of contempt 
the other full of zeal for Englifh Mafonry ; both 
neverthclefs agree as to the laws of the Lodges. 

Wc 
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We are not therefore^ to confound Englifh Ma- 
jonry with the Occult Lodges, which they have 
prudently rejetted. 

We perfettly well know that many Englifh arc 
initiated in the Occult myfteries of the Roficru- 
cians and Scotch degrees ■, but it is not their Oc- 
cult Science which conllitutes them Englifh Mafons f 
for the firft three degrees are all that are acknow- 
ledged in England. , 

Having made thefe exceptions, we (hall conti- 
nue our proofs for it is not on their degrees alone 
that we have founded our judgment of the Occult 
Mafons. Were we ftrangers to their rites and ce- 
remonies, the reader will judge' what opinions we 
ftould form on perufing the dottrines of their moft 
celebrated writers. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL 


New Proofs of the Syftem and Myfteries of the Of- 
cult Mafons. 

In order to form a proper idea of the extent of 
the lyftem of the Occult Lodges of Free-mafonry, 
let us combine in this Chapter two eflential points ; 
firft, the general do&rine of the moft zealous and 
learned Mafons j fecondly, their divers opinions as 
to their origin. 

Mafonic writers in general divide Free-mafonry 
into three clafles, the Hermetic, the Cabaliftic Syftem* 
(which comprehends the Martinifts), and the 
Ecledtic Malonfy. Let us firft take a view of the feds, 
religious tenets of thefe different clafles, and we 
lhall find that, like our modem Sophifters, they 
only agree in one point, and that is in their hatred 
to Chriftianity and Revelation j in all other points 
we lhall find them in perfedfc oppofition to one 
another with refpedt to their religious tenets or 
rather blafphemous impieties. 

The Hermetic Mafonry, or the Scotch degrees, Hermetic 
who work in chymiftry, have adopted Pantbeifm Mafonr}r ' 
or the true Spinoff m. With them every thing is 
God, and God is every thing. That is their grand 

Vox.. II, Y . myftery. 
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myftery, engraved in one word Jehovah on the 
ftone brought by the Knights Templars from the 
Holy Land. 

Let the reader refer to the preface of the zealous 
Knight of St. Andrew, who has given us fuch a 
circumftantial account of theie degrees. He will 
there fee our Knight reducing the refult of his 
whole doctrine to this famous text of Hermes T rif- 
megiftusj “ All is part of God} if all is part, the 
“ whole muft be God. Therefore every thing that 
“ is made made itfelf, and will never ceafe to oSt, 
" for this agent cannot repofe. And as God has 
*' no end, fo can his works have' neither beginning 
“ nor end.” After having recited this pafiage our 
Pantheiftical adept tells us, “ Such is the fum- 
“ mary though expreffive belief of the whole Her- 
« metic Syftem j” in a word the whole religious 
fyftem of the Scotch degrees, with the difeovery of 
which he is fo much pleated. 

Let not the reader fuppofe that he attempts to 
explain away the expreffion all Is God. In his opi- 
nion nothing but the groffeft ignorance and preju- 
dice can difapprove of the alfertion. 1 It is in vain 
to object, that, making the grain of fand, the 
Heavens, the Earth, the animal, or man, Apart 
of God, is rendering the Deity diyifiWe ; for he 
will anfwer, that it is only the groffeft ignorance 
which hides from us, that thofe millions of millions 
of parts are fo united together and Jo effentiaHy eenfii- 

Pite 
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Ititt a God wmolE) that to feparate a Jingle particle 
'would be to annihilate the whole itfilf or the Great 
Jehovah. But, left the Knight of the Craft 
Ihouki be vain on finding himfelf a part of God, 
our Hierophant informs us, that as the little finger 
is always lefs than the whole body ; fo is man, though 
afinall particle of Ged> Infinitely fmaller than Jeho- 
vah. Our adept may neverthelefs rejoice, how 
ever fmall a particle he may be of the Deity, as 
the day will come when he is to be reunited to the 
great whole, the day when, every thing being re- 
united to the great Jehovah, harmony will be com- 
plete, and true Pantbeifm will be ejlablifhed for 
ever *. 

It is to be hoped that the reader does not expert 
Us to trouble ourfelves with the refutation of fo 
monftrous a fyftem. The preface however is not 
the only part of that work which lays down this 
fyftem as the tenets of thefe degrees; for, after 
the defeription of them, we find what are called 
Solomon’s Thefts 5 alfo the Archetype world ; and 
thefe are productions all tending to ftrengthen them 
in their impiety J . We fhall not therefore be ac- 
Cufed of calumniating this branch of Mafonry by 
attributing to it a fyftem which makes the villain, 
like the juft man, a conftitucnt part of the Deity, 

• Preface to the Scotch Degrees, 
f Second Part, Edition of Stockholm, 17^2. 
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and reprefcnts vice and virtue as the very aftion 
of the Deity ; a fyftem which promifes the fame 
deftiny to the good and to the wicked, of being re- 
lented to the Deity ; and thus, after having ceafed 
to be man, of being God to all eternity. 

The Cabaliftic fyftem, without being lets impi- 
Mifonry. OUS| ^ fa- more humiliating for the human under- 
(landing ; and that efpecially in an age which pre- 
tends to the high-founding appellation of the Phi- 
lofophic age, of die age of light. It was in the 
Pruftlan Lodges of the Roficrucians that this 
Cabaliftic fyftem was to be found ; at lead before 
their union with the Illumines*. We have au- 
thentic information, that this was adopted by cer- 
tain Lodges of Roficrucians in France a few 
years before the Revolution, and particularly at 
Bourdeaux. To prevent, however, all poffibiiity 
of being miftaken, whatever we (hall fay on this 
fubjedt (hall be grounded on the Cabaliftic lec- 
tures lately printed under the title of Tele/cope de 
Zorooftre. They are dedicated to one of thole 
Princes whom the author does not name, but 
whofe zealous purfuics in thefe myfteries are diffi- 
dently known by public report. With fiich a 
guide we lhall not be accufed of impofing on our 
readers. 


* Letters from Philon to Sparttcus, 
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* The Jehovah of this fedt is no longer the God 
whole ; but he is at once the God Sisamoro, and 
the God Senamira. The firft is joined by the 
Genius Sallak, and the fecond by the Genius 
Sokak. If thefe famous Cabaliftic words are in- 
verted, we have Oromafis or the God good, and 
Arimanes the God evil, and the Genii will become 
Kallas and Kakos, pretty correctly Greek for good and 
Bad *. 

Thus in attributing to Oromasis a multitude 
of good Genii or fpirirs like himfelf, and to Ari- 
manes evil Genii participating of his own wicked* 
nefs, we have the Jehovah of Cabaliftic Maftmry ; 
that is to fay, the word to be recovered in their 
Lodges, or the tenets to be fubftituted to thofe of 
Chriftianity. 

Of thefe good and evil Genii, fome are more 
perfedt fpirits and prefidc over the planets, the 
-riling and fetting of the Sun, the increafe and de- 
creafe of the Moon; others, inferior to the firft, 
but fuperior to the human foul, exercife their em- 
pire over die Stars and Conttellations ; but in both 
thefe clafies, the good are the angels of life, vic- 
tory and happinefs, while the bad are the angels 
of death and calamity. All know the fecrets of 
the paft, prefent, and to come, and can impart 
this great fcience to the adepts. To captivate 

* Telefcope deZoroaitre, page 13. 
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their favour, the Cabaliftic Mafon is to ftudy what 
we ftiould call the Conjuring-book. He muft be 
well verfed in the names and figns of the planets 
and conftellations ; he muft alfo know whether it 
be a good or evil Genius which prefides over it, 
and which are the numbers that reprefent them. 
By the word Gbendia, for example, he muft un- 
derftand the rifing Sun, a pure, mild and adivc 
fpirit, prefiding at births, and at all natural affec- 
tions which are good. Setbopboros, on the con- 
trary, is Saturn, the planet which may be looked 
upon as the head quarters of the evil Genii. 

It is not our objett to give a dictionary of all 
their Hieroglyphics, much left to delcribe the cir- 
cles, the triangles, the table, the urns, and the 
magic mirrors, in a word all the feience of the 
Cabaliftic Roficrucian. The reader has foeo a 
fufficient Ipecimen, to be convinced, that the 
whole is an incoherent fyftem of the vileft and 
grofleft fuperftition. It might be only humilia- 
ting to nature, did not the adept carry his im- 
piety to fuch an extent, that he looks upon the 
communication with, and apparitions of the Devils, 
whom he invokes under the appellation of Genii, 
as a Ipecial favour, and on them he relies for the 
whole fuccefs of his enchantments. If we are to 
credit the maflers of the art, the Cabaliftic Maibn 
will be favoured by thefe good and evil Genii, in 
proportion to the confidence he has in their power; 

they 
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they will appear to him, and they will explain more 
to him in the magic table, than the human under- 
(landing can conceive. 

Nor is the adept to fear the company of the evil 
Genii. He muft firmly believe, that the vntft among 
them, the moft hideous of thofe beings which the 
vulgar call Devils , are never bad company for mor- 
tals. In many cafes he is to prefer the company 
of thefe evil Genii to that of die good i the latter 
frequendy colling you your reft, fortune, and 
iometimes even your life j while we often have the 
' greateft obligations to the former *. 

From whencefoever thefe Genii or Devils may 
come, it is from them alone that the adept can 
learn the occult fciences, which will infufe into 
him the Ipirit of prophecy. He will be informed, 
that Moles, the Prophets, and the three Kings, had 
no other teachers, no other art, but that of Caba- 
•lillic Mafonry, like him and Noftradamus. 

When immerfed in this delirium of folly and im- 
piety the adept becomes dear to the fed. He will 
have Ihown that he prefers the dodrine of Si/a- 
moro and of Senamira to that of the gofpel i that he 
had rather be a madman than-a Chriftian j and then 
be will have attained the grand objed of the laft 
raytteries of Cab&liftk Mafonry. 

* Id. page 118 and 13d. 

Y 4 Thofe 
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Thofc Maions who may have adopcd a different 
courfc to arrive at the fame end, are to take gnrac 
care not to diferedit the Cabal. Though they 
dilbelieve the art themfelves, let them lay at lead, 
«* That there is nothing wonderful in judicial 
“ aftrology but its means, that its tendency is ex- 
“ tremely Ample : That it is very poflible, that 
“ at the hour of your birth a ftar fhould be in a 
«* certain pofition of the Heavens, and in a parti- 
“ cular afpeft, and that nature lhould follow a 
** particular courfe, which, through a concatena- 
** tion of caufes, would be favourable or fatal to 
“ you.” Then let them add a few Sophifms to 
corroborate this idea, and give themfelves out for 
learned Philofophers, and the left will approve 
their conduft as tending to avenge the Cabalillic 
Mafon, and bring his fcicnce into repute*. 

• Seethe Continuation of Errors and of Truth fy 
an unknown Pbilofopber. Mafonic Era 5784. Chap, of Vices 
and Advantages. Notwithftatiding the title of this book* 
it is far from being a Continuation of the work of which I am 
about to treat i It was only a fnare laid by Holbach’s club, 
who, feeing the immenfe run which Mr. de St. Martin’s 
work had, adopted the title of Continuation oe. Errors and 
of Truth to attra& the curiofity of the public. In this 
pretended continuation, whole pages are copied from the 
works of the club, coinciding in nothing with Mr. s de St« 
Martin’s fyltem, excepting in its zeal for Mafonry. 
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Were I not writing for the Hiftorian, I fhould 
fear to abufe my reader’s patience with the enu- 
meration of thefe abfurdities of Occult Mafonry. 

‘ But in defcribing the grand caufes of a Revolu- 
tion which threatens all Eurepe, it is neceffary at 
lead to give a general idea of thofe fyftems of Im- 
piety and Rebellion whence it originated. We 
fpare him the trouble of refearch, he* will only 
have to verify our quotations ; he will know from 
what fburces he is to derive his proofs. Befide, 
one t>f the molt dangerous arts of the fed, is not 
only to hide its tenets and its variegated means of 
attaining its Revolutionary objed, but it wifhes 
even to conceal the very names of its different 
claffes. That which may appear to be the fartheft 
from Impiety or Rebellion may be the moft ftre- 
nuous in its attempts to revive the antique fyftems 
of the bittcreft enemies * to Governments and to 
Chriftianity. 

It may be matter of furprize to many, to fee me 
comprehend the Mardnifts among the latter, they 
are, neverthelefs, the perfons whom I had in view. 
As to the origin of Mr. de St. Martin, who has 
given them his name, we are ignorant ; but we 
defy any body to fhow a greater appearance of pro- 
bity, or to affume a more devout and mellifluous 
myftical ftrain, than the hypocrify of this fpurious 
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offspring of Curbicus the flave *. We have been 

# 

acquainted with men whom he had feduced, with 
others that he wilhed to /educe, and all /poke of 
his great zeal and refpeft for Chrift and his gofpel, 
and for Governments. We ihall leek his do&rinei 
and his views in his own writings, in the Apoca- 
lypfe of his adepts, in his famous book of Errors 

• Terebinthus, or Budia, a difciple of Scythian, a conjurer* 
finding that the Perfian Priefh oppofed his defigns, retired to a 
nwdtrw's bonfe in Paleftine to whom he left all his money and 
books. She bought a flave named Curbicus, whom (he 
afterwards adopted and caufed to be intruded in all the 
fciences of Perfia. After her death he quitted the name of 
Curbicus , to blot out the memory of his firft condition, and 
took that of Mans s, which in the Perfian language figniiea 
difcour/t . For an account of his do&rines many learned wri- 
ters, and particularly St. Auguftin, may be confulted. They 
are reprefented as the common fewer of all the impieties of 
the times, and as the feat of empire which Satan had chofen 
to himfelf. 

Manes had the infolence to promife the King of Perfia that 
he would cure his fon by his prayers, and the credulous 
Prince, believing him, negle&ed the remedies of art, and 
fent away his phyficians. The fon died, and Manes was 
thrown into prifon ; but, efcaping from thence, he flfcd into 
Mefopotamia ; after various adventures however, falling into 
the hands of the King of Perfia, he was flayed alive, and his 
carcafs call upon the dunghill to be devoured by wild beafls. 
His fkin was fluffed, and hung up on one of the city gates. — 
His followers honoured him as a martyr, and, in memory rf 
his being flayed with reeds, they Jleft nfan (See the 

** Annals of the Church,”—' Third Age). T. 

AND 
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and of Truth. We have learned to our coft 
what labour and what pains are neccflary to un- 
ravel this work of darknels but furely the fame 
perfevcrance Ihould be Ihown by the difciples of 
truth, as by the adepts of darknefs. 

Much patience is requifite to underlland and to 
elucidate the code of the Marrinift Mafon, amidft 
its myfterious language of numbers and enigmas. 
We will Ipare as much as pofiiblc this trouble to 
our readers. Let the Hero of thefe do&rines ap- 
pear, and he will be found to be no other than the 
fervile copyift of the abfurdities of the Herefiarch 
Dave, and a rival of his hypocrify. With all the 
tortuofities of Manes we (hall behold him leading 
his adepts through the fame p iths, infufing into 
them the fame hatred for the altars of Chriftianity, 
for the thrones of Sovereigns, and for all political 
eftablilhments whatever. We will begin with his 
religious fyftems ; but though we (hail comprels 
whole volumes of impious abfurdity into a few 
1 pages, ftill we muft again appeal to the patience 
of the reader j for as their Martinift Mafons con- 
tributed much to the Revolution, it is neceffary 
that their fophiftical reveries Ihould be known. 

We are, then, to form an idea of a firji being ; 
one •, univerfial ; of bimfeif j and the beginning of all 
principle. At firft fight, this firji being appears to 
be the Qq4 whole, or, the Jehovah of Pantheifm : 

and 
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and fuch really is the^rd bring of the Mardnifts* * * § . 
But this God whole comprehends a twofold God ; 
one the principle of good, the other of evil . The 
former, though produced by the firft bring, bolds of 
itfelf the whole of its power, and all its worth. It is 
infinitely good, and can only do good. It produces 
another being of its own fubftance, at firft good 
like itfelC but which foon becomes infinitely bad, 
and can do nothing but evil f. The God Good, 
though it holds all its power of itfelf, could neither 
create this world, nor any corporeal being, without 
the means of the God Evil J : the one aSs, the other 
reafts, and from their conflicts the wo'rld is framed, 
and bodies are formed of the /parks, as it were, 
emanating from this ftruggle between the God or 
principle of Good, and the God or principle of Evil. 

“ Man already exifted at that time, as no origin 
“ can be anterior to man. He is antecedent to 
“ any being in nature j he exifted before the birth 
“ of the Genii ; neverthelefs he only came after 
ft them §. Man at that time exifted without a 
“ body, and a much preferable ftate to that m 
“ which he is at prefent j for, inafmuch as his 
“ adtual ftate is limited, and replete with dilguft, 

• Of Errors and of Truth, 2d Part, page 149. • 

f Firft Seftion. 

| Ibid. Of Temporal Caufes and Concatenations. 

§ Ibid. Of Primitive Man. 

“ fo 
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** fo was his former unlimited and abounding in 
“ delights *. 

By the ill ufe he made of his Liberty, he erred 
from die centre at which the God Good had placed 
him i he then acquired a body, and that was the 
period of his firft fall. But in his fall he preferved 
his dignity ; he is dill of die fame offence as the God 
Good. To convince ourfelves of it, *« we have 
** only to reflect on the nature of thought ; and 
“ we (ball foon perceive, that it being Ample, one, 
w and unalterable, there can be but one fort of 
" being capable of it} as nothing can be common 
c * between beings of different natures. We fhall 
“ obfcrve, that if man has in himlelf an idea of a 
“ Supreme Being, of an active and intelligent 
“ caufc which executes his will, he muft be of the 
“ lame effence as that fuperior Being f.” There- 
fore, according to the Martinift Syftem, the God 
Good, tbf God Evil, and every thinking being . , or, 
in other words, God, Man, and the Devil, are of 
the lame nature, the fame effence, and the lame 
ipecies. 

• Ibid.— We think it neceflary to inform our readers, that 
ye have made ufe of the Edinburgh edition, which is the leaft 
enigmatical As Philofophifm and Impiety gained ground, 
the Mart ini lb thought they might have fewer •voluntary ob- 
fcuiities, and they have fuppreifed, or given in common print, 
what was originally only e^prefled in cyphers, in which the 
firft edition abounds. 

t Ibid. Of (he Affinities of Thinking Beings, page 205. 
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If therefore the adept does not think htmfcjf 
God or Devil, it is not the fault of his teachers. 
There is, however, a remarkable difference be- 
tween man and the God Evil. For the Devil, of 
the principle of Evil, leparated from the God 
Good, can never return to him; whereas man 
will return to the fame date he was in antecedent- 
ly to time and the Jparkling conflict. “ He. erred 
** by going from four to nine, but re-eftabliihes 
«* himfelf by returning from nine to four V' 

This enigmatical jargon becomes more intelli- 
gible as the adept advances in the myfteries. He 
learns that the number four fignifies a firait line — 
number nine the circumference or the curve line f .• 
then that the fun is a quaternary number; that 
number nine reprefents the moon, and con&quently 

• This was precifely the leflon Mr. de St. Martin was ex- 
plaining to the Marquis de C He traced his circles on 

the table ; then, pointing to the centre, he added, t€ You fee 
** how every thing emanating from the centre moves in tie 
** radius to reach the circumference/*—* •* I perceive iu* 
fays the Marquis ; “ but I alfo obferve, that having reached 
“ the circumference this body emanating from the centre 
“ may proceed in a tangent or a firait line ; and then I da 
*' not underfland how yon can demonilrate that it muft necet 
“ farily be returned back to the centre.** This was /efficient 
to difeoncert the learned DoAor of the MartiniAs. He 
neverthelefs continued to teach, that fouls emanating from 
God by the number four, would return to him by the number 
nine. 

t Ibid, id Part, page 106, n 6 % 
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the earth of which it it hut a fateUite*: and hence 
the adept concludes, that man anterior to time was 
in the fun or in the centre of light. That he flew 
from thence by the radius, and that, palling by the 
moon, he remains on the earth, until the time 
comes when he ihall be reflected back to his centre, 
to be incorporated with the God Good. 

In the mean time, till he can enjoy that happi-i 
nefs, M it is a moft fallacious fyftem to pretend to 
«* lead men to wiidom by the frightful defeription of 
u eternal flames hr a life to come. Such deferiptions 
<* are of no avail when unfelt j therefore the blind 
“ teachers, who can only reprefcnt thofe torments 
“ to us in imagination, rnuft ncceflarily produce 
“ but little effedt upon us t.” 

The enlightened Martinift, fearing above fuch 
teachers, eraies the pains of hell from his moral 
code •, and it is worthy of remark, that this is the 
leading feature in the Svftems of the Sophifters of 
the Occult Lodges, as well as of the Sophifters of 
the Secret Academy. We lhould be tempted to 
fuppofe, that they knew no means of working their 
falvation but by deftroying the poflibility of being 
damned; and that, by denying the exiftence of 
hell, they fought to harden themfelves and all na- 
tions to crimes the moft deferving of the divine 
vengeance. 


• Ibid. Page 114 and 215. 
f Ibid. Firft Seftion. 
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The Martinift fubftitutes “ three temporal worlds . 
** There are but three degrees of Expiation, or 
** three degrees of real F. M. ( Free-mafonry )” 
This is pretty clearly afferting, that the perfeft 
Mafon neither has fin to fear, nor penance to per- 
form j but in every fenfe the reader can no longer 
doubt of the fy Hematic impiety which reigns 
throughout thefe abfurdities, in direft oppo&tion 
to the Gofpel. It was not fufikient for the left 
to renew in their hatred the ancient blaiphemies 
of a lenfelefs Philofophy j but the deteftadon of 
Laws, Sovereigns, and Governments, was to min- 
gle with their myfteries j and in this our Martiryfi: 
adept only primes over' the Jacobin, by the art 
and cunning with which he infufes his Ipirit of 
Rebellion, and broods over the downfal of the 
Throne. 

Let not the zealous adept appear, protefting his 
refpeft for the Throne or Government ; 1 have 
heard their protections, I have heard thole of 
their mailers j but I have alfo heard their doctrines, 
and feen their tranfaftions. It is in vain for their 
chief to teach them privately, or to envelop them 
in enigmatic language ; for, had I not hereafter to 
unfold the iniquitous myfteries of the Illuminees, 
the reader would be ready to pronounce, without 
hefitation, that of all the conlpiring lefts the Mar- 
tinift Lodges are the moft dangerous. 

Necker, 
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i Necker, La Fayette, or Mirabeau, notwith- 
ftanding their Sovereignty of the People, fought a 
Conftitutional King} Briflot, Syeyes, or Petion, 
fupported the Republican Syftem j conventions, 
compacts, and oaths, were admitted by both. But 
the Martinift denies the Intimacy of every Em- 
pire which may have originated in violence} force, 
or conqueft ; he denies all fociety.whofe founda- 
tion refts on conventions or compacts, though 
freely entered into. The former are adls of ty- 
ranny, which never can be legitimated ; no anti- 
quity, no prescription can render them valid, pre- 
scription being a mere invention of tyranny, as a 
palliative to injuftice, in diredt oppofition to the 
laws of nature, which knows of no fuch invention. 
u The edifice formed on a voluntary affociation 
“ is equally as imaginary as if it were on a forced 

affociation V* To prove thefe two affertions, 
and particularly the latter, is the main ohjedt of 
our Hero’s Sophiftry. He eafily decides, that it 
is impqfible that any Social corhpaSl could have been 
Sreely entered into by all the individuals of a ft ate. He 
afks, whether it ft ands to reafon that manjhould rely 
on tbofe who bad formed fuch a compaS, or whether 
they over bad the power of forming it ? He examines 
the queftion, and concludes, “ that a voluntary 
“ affociation is neither more juft nor reafonable 

* Ibid. Section j. 

Vol. A. Z . " than 
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R than it is pradicable, fince by fuch an ad, man 
** muft inveft other men with a right (his own li- 
H berty) which he cannot dilpofe of himfclf ; and 
“ fince he transfers a right which he has not, be 
“ makes a conimttem which is abfolutely void, and 
“ which neither himjelf, the chiefs , nor fulje&s cm 
“ put into execution, fince it can neither heme hen * 
n binding on the me nor the other 

Then come the innocent artifices Of protefta- 
tions of fidelity and fubmiffiofl to die reigning 
powers, and invitations not to trouble the order of 
the exiting laws and governments ; bttt ftupidky 
Itfelf cannot be duped by fuch artifices. After the 
Martinrft has told us, that focial compacts, though 
freely formed, are null, and that afiociations formed 
by force are void, what can be the fubmifiion 
which the Civil Laws, the Magiftrates, or the 
Princes can exad from their fubjeds ? 

The Hero of the Martinifts alfb fhudders at the 
very idea of revolt, or of infurredion but then 
it is becaufe the individual is expofed to ads of 
violence refulting from private authority. When 
the mob fhall have imbibed thefe principles, when 
private violences are no longer to be feared, what 
will all thefe reftridions and exhortations avail for 
the prefervation of peace and fubmiflion to the 
conftituted authorities ? Docs not the Marring 

• lb. Fart II. Seft. j, page qh 

try 
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try every means to pctfoade that fame mob that 
thtfte never cxifted a legitimate Prince, nor a law- 
ful Government ? Is he not perpetually recalling 
diem to their firft origin y ” when the rights of one 
“ mad over another were Hot known, becaufe it 
« whs impoffible that fuch rights could exiffc among 
** equal, beings*?” 

With them, it is lofficient to obfcrve the varia- 
tidns of Governments, and their foccefl&on y that 
feme have perilhed, others are perifhing, or wilt 
perdh before the end: of the world, to be convinced 
that they are no more than the offspring of lie 
eaprki of man, or of their difor dered magbtatum f . 

In fine, I know that the Martiirift makes pro- 
feflion of a true government, a real authority of 
mart oter men, and that he pteafes to Call it a 
Monarchy. But notwithftanding all the fobtilties 
of his myfterious language, this very profefikm 
will prove to be the moft untverfal Corifpiracy 
againft every cxifting Government. He tells us, 
that there is a fuperiority to be acquired by one' 
man over others, the fuperiority of learning, of 
means, of experience, which bring him nearer to , 
his original f ate, and this is a fuperiority of fait , 

“ and of neceffity, becaufe other men, having ap- 
“ {died lefe and not having reaped the fame ad- • 

** vantages, will ftand ia need of him, from the 

* Ibid. Part II. page 16 and 17. ' 

f Ibid. Of the SnftabiHty of Governments, page 34 and 33. 

Z a “ poverty 
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K poverty and dimnefs of their Acuities 
The reader will naturally conclude, that according 
to this fyftem nobody could exercife a lawful au- 
thority over his equals, but in right of his virtues, 
his experience, and his means of being ule fill. 
And that is in reality the firft artifice of the fe£t, 
which immediately overthrows all idea of heredi- 
tary fucccIEon, which fubmits the rights of the 
Sovereign to the reveries of the fa&ious and of die 
populace on the virtue, talents, and fuccefs of him 
who governs. But let us follow their windings, 
and unfold their myfterious writings. “ If every 
“man, fay they, attained to the lame degree of 
“ his own power, then every man would be a 
“ King.” 

Thefe words evidently fhow, that in the fenfe of 
the Martinift, he only is not King who is not ar- 
rived at the laft degree of bis power, or of his 
ftrength in the natural ftate. A little further it 
appears, that this difference alone can conftitutc a 
real political authority, that fuch is the principle of 
unity, the only one by which nature allows the ex- 
ercife of a legitimate authority over men, the only 
light which can reunite them in a body f. 

The reader may believe it to be a chimerical 
r-efearch to feek in the hiftory of man for a focicty 
where he alone commands whofe powers or facul* 

• Ibid, page 18. f Ibid, page 29. 

. . ties 
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tics have been the belt developed in the order of 
nature, where he alone obeys who has not acquired 
this degree of power ; but the Martinift will carry 
him back “ to thofe happy days faid to have had 
“ no exiftence but in the imagination of the poets, 
“ becauie, diftant from them, and ftrangers to 
“ their fweets, we have been weak enough to be- 
“ lieve, that becauie we did not enjoy them, they 
“ could not exift V 

Should you not immediately perceive that the 
only legitimate authority is that exercifed of old, or 
in the golden age, when each father of a family was 
the foie king; when the fon, acquiring fufficient 
ftrength and age to develope his powers , became 
king himfelf; ihould you deny thefe confequences, 
and object, that no government had ever perpe- 
tuated itfclf fince the commencement of the world, 
and that confequently the rule given to difcover 
the only legitimate government pointed out none ; 
you are then left to your own imagination, and the 
adept will continue, “ Neverthelefs, it is one of 
“ thofe truths which 1 can beft affirm, nor do I 
" pledge myfelf too far, when I certify to my 
** equals, that there arc governments which have 
" fubfiftid ever face man was fir ft placed upon earth , 
<c and will Jubfift until the end ; and that for the 
5* lame reafons which made me aflert, that here 

• Ibid, 

Z 3 “ below 
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** below there always h *4 been wd alw#yswi& 
“ be legitimate governments What then are 
or can be chefe legitimate governments which the 
Martinift recognizes ? What can foe thfcfc govern* 
tnents which have fubGfted from the beginning, 
and will fuhfift until the end of time i None can 
be furmifed, but that of the patriarchs, or of the 
firft families governed by the foie paternal autho- 
rity. In later ages, can any other be found than 
that of ifolated families, or of the Nomadcs, die 
Tartars, or the Savages roaming through forefts 
without any other chief than the father of the fa- 
mily i And it is there alone, that thole whofe age 
has equally developed their ftrength and tbeir 
power, will find themfelves all equal and each * 
king, that is to fay, each one recognizing no other 
law than his own, and each acquiring at the fame 
age all the power of a father over his children. 
This government may perhaps be traced in civil 
focietyj each private family abftra&edly taken 
may be faid to perpetuate this government, and it 
has cxifted and will perpetuate itfelf until the end 
of time-. Now let the reader refleft on wbat has 
been faid on governments formed by force or free 
compaft, on thole governments which have pe- 
rilled, do periih, or will perifh hefore the end of 
time, and which by this diftin&ive mark are known 


> * Ibid. Page 35 and 36. 
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to be illegitimate. He will clearly perceive, that 
all the zeal of the Martinilb for the true monarchy, 
for the only legitimate government, the only one con- 
Jiftent with nature , the only one lading as the world, 
is nothing clfe but the wilh of reducing all fociety, 
all legitimate authority, to that of a father govern- 
ing his children: to overturn every throne and an- 
nihilate every law but that of- the ancient patri- 
archs. 

Such is the whole tendency of the political fyf- 
tem of th? Martin ids. Many more blafphemies 
both religious and political might be extracted 
from this work; nor would it be impoflible to 
prove, that in the fenfe of the Martinifts, the great 
adultery of man, the true caufe of all his misfor- 
tunes in this world, the real original fin of mankind, 
was his having divorced himfelf from the laws of 
nature, to fubje& himfelf to laws which nature con- 
demns, to thole of Emperors, of Kings, and even of 
Republics, in a word, to any other authority ex- 
cept the paternal *. But this matter would require 
us to follow all the windings of their myfterious 
language, a talk that would be as tedious to my 
reader as to myfelf. I truft therefore that he will 
not be difplealed with me for having fpared him 
the labour of refcarch, which 1 have endured in the 
talk of gathering from amidft thefe voluntary ok- 

•* Part II. ScO.$. Art. ApvtTsav. 

Z 4 fcurittes 
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fntritus feme of Aofe hnninous traits 'which now 
and then efcape the left ; and the re~union of which 
leaves no doubt as to the grand objed of this 
Apocalypfi*. 

In reading over and fhidying this extraordinary 
code, one would be tempted to decide with Vol- 
taire, that there never was printed a more ahjkrd 
aijcure, mad, or feetijb work ; and we fiiould be 
equally furprized that fuch a code had produced lb 
many enthufiafts, or that we know not what Dean 
of Philoibphy had been fo much enchanted with 
it *. But in all probability this Dean had not lent 
die word of the enigma to Voltaire; he had not tokl 
him that this voluntary obfcurity was one of the 
mod powerful means employed by the fed to crulb 
the altar and the throne. The works of Voltaire 
himfelf had not the celebrity of Mr. de Sc Martin's 
Apocalyp (e. The greater the obfcurity the more 
it attracted the curiofity and piqued thevanity of 
his difciples ; the adepts of the firft clais tutored 
and explained it to the young novices, and none 
were more eager than thofe of the fair lex. Their 
dreffing-rooms were metamorphofed into fcciet 
fchools, where the interpreting adept developed the 
myfteries of each page, and the novice in extafy 
applauded the mvftery which was hidden from the 
vulgar. Little by little the novice herfelf became 

• Let. of Voltaire to D’Alembert, 061 . it, 1776. 

an 
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an interpreter, and founded a fpecies of fchool.— 
•This is not a mere aifertion ; fuch fchools for the 
explanation of the code exifted at Paris and in the 
Provinces, particularly at Avignon, the head- 
quarters of the Martinifts. I was and am ac- 
quainted with fcveral perfons who were introduced 
to thefe fchools. They were the preparatory fteps 
to initiation. There they learned the art of im- 
pofing on the fimple by factitious apparitions, 
which ended by calling ridicule on the feft; the 
art of conjuring up die dead; the art of making 
abient perfons fpealc, or of feeing them at a thou- 
sand miles diftance ; in fine, all thofe arts which 
quacks and mountebanks of all ages have invented 
to delude the populace, and rob them of their 
money, die Martinift ftudied to enable them to 
make converts to Impiety and Rebellion. 

This fed made great progrefs in France and 
Germany; fome even have reached England ; and 
every where their grand objeCt is to reprefent the 
French Revolution as the fire which is to purify 
the world. 

Notwithllanding the multitude of the Martinift 
Mafons, they are not nearly fo numerous as the 
Kcleftic Mafons ; and thefe indeed fhoultf naturally 
predominate in an age when the Philofophifin of 
the Atheifts and Deifls only fucceeds to the ancient 
herefies jo order to abforb them all. 

The 
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The appellation of Ededic is applied to a Free - 
mafon, as it was formerly to certain Philofophen. 
We are to underftand by this word thole of the 
adepts who, after having palled through the dif- 
ferent degrees of Mafonry, attach thcmlelvcs to no 
particular fyftem, either political or religious, into 
which they have been initiated, but adopt horn them 
all whatever may beft fuit their political or religious 
views *. They are neither Hermetic, Cabaliltic 
nor Martini!! Mafons j they are what they pleale. 
Drifts, Atheifts, Sceptics, an aggregate of all the 
errors of the Philolophifm of the day. They, like 
the Ample Sophifters of the age, have a twofold 
point of union. With refped to Religion, they all 
admit that Liberty and Equality which denies every 
authority but their own reafon, and rejefts all re- 
vealed religion ; as to governments, they admit of» 
no Kings, unlefs fubfervient to the will of the 
people in right of its fovcreignty. I (hah be veiy 
brief on this clals ; it is that of the Briffots, Con- 
dorcets or Lalandes j in a word of the Sophifters 
of the day, whom we lhall foon fee combining 
with Mafonry to operate their Revolution. Were 
we to expofe their fyftems it would only be a re- 
petition of what has been faid of the Sophifters 
confpiring againft the altar and the throne i and 
the multitude of thcfe abettors of Impiety who 

• See the Archives of the Free -mafons and Roficmcians, 
Chap. 3. Edition of Berlin, 1785. 
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xrere in our rime aggregated to die Mafonic 
Lodges would alone prove how peculiarly fiich* 
plots coincided with theft principles. 

I know that there is another fpecies of Ecleftic 
JMifons lately cftabtilhed in Germany. Thefe not 
only make profeffion of appertaining to no par- 
ticular fyftem of Mafonry, but aflert alfo that 
they depend on none. According to them, all 
are independent, all have the right of making their 
own laws. It is for that rcaion that they have 
aboliflted the very names of Grand Lodge and of 
Scotch Lodge *. and in this relpeft they may be 
laid to have improved upon Mafonic Liberty and 
Equality*. 

In this light the Ecle£tic Mafons could not have 
been very numerous in France, as the major part 
of them were under the infpedtion of the Grand 
Parifian Lodge called the Grqnd Orient. But our 
modem Sophifters had introduced into all the 
Lodges the true Ecle&ic fpirit of Impiety j and 
fentiment was a ftronger tie than a profefled 
opinion. This fentiment, to be uniform, muft 
agree in hating Chrift and his Religion, in deteft- 
ing all Sovereignty and all Legiflative Power, ex- 
cept that of the people. The Ecle&ic Mafon, 
like the Sophifters, are at liberty to fubftitute 
Deifm or Atheifm to Chriftianity, to replace Mo- 

• See the Rules of their Affixation, Frankfort, 1 8 th May, 
»7 8 3> hgned Ruftoer and Rottberg Secretaries. 
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narchy by Democracy or even by a Democratic 
Monarchy ; but a ftep lefc towards liberty and 
Equality would fuffice to banifh him from the 
Occult Lodges. 

All daflfes therefore, every code of Mafonry, 
Hermetic, Cabaliftic or Martinifts, an dEcIe&ic, 
all and each forwarded the Revolution ; and it little 
imported to the fedt which ftruck the blow, pro- 
vided ruin enfoed *. 

1 promifed to add to thefo proofs thofc which 
more particularly rcfult from the divers opinions 
pf Mafons on their origin. Let us here again be 
only guided by the moft learned and zealous of 
the fedt. The reader will confider whether the 
parents they have adopted would not fuffice alone 
to diredt their judgement on the plots of their pro- 
geny. 

.* Mctherie’s Journal 4 e Phy&jue, »79Q, 
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CHAP. XII. 

Proofs of the Origin of Free-mafons drawn from thfir 
own Syftems . 

Let us begirt by rejecting the opinions of* all 
thofe dcmi-adepts, who in their refearch on Ma- 
fonry, led away by the fimilarity of name, really 
believe themfelves defeended from the Mafons who 
built the Tower of Babel, or who railed the pyra* 
mids of Egypt, or more particularly from thofe 
who erefted Solomon’s Temple, or who worked 
at the Tower of Stralbourg ; in fine, of thofe who 
laid the foundations of lo many Churches in Scot- 
land in the tenth century. Thefe men of mortar 
had never been admitted -to the mylteries. If it be 
true' that they ever conftituted a part of the Bro- 
therhood, they were foon excluded j their minds 
were too blunt and not lufficiently Philofophic *« 

* I makfc this obfervatloU, as it is very pofflble that the 
name and implements of the Craft may be borrowed from the 
real Mafons. Many mechanical arts, in France at lead, had 
their figns, their ceremonies, their hidden language, which 
conflituted the fecret of the profeffion. This language and 
thefe figns ferved to diftinguiih the workmen, and denoted 
' • the 
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They were no longer wanted, when once the 
trowel, the compafies, the cubic ftone, the trun- 
cated or entire cohwrtne, became nothing more 

than. 

tfc« degree they bed acquired, whether Apprentice or 
MaJterj and was a method «f recognizing thofe who on the 
road aiked for work, or for fupport to enable them to contone 
their journey. For all men of the fame profeffion are naturally 
tftdiaed to help each other it preference to' grangers. 

It is very poffibJe that in time fome of the adepts initiated 
in the myfteries of the feft gained admiflion among the mec ha* 
ttical Mafons. Thtfe adepts may have formed others among 
Aofe mechanics. Then, to form a fepanrte fociety, h was 
mdy neceffiay to adopt new figns, and dnrafit different esfr 
Menu from thofe workmen and die Lodges were ready fort*. 

What may corroborate this fuppofition is, that there ends 
fc Prance anode# profeffion, which, had it not been for one 
•Made, might have andergone a fmrilar change. Thh is the 
profeffion of the Fin a an as (Htwr, of Word). Thefe men 
•Ife forta a confraternity. They have their figns, their watch- 
word, their fecret and their convivial meetings. They <->rt 
themfelves L'Ordrt Jet Findburs (the Oritr of tbt Htvsm 
«f Wood). They admit Gentlemen and Burgeffes into their 
order, who are initiated into the fecret, and attend their meet- 
ings and repalls in the fame manner as the Free-mafons do 
theirs. I have known men who were both Mafons and /«*. 
^emrs, and who from their birth and itations in life had fer 
other occupations than fplitting of wood. They were as re- 
ferved with refpeft to the fecret of the Ftxdturt as to that of 
Mafonry. J knew the, fentiments of thefe adepts, and 
not be furprifed that the foie reafon why they took fo smt 
*® * ntere ® “ the fecret of the Fendears was from itefimiU* 

riqr 
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than fyftemaric emblems ; and the learned adepts 
blufh at an origin which they confider as too ig- 
noble. 

We will fubdivide into two clafies the divers Virion* 
opinions fet forth in order to ennoble their origin. 

In the firft clals, we comprehend all thole who mafons 
alcend back to the myfteries of the Egyptian 
jpriefts, to thofe of Eleufis or the Greeks, or thofe 
who pretend to filiate from the Druids, or even 
•who call themfelves defendants of the Jews. lit 
the fecond clals, we confider thole who only trace 

rity to that" of Mafonry, dr elfc, that in timer, our adepts of 
the town were in hopes of Pkilofipbbcing their brethren of the 
woods. The grand obftacle to the propagation of thefe prin- 
ciples Wodld be the difficulty and infrequency of their meet- 
ings, which are held in the niidft 6( forefts, far from the eye 
of the prophane, and only in fine weather# Should the Phu 
lofbphift take it into his head to convert thefe repafts into 
thofe of Liberty and Equality, in a word, of the Golden Ago* 
then adepts would flock in from all parts, Sophiftieated differ- 
tations and allegories would be introduced ; but the uncouth 
inhabitant of the woods would no longer be able to compre- 
hend the myfteries. Some of the figns would be changed# 
the emblems of the profeffion would be preferred, and 
the Sophiftieated Lodges of the Fendeun eftablifhed in the 
towns would ceafe to be open to the clowmlh mechanics from 
whom they had adopted their allegorical emblems. It is very 
jmffible that fucb may have been the cafe with the Mechanical 
Maibns. This however is no more than a conjecture as to the 
mode of the fed; our readers will loon fee (hat we are not 
reduced to fnch uncertainty with regard to the origin of its 
fecret and of its dodrine. 

themfelves 
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tkcmfclves from the Knights Templars* or the 
Age of the CruLuies 

If 


* For theft diver* opinions let the reader confab from 
among the learned and zealous Mafons of German/, the 
Gischighte derUnberannten or the Hifloty cf the 
Unkxown, 1780, with this Epigraph — Gens sterna eft, in qud 
nemo nefettnr — Archiv fur Freymauibr, or the Archives 
tf the Freema/nns, Berlin 1784 — Ubkr die Alten uicd 
MfeuBN MystERibn, or of Ancient and Undent Bijfierm , 
Berlin 1781 — Die Hebraxsche mystbrisn, oder die 
altestk religiose Frbymau re rev, the Mjfieries of tbi 
Hebrews, or the mef ancient religions Fretmafinrj, Leigfic 1788. 
Among the Englilh Mafons he may confult the Spirit or 
Masonry by William Hntchin/on^ and among the French 
Gnillemain di'St. ViBor oK the Origin op Masonrt, 
Sec. 

Let the reader remember thatftveral of theft works might 
have been quoted for the greateft abfurdities that Mnfoasy is 
guilty of; For example in the Archives of Freema- 
sonry, feveral difTertations are to be found written by their 
Do&ors on the Cabaliflic art, and that even by an Engliih 
Dodor, for the defence and inftru&ion of the Roficrucians.— 
I was really confounded; and almoil afhamed, when among 
other abfurdities I read, “ Astrology is a fcience which 
r ‘ by the Ctuadon of the ftars reveals the caufes of what has 
“ come to pafs and foretells what is to come. This fcience 
*' has had its blots, but that deftroys neither the foundation 
€t nor the fanBity of the art.” And this is written by an 
Englifh Doctor to jtaflify the Roficrucian Lodges, and to be 
•preferved in their Archives. (See theft Archives in Germnn, 
Bart III* No. 18, Page 37 ®)* 1 have added thU q uot ation, 
becaufe I am always afraid of its being faid, that I attribute 

iacre- 
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If we examine never io carefully the reafons on 
which the learned Mafons ground their filiation 
-from the ancient Philofophers> they will be found to 
contain merely this affertion : *« that in thole ancient 
" times when men firft began to dcfert the pri- 
" mitive truths, to follow a religion and morality 
<f founded on fupcrftition, fome fages were to be 
“ met with who fegregated themfelves from the 
** general mals of ignorance and corruption. Thefe 
t{ fages, perceiving that the grollhefs or the ftu- 
“ pidity of the people rendered them incapable of 

profiting by their leffons, formed feparate- 
41 fchools and difciples, to whom they tranfmitted 
.** the whole fcience of the ancient truths and of 
<f the dilcoveries they had made by their profound 
“ meditations on the nature, the religion, the 
" polity, and the rights of man. In thefe leffons 
lt fome infilled on the unity of God or true Deifm, 
-** others on the unity of the Great Being, or Pan- 
** theifm. The morality deduced from thefe prin- 
** ciples was pure j it was grounded on the duties 
“ of charity, on the rights of Liberty, and on the 
u means of living peaceably and happily. Left 

incredible things to fcreemafonry. I know that in one fenfe 
they are incredible, but it is fo only to thofe who are Grangers 
to the 'proofs. Were the books of Mafonry in different 
languages to be consulted, efpecially thofe in German, they 
would be found to fuperabound in proofs. 

Vol. II. A a " thefe 
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« thtfe do&rines ihould leffen in value, (hould be 
« fklfified or be entirely loft, thefc fages com- 
« manded their difciples to keep them fecret. — 
« They alfo gave them figns and a particular 
« language by which they were to recognize each 
** other. All thofe who were admitted to this 
« fchool and to thefc myfteries were the children 
« of Light and Liberty, while all the reft of man- 
« kind were with refpeft to them bu t flaws and 
« prophane beings j and hence their contempt for 
tt the vulgar. This was alfo die reafon why the 
« difciples of Pythagoras obfcrved fuch a pro- 
« found filence, the origin of that particular and 
<« fecret fcience of the divers fchoois. Hence the 
« myfteries of the Egyptians and afterwards of the 
Greeks and of the Druids, even die very my- 
t< fteries of the Jews themfelves, or of Moles ini- 
« -tiated in all the fccrets of the Egyptians. 

« Thefc divers fchoois and the fccrets of thefc 
« myfteries have not been loft ; the Philofophers 
« of Greece tranfinitted them to thofcofRome, 
« and the Philofophers of all nations followed the 
»c fame line of conduct after the eftabliftment of 
« Cbriftianify. The fecret was always prefenred, 
« becaufc it was necejfary to avoid the perfections 
« of an intolerant Church and of its Priefls. The 
« fages of divers nations by means of the figns 
which had been originally eftablilhed, recogni- 
« zed each other, as the Freemafons do every 

“where 


Digitized by LjOoq le 



.ANTIMONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY. 3^5 

** where at this prcfent day. The name only has 
“ been changed ; and the fecret has been handed 
“ down under the denomination of Frecmafonry, 

“ as it was formerly under the fandtion of the Magi, 

“ of the Priefts of Memphis or of Eleufis, and of 
u Platonic or Eclediic Philofophers. Such is the 
“ origin of Mafonry, fuch are the caufes which 
** perpetuate it, and which render it the fame in 
all parts of the world 

This is the faithful refult of what the moft Falfity of 
learned Mafons have publilhed on their origin.-— ll “ s ori * 
It is not our objedt to examine how falfe are fuch S 
ideas on the pretended dodtrine of the Perfian, 
Egyptian, Grecian, Roman or Druid fages, nor 
how contrary to all hiftory. In the firft place, 
can any thing be more abfurd than to fuppofe, 
that there exifted a unity of religious opinions, of 
morality, and of fecrets among Philofophers, who 
have left behind them fyftems as variegated, and as 
oppofite to each other, and as abfurd as thofe of 
our modern fophifticated Philofophifts f ? Nor do 
I undertake to examine the erroneous afiertion, 

• An Extraft from the Divers works cited in the Note. 

■f Let thofe who wilh to be convinced of the difcordancy of 
<hofc fyftems confult Cicero Qumfticncs Atadtm: — Di N*tur « 
Dtorum—De Ltgib, — Dc Finibus Beni tt Mali.—Dt Off ': Sec . — . 
orLacTANTius Inftitut : Divin or the lall of the Helvian 
JLetters ; where the doflrines, the fyftems, and the abfardities 
of oar modem Sophifters are compared with thofe of the an. 
cient fages. 

A a 2 that 
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that the myfteries of Ekufis had no other fecret 
but the unity of God, and the purcft morality. — 
How is it pofiible to fuppofe that thofc myfteries 
were not universally known to the people, when 
it is certain that all the citizens of Athens were ini- 
tiated into both the lefter and greater myfteries, 
according to their age * ? Nor do I afk how it 
came to pafs, that thefe fame Athenians under 
ground were all taught their catechifm on the 
unity of God, and how when above ground they 
adored fuch a multitude of Gods ; or, again, how 
it happened that they condemned Socrates to 
death on the accufation that he did not adore all 
the Gods; or elfe, why all the Priefts of the differ- 
ent idols only acquired by their initiation new zeal 
for the defence of that multitude of Gods and their 
altars. In fine, I will not afk how it is pofiible to 
perfuade onefelf that thofe Priefts, fo ardent and 
fo zealous in their temples for the worfhip of Ju- 
piter, of Mars, of Venus, and of fo many other 
Deities, fhould be the very perfons who afiembled 
the people during the folemnity of the grand myf- 
teries, to tell them that all their worfhip of the 
Gods was nothing but impofture, and that they 
themfelves were the authors, minifters, or priefts 
of impofture ! 

• See Mr. de St. Croix's work on tbt Mjfttrits j f tbt An- 
dent*. 

1 knot* 
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I know that fuch reflections are more than fufK- 
cient to (tamp with falfehood the origin in which 
the learned Mafons glory. But let us for a mo- 
ment fuppofe, that thefe mylteries were what they 
have reprefented them to be ; the very pretenfion 
of a lociety fpringing from fuch anceftry and glory- 
ing in perpetuating their fpirit and their Dogmas, 
— this pretenfion alpne, I fay, muft clafe this Bro- 
therhood among the moil ancient confpirators. It 
would entitle us to fay to the Craft, * Such then 
is the origin of your myfteries j fuch the objeCt of 
youf Occult Lodges ! You then defcend from 
thofe pretended fages, and thofc Philofophers, 
who, reduced to the lights of reafon, had no far- 
ther knowledge of the true God than what their 
reafon infpired. You are the children of Deifm 
or Pantheifm, and, replete with the fpirit of your 
forefathers, you wifh to perpetuate it ! Like them 
you look upon every thing which the reft of man- 
kind have learned from the lights of Revelation, 
as fuperftition and prejudice. Every Religion 
which adds to the worfhip of the Theift or detefts 
the Pantheift, in a word Chriftianity and its myf- 
teries, are with you objects of hatred and con- 
tempt! You abhor whatever the Sophifts of Pa- 
ganifm, or the Sophifts initiated in the myfteries 
of the idolatrous Priefts abhorred } — but thofe So- 
phifts detefted Chriftianity, and fhowed themfelves 
its moft inveterate enemies. From your own 
A a 3 avowals. 
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avowals, then, in what light can we view your 
myftcrics, if not as a perpetuation of that hatred 
and of that wifh of annihilating every other Reli- 
gion but the pretended Deifm of the Ancients? 

* You alfo fay that you are what thofc Jews 
were, and ftill are, who, for all their religious te- 
nets, only acknowledge the unity of God (pro- 
vided there have exifted Jews who did not believe 
in the Prophets and in Emmanuel the Saviour J — 
You have then the fame fendments toward the 
Chriflian which the Jews have. Like them, you 
infill on Jehovah , but to curfe Chrill and his myf- 
teries V 

The 

• At for this Jewifti part of the Craft, or the Freema/bniy 
of the Jews, we recommend to our reader to peru/e the trea- 
tife of a moft learned and zealous Mafon dedicated Deaen die 
es Verfttben , or to tbo/e *z vbo can undtrfiand . He leaves no ftonC 
unturned throughout antiquity to prove the identity of the 
ancient myfteries of Eleufis, of the Jews, of the Droids, and of 
the Egyptians, with thofe of Freemafonry. And indeed 
when we refled on the pretended hiftory of the name of Je~ 
bovab loft by tfie aflaflination of Adoniram, it may be very 
probable that the Jews had had a part in Mafonry, ** As it is 
*' drawn from the Cbaldaic Parafhra/e , and taken from a 
*' fable invented by the Rabbins to rob Chrift of his divinity 
0t and power. They fuppofed, that Chrift being one day in 
(< the Temple of Jerufalem had feen the Holy of Holies, 

• c where the High frieft alone had a right to enter. That 
“ he. there faw the name of Jcbmab — That he carried it 
<< away with him*— and that in virtue of this ineffable name 

« he 
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The more the Mafonic works above-mentioned 
are read, the more confpicuous will be the juftice 
of the reproaches we make. With fome, matter 
is eternal; with others, the Trinity of the Chrif- 
tians 4s only an alteration of Plato’s fyftem. — 

Others again adopt the follies of the Martinifts, or 
of the ancient Dualifm *. Nothing then can be more 
evident. All thefe learned Mafons who pretend 
to defcend from the Egyptian Priefts, from thofe 
of Greece, or from the Druids, only feck to efta- 
blilh what may appear to each to be the religion 
of nature. Nor do they vary lefs as to its tenets 
than did both the ancient and modem Sophifters. 

They all agree in deftroying faith in the minds of 
their adepts, by fyftems in diredt oppofltion to 
Chriftianity. If they do not run into wild decla- 
mation like Voltaire, Diderot, or Raynal, it is 
becaufe they wiihed themfelves to deduce their 
confequences. To have exprefled them too openly 
would have been divulging their myfteries ; but 
one muft be more than ignorant not to compre- 
hend their meaning — How can we be blind to 

" he had wrought his miracles.” (Soe the Voile Leve). — 

The whole of this Fable is evidently direfted againft the te- 
nets of the Chriftians on the Divinity of Chrift. The import- 
ance which Mafons annex to the recovering of the name of 
Jehovah, and particularly all their myfteries in the degree of 
Rofa Crueis, has the fame objefl in view. 

* See particularly the letter Aux Ulujfrts Inconnus, or to the 
Real Freemafons, 178a. *■ 

A a 4 their 
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their intentions, when we perafe the writings of 
thofe who declare themfelves to have originated 
in the Templars, or in thole fe&aries who infefted 
all Europe under the name of Albigeois ? Thefe 
two lources have more analogy between them 
than may be fuppofed. Let us examine them fe- 
parately, and then judge what we have to expert 
from men who glory in fuch an origin. 

Of Free- As to the Templars, let us even luppoie that 
•ttri- this famous order was really innocent of all the 


their^ri cr ' mcs w hi £ h occalioncd its dilTolution ; what ob- 
gintoiiw jc& cither religious or political can the Freemaibns 
have in perpetuating their myfteries under the 
name or emblems of that order ? Had the Tem- 


plars brought into Europe a religion, or a code of 
morality, that was not known ? Is that their inhe- 
ritance ? — In that cafe neither your religion nor 
your morality can be that of Chrift. Is it their 
fraternity, their charity, which is the object of 
your fecrets i Did the Templars really add any 
thing to thofe Evangelic virtues f Or is it the reli- 
gion of Jehovah , or of the Unity of God, coin- 
ciding with the myfteries of Chriftianity ? — If fo, 
why do you rejett all Cbrifiians who are not Ma/ons, 
as prophane ? 

It is too late to reply, that the alarms of reli- 
gion are vain and ungrounded; that religion never 
was the objeft of the Lodges. What then is that 
name, that worlhip of Jehovah, which the learned 

Mafons 
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Mafons declare to have been handed down from 
the Knights Templars. Whether thefe Knights 
were the authors of it, or whether they received 
it by tradition, or borrowed it from the ancient 
myfteries of Paganifm and of its fages, this name 
I lay, this worlhip cannot be foreign to Chriftia- 
nity j and is not every Chriftian entitled to fay, 
* You would not be lo fecret nor fo ardent to re- 
venge it, if it were fimilar to the worlhip eftablilh- 
cd throughout the Chriftian world ?’ 

Should governments partake of the fame alarms, 
to what fubterfuge will the adepts have recourle 
who have fwom to avenge Liberty, Equality, and 
every right of their aflbeiation, which has been 
fo delperatcly outraged in the deftruttion of the 
Templars ? It will be in vain to aflert the inno- 
cence real or fi&itious of thofe too famous 
Knights. That vow of vengeance which has been 
perpetuated for nearly five centuries can hardly 
fall on Philip le Bel or Clement V. or on the 
other Kings and Pontiffs who in the beginning of 
the fourteenth century contributed to the diffolu- 
tion of that order ? Nor will it be renewed in thefe 
days on account of the ties of blood, or through 
any pity for the particular individuals of the order ? 
This vow, this oath of vengeance mull be inftigat- 
ed by other caufes— It has been perpetuated as the 
very object, the very doftrine of the fchool, as 
the principles and myfterics which the Mafons 

have 
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have received from the Templars. What then 
can thole men thofe principles be, which can only 
be avenged by the death of Kings and Pontiffs ? 
And' what are thofe Lodges wherein for four hun- 
dred and fourfeore years this vow this oath of 
vengeance has been perpetuated ? 

It is evident : Nor is it neceflary in this place 
to examine whether Molay and his order were in- 
nocent or criminal, whether they were the real 
progenitors of the Freemafons or not; what isin- 
conteftable is fufficient; it is enough that the Ma- 
fons recognize them for their anceftors ; then the 
oath of avenging them and every allegory recal- 
ling that oath decidedly points out an afibciarion, 
continually threatening and confpiring againft Re- 
ligion and its Pontiffs, againft Empires and their 
Governors. 

> But it may be afked, what lights can hiftory 
throw on fuch an intimate connexion between the 
myfteries of Mafonry and the order of Templars ? 
Such a queftion requires much relearch, nor will 
I withhold from my reader the refult erf" the in- 
quiries which I have made on that fubjedt. 

Of the The order of the Knights Templars eftablilbed 
depofi-”* 1 by Hugo de Paganis, and confirmrd by Pope Eu- 
tions of genius III. was originally founded with all that 
Tcm- charity which Chriftian zeal could inip.re, for the 
plars. fervice of thofe Chriftians who, according to the 
devotion of the times, went to vifit the Holy 

Land. 
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Land. At firft mere Hofpitallers, thefe Knights, 
following the manners of the age, foon acquired 
great celebrity by their exploits againft the Sara- 
cens. Their firft, repute originated in the fervices 
which were naturally to be expected from their 
great valor and eminent virtues : and fuch is the 
general teftimony which hiftory bears in their fa- 
vour, making a wide diftinftion between the for- 
mer and latter part of their exiftence. The Order 
foon Ipread through Europe, and acquired im- 
menfe riches. They then began to forget their 
religious ftate, courted only the celebrity of the 
iield, and were no longer led to it by the fame 
Ipirir. It is worthy of remark, that many years 
before their diffolution, hiftory already reproached 
them not only with being lax in their former vir- 
tue, but with thofe very crimes which caufed their 
deftru&ion. In the very zenith of their glory, and 
at a time when it required much courage to up- 
braid them with their vices, we fee M-ittbtw 
Paris accufing them of converting into darknefe 
the light? of their prcdeceirors,' of having aban- 
doned their firft vocation for plains of ambition, 
pleafure, and debauchery, and of unjuft and tyran- 
nical ufurpation. They were already acculed of 
bolding correfpondence with the Infidels, which 
rendered abortive all the plans of the Chriftian 
Princes ; they were accufed particularly of having 
trcafonably communicated the 4 whole of Frede- 
ric 
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ric II/* plan to the Soudan of Babylon, who, de- 
tefting fuch perfidy, informed the Emperor of the 
treachery of the Templars *. This teftimony, ta 
which the Hiftorian may add many others, will 
ferve to render lefs furprizing the cataftrophe 
which befel this famous order f. 

In the reign of Philip le Bel , two men who 
had been imprifoned for their crimes declared 
that they had fome important difcoveries to make 
concerning the Knights Templars. Such a decla- 
ration under circumftances fo peculiar could not 
be thought entided to much credit; it fiiflaced 
neverthelefs to make the King determine on 
the dififolution of the order, and he caufed all 
the Templars in his kingdom to be arrefted on 
the fame day. This ftep may be thought too 
precipitate: But interrogatories and a thorough 
examination followed ; and it is on thofe proofs 
alone, and the authentic minutes of that examina- 
tion, that the Hiftorian is to found his judgment.' 
If their avowals are perfectly free, numerous, and 
coincident with each other, not only in different 
tribunals, but in different countries, enormous as 
their crimes may have been, ftill we are forced to 
believe them, or rejeft all hiftory, and the juri- 
dical a&s of the tribunals. Thefe juridical minutes 

* See Matthew Paris, ann. 1229. 

f See Abbas Vifpurgienfis in Chronica, an. 1227 & Sunt. 
Lib. III. Part 12, Cap. 17, &c. apUd Dupuy Traite for la 
condanwation des Templiers. 

have 
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Have furvivcd the ravages of time, and their im- 
portance has caufed them to be preferved in great 
numbers. Let the Hiftorian refer to the collec- 
tion made by Mr. Dupuy, the King’s librarian $ I 
know no other way of forming one’s judgment, 
and of difiipating prejudices. 

It has been faid, that Philip le Bel and Clement V, 
had concerted between them the dilTolution of the 
Templars. The falfitv of fuch an affertion is evi- 
dent on the infpedtion of their letters. Clement V. 
at firft will give no credit to the accufations againft 
the Templars; and even when he receives incon- 
tcftable proofs from Philip le Belt he had ftill fo 
little concerted the plan with that Prince, that 
every ftep taken by the one or the other occafions 
dilputes on the rights of the Church or of the 
Throne. 

It was alfo faid, that the King wifhed to feize on 
the great riches of thefe Knights ; but at the very 
commencement of his proceedings againft the 
order, he folemnly renounced all (hare in thejr 
riches ; and perhaps no Prince in Chriftendom was 
truer to his engagement. Not a Tingle eftate was 
annexed to his domain, and all hiftory bears tefti- 
mony to the fadt *. 

We next hear of a fpirit of revenge which actu- 
ated this Prince ; and during the whole courfe of 

\ 

* Layette, Tom. III. No. 13, — Rubeus Hill. Ravanenfis— 
Bzovius ann. 1308.— Mariaima Hift. Hifpanni#. 
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this long trial, we do not hear of a fingle perional 
offence that he had to revenge on the Templars. In 
their defence not the molt diftant hint either at the 
revengeful fpirit, or at any perfonal offence againft 
the King is given ; fo far from it, until the period 
of this great cataftrophe the Grand Mafter of the 
order had been a particular friend of the King's, 
who had made him godfather to one of his chil- 
dren. 

In fine, the rack and torture is fuppofed to have 
forced confeflions from them which otherwife they 
never would have made ; and in the minutes we 
find the avowal of at lead two hundred Knights all 
made with the greateft freedom and without any 
coercion. CompulGon is mentioned but in the 
cafe of one perfon, and he makes exactly the fame 
avowal as twelve other Knights, his companions, 
freely made *. Many of thefe avowals were made 
in Councils where the Bilhops begin by declaring 
that all who had confcffed through fear of the tor- 
ture fhbuld be looked upon as innocent, and that 
no Knight Templar fhould be fubje&ed to it ft 
The Pope, Clement V. was fo far from favouring 
the King’s profecutions, that he began by declaring 
them all to be void and null. He fufpended the 
Archbifhops, Bilhops, and Prelates, who had atted 

# Layette, No. 20, Interrog. made at Catn. 
f See the Council of Ravenna. Rubeus Hi ft. Raven. 
Lib. VI. 

as 
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*s inquiGtors in France. The King accufes the 
Pope in vain of favouring the Templars ; and 
Clement is only convinced after having been pre- 
fent at the interrogatories of feventy-two Knights 
at Poiftiers in prefence of many Bilhops, Cardinals, 
and Legates. He interrogated them not like a 
Judge who fought for criminals, but like one who 
wifhed to find innocent men, and thus exculpate 
himfelf from the charge of having favored them. v 
He hears them repeat the fame avowals, and they 
are freely confirmed. He defired that thefe avowals 
fhould be read to them after an interval 6f fome 
days, to fee if they would ftill freely perfevere in 
their depofidons. He hears them all confirmed. 

perfever antes in tilts , (as enprejje et fponte prma 
recitatn fuerant approbdrunt. He wifhed ftill fur- 
ther to interrogate the Grand Mafter and the prin- 
cipal fuperiors, praceptores major es y of the divers 
provinces of France, Normandy, Poitou, and of 
the T ranfmarine countries. He fent the mod ve- 
nerable perfons to interrogate thofe of the fuperiors 
whofe age or infirmities hindered them from ap- 
pearing before him. He ordered the depofidons 
of their brethren to be read to diem, to know if 
they acknowledged the truth of them. He re- 
quired no other oath from them than to anfwef 
freely and without compulfion ■, and both the 
Grand Mafter and the fuperiors of thefe divers 
provinces depofe and confefs the fame things, 

con- 
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Rcfult of 

their 

avowals# 


confirm them fome days after, and approve of the 
minutes of their depofitions taken down by public 
notaries*. Nothing lels than fuch precautions 
could convince him of his error : it was then only 
that he revoked his menaces and his fuipenfion of 
the French Bifhops, and that he allows the King 
to proceed in the trials of the Templars. 

Let fuch pretexts be forgotten, and let us only 
dwell on the avowals which truth alone forced from 
theft criminal knights. 

Their depofitions declare, that the Knights 
Templars on their reception denied (Thrift, 
trampled on the crofs, arid fpit upon it \ that 
Good Friday was a day which was particularly con* 
iterated to fuch outrages ; that they promifed to 
prbftitute themfelves to e^ch other for the moil 
unnatural crimes } that every child begotten by a 
Templar was call into the fire ; that they bound 
themfelves by oath to obey without exception 
every order coming from the Grand Matter j to 
ipare neither ftcred nor prophane ; to look upon 

* Qui Magifter & Prxceptores Franci*, Terra ultra-ma- 
rinae, Normandis, Acquitanis ac Pidtaviae, coram ipfis tri- 
boa Cardinalibus prafentibus, quatuor tabellionibus ' pubJicis 
ct moltis aliis bonis viris, ad Sandla Dei Evangelia ab ek 
corporaliter ta&a, prafteto juramento quod Toper pramifik 
omnibus, meram et plenam dicercnt veritatem, coram ipfis, 
fingulariter, libere ac fponte, abTque coadtione qualibet et 
tinlore, depofuerunt fct confeffi fuerunt. ( Efift . Clmtntit y ’. 
Rtgibus Anglia, Gallia, Sicilia, ill c.) 

every 
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ievery thing as lawful when the good of the order 
was in queftion j and above all, never to violate 
the horrible fecrets of their nodturnal myfteries 
under pain of the moft terrible chaftife merits *. 

In making their depofitions many of them de- 
dared they had only been forced into thefe hor- 
rors by imprifonment and the moft cruel ufage j 
that they wifhed, after the example of many of 
their;' brethren, to pafs into other orders, but that 
they did not dafe, fearing the power and venge- 
ance of their order. That they had fecretly con- 
fefled their crimes and had craved abfolution. In 
this public declaration they teftified by their tears 
the moft ardent defire of being reconciled to the 
church. 

Clement V. convinced at length, conceives The ffee- 
whence the treachery proceeded, of which the 
Chriftian Princes fo often complained they had avowals, 
been the vidtims in their wars againft the Saracens. 

He permits the trials of the Templars to be con- 
tinued, and a hundred and forty are heard in - 
Paris. 

All repeat the' fame depofition, except threei 
who declare they have no knowledge of the crimes 
imputed to their order. The Pope, not content 
with this information taken by Religious and by 

* See the Vouchers brought by Dupuy, and Extraft of the 
Remitters. 

Vol. II. £ b French 
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French Noblemen, requires that a new trial (herald 
take place in Poitou before Cardinals and others 
whom he himfelf nominates: Again, with the lame 
freedom and for the third time, the Grand Matter 
and other Chiefs in prefence of Clement V. repeat 
their depofitions. Molay even requeued that one 
of the Lay Brothers who was about his per/on 
lhould be heard, and this Brother Confirms the de- 
claration. During many years thefe informations 
were continued and renewed at Paris, in Cham- 
pagne, in Normandy, in Quercy, in Languedoc, 
in Provence. In France alone above two hundred 
avowals of the lame nature are to be found ; nor 
did they vary in England, where at the fynod of 
London, held in 1311, feventy-eight Englifti 
Knights were heard, and two whole months were 
fpent in taking informations and in verifying their 
declarations. Fifty-four Irifh were alio heard, and 
many Scotch, in their refpe&ive countries. It 
was in confequence of thefe declarations, that Ac 
% order of the Templars was abolilhed in thofe king- 
t doms, and that the Parliament dilpofed of their 
goods *. The fame declarations were taken and 
proved in Italy, at Ravenna, at Bologna, at Pifa, 
and at Florence, though in all thefe councils the 
Prelates were very ready to abfolve all thofe 
Knights who could fucceed in their juftittcadons. 

* Vide Val£nger in Edvardum II. et Ypodigma Neoftria 
apud Dupuy.— Eflai de Fred, Nicolai. 

When 
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When I hear the crimes of this order called in 
queftion, it appears to me that a fufficient attention 
has not been paid to the multiplicity of the avow- 
als of thefe Knights, and of the diverfity of nations 
which judged them. It would be one of the moft 
extraordinary fadts in hiftory to lee two hundred 
of thefe Knights accufing themfelves of the great- 
eft abominations. It would be a ftill greater atro- 
city to fee lb many Bilhops, Noblemen, Magi- 
ftrates, and Sovereigns, of different nations, fitting 
in judgment on the Templars, and publilhing to 
the world, as free and uncontroled, declarations 
which had, only been extorted from them by the 
fear of torture. Such a conduit would be ftill 
more horrible than that of the Templars them- 
felves and would it not be equally extraordinary 
to fee fo many different nations agreeing to ufe 
the rack to extort fuch depofitions from them ? 
But for the honor of humanity fuch means were 
not employed in the trials of the Templars, by the 
Bilhops and Grand Bailiffs, the King’s Commiffa-' . 
lies, the Cardinals, and Commiflaries of Clement 
V. nor by himfelf in France. Such methods were 
not reforted to by the councils nor by the tribunals 
of other nations. Never was a caufe of greater 
importance pleaded ; and, from the numerous and 
authentic documents which are ftill extant, it is 
evident, that Judges never were more fearful of 
confounding the innocent with the guilty. 

B b 2 Let 
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Let not the diffolution of another celebrated 
order, though in a very different way, be obje&ed.' 
The Jefuits were abolifhed, but they were noc 
brought to trial ; not a Tingle member of the or- 
der has been heard in its defence, nor have any 
members depoled againft it. I lhould be the firlt 
to condemn them, could proofs limilar to thole 
againft the Templars, be adduced againft them. 

Let us for a moment fuppofe the Templars en- 
tirely innocent of the crimes imputed to them, 
what could have been the virtue and courage of an 
order, which could demean itfelf fo much, as to 
make fuch declarations againft itfelf ? How can 
the Free-mafons glory in fuch an anceftry, who, 
if their crimes were not monftrous, muft themfelves 
have been monfters of the bafeft cowardice. 

The vulgar may be led away by the tardy pro- 
teftations of Guy and Molay.j but do the vulgar 
ever diftinguilh between the obftinacy of defparr 
and that ferene firmnefs and conftancy which are 
the attendants on virtue ? They are not aware that 
falfc honor, like truth, may have its martyrs. 
During three years Molay perfevered in his avowal, 
and he repeated it at leaft three times ; when he 
pretends at length to deny it, his exprdfions are 
thole of rage, and he throws down the gauntlet to 
whoever lhall pretend to affert that he bad made 
any depofition againft his order ; at the place of exe- 
cution he declares that all that be bad /aid againft 

his 
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hisordcr was falle, and that if he deferved death it was 
for having accufed his order falfely both before the 
Pope and the King. Amidft thefe contradiftions, 
can the Hiftorian receive fuch proteftations of in- 
nocence ? Much lefs is he to attend to the popular 
fable of Molay having cited Philip le Bel and 
Clement V. to the tribunal of God within a year 
and a day, and that both the Pope and the King 
died within the year j for hiftory not only varies as 
to the day, but even as to the year of Molay 's 
execution *. 

As 

• It has been faid to have taken place in the different years 
1311, 1312, and 1313. The firft of thefe dates appears to 
me to be correct, becaufe the execution of the Grand Mafter 
certainly took place while the Commiffaries of the Pope were 
at Paris, and they only refided there from Atiguft 1309 till 
May 1 31 1. It is in vain to alledge the proteft of the Abbot 
of St. Germain as Lord of the Manoj againft the execution of 
two Knights Templars on his land ; for, fuppofmg this re- 
garded the execution of Guy and Molay, we have the anfwer 
to the proteft in date March 1313, whereas Clement V. only 
died on the 20th April 1314; fo that even in that cafe t,h$ 
citation muft have been of no avail. 

Boccacio, who is fo often quoted on the death of Molay, 
does not fo much as mention it. When people make fuch a 
difplay of what this author has faid concerning the conftancy 
of the Grand Mafter and the other Templars executed at the 
fame time, fome attention fhould be alfo paid to his com’' 
mencing with faying, that “ thefe Knights were ftrangely 
fallen off, on account of their great riches, from their priftinc 
virtue $ that they ^ere ambitious, voluptuous, and effemi- 
B b ^ natej 
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As a laft rcfourcc in defence of the order, the 
very nature and infamy of the crimes of which the 
Templars were accufed have been allcdgcd as a 
proof of their innocence. But moft certainly the 
more infamous thofe crimes, the more debafed 
muft have been the members of the order to accufc 
each other of them. But all thefe crimes, how- 
ever infamous and incredible, only ferve to difeo- 
ver the abominable left which introduced them 
among their adepts, and from whom the Templars 
evidently learned their frightful myfteries. That 

Jttte ; that Co far from making war in defence of the Chriftians, 
according to their inftitute, they left that duty to be difeharged 
by people whom they had hired, or by valets ; and that in 
the days of Jaquts Molay their virtues had degenerated into 
vices.” All that Boccacio fays afterwards on the conftancy 
and death of the Grand Mailer and his companions, which 
To greatly excites his enthufiafm, is folely grounded on the 
account his father gave him, who was a merchant and ax Paris 
at that time; his ideas on the fubjelt, as is eafily perceived, are 
merely thofe of the vulgar. I (hall always return to the fame 
point. Let us examine the authentic documents and the mi- 
nutes of the proceedings. When they are to be had, and they 
ftill exiil in great numbers, they are real points by which we 
are to be guidpd. Such has been the line of conduit (the only 
fatisfaftory one) held by Mr. Dupuy, in his Treatife on the 
Condemnation of the Templars. This work is written with 
candor ; and though he has not made the moft of his proofs, 
he abounds in authentic documents and extraits from the 
minutes of the trials, and furnifhes for more than are necef* 
fary to fatisfy our judgment. 

hatred 
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hatred of Chrift, that execrable immorality, even 
to the atrocious infanticide, all are to be found in 
the tenets, they are even in the principles of that * 
incoherent medley of Begards , Catbares, and of that 
fhoal of fe&aries which flocked from the Eaft to 
the Weftern States about the beginning of the 
eleventh century. 

I would willingly aflert that it was the fmaller 
part of the Templars who fufFered themfelves to 
be carried away by fuch abominations. Some even 
at Paris were declared innocent. In Italy a ftill 
greater number were abfolved ; of all thofe who 
were judged at the Councils ofMayence and Sala- 
manca, none were condemned} and hence we may 
conclude, that of the nine thoufand houles belong- 
ing to the order many had not been tainted, and 
that whole provinces were to be excepted from 
the general ftain of Infamy. But the condemna- 
tions, the juridical depofitions, the method of ini- 
tiating the knights, almoft become general } the 
fecrecy of their receptions, where neither Prince 
nor King, nor any perfon whatever, could be pre- 
fent during the laft half century, are fo many tef- 
timonies which corroborate the divers accufation* 
contained in the articles fe'nt to the Judges } that 
is to fay, that at leaft two thirds of the order knew 
of the abominations practiced, without taking any 
Iteps to extirpate theni. £>uod omnes , vel quafi du<e 
B b 4 fartet 
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partes or dims Jcunles didos mores eorrigere negiex- 
(rint. 

This certainly cannot mean that two thirds of 
the Knights had equally partaken of thefc abomi- 
nations. It is evident on the contrary, that many 
df tefted them as loon as they were acquainted with 
them ; and that others only fubmitted to them, 
though initiated, after the harlheft treatment 
and mod terrible threats. Ncverthelefs, this proves 
that the greateft part of thefc Knights were cri- 
minal, fome through corruption, others through 
weaknefs, or connivance ; and hence the diflolu- 
tion of the order became neceffary. 

Another reflexion which ftrikes me as being of 
weight, though 1 do not know that any one has 
made it, is, that between thirty and forty thoufand 
Knights not only furvived the condemnation of 
the order, but alfo furvived Philip le Bel and Cle- 
ment V. The greater part of thefc had only been 
condemned to canonical penance, to fo many days 
fading or prayer, or to a fhort imprifonment. — 
They lived in different parts of the world, where 
they had nothing to fear from their perjecutors and 
tyrants. Confidence, honour, and many other 
motives, fhould haye induced thefc furviyors to 
make their recantations after having nwde juridi- 
cal depofitions of fuch an abominable nature againd 
their order j mod certainly if they hpd made them 
through fear or fedudtion, it y /as a duty incumbent 

oq 




Digitized by LjOOQie 



AJJTI MONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY. 


3«7 


on them. Neverthelefs, of thofe thoufands of 
I^nights heard in fo many different ftates there is 
npt a fingle one that makes his retractation, not 
pne who leaves fuch a declaration to be publifhed 
after his death. What men then are thefe Knights ? 
If their depofitions be true, how monftrous mult 
that order have been by its crimes; if they be 
falfe, what monfters of calumny was it compofed 
of? That fear may have made them fwerve from 
truth during the reign of Philip le Bel, I will ad- 
mit } but that King being dead, what becomes of 
liich a plea. 

Such neverthelefs are the men whom the Ma- 
fons glory in their defcent from. Yes, and their 
defcent is real. Their pretenfions are no longer 
chimerical. Were they to deny it we fhould force 
them to recognize as their .progenitors not the 
whole of the order, but that part whofe ancient 
corruption and obftinate hatred again ft the altar 
and the throne, when added to their thirft of re- 
venge, muft reader them ftill more formidable to 
both Kings and Pontiffs. 

Were we to trace the defcent of the Freemafons 
by the Templars, we lhould not have the aflii- 
pance of thofe who fuppofe the Grand Matter 
Molay, when in the Baftile, creating the four 
Lodges , that of Naples for the Eaft, of Edin- 
burgh for the Weft, of Stockholm for the North, 

and 
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and of Paris for the South*. Yet, following 
nothing but the archives of the Freemafons them- 
fclves, and the apparent affinities which fubfift be- 
tween them and the Knights Templars, we are 
entitled to fay to them — * Yes, the whole of your 
fchool and all your Lodges delcend from the Tem- 
plars. After the extinction of their order a certain 
number of criminal Knights, who had efcaped the 
general profeription, formed a body to perpetuate 
their frightful myfteries. To their pre-exifting 
code of Impiety they added the vow of vengeance 
againft Kings and Pontiffs who had deftroyed their 
order, and againft all Religion, which proferibed 
their tenets. They formed adepts who were to 
perpetuate and tranfmit from generation to gene- 
ration the fame myfteries of iniquity, the fame 

• This account is to be found in an Almanac printed at 
Paris under the title of Etrennes Inter effantet 1796-97. I don’t 
know from whence the writer has drawn this anecdote, nor 
on what grounds he fays that the Duke of Snndennama, as 
prand Matter of the Mother Lodge of «he North, was ac- 
ceflary to the aflattination of the King his brother by Anckar* 
ttroem. Though this writer (hows fome knowledge of the 
Craft, he is fo ignorant in other refpe&s that it is impoffible 
to take him for an authority : — For example, he fays, that the 
Jefuits were Freemafons, that it was they who poifoned the 
Emperor Henry VII. and that Emperor died twe hundred yenn 
before a Jefuit exifted, This fable of the Jefuits Freemafons 
is an artifice devifed by the Illumines, and wc fhall fee them 
own to it, to avert the attention of dates from t^cir own fed 
and conspiracies. 
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oaths, and the-fame hatred againft the God of the 
Chriftians, Kings and Priefts. — Thcfe myfteries 
have defcended to you, and you perpetuate their 
impiety, their oaths, and hatred. — Such is your 
origin. Length of time, the manners of each age 
may have varied fome of your figns and of your 
fhocking fyftems } but the eflence is the fame, the 
withes, oaths, hatred and plots are fimilar — You . 
would not think it, but every thing betrayed your 
forefathers, and every thing betrays their pro- 
geny-’ 

Let us then compare the tenets, language, and 
figns. What a fimilarity, and how many are com- 
mon to both 1 

In the myfteries of the Templars the initiator 
begins by oppofing the God who cannot die to the 
God who dies on the crofs for the falvation of 
mankind. “ SwCar,” he fays to the candidate, 
“ that you believe in a God the Creator of all tbings x 
" who neither dtd nor will die" and then follow 
blafphemies againft the God of Chriftianity. The 
new adept is taught to fay, that Chrift was but a 
falle prophet, juftly condemned in expiation of his 
own crimes and not of thole of mankind. Recep- 
fores dicebant illis quos recipiebant ', Cbrijlum non effe 
verum Dettm et ipfum fuiffe falfum Prophet am 5 non 
fuiffe paffum pro redemptions bumani generis, fed pro 
fceleribus fuis *; Can any one here miftake the 

f id Art. of their Avowab. See Dupey, page 48. 

Jeho- 
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Jehovah of the Mafons, or the lew of Nazareth 
led by Raphael into \udea to fuffer for his crimes *? 

The God of the Templars, which never could die, 
was rep relented by the bead of a man, before which 
they proftrated themfclves as before their real idol. 
This head is to be found in the Ma fonic Lodges 
in Hungary, where Free-mafonry has preferved 
the greateft number of its original fuperftitions f. 

This head is to be found again in the Magic 
Mirror of the Cabaliftic Mafons. They call it 
the Being of Beings, and reverence it under the 
title of Sum (/ am). It reprefents their great 
Jehovah, fource of all beings. And we may look 
upon it as one of the links which compofe the ge- 
neral chain by which the Hiftorian may conned 
the Hiftory of Mafonry with that of the Tem- 
plars, 

• See above, page 3 1 2. 

f See Kleifer’s Report to the Emperor Jofeph II. I never 
law this Report written by Kleifer, whom the Emperor 
Jofeph II. had ordered to get himfelf received, that he might 
know what he ought to depend upon with refpeft to the Ma- 
fons and Illumines. The Report was printed by order of the 
Emperor ; but the Free -mafons and Illumines bought it up 
with fuch rapidity, that fcarcely a copy efcaped them. I am 
acquainted with a Nobleman who has read and even made 
ext rafts from it ; and it was through his means that 1 learned 
this anecdote concerning the head being preferved in the 
Hungarian Lodges. It appears that fome of the Templars 
revered it as the head of their firft founder, while others wor-. 
Clipped it, as the image of the God/whom they adored. 

Theft 
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Thefe fame Knights in hatred to Chrift cele- 
brated the myfteries of Jehovah more particularly 
on Good Friday, frxcipue . in die Veneris San&a ; 
and it is the fame hatred which aflembles the Roli- 
crucians on that day, according to their ftatutes* 
to dedicate it more particularly to their blafphe- 
mies againft the God of Chriftianity. 

Among the Templars, Liberty and Equality 
•was mafked under the name of Fraternity. 

Qs’il ell bon, qu’il eft doux, de vivre en freres *. 
was the favorite canticle during their myfteries* 
It has fince been adopted by the Mafons, and is 
the malk that conceals all, their political errors. 

The Templars were bound to fecrecy by the 
mod terrible oaths, fubje&cd themfelves to the 
vengeance of the Brethren and to death itfelf, if 
ever they revealed the myfteries of the order. In- 
jungebant eis per facr amentum , ne pradicta revelarent 
Jub pxna mortis. The fame oath fubfifts among 
the Mafons, and the fame threats for any one who 
fhall violate fecrecy. 

The precautions left any profane being fhould 
be prefent at their myfteries are fimilar. The 
Templars always began by fending out of their 
houfes whoever was not initiated. Armed brethren 
were placed at the doors to keep off all curious 
people, and fentries were placed on the roofs of 
their houfes, which they always called Temples f. 

• How pleafing, how happy it is to live like brethren, flbid. 

Hence 
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Hence originates the Brother Terrible, or the Tyler, 
who ftands at the doors with a drawn fword, to 
defend the entrance of the Lodge againfl: the pro- 
phane multitude. Hence that common exprcffioa 
among Maions the Temple is covered, to fay the 
{entries are placed j no prophane Being can gain 
admittance) not even by the roof, we may now 
ad with full liberty. Hence alio the expreffion it 
rains, fignifying the Temple is not covered, die 
Lodge is not guarded, and we may be feen and 
over-heard. 

Thus every thing to the very fymbols*, their 
language, the very names of Grand Mafter, of 
Knight, of Temple , even to the columns Jacbin and 
Boaz , which decorated the Temple of Jeruia- 

* Without doubt there it a variety Of other fymboli which 
do aot come from the Knights Templars, fnch are the darn ing 
Bar, the fun, the moon, and the dart. The learned Mafonsin 
their fecrct journal of Vienna attribute thefe to the founder of 
the Roficrucians, called Brother Ru-Crax. He was a Monk 
of the thirteenth Century, who imported both his magic and 
myfteries from Egypt. He died, after having initiated ibme 
few difciples, who for a long time formed a feparate allocu- 
tion ; they at 'length united with the Free-mafons, and formed 
one of their occult degrees. Or it would be more corrc& to 
fay that there exifts now a-days in this degree nothing mate 
than the name and the magic art of the ancient Roficrucians, 
with the liars and other fymbols borrowed from the firmament. 
Every other part is confounded With, and merged in, themyf- 
teries and plots of Mafonry. 
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km, and which are fuppofed to have been given 
to the care of the Templars, all in a word betray 
our Free-mafons to be the defendants of thole pro- 
fcribed Knights. But what * a damning proof’ do 
we not find in thofe trials, where the candidate is 
taught to ltrike with his poniard the pretended 
aflaffin of their Grand Mailer *•, in common with 
the Templars it is on Philip k Bel that they 
wreak their vengeance ; and in every other King 
the led; behold this pretended afifallin. Thus with 
all the blafphemous myfteries againft Chrift we fee 
them perpetuating thofe myfteries of vengeance, 
hatred, and combination againft Kings. The 
Mafons then are corred when they claim the pro- 
fcribed Knights for their forefathers. The fame 
plans, the fame means, the fame horrors could 
not be more faithfully tranfmitted from lather to 
Ion. 

We lhall conclude this chapter by a few obler- 
vations which will not leave any fubtcrfuge to 
thole who may -ftill entertain doubts concerning 
the crimes that brought difiolution on this pro- 
fcribed order. Let us fuppofe the whole of this 
order to have been perfectly innocent of all the 
accufations of impiety, or of principles dangerous 
to governments. It is not in this ftate of innocence 
that they are recognized by the Mafons as their 

• See above, page 32a, 
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forefathers. The profound adepts only acknow- 
ledge the Templars as their progenitors, becaufe 
they are convinced that thole Knights were guilty 
of the fame impiety and of the fame plots as 
themfelves. It is in thefe crimes alone, and in 
thefe confpiracies, that they recognize their 
mailers j and as infidels and confpirators it is that 
they invoke them. 

Under what title do the Condorcets and the 
Syeyes, under what title does Fauchet or Mira- 
beau, Guillotin or Lalande, Bonneville or Volney, 
and lb many others who are known to be at once 
the profbundeft adepts of Mafonry and the heroes 
of Impiety and Revolutionary Rebellion — under 
what title pan fuch men challenge the Knights 
Templars as their progenitors, if not becaule they 
believe that they have inherited thofc principles of 
Liberty and Equality which are no other than 
hatred to Chrift and hatred to Kings? When 
Condorcet, fumming up the ftudious relearch of 
thirty years, falfifying all the fatts of hiftory, and 
combining all the cunning ofSophiftry to extort our 
gratitude for thofe Jecret ajfociations deftined to per- 
petuate privately and without danger among a few 
adepts, what he calls a j mall number of plain truths , 
as certain prefervatives againft the predominant pre* 
judices •, when he extols the French Revolution as 
the triumph fo long preparing and expefted by 
thefe fecret focieties •, when he promifes to folve the 

queftion 
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ajucftion hereafter, whether the Knights Templars, 
whofe di Ablution was the fummit of barbarity and 
meannefs, are not to be numbered among tbeje affocia* 
tions *. When he holds fuch language, under 
what point of view can the Knights Templars have 
inlpired him with fuch deep concern ? With him, 
thele fecret affociations, fo deftrving of our grati- 
tude, are thbfe of the pretended fages, “ indig* 
" nant at feeing nations opprefled, even in the 
" lan&uary of their confeiences, by Kings the fu~ 
“ perftitious or political Jlavcs of the prieftbood, '* 
They are the allocutions of thole generous men 
** who dare examine the foundations of all power 
“ or authority, and who revealed to the people 
a the great truths, that their Liberty ts inalienable i 
c * that no prefeription can exijl in behalf of tyranny \ 
“ that tto convention can irrevocably fubjeft a nation 
** to any particular family : That Magiftrates , wbat- 
“ ever may be their titles , functions, or powers, are 
“ only the officers, and not tbemafters of the people: 
“ That the people always preferve the right of re* 
** voking thofe powers emanating from them alone , 
* f whether they judge it has been abufed, or confider 
“ it to be ufelefs to continue them. In Jhort, that the 
“ people have the right of punijhing the abufe as well 
* ' as of revoking the power f.” 

* Efqnifle des Progres, &c. Epoque 7. 
f Ibid. Epoqae 8. 

Vol# II* C c Thus 
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Thus we lee Condorcet tracing back the germ 
at lead of all the principles of the French Re rota- 
tion to theft fecret ajfociations, which he reprefencs 
as the benefa&ors of nations, and as preparing the 
triumph of the multitude againft the altar and' the 
throne. All therefore he does or promiles to do 
in future, when he propoles the queftkm, whether 
the Knights Templars are not to be numbered 
among thofe fecret allocutions, can only originate 
in the hope of tracing to them principles, oaths, 
and means which in time would operate limilar re- 
rolutions. All this zeal of Condorcet for the fe- 
cret allocution of the Templars, is no other than 
the hopes of finding them guilty of that time ha- 
tred againft Royalty and the Priefthood with which 
his own heart is inflamed. 

The lecret which he has half difcloftd more 
daring adepts hare betrayed j it has eicaped them 
amidft their declamations. In the delirium of 
fury, and in the cavern as it were of their regicide 
trials, they publicly invoke the reeking dagger, 
they exclaim to their brethren, ** Let die interval 
** of ages difappear and carry nations back to the 
«* perftcutions of Philip lc Bel — Ton who are or 
** are net ‘Templars — help a free people to build 
* f in three days and tar ever, a Temple in honor 
** of Truth — May tyrants perijb , and ma y the 
** earth be delivered from them* !” 

* Bonneville Efprit des Religion*, p. 156, 157, 175, See. 
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Such then is the explanation which the pro* 
found adepts give of the myfterious names of 
Philip It Bel and of the Templars. The firft re* 
calls to their mind, that in all Revolutions Kings 
are to be immolated, and the fecond, that there 
exifted a fet of men leagued in the oath of deliver- 
ing the earth from its Kings. That is what they 
call reftoring Liberty to the people, and building 
the Temple of Truth!-— I had long feared to ex- 
aggerate the depravity and the plots of the pro* 
fcribed Knights j but what crimes Cari hiftory im- 
pute to them which are not comprehended in this 
terrible invocation of the adepts at the dawn of the 
Revolution f It is when they grow more daring, 
and ftimulate each other to thofe crimes which 
overthrow the altar and the throne ; it is at that 
period that the molt furious adepts, at once Ma- 
fons and Jacobins, recall the name and the honor 
of the Templars to be avenged, and their oaths 
land plots to be accomplifhed. The Templars 
were then, what the Jacobin Malons are at this 
day ; their myfteries were thofe of the Jacobins.— 
It is not to us that objections are to be made on 
this accufation. Let the profound adepts of Ma- 
fonry and Jacobinifm defend their own affertions j 
let the offspring be perfuaded that they have 
wronged their forefathers : And even could that 
be demonftrated, ftill it would be evident that the 
royftcrics of the Occult Lodges confift in that 
J C c a hatred 
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hatred of the altar and the throne, and in thole 
oaths of rebellion and impiety, which the adepts 
extol as their inheritance from the Templars. 
Still it would be evident that the oath (the efience 
of Jacobinifm) of overturning the altar and the 
throne is the laft myftery of the Occult Mafons, 
and that they only recognize the Templars a& their 
progenitors, becaufe they believed the myfteries 
of thofe famous though profcribed Knights contain- 
ed all the principles, oaths, and wifhes which ope- 
rated the French Revolution. 


CHAP; 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Farther Declarations of the Free-majons as to their 

Origin. 

‘The real Founder of Mqfonry.—True and firft Origin 
of their Myfteries and of all their Syftems. 


A HE learned adepts were not miftaken when 
they numbered the Knights Templars in the 
anceftry of Free-mafons. We have feen by the 
comparative ftatement of their myfteries how 
much they coincided with each other ; but it Hill 
remains to be ihown whence the Templars had re- 
ceived their fyftems of impiety. This obfervation 
has not efcaped thole of the adepts who gloried fo 
much in the impiety of their myfteries. They 
have extended their refearches with that view, to 
afeertain whether there had not exifted fome of 
tbofe fecret affociqtions in Europe whence they might 
trace their origin prior to the Templars. The 
Sophifter, the famous adept lhall fpeak. The 
refult of his refearches are only announced j death 
cut the thread of thole ideas which he had pro- 
roifed to develop in the extenfive work he was 
C c 3 medi- 
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meditating on the progreft of the human mind, and 
of which his admirers have only publifhed the ge- 
neral plan under the title of E/quiJfe d'un ‘Tableau 
general fur les Prcgres de VEJprit bumain ( Sketch of 
a general Table of the Progrefs of the Human Mind ). 
But in this Sketch we find more than fufficient to 
diflipate the remaining cloud, and to rend the 
veil which as yet the adepts had not thought pru- 
dent entirely to withdraw. The text of this famous 
adept (hall be laid before the reader : a very few 
reflections will then fuffice to lead us to the foun- 
tain head whence fprung all the myfteries and 
fyftems of Free-mafbnry, and to develop to its 
full extent the true fpirit with which it is actuated. 

“ In the South of France, fays our Sophifti- 
“ cated and Mal'onic Adept, whole provinces unir- 
** ed to adopt a DoCtrine more fimple, a Chriffl - 
“ anity more pure, where man, fubjeft only to the 
u Deity, judged according to his own lights what 
“ the Deity had pleafed to reveal in the books 
*« emanating from him. 

“ Fanaticifed armies, led by ambitious Chiefs, 
“ devaftated thefe provinces. Executioners led 
** by Legates and Pricfts immolated thofe who had 
«* efcaped the fury of the foldicry ; a tribunal of 
“ Monks was eftablifhed, who were to condemn 
** to the flames all that were fufpeCted of hearken- 
** ing to the dictates of reafon. 

They 
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“ They ncverthclcfs could not hinder this fpirif: 
“ of Liberty and refcarch from gaining ground. 
,c Overpowered in the ftate where it had dared to 
“ appear, and where more than once intolerant 
* f hypocrify had combated it with favage war, it 
(t would reproduce and Ipread itfelf in a neigh- 
" bouring country. It was to be found at all 
“ times until that period when, feconded by the 
tc invention of printing, it grew in power fuffi- 
«* ciently to deliver a great part of Europe from 
“ the yoke of the Court of Rome. 

“ At that time there exifted a clafs of men, 
.** who, deipifing all fuperftitions, were content 
« fecretly to defpife them, or who at moft took 
the liberty of making them, now and then, the 
* c objedts of their farcaftic wit j the more flinging 
“ as they were worded in terms of the utmoft 
refpedt.” 

As a proof of this fpirit of Philofophifm or Im- 
piety at that period, Condorcet cites the Emperor 
Frederic II. his Chancellor Peter de Vigne, 'the 
works entided Les trois Imposteurs (the three 
Impoftors ), Les Fabliaux and the Decamerone 
Di Bocacio ; it is then that he adds thofe words 
already cited in the preceding chapter, but necef- 
fary to be repeated, " We will examine whether 
“ at a time when Philofophic Profelytifm would 
<{ have* been attended with danger, Jecret ajfocid- 
“ lions were not formed, defined to fpreadand per- 
C c 4 petuato 
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“ petuate privately and without danger, among a 
“ few adepts, a /mail number of Jimple truths as 
** certain prefervatives againjt the predominant pre • 
** judices. 

“ Wc will examine whether that celebrated 
“ order (the Templars), againft which the Popes 
«* and Kings fo barbaroufly confpired, are to be 
numbered among thefe aflociations *. M 
I will avail myfelf of this indication of Condor- 
cet. Thole men of the South, among whom he 
promifed to feek the origin of thele fecret afioeia- 
tions, are known. They are that motley crew 
followers of Manes, who during many ages, fpread- 
ing from the Eaft into the Weft, inundated France, 
Germany, Italy, and Spain at the time of Frede- 
ric the Second ; they are that horde of ledtariea 
known by the names of Xlbigeots, Cathares, Pata- 
rins, Bulgares , Begards, Brabanters, Navarefe, Bear - 
nefe, Coteraux, Henriciens, Lecmifts, &c. &c. i in 
fine, fe&aries who, under a hundred different and 
uncouth names, recall to the mind of the reader 
every thing that had been broached by the molt 
direful enemies of morality, government, and the 
altar, and that had as yet appeared In Europe. I 
have ftudied their tenets in their divers ramifica- 
tions. I have viewed that monftrous whole of all 
the Jebovahs which Mafonry could invent. In 

• Efijuifle d’un Tableau, tec. Epoque j. 

their 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



ANTIMONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY. 4©3 

their twofold principle is to be found the twofold 
God of the Martinift and Cabaliftic Mafon. In 
the diverfity of their opinions is to be found the, 
concord of Ecledtic Mafonry againft the God of 
Chriftianity. In their principles are to be feen 
the germ and explanation of the moft infamous 
myfteries of the- Occult Lodges, and of their fore- 
runners the Templars. They declare the flefli to 
have been created by the evil fpirir, that they 
might have the right of proftituting it. All is in 
the diredt line of fuccelUon, the Cathares, the Al- 
bigeois, the Knights Templars, and our Jacobins 
of the Occult Lodges, all proceed from the lame 
parental ftock. This is ftill more evident when 
we confider their diforganizing principles of Li- 
berty and Equality, which declare that no fubmif- 
Jion is due to the Spiritual or Temporal powers.— 

This was the diftindtive mark of the Albigeois ; it 
was by this diftindtion they were pointed out to 
the Magiftrates as the perfons amenable to the 
Jaws enadled againft the fedt. Let us follow them.. 

At that period when the multitude of their fec- 
taries empowered them, w'lth arms in their hands, . 
to triumph over their opponents, we fee them 
reforting to all the frantic rage of Jacobinized 
Mafonry againft the very name of Chriftian. Even 
before the ipiritual and temporal authorities had 
united their efforts to fubdue their favage rage, 
they had already cxcrcifed all the cruelties and 

fero- 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



4°4 


ANTIMONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY. 


ferocities of a Robefpierre: Jacobin like, they went 
beating down the churches and the religious bottfes, 
maffacreing without mercy the widow and the father - 
lejs , the aged parent and the infant child, making 
neither d 'tftinElion of age nor fex ; and, as the J worn 
enemies of Cbriftianity, ravaged and defrayed every 
thing both in Church and State*. 

"When 

V 

• All this would be amply proved had we pnbliihed our 
Memoirs on Ancient Jacobinifm* In the mean time oar rea- 
ders may confult what remain of the cotemporary writers or 
who lived foon after, for the opinions and actions of thefe 
fedaries. Such for example as Glaber, who witnefled their 
firft appearance at Orleans 1017; Reinier, who was one of 
their adepts during feventeen years ; and Philichdorf, Ebrard, 
and Hermangard, who lived with them. They may alfo con- 
fult St. Antoninus, Fleuri, Collier, Baronius ; but above ail 
Jet the Councils which condemned thefe feds be attended tq, 
and their decrees compared with hiftory ; and then will vanUh 
many falfe prejudices imbibed agalnft the means adopted 
both by church and Hate for the Eradicating of thofe fedaries, 
who, truly Jacobins, rimed at the abfolute deftrudion of all 
civil focicty, and of Chriftianity itfelf. How is it poffible to 
dpubt of the tendency of their diforganizing Liberty and 
Equality, when we know that the proof neceflary and pointed 
out to the J udgcs for the convidion of thefe fedaries, con- 
fided in (bowing that the accufed was one of thofe who held 
that no obedience was due to the civil or fpiritual powers , and that 
no authority was entitled to pukijh any crimes • Such is precifdy 
the dodrine of the Council of Taragone, to know whether 
the famous degrees of the third and fourth Councils of Latenm 
are applicable to the accufed— Qui dicunt foteftatibus eccleJtaftU 
cis •del /ttculariius non obtdiendum et poenam corparalm meto 

C fi 
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When at length the public authority ha4 tri- 
umphed over thcfc ferocious fe&aries, they fhrunk 
back into their dens or Occult Lodges, and redu* 

ccd 

fife infiigtndam in aliqno eafit fit fimilia (Condi. Tarag. anno 
1242). How then can it be afferted, that the furies of thefe 
fedtaries were only in reprifal of the Crufade publifhed againfl 
them, when wc fee that the very ftrd decree iffued in thii 
cruiade was precifely to rid Europe of their rebellious princi- 
ples, and of the cruelties which they were already exercifing 
in the hates of Thouloufe under the title of Cotfraux, in Bifcay 
under that of Bafques, and in many other countries under dif- 
ferent names, Brabantionibus, Aragoutnjibu s, A ’avariis, Bafcolis , 
Cot trellis , et Triaverdinis, qui t ant am in Qhrifiianos immanitatem 
e.xer cent, ut nec Ecclejtis nec Mpnafteriis defer ant , non *viduis non 
fttpillis, non fenibus et fueris nec cuilibet parcant atati am 
fexui, fed more Peganorum omnia ferdant et *vqftent (Conq. 
Lateran. 1179)- Such never thelefs is the fir (l motive hated 
and the firh decree ihued of this famous crufade, What have 
Robefpierre and the other Jacobins done more to deferve it ? 

It is inconceivable how much people have been mihaken 
both with refpe& to this decree and to that ihued on the fame 
fubjeft by the fourth (Ecumenical Council of Lateran, anno 
1215. They were reprefented as the church affuming the 
power of depofiog Sovereigns, as ufurping all civil and tem- 
poral power. And fuch is the interpretation given to thofe 
very decrees which hindered the Jacobins of thofe days from 
executing the very plans which our cotemporaries have car- 
ried into effeft againh tbe altar, the throne, and all civil fo- 
qiety ! Had I but leifure for digelting the materials I have 
colle&ed, both the church and her councils would be amply 
avenged of fuch a calumny. I hope hereafter to pubiiih a 
particular differ ttttiou on that fubjeft, and to be able to fhow 

tour 
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ced thcmfelves again to fecret afiotiations. Then 
they had their oaths, their occult do&rines, their 
figns and their degrees, as the Occult Mafons have 

their 

how ftrangely thofe decrees hive been mifconceived, from a 
want of knowing the hiftory of thofc times and of the men 
againft whom they were iffued.— Let ns fuppofe for an inftant 
Philip D’Orleans, in virtue of the oath of allegiance common 
in the Feudal Syftem, futnmoning all bis vafials to follow him 
and unite with his Jacobins in the deftru&ion of the throne, 
of the laws, of all fociety and of religion ; will any man of 
fenfe believe the vafials to be bound, by their oath, to carry 
arms under and to follow Philip’s ftandard and thus fecond 
his antifocial conspiracy ? Is it not evident on the contrary, 
that no oath can bind fubje&s to fupport fuch a war, that all 
oaths are null, which can only be fulfilled by the deftrudfoa 
of the throne, the annihilation of the laws, and of the bafis of 
all civil fociety ; that in fuch a portion, it is the caufo of 
the fovereign, of the laws, and of fociety, that is to be de- 
fended in fpite of all oaths ? Well, I will pledge myfelf to 
prove that the famous decrees of the Councils of Lateran 
againft the Albigtou were no more than a fimilar decifion, 
that, fo far from encroaching on the authority of Kings, they 
were iiTued in their defence, in defence of their perfons, of 
their authority, of the laws, and of civil fociety ; that had it 
not been for thofe decrees both fovereignty and the empire 
of the laws would long fince have been at an end. 

I fhould have numerous errors to combat, and one in par- 
ticular which I (hall not forget. I know there are men fo 
much biafied in favour of the Albigeois and the Vaudois, as 
to reprefent them as the anceftors of the Anglican Church, in 
proof of its antiquity. Sueh were the pretenfions of the 
Englifh Editor of the tranjlation of Molbcim’s Ecdefiaftical 

Hiftory. 
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their perfect mafters; and their apprentices were 
only admitted partially to, the fecrets *. 

In future we may diipenie with Condorcet’s re- 
fearches on the fecret aflociations of thefe famous 
ie&aries. That is not the point to be fought for 
In their hiftory. We know they had their oaths* 
their figns, their fecret language, their fraternity* * 
their propaganda, and, above all, fecrets which a 
father could not reveal to bis children, nor a child to 
a parent $ fecrets which a brother could not mention 
to bisfifter, nor the fifter to her brother f. , 

What is the moft remarkable is die coincidence 
pointed out by Condorcet between the myfteries 

Hiftory* (See bis notes on the articles Vandois and Albi - 
. geois ). Though the caufe of the Anglican Church is not my 
own, ftill I will ferve it better than all thofe feeble writers.— 

I will avenge it of the fhame of fuch an origin. I will prove, 
that, fo far from defending from the Vaudois* they openly 
condemned their diforganizing principles both before and 
after the reign of Henry VIII. and that there never exifted 
the leaft connexion between it and the Albigeois. It is the 
txdufive privilege of the Jacobins, and Condorcet’s fecret 
aflociations, to defeend froth and glory in fuch progenitors* 

• Eft valde notandum quod ipfe Johannes et Complices 
fui, non audent revelare praedidos errores credentibus fuis, 
ne ipft difeedant ab eis— Sic tenebant Albanenfes, exceptis 
fimplicioribus quibus Angola non revelabantur (Reinier do 
Cataris Lugduni 13 Albanenfes.) Such are exa&ly the fecret* 
of the firftand of the Occult Lodges, of the Ample dupes and 
of the confummate adepts. 

t Philichdorf, contra Waldenfes, Chap. 1 3 . 

of 
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of the fedaries, thole of the Templars, and thole 
again of the iecret aflociations of our days. We 
know whence the fedaries of the South fprung j 
we know their common father ; if he is to be the 
progenitor of Freemafonry, the flock is not ho- 
nourable. To be fure it wiD trace the Mafonie 
* myfteries back to the immenfe fpace of fixteen 
centuries, but if this origin be true the adept need 
not glory in it. Hiftory has ipoken clearly. The 
true parent of the Albigeois, of the Cttfbares, Be- 
gards , Bulgores, Coteraux and Patarins, of all 
thofe feds in fine mentioned by Condorcet, is the 
(lave fold to the Paleftine widow ; it is the flave 
Curbicus , more generally known under the name 
of Manes. It is not we who have traced the Ml- 
fonic Lodges aAd their myfleries to this flave ; it 
is Condorcet } he is the perfon to be blamed by 
the adepts. We were forry to reveal fo humi- 
liating an origin j but we only raifed the veil 
pointed at by Condorcet. He had feen that flave, 
indignant at the fetters which dilgraced his youth, 
feeking to revenge himfclf on fociety for the bale- 
nefs of his origin. He heard him preaching li- 
berty, becaufe he had been born in flaveryj 
preaching equality, becaufc bom in the moft de- 
graded clafs of the human fpecies.^ Cordorcct did 
not dare fay that the firft Jacobin Mafon was a 
flave j but he pointed out the offspring of Curbi- 
cus in the fedaries of the South, in the order of 

the 
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the Templars. He has fliown the brethren, who 
have inherited from thefe fedaries and the Tem- 
plars, to be the adepts in Mafonry, and that was 
fufficiently faying that they all fprung from one 
common parent. 

But let us beware of deciding on this Angle 
proof. If the myfteries of Mafonry really are to 
be traced back to Manes, if he be the true hither, 
the founder of the Lodges* we are firft to prove ie 
by his tenets, and then by the fimilarity and con- 
formity of their fecrcts and fymbols. We beg the 
reader’s attention to the following comparative 
ftatement ; the reftdt will not be unimportant to 
hiftory, and it particularly interefts thofc who are 
to watch over the welfare of nations. 

I. With refped to tenets, till the exiftence of 
Ecledic Mafonry, that is to fay, till the Impious 
Sophifters of the age introduced into the rites of 
the Lodges their impious myfteries of Deifm and 
Atheifm, no other God, no other Jebovab is to 
be found in the Mafonic code but that of Manes 
or the univerfal Being, fubdivided into the God 
Good and the God Evil. It is that of the Caba- 
liftic Mafonry, and of the ancient Roficrucians ; ic 
is that of the Martinifts, who feem to have only 
copied Manes and his Albigeois adepts. A moft 
extraordinary fad is, that in an age when the Gods 
of Superftition were to difappear before the Gods 
of our modern Sophifters, the God ofMancs Ihouki 

have 
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have prefcrvcd his afcendancy in lo many branches 
of Mafonry. 

II. At all times the follies of the Cabal, and of 
Magic founded on the diftin&ion of this twofold 
God, had been received in the Mafonic. Lodges.— 
Manes alfo made magicians of his Ek<5l *. 

HI. Manes in particular is the founder of that 
religious fraternity which the Occult Mafons in- 
terpret into a total indifference for all religions 
That Hcrefiarch wilhed to gain over to his party 
men of every fed ; he preached that they all tended 
to the fame end, and he promifed to receive them 
all with the lame affc&ion f. 

IV. But above all, what we Ihoukl particularly 
attend to, and compare both in the code of Manes 
and of the Occult Lodges, are the principles of 
diforgahizing Liberty and Equality. That neither 
Princes nor Kings, luperiors nor inferiors might 
exift, this Herefiarch taught his adepts, that aU 
laws and all magiftracy was the work of the evil 
principle 

V. Left there Ihould be either poor or rich, he 
inculcated that the whole belonged to all, and that 

* Magoram qnoquc dogmata Manes novit, et in ipfis rda- 
tatur. ( Centuriatores Magdebwr grafts ex Auguftine.) 

f V. Baronius ill Manetem. 

t Magiilratus civiles et politias damnabant ut qnae a Deo 
frtalo conditae et conllituas font* ( Centers meres Magddmr* 
geafts % Torn. //- iff Manetem*} 

DO 
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no pcrfon had the right of appropriating to himielf 
a field, a houfe, &c *. 

Such doctrines mud naturally have fuffered 
many modifications in the Occult Lodges as well 
as among the difciples of Manes. He aimed at 
the abolition of all laws and of Chriftianity, at the 
eftablilhment of Liberty and Equality, by means 
of Superstition and fanaticifm j our modern Sophif- 
ters were to give his fy Items a new direction, that 
of their impiety. The Altar and the Throne were 
equally to' be victims to them ; and Liberty and 
Equality, in opposition to Kings and to God, were 
the laft xnyfteries of Manes, as they are of our 
modern Sophifters. 

VI. The fame conformity is to be found be- 
tween the degrees of the adepts before they are 
initiated in the profound fecrets. The names are 
changed ; but Manes had his Believers , his EleSl, 
and his Perfects. Thefc latter were impeccable, 
that is to fay, dbfolutely free j becaufe no violation 
of any law could inculpate them f. Thefe three 
degrees correfpond with thofe oi Apprentice, Fellow- 
craft, and Perfect Majler. The name of Ele£i has 
been preferved in Mafonry, but it constitutes the 
fourth degree. 

* Nec domos, nec agros, nec pecuniam ullam poffidendam. 
(Ibid. Ex Epiphanio Sc Augultino.) 

f Hieronimus, Proemium Dialogorum contra Pelagium. 

Vol. II. D d VIL The 
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VII. The fame terrible and inviolable oathi 
bound the difciples of Manes as bind the adepts of 
the Occult Lodges, to keep the fecrets of their 
degree. St. Auftin had been admitted to the de- 
gree of Believer nine years, without being initiated 
into that of Elefl — " Swear or forfwear yourfdf, 
“ but be true to your fecret,” was their tnotto*. 

VIII. The fame number and almoft identity of 
iigns. The Mafons have three which they call 
the ftgn, the gripe , and the word. The Manich^ans 
alfo had three, that of the word, of the gripe , and 
of the breafi f . This latter was fuppreffed on ac- 
count of its indecency j it can be traced to the 
Templars ; the other two are ftill extant in the 
Lodges of Mafonry. 

Every Mafon who wilhes to know whether you 
have Jeen the light , begins by offering his land to 
know whether you are acquainted with the gripe* 
It was precifely by the fame method that the Ma- 
nichaeans recognized each other, and felicitated a 
brother on having feen the light J. 

* Jura, perjura, fecretum prodere noli. (Aagtftuus it 
Manic bet is.J 

f Signa, oris, manuum et linus. ( Cinturiatores Magic- 
burgenfes ex Augujlini.) 

I Manichacorum alter alteri obviam faAus, dexteras dant 
Tibi ipfis figni caula, velut a tenebris fervati. (Ibid. cxEpi- 
pbanio.) 

IX. If 
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IX. If we penetrate into the interior of the Ma- 
ionic Lodges, we ihall find representations of the 
liin, of the moon, and of the ftars. Thefe are no- 
thing more than Manes’s Symbols of his God Good 
•whom he brings from the fun, and of the different 
genii which he diftributed in the ftars. If the can- 
didate is only admitted into the Lodge blindfold, 
it is becauie he is yet in the empire' of darknels, 
whence Manes brings his God Evil. 

X. I do not know whether any of the Mafonic 
adepts are fufficiently informed of their own ge- 
’ nealogy to know the real origin of their decora- 
tions, and of the fable on which the explanations 
of the Occult Degrees are foiindecT. But the fol- 
lowing is a ftriking proof of their defccnt from 
Manes. In the degree of Mafter every thing de- 
notes mourning and forrow. The Lodge is hung 
in black, in the middle is a Sarcophagus refting on 
five Heps, covered with a pall. Around it the 
adepts in profound filence mourn the death of a 
man whofe alhes are fuppofed to lie in this tomb. 
This man is at firft faid to be Adoniram, then 
Molay, whofe death is to be avenged by that of 
all tyrants. The allegory is rather inaufpicious to 
Kings ; but it is of too old a date not to be ante- 
rior to the Grand Mafter of the Templars. 

The whole of this ceremonial is to be found in 
the ancient myfteries of the difciples of Manes. 
This was the ceremony which they called Bma. 

,D d 2 They 
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They alfo afiembled round a Sarcophagus retting 
on five fteps, decorated in the like manner} and 
rendered great honors to him whofe afhes it was 
fuppoled to contain. But they were all addretted 
to Manes. It was his death that they celebrated j 
and they kept this feaft precifely at the period 
when the Chriftians celebrated the death and re- 
• furreftion of Chrift*. 

The Chriftians frequently reproached them with 
it i and in our days the lame reproach is made to 
the Roficrucians, of renewing their funeral cere- 
monies precifely at the fame time, that is, on the 
Thurfday in Holy Week f . 

XI. In ,the Mafonic games Mac Benac are the 
two words which comprehend the fecret meaning 
of this myftery. The literal fignification of thefe 
words, we are told ‘ by the Mafons, is, the flefb 
parts from the bone. This very explication re- 
mains a myftery, which only difappears when we 
reflett on the execution of Manes. This Hcrefi- 
arch had promifcd by his prayers to cure the King 
of Perfia’s child, on condition that all the doftors 
were difmiffed. The young Prince died and Manes 

* Plerumque Pafcha nullum celebrant — Sed Pafcha fuum, 
id eft diem quo Manicharus occifus, quinque gradibus in- 
flruflo tribunali, et preciofis linteis adornato, ac in prompro 
pofito, et objefto adorantibus, magnis honoribus profequun- 
tur. ( Auguft. contra Epiji. Munich.) 

f See Mr. Le Franc’s Degree of Roficrncian. 

fled; 
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fled; but, falling againinto the hands of the King, 
he was flawed alive with the points of reeds *. 
Such is the clear explanation o { Mac Benac , the 
flefh leaves the bones, be was flayed alive f. 

XII. The very reeds bear teftimony of the fa£t. 
People are furprized at feeing the Roficrucians 
begin their ceremonies by feating themfelves for- 
rowfully and in filence on the ground, then railing 
themfelves up and walking each with a long reed 
in his hand £. All this is ealily explained again, 
when we reflect that it was precilely in this pofture 
that the Manichseans were ufed to put themfelves, 
affecting to fit or lay themlelves down on mats 
made of reeds, to perpetuate the memory of the 
manner in which, their mailer was put to death §. 
And it was for this reafon that they were called 

Matarii. 

/ 

• Epiph. Baronius, Fleuri, See . 
f Were it obje&ed, that every thing in this degree ap- 
pears grounded on the dory of Adoniram and Solomon’s Tem- 
ple, I would anfwer. Yes, as to words; but as to fa&s no- 
thing relating to the death of Adoniram is to be found in the 
Hiftory of Solomon or of his Temple. All is allegorical, and 
entirely applicable to Manes. . T he Mac Benac is inapplicable 
to the Templars. Befide, the whole of this ceremony is far 
anterior tu them. They may have ihaped the fable accord- 
ing to their own profeflion ; but they have prefer ved the lead- 
ing feature, the Mac Benac, which carries us back immedi- 
ately to Manes. 

J Mr. Le Franc’s Degree of Rofx Cracis. 

§ Centuriatores Magdeburgenfes, Baronius, See • 

D d 3 Were 
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Were we to continue our comparative ftatement 
we fhould meet with many other fimilarities ; we 
Ihould find, for example, that Fraternity lb much 
extolled by the Craft, and which would be de- 
fcrvedly applauded were it not confined fblcly to 
their own body. A fimilar reproach was made to 
the Manichteans, that they were always ready to 
fuccour one of their own fe<5t, but extremely hard 
on the poor of other deferiptions *. 

The fame zeal for the propagation of their 
myfteries is allb obfervable in both. The modem 
adepts glory in their Lodges being Ipread all over 
the world. Such alfo was the propagating (pint of 
Manes and of his adepts. Addas, Herman, and 
Thomas went by his orders toeftablilh his myfte-: 
riesj the firft in Judea, the fecond in Egypt, and 
the third in the Eaft, while he himfelf preached in 
Perfia and Mefopotamia. Betide, he had twelve 
Apollles, though fome fay twenty-two and in 
a very lhort fpace of time we fee his do&rines, 
like the Freemafons, Ipreading all over the 
world 

Attending only to the mod (Iriking fimilarities, 
we have feen the Occult degrees of Mafonry 
founded on the Bema of the Manichaeans. It was 

* Quin ct homini mendico, nifi Manichzus fit, panem et 
aqoam non porrigunt. ( Augufiinus dt Mcribiu Maxicbtnrnjq 
ft contra Favftinum.) 

f Centuriatores Magdeburg enfes ex Epiphanio. 
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Manes whom they were to avenge on all Kings, on 
Kings who had condemned him to be Bayed alive* 
and who, according to his do&rines, had only been 
inftituted by the evil fpirit ; and the word to be re- 
covered was that dottrine itfelf, to be eftablifhed on 

t 

the ruins of Chriftianity. The Templars, taught 
by the adepts difperfed throughput Egypt and Pa- 
leftine, fubflituted, at ‘their diifolution, their Grand- 
Mafter Molay for Manes, as the objett of their 
vengeance ; and the fpirit of the myfteries and the 
allegory rema ned the fame. It is always Kings 
and Chriftianity that are to be deftroyed. Empires 
and the Altar to be overturned, in order to re-efta- 
blifli the Liberty and Equality of human nature. 

The refult of thefe refearches are certainly not 
flattering to the Craft ; it traces the origin of their 
Lodges and of their dottrines on Liberty and 
Equality to a Have flayed alive for his impoftures. 
However humiliating fuch an origin may be, ftill 
fuch muft be the refult of the refearches of him 
who fecks the fource whence all their myfteries 
are derived. TT heir Occult fecrets are all founded 
on this man who is to be avenged, and on that 
word or dottrine which is to be recovered in their 
third degree. The whole of this third degree is 
an evident repetition of the Bema of the Mani- 
chaean degree of EleSt, the famous Mac Benac is 
clearly explained by the fpecies of punilhment in- 
flitted on Manes, and every thing leads us back to 
D d 4 the 
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the Palcfline widow’s flave *. . We may defy the 
Mafons to find any ceremony fimilar to their’s of 
Mac Benac either before or fince the Bema of the 
Manichasans, if it be not the Bema irfelf ; it is to 
that therefore that we mud refer back ; it is there 
we malt reft to find the fource of the Ma fonic 
myderies. 

The filence obfervcd on this origin by the moft 
learned Mafbns proves that they were afhamed, 
bjut not that they were ignorant of it. It mult at 

leaft'have been difficult for them to' have fb often 

\ 

in the myfteries of the cabal commented on the 
Jehovah of Manes, fubdivided like their own, into 
the Good and Evil principle, without knowing the 
g r and author of this fyftem, and who has given his 
name to the fc£t of the twofold God ; without re- 
cognizing him, otherwife fo famous as a profound 
adept in all the myfteries of the cabal, or of magic 
and aftrology. 

* Will not this circumftance of the Widow explain acufiom 
with the Mafons, who, when they find themfelves expofed tp 
any danger, and that they have hopes of being heard by any 
of the brethren, in order to make themfelves known and to 
obtain fuccour they hold their hands on their heads and call 
out, help from the children of the 'widow ? If the modern Mafons 
are ignorant of the fa£t, the ancient adepts were well ac- 
quainted with it ; and all hiilory aflerts that Manes was adopt- 
ed by the widow to whom Budda, Scythian’s diiciple, fled for 
refuge, and that the Herefiarch inherited all the riches he had 
kft her. Help from the children of the widow, therefore naturally 
alludes to the children of Manes, 

Ic 
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It could hardly be poflibleforthe Hero of the Mar- 
tinifts not to have feen that his Apocalypfe was no- 
thing but the Herefiarch’s code. It cannot be fuppo- 
fed that Condorcetj tracing the origin of the fecret 
affociations, and bringing the Templars fo near to 
the Albigeois , could have been'ignorant of what al 1 hif- 
tory a Herts, that the Albigeois and all the ramifications 
of thofe feds of the South (the Vaudois excepted) 
were really no other than Manichaeans ; bcfide, 
that all thofe infamous proceedings of the Tem- 
plars had long fince been attributed to the chil- 
dren of Manes j and that all thofe horrors are 
cafily explained by his dodrines. 

When we fee the principal adepts of Mafonrjr, 
fuch as Lalande, Dupuis, Le Blond, De Launaye, 
feeking to fubftitute the errors of the Manichaeans 
and of the Perfians, to the myfteries of the Chri- 
ilian religion, it is ftill more difficult to believe 
that they had not furmifed the real audior of their 
myfteries *. 

It may be poffible that the Hiftory of the Tem- 
plars and of their Grand Mafter, as more jntereft- 
ing to the adepts, may have obliterated the re- 
membrance of fo humiliating an origin. 

The objed of our refearches has not been to 
humble the Mafonic body, but to develop the 

• See Remarks on the general and particular Hiftory of " 
Religion, by Mr. Le Franc. 

fnarcs 
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fnares of a fcdt juftly branded with infamy from 
the very firft days of its exigence. Our objedt is 
particularly to make men fenfible at length how 
much it interefts both religion and the ftate to in- 
veftigatc the grand objeft of a fccret alTociation 
fpread throughout the univerfe, an afiociation 
whofe fecret is beyond a doubt contained in thofe 
two words Liberty and Equality , confided to the 
adepts in the very firft degrees of Mafonry ; of an 
affociation whofe laft myfteries are no more than 
the explanation of thefe words to the full extent 
which the Jacobinical Revolution has given to 
them. 

The hatred which a flave had conceived for his 
bonds makes him invent the words Liberty and 
Equality. The deteftation of the condition in 
which he was born makes him believe that the 
evil fpirit alone could have been the Creator csf 
thofe Empires which contain Mailers and Servants, 
Kings and Subjects, Magiftrates and Citizens. He 
declares Empires to be the work of the Evil fpi- 
rit, and he binds his difciples by an oath to deftroy 
them. He at the fame time inherits the books 
and all the abfurdities of a Pagan Philofopher, a 
great Aftrologer and Magician, and compofes his 
code, a monftrous digeft of thefe abfurdities, and 
of the hatred he had conceived againft the diftinc- 
tions and laws of fociety. He creates myfteries, 
diftributes his adepts into different claffes or de- 
grees 
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grces and eftablilhes his left. Though juftly pu- 
nifhed for his impoftures, he leaves them his exe-, 
cution as a new motive to flimulate their hatred 
againft Kings. This fe& fpreads itfelf from the 
Eaft to the Weft, and by means of its myfteries 
perpetuates and propagates itfelf. Itis to be met 
with in every age. Crulhed a firft time in Italy, 
France, and Spain, it fpreads anew from the Eaft 
in the eleventh century. The Knights Templars 
adopt its myfteries, and the diffolution of that 
order'iends a pretence to new-model their games. 
The hatred of Kings and of the God of the Chri- 
ftians is only ftimulated by thele new motives. 
The limes and manner of the age may vary the 
forms or modify the opinions, but the effence re- 
main? ; it is always the pretended light of Liberty 
and Equality to be diffufed } it is the Empire of 
pretended Tyrants, whether religious or political,, 
of Pontiffs, of Priefts, of Kings, of Chrift himfelfj 
which are to be deftroyed, in order to re-eftablilh 
(he people in that twofold Equality and twofold 
Liberty, which proferibes the religion of Chrift ' 
and the authority of Kings. The degrees and 
fnyfteries are multiplied and precautions are re-; 
doubled left they lhould be betrayed j but their 
laft oath is always hatred to the God who died on 
the Crofs,— hatred to the Monarch feated on the 
Throng 

Sti$h 
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Such is the hiftorical (ketch of Mafonry, and 
the main point of its fecrets. Let the reader com- 
pare the proofs we have adduced from the very 
.nature of its degrees, the proofs taken from the 
diffcrtadons of the moft learned adepts of the moil 
zealous Mafons on their myfteries ; all thole, in 
fine, which we have drawn from their various 
opinions on the origin of their affociation and I 
do not think he can entertain any doubt as to the 
grand objcCt of this inftitution. Let him then re- 
ft fleCt on the manner in which we were led back by 
Condorcet from the Mafons of the day to the (lave 
Curbicus, and how we difcovcr in this Herefiarch 
and his adepts . the real authors of the code and 
myfteries of Freemafonry ; and I do not appre- 
hend that he can any longer entertain a doubt as to 
their firft and real progenitors. 

Still it remains for us to (how how thefe fame 
myfteries promoted the plans of the Sophiftcrs of 
Impiety united with thofe of Rebellion, in the 
execution of their plots for effecting the grand Re- 
volution. But let us not terminate this chapter 
. without repeating our proteftations in favor of the 
immenfe number of Mafons who have never been 
initiated in the Occult Myfteries of the feCt. Let 
us admire the wildom of Englifh Mafonry in re- 
jecting all thofe degrees where an explanation of 
the myfteries begins to develop their dangerous 
principles. Let us admire and applaud them for 

having 


Digitized by 


Google 



ANTIMONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY. 


4*3 


having transformed this conipiring fe£t of other 
ftates into an aflociation evidently ufefiil to their 
own. The more ftrongly we have infilled on the 
importance to all Empires of inveftigating the 
dangerous principles of the Occult Lodges, the 
better pleafed and the more ready we are to do 
juftice to thofe whom we have ieen fo generally 
adopting the principles of a benevolent Equality, 
and of a Liberty lccured by fubje&ion to the 
laws. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Sixth Degree of the Confpiratj againft Kings . 

# 

Coalition of the Sopbijlers and of the Frtemafons. 

The generality of Freemafons of the prelent 
day do the Scotch the honour of looking upon 
their Grand Lodge as the (lock whence all the 
others (prang : It is there, they tell us, that the 
Templars convened for* the prefervation of their 
myfteries : it is thence that they fuppole Mafonry 
fpiead through England into France, Germany, 
and other dates. This is not an improbable con- 
jecture with relpeCt to the aCtual form *, and pre- 

fent 

• I fay with refpett to the aBval form of their Lodges, and 
not as to the fubftance of their myfteries ; for there had ex- 
ifted Freemafons long fince in England who pretended neither 
to defernd from the Knights Templars nor the Grand Lodge 
in Scotland. This is to be feen in a manufeript written two 
hundred and fixty years ago and ftill preferved in the Bodleian 
Library at Oxford. This manufeript is a copy of certain 
queftions written about a hundred years before by Henry VI. 
in his own hand. Th6 date then of the original is about three 
hundred and thirty years back, as Henry VI. departed this 
life in 1471. (See Mr. Locke's Letter and this Manufeript iu 
W. P reft on's lUuft rations of Mafonry* Book III • l.J 

These 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



ANTIMONARCHICAL CONSPIRACY, 


4*5 


lent afpeft of their myfteries, but, from whatever 
part they may have fpread throughout Europe, it 
is an undoubted faft, that Lodges exifted in 

France 

There are two important remarks to be made on this ma- 
nufeript. Firft, that the adept queftioned on the origin of 
Mafonry makes no mention of the Templars ; on the contrary 
he fays, that all the important fecrets of which it is in pof- 
fefEon were brought into Europe by Venetian merchants 
coming from the Eaft. ( Corned ftyrfte ffromme the efte ynn Venetia 

3 d anfwer .) Locke fufpedts that in thofc times of monkijb ig- 
norance, thfc Mafons might have miftaken the Venetians fot 1 
the Phenicians. Mr. Locke could not have chofen a more 
unfavourable moment for his fufpicion, as the Mafons and 
even the Monks had by means of the crufades learned to diftin- 
guilh between the Phenicians and Venetians , and particularly 
between Tyr and Venice — Nothing was more natural than the 
anfwer made by the Mafon to Henry VI. * That the myfteries 
had been brought from the Eaft by the Venetians All Mafons 
agree that the Templars learned them in the Eaft . It is very 
natural that the Venetians , fo famous in thofe days for their 
commerce in the Eaft, fhould have taken thefe myfteries 
whence the Templars afterwards did, and whofe hiftory had 
not yet been incorporated with that of Freemafonry. But 
the reader will remark, that every thing leads us back to 
Manes, to the countries whence, it is well known, the fedt and 
its myfteries fpread into Europe. 

The fecond obfervation to be made on this ancient Manu- 
script is, that even in England Freemafonry already compre- 
hended all thofe fyftems of Cabal, of Aftrology , and of Divi- 
nation, fciences all founded on the twofold principle of Manes. 
The art of living <without fear or hope is abb to be remarked, 
the grand objedt of Manes, as well as of all impious wretches ; 

the 
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France and in moft other ftates in the beginning of 
this century. 

In 1735 f h<T were profcribed by an edifit of the 
States of Holland ; two years later they were pro- 
hibited in France by Lewis XV. ; and in 1738, 
Clement the XII. publifhed his famous Bull of 
excommunication againft them, afterwards renew- 
ed by Benedict XIV. In 1748, they were pro- 
fcribed in Switzerland by the Council of Berne. 

From the very nature of their myfteries, this 
aJTociation could long refill the ftorms by 
which it was aflailed. Men trained to the art of 
hiding themfclves had no other precautions to 
take than to avoid the publicity of large ailemblies. 
It was in the very nature of their tenets that they 
found the greateft obftacles to their propagation. 
England, it is true, difgufted with a Liberty and 
Equality which the civil feuds of its Lollards, Ana- 

the art of making perfeflion and true liberty confift in dilbe- 
lieving a future (late, which may conftitnte the hopes of the 
juft man and the terror of the wicked. And this is con- 
founded in the general terms of the Manufcript — Tie art ef 
•umndemxtrckynge , and of forefayinge tbynget to eommt—tbe JbyOc 
of becommynge guie and parfygbte •wytbouttn the bolpynget of 
net sr hope (8 tb anfwer). Amidft all the panegyrics be- 
llowed on Mafonry in thfs ancient record fuch are the docu- 
ments contained in it. Though fo much extolled by Mafoni, 
the reader will certainly not receive k as a proof of the pie- 
tended innocence of their myfteries. 

baptifts. 
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baptifts, and Prelbyterians had taught it to appre- 
ciate, had rejected from its Mafonic games all ex- 
planations tending to the overthrow of Govern- 
ments 5 but it did not dear itfelf of all the adepts 
who ftill remained attached to the diforganizing 
principles of the ancient myfteries. It was this 
fpecies of adept that preferved the greateft zeal 
for the propagation of its tenets ; it Was fome of 
thefe who, wilhing to attraft Voltaire into their 
party, had made Thiriot write, that notwithftand- 
ing the title of Liberty and Equality given to his 
Letters, he did not go to the point. 

Unfortunately for France and for the reft of 
Europe, fuch was the fpecies of adepts which took 
the lead in the propagation of their myfteries— 
at firfi their progrejs was flow and imperceptible . — 
It had coft Voltaire much to adopt their dilorga- 
nizing principles, and it would neceflarily coft 
many young men much more, who, not having 
Aided all lentiments of religion, repreffed not only 
that fpirit of independence but even that of curio- 
fity and the defire of knowing a fecret only to be 
acquired by an oath which might be perjury in it- 
felf. 

In France particularly it tnuft have been diffi- 
cult to inculcate myfteries, whofe laft fecret was 
apoftafy and rebellion, in men as yet unaccuftomed 
to declamations againft Sovereigns and the focial 
order. Policy at firft, and afterwards the progrds 
Vol. II. Ee of 
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of the Sophifters, removed every difficulty. The 
Freemafbns, according to cuftom, fought to gain 
an afcendancy over the mind of fome man who 
might protect them againft and avert the indigna- 
tion of the Sovereign ; and with the apron they 
requeft the Prince Conti to accept the tide of 
Grand Matter of the French Lodges. The Prince 
contented to be initiated, and on that occafion the 
conftruCtion was put upon the mytteries which is 
artfully given whenever a candidate is received, 
whofe fentiments, rank, or grandeur, is known to 
militate againft the diforganizing principles of Li- 
berty and Equality. Many Princes and fome 
Sovereigns fell into a fimilar error. The Emperor 
Francis I. would alio be initiated; and he protect- 
ed the brethren, who never revealed any fecret to 
him which could fhock his known piety. Frede- 
ric II. was alfo a Freemafon. The adepts told 
him all their fecrets againft Chrift, but guarded 
againft the moft diftant hint of applying Liberty 
and Equality to the rights of the throne, which he 
was fo jealous of maintaining/ 

In fine, the policy of the craft went fb far as to 
gain protectors even among the Princefies by ini- 
tiating them in the leffer myfteries. Maria Char- 
lotte, at prefent Queen of Naples, believed, with- 
out doubt, that fhe was only protecting moft faith- 
ful fubjeCls ; fhe petitioned in favour of the pro- 
feribed brethren, who were even in danger of fuf- 

fering. 
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fering. A medal ftruck on the occafion, her 
health drank >yith that of the Grand Matter at the 
Mafonic feafts, appeared to be an infallible pledge 
of the gratitude of the Craft : and under her aufpi- 
ces they fpread far and near. But when the Con- 
Ip i racy burft forth at Naples this protefted bro- 
therhood were found to be a nett of confpiring Ja- 
cobins. The plot had been contrived in their 
Lodges, and the protecting Queen ftood fbremoft 
on the lift of profcriptions. 

Many Lords and Noblemen, true and accepted 
Mafons, had joined, in the confpiracy ; but the 
Court foon difcovered the occult plot, in which it 
had been decided that all the Nobles, though Jaco- 
bin Mafons, fhould be maflacred immediately after 
the Royal Family by the equal and clouted-fhoed 
brethren. 

In animadverting on thefe fa£ts, of which the 
Hiftorians of the Revolution will have to treat 
hereafter, my defign is to draw the attention of 
my reader to that policy of which fo many great 
perfonages have been the miferable dupes. The 
Occult Mafons would go in queft of them, and 
initiate them in all the myfteries againft religion.— 
The initiation of thefe Noblemen quieted the fears 
and averted the attention of Government from the 
Lodges, feeing them frequented by men who were 
the natural allies of the throne. And this policy 
of the Occult Lodges proved one of the moft fuc- 
£ e 2 cefsful 
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ccfiful tools for their fuccefs. The names of the 
mod faithful fervants of the crown fcreened the 
rebellious plots of their occult myftcries ; and that 
of Conti eafily quieted Lewis XV. with relpeft to 
the Mafons. The Police of Paris made no far- 
ther enquiries, and the Lodges were tolerated. 
The Sophifters and the progrels of Impiety fur- 
nilhed them with new and more efficacious means 
of multiplying their Lodges. 

According as Voltaire and Holbach’s club fuc- 
ceeded in inundating Europe with their impious 
writings, the Craft extended its conquefts. It was 
then eafy for the Philofophifts to make themfelves 
be liftened to by men already difpofed to the 
fecret myfteries by their Antichriftian and Anti- 
monarchical publications, and to infpire them with 
a defire of a new order of things to be learned in 
their Lodges. Curiofity, Simulated by impiety, 
daily made new converts to the fc£t. Impiety 
continued propagated and fpread wide the fpirit 
and falhion of Mafonry, and that was the great ler- 
vice rendered to it by the Sophifters of the age. 

. On their fide, the Sophifters of Impiety and Re- 
bellion foon perceived the connection between the 
myfteries of Mafonry and their Philofophifm. 
They were defirous of being acquainted with thole 
myfteries whole profound adepts were their molt 
zealous difciples and foon all the French Philofo- 
phifts became Mafons. Many years before the 

Revo- 
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Revolution, it was difficult to meet with a So- 
phifter who was not a Freemafon. Voltaire alone Voltaire 
had not been initiated. ' The Craft had too great 
obligations to him ; it was indebted to him for too mafon. 
many of their adepts, not to tefti fy their gratitude 
to him. Scarcely had this odtogenary infidel ar- 
rived at Paris when they prepared the mod pom- 
pous fete for his admiffion to the myfteries. At 
eighty years of age he was admitted to the light. 

After having taken the oath, the fecret which 
flattered him the mod to learn was, that the 
adepts, in future his brethren, had long fince been 
his mod zealous difciples. That their fecret con- 
fifted in that Liberty and Equality which he had 
himfelf oppofed to the Gofpel of his God and to 
the pretended Tyrants of the Earth. The Lodge 
refounded with fuch applaufe, the adepts rendered 
him fuch honours, and he fo perfectly felt the caufe 
of them, that, thinking his pride gratified and his 
vow of hatred accompli fhed, he blafphemoufly 
exclaimed, 5 This triumph is well worth that of the 
Nazareen. The facred formula of the myfteries 
was fo dear to him, that the ancient adept Frank- 
lin, having meanly prefented him with his children 
to blefs, he only pronounced over them the words 
Equality and Liberty *. 

• See the life of Voltaire. 

E e 3 If 
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If, after all the proofs we have given of the 
meaning attached to thofe words by the profound 
adepts, any one fhould doubt of their application 
to Chrift and the throne, let him reflet on the 
interpretation of them given by Voltaire to the 
Genevcfe ; and particularly what extent he gave 
them on his admifCon among the brethren of 
Liberty and Equality : let him be carried back 
to this initiation, let him behold the crowned 
adept, thofe who crown him, and thofe who fur- 
round him, andean any other proof be required 
of the object of their myfteries than the lift of 
thefe attendant brethren. There on the fame line 
he would behold Sophifters and 'Mafbns, and par* 
ticularly thofe who by their writings have pre- 
pared the downfall of the Altar and the Throne, 
who by their votes have decreed it, and by their 
crimes have confummated fo iniquitous an under- 
taking. There he would meet the impious bre- 
thren, fuch as Voltaire, Condorcet, Lalande, Du- 
puis, Bonneville, Volney, and all the other blaf- 
phemers both modern and ancient ; there again 
would he fee the rebellious brethren, a Fauchet, 
Bailly, Guillotin, La Fayette, Menou, Chapellier, 
Mirabeau, and Syeyes ; there in the fame Lodge 
he would find the adepts of Holbach’s club, and 
thofe of Philip L'Egalite. Whence this con- 
cord, what objeft can unite fo many impious bre- 
thren, fo many rebellious brethren in the fame 
Lodge, if not the identity of their fecret myfte- 
ries i 
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rics ? and why this concourfe of the Sophifters to 
the Mafonic Lodges, if not for the mutual fuccour 
they are to afford each other ? 

It was not fufficient for the heroes of the Ency- 
clopedia to unite under their ftandards againft 
Chrift the infidels of the court and of every clafs. 
Many in all claffes who had remained faithful to 
their God were alio true to their King. Even 
in the impious part of the Ariftocracy many men 
were to be found, whom fortune, ambition, or 
cuftom attached either to the perfon or to the 
exiftence of the Monarch. There exifted a public 
force, which the duty or intereft of its chiefs 
might oppofe to their machinations ; and a multi- 
tude of Citizens might have rifen againft the Con- 
ipirators. 

But however numerous the difciples of impiety 
may have been, ftill the multitude fided with the 
altar and the throne. The Sophifters faw they 
had not as yet fufficiently triumphed over the 
public opinion j they felt that it was neceffary to 
acquire ftrength. 

Having long meditated on the arts of rebellion, 
they fbon perceived what advantages might be 
drawn hereafter from the Mafonic Lodges. From 
the period of their coalition a revolution- was 
made in the French Mafonry, the adepts of which 
foon became the children of the Encyclopedia. 
The Martinifts alone, with fome few Cabaliftic 
E e 4 Lodges, 
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Lodges, remained true to their flave Curbicus ; all 
others adopt the impiety of Voltaire. The real 
fource of the myftcries was to be traced by the 
forms preferred ; but it was at this period that all 
thofe novelties were introduced which make it 
more difficult to trace them. It on this coa- 
lition that all our Duallift Mafons were transform- 
ed into Atheifts, Deifts, or Pantheifts. It was 
then that the degrees of the Knights of the Sun and 
of the Druids were added to the former ones ; but 
they are nothing more than the impious degrees 
of modern Sophiftry. 

Be they however children of Manes, or the off- 
fpring of the Encyclopedia, it was always the fame 
hatred againft the altar and the throne, the fame 
confpiracy which conftituted the grand obje£t of 
the Occult Lodges. To fccure the triumph 
of Holbach’s club, the Sophifters had only to 
allure themfelves of the fupport of the pikes* j 
and by means of the interior intercourfe of the 
Mafonic Lodges they hoped to effectuate it. At 
the .head of this correfpondence was a general 
office called the Grand Orient apparently under 

• I hope the reader will remark here, that the fwearing in 
of the multitude is the lad ftep of a confpiracy, and not the 
firft, as fome (little verfed in thefe black arts) are perpetu- 
ally repeating ; and that as long as the authors remain no* 
difeovered, it is but of little avail to difeover the vulgar and 
often miflead agents, T. 

the 
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the direftion of the Grand Mafter, but really con- 
duced by the moft profound adepts. This was 
the feat of Government, the high tribunal where 
all the Mafonic differences or fuits were fettled ; 
it was alfo the fupreme council whofe orders could 
not be violated or difobeyed without incurring the 
penalties of perjury. 

It was to this tribunal that the different Lodges Govern* 
fpread throughout the country fent their deputies, 
who, reiiding there, were entrufted with the for- Lodges, 
warding of orders, and with notifying their exe- 
cution. Every Lodge had its ptefident called the 
Venerable, whofe duty confided in forwarding the 
orders of the Grand Orient , or in preparing the 
brethren for the orders they were to receive. All 
inftruftions were tranfmitted in a fecret language, 
in a particular cypher, or by private means. Left 
any falfe brother or Mafon, not fubjeft to the in- 
fpeftion of the Grand Orient, lhould intermix with 
the real adepts without being difeovered, there was 
a watch-word which changed every quarter, and 
was regularly fent by the Grand Orient to every 
Lodge under its infpe&ion. 

Every branch of this government was bound by 
the oaths of not revealing to the prophane the 
fecrets of Freemafonry. Each Lodge fent its con- 
tributions quarterly for the maintenance of the 
central office, and to cover all expences which this 
Office judged neceffary to be incurred for the ge- 
neral 
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neral intereft of the craft. Thole Lodges that 
were not under the infpe&ion of the Grand Orient ; 
were under a fimilar government of a Mother 
Lodge, which alfo had its Grand Matter and kept 
the fame fort of correfpondence. 

This part of their conftitutions was genera lly 
known to all the brethren ; but I have often re- 
peated that with refpeft to the Occult Lodges they 
were in the dark. The day was to come when 
the greateft novice in the art was to fhow as much 
zeal as the molt profound adept. To effe&uate 
this, it was only neeeflary to fill their ordinary 
Lodges with hair-brained young fellows, ignorant 
citizens, and even thick-headed workmen, who 
had been previoufly milled by the impious doc- 
trines of the Sophifters, and with all thole who 
were carried away by that torrent of declamation, 
calumnies, &c. dire&ed againft the altar, the 
throne, and all the higher orders of focicty. 

"With fuch a fpecies of brethren the Occult 
Myfteries were unneceffary, and without any fur- 
ther inftruttions the warhoop of Liberty and Equa- 
lity was more than fufficient to excite their enthu- 
fiafm and direft their blows. A chief in each 
Lodge, or a very few .adepts in dire <51 correlpon- 
dence with the central office of the Confpirators, 
might ealily be informed of the day and hour on 
which it was neeeflary that the minds of thefe un- 
derling adepts fhould be worked up to revolu- 
tionary 
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tionary fury, and to point out the objefts and per- 
fons on whom they were to vent their rage. Nor 
was it impoffible to organize thofe bands of Bri- 
gands and firebrands into Lodges, and thus diftri- 
bute to each the different parts of levelling butchers 
and of revolutionary executioners. Thefe Lodges, 
multiplied throughout the ftate in the towns and 
villages, might, under the direction of the central 
office or committee, turn out at the fame inftant 
all over the country, thoufands and tens of thou- 
fands of adepts all enthufiaftically arrayed under 
the banners of Liberty and Equality, armed with 
pikes, hatchets, and torches, carrying fire and dc- 
folation wherever their courfe was traced, know- 
ing beforehand what victims were to be facrificcd, 
what caftles and country houfes to be burnt, and 
what heads to be carried before the triumphant 
levellers of Liberty and Equality j thus preferv- 
ing the mod exadt accord in the midft of rebel- 
lion, levelling at one blow all public force, all 
public juftice, diforganizing every thing and throw- 
ing every thing into confufion. But, in order to 
eflablifh its new empire and organize its own 
power, it only had to transform its fecret dens of 
confpiracy into Jacobin clubs, and its grand adepts 
into municipal officers. Thus at length, it gave 
birth to a Revolution irrefillible, confummated, 
and irreparable even in the firft hours of its exig- 
ence, 
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ence, and bfcfore any one had thought of measures 
to oppole it. 

In thus deferibing what might have been done 
by means of that tenebrous lecrecy of the Ma- 
fonic government and Lodges, I have only anti- 
cipated what really was done by the Sophifters to 
effect uate the French Revolution. As early as 
the year 1776 the central Committee of the 
Grand Orient inftrutted the directing adepts to 
prepare the Brethren for infurre&ion, and to vifit 
the Lodges throughout France, to conjure them 
by the Mafonic oath, and to announce that the 
time was at length come to accomplilh it in the 
death of tyrants. 

The adept who was intrufted with the vilitation 
of the Northern provinces was an officer of artil- 
lery called Sinetty. His Revolutionary Apoftle- 
fhip led him to Lille. The regiment of La Sarre 
was at that time in garrifon there. The Confpi- 
rators wilhed particularly to gain profelytes among 
and make fure of the military brethren ; Sinetty 
was far from fucceeding according to his wilhes ; 
but the method and plans he adopted are all that 
can be necefiary for our objeft. To explain tlus 
matter to our readers, we will lay before them the 
relation made by one of the officers of La Sarre, 
an eye-witnefs, and one of the many whom Si- 
netty had chofen to be prefent at the meeting 

where 
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where he was to difclofe the objed of his Apoftle- 
fhip. 

“ We had)” faid this worthy officer to me, 
" our Lodge. It was to us, as to moft other re- 
ft giments, a mere plaything. The trials to which 
' " the new candidates were fubjeded afforded us 
** much amufement. The Mafonic feafts made us 
* c fpend our leifure hours agreeably, and refrelhed 
** us from our labors. You very well underftand 
“ that our Liberty and Equality was not that of the 
Jacobins. The greateft part and nearly the 
" whole of the officers gave proofs of this at the 
** Revolution. We indeed little thought of any fuch 
f ‘ Revolution when an officer of artillery called 
** Sinetty, a famous Mafon, prefented himfelf at 
“ our Lodge. He was received as a brother. At 
** firft he did not appear particular. A few days 
“ after he invited about twenty of us to meet him 
** at a tea-garden called the Bonne A venture, a 
f * little out of Lille. We thought he wifhed to 
" return the compliment of the feaft we had given 
him, and expeded a common Mafonic repaft, 
<c when on a fudden he holds forth, declaring he 
** had important fecrets to communicate from the 
u Grand Orient. We liften to him j but judge of 
** our furprize when wc heard him in the moft 
" emphatic and enthufiaflic tone declare, * That 
“ at length the time was come, that the plans fo 
“ ably conceived and fo long meditated by the 

“ true 
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«* ** true Mafons were on the eve of being accom- 
** pliflied j that the univerie would be freed from 
“ its fetters j Tyrants called Kings would be van- 
** quifhed j religious fuperftitions would give way 
** to light ; Liberty and Equality would fucceed 
“ to the flavery under which the world was qp- 
<e preffed ; and that man would at length be re- 
“ inflated in his rights.' 

“ While our orator continued thefe declama- 
“ tions we ftared at each other, as much as to 
** fay, * What is this madman about ?’ We hear- 
et kened to him for a whole hour, and filently 3 
“ meaning afterwards to joke among ourfelvcs. 
“ What appeared to us the mod extravagant was 
** the confident manner in which he afferted, that 
** it would be vain in future for Tyrants or Kings 
“ to pretend to oppofe their vaft plans ; that the 
" Revolution was infallible and near; and that 
“ the altar and the throne would be overturned*. 

** He foon perceived that we were not Mafons 
** of his damp, and left us to go and vifit other 

* Nothing perhaps can (how the danger and impolicy of 
oaths of fecrecy more than this pafTage : For, any rebel, pro- 
vided he be bound by the lame oath, may come and make 
proportions to you of the mod dangerous tendency ; and if, 
through weaknefs or depravity, they are hearkened to, he 
finds Confpirators ready made ; if rejected, they are (till kept 
fee ret by thofe who are fuppofed to be bound to fecrecy, for- 
getting that in this cafe by the very adl they become perjured 
to their oath of allegiance and to their Cod. T. 

** Lodges. 
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u Lodges, After having lathed for fome time 
* f at what we conceived to be the conceits of a 
** heated brain, we forgot the fcene till the Re- 
** volution (which convinced us but too forcibly 
** how much we had mifconceivcd the- man) re- 
** called it to our minds.” 

When I had determined on publifliing this fad, 

I knew how neceflary it would be to authenticate 
it by the fignature of him to whom we are indebt- 
ed for the above account ; but it may eafily be 
conceived that he did not wilh to have been looked 
upon as having betrayed the fecrets of the Lodge. 
Fortunately there are now in London many who were 
prefent at that meeting ; for example/ the Comte 
de Martange, Mr. de Bertrix, Mr. Le Chev r de 
Myon, all formerly officers in the regiment of 
La Sarre. Though I have not the honor of their 
acquaintance, and that they may be a little fur- 
prized at feeing themfelves named here, ftill I am 
not afraid of being contradicted by them, either 
as to the million or the manner in which Sinetty 
fulfilled it } and efpecially .when I add that it was 
their attachment to their King which milled them 
with refpeCt to this deligning madman. So far 
were they from any revolutionary ideas, fo well 
did they know the difpofitions of the French 
officers, and fo firmly did they think the authority 
of the King eftablifhed, that they believed this 
Sinetty to be a madman, and all his meflage from 

the 
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the Matter Lodge to be no more than the reveries 
of a heated brain. Now, that the Revolution has 
diflipated the illuGon, I leave the hiftorian and the 
reader to meditate on lo important a fad. The 
confequences flow of themlelves. They manifeft 
all that the brethren, either Sophifters or Malbns, 
coalefeed in their central committee, expe&ed 
from the chofen adepts which they had lent into die 
provinces to prepare the infurre&ion. But it was 
relerved to Syeyes and Condorcet to eftablilh in 
the very centre of Freemafonry an Apottlettiip 
much more general, whole objed was to Jacobi- 
nize not the Lodges only but the whole Univerfe. 

That Condorcet, whom we have obferved lo 
jealous of fraternizing with the Alb'tgnis , Patarins , 
or Catares, in Ihort, with all the Jacobins of the 
middle age, had, without doubt, ftudied their 
means. What hiftory relates of them, to inflame 
the indignation of the reader, is exadly what he 
adopted and imitated of their abominable artifices j 
and he even furpafled them *. That zeal lo com- 
mon 

* Notwith (landing t have already given various proofs of 
the coincidence between the modern Jacobins and thole of the 
middle ages, I think it proper to lay before my reader an 
hiftorical fragment very precious, though little known. It is 
t letter written in 1243, by one Yvon of Narbonne to Gerald 
Archbifhop of Boardeaux, and preferved by Matthew Paris, • 
cotemporary author. In this letter Yvon fays, that, accofed 
of leaning towards the Errors of the Palariiu, he thought it 

prudent 
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mon to the adepts did not appear aftive and ardent 
enough for him. He joined with Syeyes to found 
in Mafonry itfelf a true Apoftleihip of Jacobinifm. 

The 

prudent to feek fafety in flight. Arrived at Come, in Italy, 
he meets with fome Patarins, and declares himfelf to be per- 
fected for profeffing their do&rines. He is received as a 
brother, fumptuoufly treated, and entrufled with information, 
of which he gives the following account: 

€€ For three months,” (ays he, “ I was among them, well 
“ fed, fplendidly and voluptuoufly feafled ; learning each 
" day fome new error or rather horror againft faith, to all 
€€ which I pretended to aflent. By dint of good treatment they 
** obliged me to promife , that in future , whenever I was in com - 
,f panywith Chriftians , I would do my utmofl to prove that the 
" faith of Peter never faved any body. As foon as they had 
€t wrefted from me this oath , they began to difcover their fe- 
t( crets to me. They told me, among other things, that from 
** feveral towns in Tufcany and from almoft all the towns in 
4 ' Lombardy, they carefully fent fome of their moft docile 
" difciples to Paris, who were there to apply to all the fub- 
“ jtilties of Logic and intricate queflions of Divinity, in order 
€€ to prepare them for maintaining their own errors and com* 
** bating the Apoftolic Faith. That befide this they had a 
great number of merchants whom they fent to the different 
€€ fairs with a view of perverting the richer laity, and in a 
€t word all thofe with whom they converfed or aflociated at 
€€ table. Thus by the extent of their commerce they on one 
** hand enrich themfelves by other men’s money, and on the 
other pervert fouls.” 

'This, beyond a doubt, is a fecret fociety, a perfedl Propa- 
ganda. When we refled that this fociety was entirely com- 
pofed of Manichseans, teaching that all men were free and 
VoLt II, F f equal. 
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The Lodge eftabli/hed at Paris, Rue Coq-heron, 
and prefided over by the Duke de la Rochefou- 
cault, was more particularly frequented by the 
profound Mafons. After the Grand Orient^ this 
was the Lodge wherein the deepeft plots were 
contrived, where Syeyes and Condorcer, with 
the molt zealous of the brethren, held their meet- 
ings. This wasalfo the hotbed whence fprung the 
Propaganda. Of all the writers who have treated 
of this eftablilhment, none were better acquainted 
with it than Mr. Girtanner, who lived at Paris in. 

equal, and were to obey neither the /pi ritual nor temporal power, 
one Can hardly view them in any other light than as Jacobin 
Mafons. Still lefs can we miftalce them when we obferve the 
new adept travelling from Come to Milan, to Cremona, to 
Venice, and even to Vienna, always received and feafted by 
the brethren, only making himfelf known and getting himfelf 
acknowledged by means of certain figns which were always fe- 
cretiy given to him. Semper in receffu accepi ab aliis ad alios 
inter figna. (Math. Paris Hift . Ang. ann . 1243). 

It is true, that this is a letter written by a penitent adept, 
who is forry for having fwerved from the true faith, lament- 
ing the horrors he had been guilty of with the other brethren, 
and only confoling himfelf with the happy reccdle&ion of 
having reclaimed feveral from their errors, and craving par* 
don and penance for his pad wickednefs. But thefe circum- 
ftances all become new proofs of his fincerity, and only de- 
pict in ftronger colours the connection between the fecret aflo* 
ciations of the children of Manes, the true Jacobins of th* 
middle age, and the fecret afTociations of the Occult Mafons, 
or of our modern Jacobins." 

tbc 
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the tnidft of the Sophifters and Mafons. He . af- 
terwards lived with the Jacobins, and pryed into 
every thing with the eye of a cor reft obferver. A 
learned Foreigner and a Phyfician were qualities 
which rendered him kfs fufpicious, and he was 
.much ;n their confidence. What we are about to 
lay before our readers concerning the Propaganda 
is nearly all (extracted from his Memoirs On the 
French Revolution. 

** The Club of the Propagandas is widely dif- 
u ferent from that of the Jacobins, though both 
“ frequendy unite. That of the Jacobins is the 
u grand mover of the National Aflembly j that 
K of the Propaganda aims at nothing lefe than be- 
" ing the mover of all human nature. This latter 
•*« was in exiftence as early as the year 1786. The- 
" Chiefs are the Due de la Rochefoucault, Coni 
h dorcet, and Syeyes.” 

For the honour of this unfortunate Duke> we 
haften to fay, that the Revolutions foon reclaimed 
him from his errors. He had made himfelf Grand 
Mafter of feveral Lodges, and was the tool of 
Syeyes and Condorcet, who made ufe of his riches 
to forward their plans. When he beheld the dis- 
organization of France Succeeding to the firft Con-, 
ftitutionalifts, his zeal for the Propaganda was 
greatly abated. He at length abandoned it, and 
Condorcet and Syeyes remained the foie Chiefs. 

F f a “ The 
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" The grand objeft of the Propaganda's Club,’' 
fays Girtanner, “ is, to eftablifh a philoiophical 
“ order of things, paramount to all the received 
“ opinions of human nature. To be admitted 
into this focicty it is necefiary to be a ftickler 
" for the Modem Philofophy, that is to /ay, 
** Dogmatic Atheifm ; or elfc to be ambitious, or 
** difcontent with the prefent Government. The 
** firft requifite on your initiation is, a promife of 
** the moil profound fecrecy. The candidate is 
** then informed, that the number of adepts is 
“ immenfe, and that they are fpread all over the 
“ world. That all are perpetually in queft of falfe 
** brethren to make away with them,, and to re- 
“ vengc themfelves on any who (hould betray 
,c their fecrct. The candidate then promifes to 
«* keep no fecret from the brethren, but always to 
** defend the people againft the Government ,• to 
«* oppofe all arbitrary orders, and to do all in his 
“ power to introduce a general toleration of reli- 
“ gions. 

** This affociation is compofed of two forts of 
<* members, thofe who pay and thole who do not. 
“ The firft clafs fubfcribe at leaft three Louis a 
“ year, and the rich double the fum. The fub- 
cc fcribers are about five thoufand ; all the reft 
“ engage to propagate the principles of the lo- 
f< ciety, and to aft according to its views. . Thefc 
“ latter may be fifty thoufand. 

** fn 
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u In 1790, the general fund of the order 
« amounted to twenty millions oflivres ( 900,0001. ) 
«* in fpecie ; and according to ftatements made, 
“ there were to be ten millions more before the 
" end of 1791. 

“ They have two degrees, that of candidate and 
«* that of initiated. Their whole do&rine refts on 
“ the following bafis, want and opinion are the two 
<c agents which make all men alt. Caufe the want , 
“ govern opinions , and you will overturn all the 
" exifting fyftems, however well confolidated they 
f< may appear. 

“ They will alfo add, it is impoilible to deny 
** that the oppreflion under which men live is 
** mod frightfully barbarous. It is incumbent on 
“ the lights of philofophy to quicken the minds 
“ of men, and to fpread the alarm againft oppref- 
“ fors. That once done, it will need only to wait 
“ the favorable moment when all minds will be 
“ dilpofed to embrace the new fyftems, which 
«* mull; be preached throughout all Europe at the 
“ fame time. If any opponents obftruft the way, 
“ let them be gained by cenviltion or by want. If 
« they perfift in their oppofxtion, treat them like 
*' Jews, and refufe them every where the rights 
" of Citizens.” 

A very curious article in their code, and which 
fhould not be overlooked (as being probably fug- 
gefted by the little fuccefs they obtained at the 
F fj outfet). 
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outfet), is that which inftru&s the brethren not 
to try their plan until they are certain of haring 
created want. It alfo fays, that it would be better 
to defer the fcheme for fifty years than foil in it 
through too much precipitation. 

« The Propaganda found much difficulty in 
** gaining footing in Holland ; and it only fuc- 
w ceeded at laft by perfoading the people there 
ct that they muft be led away by the general tor- 
« rent.— At prefent it draws large fums of money 
“ from all thofe provinces for the general fond 
Such is the account given by Mr. Girtanner as 
early as the month of February 1791. A letter, 
dated Paris, September 1, 1792, confirms them 
all, laying, “ You may reft allured, that all that 
“ I wrote to you concerning the Propaganda is 
** pcrfeflly exatt. At moll there are but a few 
< c flight errors in the figures, as in the round num- 
bers, which muft be taken as aproximations. 
«f The Propaganda is at prtfent in full aS'mity. You 

“ WILL SOON PERCEIVE ITS EFFECTS.” 

At the very period when Mr. Girtanner was writ-* 
ing this, it is eafy to perceive to what extent they 
flattered themfelves With fbccels. The orator of 
the club eftablilhed at Bruxelles under the name of 
the friends of the people had already ex- 
claimed : 

* See Girtanner, Vol. IIL in Genqan, from page 470 tq 
474 - 

“ Every 
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, « Every where fetters are forged for the peo- 
** pie ; but PhUofophy and Reafon lhall have their 
** turn j and the day lhall come when the Supreme „ 

" and Sovereign Lord of the Ottoman Empire 
“ lhall lie down to reft a Defpot, and find himfelf 
« on waking a fimple Citizen 

As 

• Ibid.* ™— I t is worthy the attention of every Engliftiman, 
that the work on the Rights of Man, which appeared under 
the n^me of Thomas Paine, was publiihed as early as the year 
1791 ; , that it was profufely fpread all over Great Britain and 
Ireland (in the latter of which places it may be faid to have 
been the forerunner of the unhappy broils we have fince wit- 
nefled), and it was fold (as 1 am credibly informed) as low as ^ 
for 3d. or 4d. to the Irifh Peafantry. We fhould fwell this note 
to a volume were we to enumerate the miferable or rather the 
abominable penny publications that prove the almoit licentious 
liberty of the prefs., and that have been and continue to be 
fold of late. Even Newfpapers have taken up the talk. The 
GAZETEEaat this moment comes to hand (Saturday the 1 6th 
September 1797), in the third page and fourth column, &c. 
of which) I read in large letters, “ We live in an age preg- . 

nant with the feeds of deftrudlion to on e clafs of men, and with 
“ the means of triumph to another. The energies of men are 
44 all a&uated, they are embattled againft Error and Su~ 

“ perdition , along with its hi dequs train of Mitres , Did - 
49 dents, and Sceptres is desti n e,d to vanish, overwhelm- 
44 ed and exploded by the intrepid reafonings of all good, 

49 virtuous, independent friends.” The writer then talks of 
Scourges of Indudry and of friends of man ; but, alluding to the 
French Revolution of the 4th of September, he continues ; 

Thefc 44 events will be found to be highly conducive to the 
44 promotion and ihc final fuccefs of tbofe f hemes which have 

F f 4 “ teen 
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As a corroborative proof, let the reader recall 
to his mind what I faid concerning that adept who 
was for a long time an unheeding Mafon ; was only 
initiated in the laft myfteries when, on his recep- 
tion to the degree of Kadojcb , he was judged a 
proper perfon to be admitted into the Propaganda; 
and who had it left to his choice to go to London, 
Bruxelles, or even to Conftantinople, and, pro- 

been conceived and arranged in the retreats j 'acred to Philo/of by , 
44 and to the defeription we thus allude to. The project 
** is the emancipation of a world” 

In the next column we find, that mankind are not only in- 
debted to them (the French Government) for Liberty ; but 
“ they owe it to them, that the horrible reign of Prieft-craft 
€t and Monarchic Institutions have not been reltored 
“ in one country and eftablifhed for centuries in every quarter 
44 of the globe. To them we owe the* renewed guarantees of 
“ ultimate vidoey in the flruggle to Pull down anp de- 
44 STROY Th RONES. To themEN GLIS HM£ N CAN ONLY 
* look with confidence for a redrefi f tbofe grievances 
4 4 which have been generated in the LAP OF Mo- 
** n archy, and nourifhed and faltered from the cradle, to 
44 a ftate of manhood by wicked Minifters, and the Jycophant 
44 eulogifts of a WORTHLESS Court. From them , Europe 
44 is yet def ined to receive the palm of Liberty, See. &c. 
44 Glorious events! and glorious times, in which men live 
44 only to witnefs the downfal of fome pretender at (probably mif- 
“ printed for as) the prelude to t^e overthrow op some 
44 Throne.” — Such are the doctrines forced upon that part 
of tlie public who fupport this Paper. They need no com- 
ment, but are fuch as fhould roufe the attention of every 
Englilhman to oppofe them. T. 

vided 



Digitized by 


Google 



AMTIMOM ARCHICAL CONSPIRACY. 


45 * 


vided he would but propagate the principles of 
the French Revolution, was certain of repairing 
from the fund of the brotherhood the lofs that his 
fortune had fuftained. 

It is thus that many new degrees had been added ' 
to Maionry, and even a new fociety, which the 
rcftlefs enthufiafm of the Sophifters of Impiety 
had invented to lpread the ancient fyftems of dif- 
organizing Liberty and Equality, and to enfure 
their triumph. It was to the Propaganda that they 
were indebted for the immenle number of their 
adepts j or rather, in rendering impiety fo com- 
mon, the fpirit of Philofophifm had gained lb 
much ground, that it was fcarcely neceffary to be 
initiated into the Occult myfteries to be a complete 
confpirator. 

At that time few novices were to be found either 
in the Grand Lodges of the Orient or of the Con- 
trat Social. The Revolution was fo openly carried 
on there, that the Court could not be ignorant of 
it. Among the number, it was impoffible that 
iome fhould not look upon the Revolution as a 
mod dreadful fcourge, and in reality feveral were 
of this opinion. With certainty I may number 
among thefe latter the French Nobleman who re- 
ceived the letter mentioned before, from Alfonle 
Le Roi. 


Being 
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Thf 

Court 
and 
Lewis 
XVI. in- 
formed of 
the Con- 
fpiracy, 
but to no 
purpofe. 


Being queftioned, whether he had not oWerved 
fomething among the Mafons tending towards the 
French Revolution, he made the following reply : 
“ I have been the orator in many Lodges, and 
" had got to a pretty high degree. As yet, how- 
“ ever, I had oblerved nothing which in my opi- 
“ nion could threaten the ftate. 1 had not at- 
“ tended for a long time, when in 1786 I was 
*« met in Paris by one of the brethren, who re- 
«* proached me for having abandoned the aflb- 
'* ciation he preffed me to return, and parti cu- 
*' larly to attend a meeting which he told me 
<f would be very interefting. I agreed to attend 
** on the day mentioned, and was extremely well 
“ received. I heard things which I cannot tell 
«* you ; but they were of fuch a nature, that, full 
“ of indignation, I went immediately to the Mi- 
“ nifter. I laid to him. Sir , I am net entitled to 
“ qnejlion you j I am aware of the importance and 
“ of the conftquences which may refult from my in - 
“ trujton •, but were I to be fent to the Baftille , I 
“ muji afk you ( becaufe I believe the fafety of the 
“ King and of the State is at flake ), whether the 
« Freemafons are watched , and whether you are ac - 
« quaint ed with what is contriving in their Lodges ? 

The Minifter turned upon his heel, and an- 
“ fwered. Make yourfelf eafy , Sir, you Jball not go 
to the Baft ilk, nor will the Freemafons trouble the 
State” 

This 
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This Mmifter was not a man who could bo 
fufpcttcd of having in any degree tampered in the 
Revolution ) but he moft certainly thought it 
chimerical even to furmife a plan of overthrowing 
monarchy, and concluded, like the Comte de 
Vtr Rennes, that, while he hod the control of an 
Army of two hundred thouiand tpen, a revolution 
was little to be feared. 

Lewis XVI. was himfelf warned of the dangers 
which threatened his throne, but continued in 
that fecurity which only ceafed to delude him on 
his return from Varenncs, when he faid to a 
perfbn in whom he confided, JVky did I not believe , 
tleven years finee, what I Jo clearly fee to-day l for I 
< bad been warned of it fo long ago as that. 

If any one was entitled to difbelievc plots 
Jbrmed againft his perfon or his throne, it was 
certainly the unfortunate Lewis XVI. Seeking 
only the happinefs of his fubjefts in all the fin- 
cerity of his heart, never having committed a 
fingle adt of irtjuftice, perpetually facrificing his 
own intereft to that of his people, and ambitious 
of nothing fb much as of the love of that fame 
people, how was it poflitjle for him to conceive 
that the confpirators could fucceed in reprefenting 
him as a tyrant ? Lewis XVI. had not one of 
thofe vices which draw down hatred on the 
Monarch’s head. Publicly proclaimed the jufteft 
of Princes, and the moft honeft man of his em- 
pire, he was unfortunately the wcakeft qf Kings — 

But 
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But if ever Minifters prepared a Revolution} it 
was certainly thofe in whom he placed his con- 
fidence. He began by entrufting himfelf to Mr. 
De Maurepas , whofe ina&ive and carelels difpo- 
fidon, dreading nothing fo much as violent ihocks 
or tempeftuous broils, quietly permitted all thofe 
to gather which were only to burft forth when he 
was gone. The Sophifter ‘Turgot appeared but for 
1 a moment, as it were to make an elfay of thofe 
fyftems which filently fapped . the throne. The 
fordid ceconomy of Mr. de St. Germain only ferved 
to deprive the Monarch of his braveft fupporters. 
The quack Necker Ihowed no talent but that of 
ruining the public treafury with his loans, and of 
accufing Mr. de Calonne's profufion of the fa£t. 
Under Mr. de Vergennes, falfe policy fomented ex- 
ternal Revolutions, but to infofe the lpirit for, and 
prepare interior ones. Greedy courtiers difguft 
the Monarch with their intrigues, alienate the peo- 
ple by their fcandals, corrupt them by their im- 
piety, and irritate diem by their luxury. The 
affembly of the Notables convene with the ap- 
parent intention only of repairing great errors, at 
the foie expence of the Nobility and Clergy ; and 
nothing guaranteed that great (acrifices would not 
prove a great fource for new dilapidations. New 
di (Tendons threatened to break out between the 
King and the High Courts of Judicature, when 
Bi ienne was on the eve of making his appearance 

tQ 
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to complete the ruin by turning on the Monarch 
all that contempt and hatred which fbould juftly 
have been heaped upon himfelf. Not a fingle mi- 
nifter attempted to brook the torrent of Rebellion 
and Impiety ; not one reflected on the inefficacy 
of the laws for a people who hated their chiefs, 
and had loft all tie of religion. The Sophifters of 
Holbach’s club, thofe of Mafonry, and all the 
male-contents of all clafles, whether noble or ple- 
beian, had but little to do to create the defire of 
a Revolution ; and that was the period which our 
confpirators waited for to confummate their plots j 
that was what the Propagandas called creating 
want. Every thing denoted that the time was 
come, and they applied themfelves to mufter up 
their forces for the completion of the cataftrophe. 

In the year 1787, about the fame time that Friends 
Mr. de Calonne, anxious to retrieve the finances 
from the diforder into which Nccker had thrown 
them, was convening the Notables, a fecret aflo- 
ciation, fuppoftd of new invention, eftablifhed ifc- 
felf at the Hotel de LufJan in the ftreet Croix des 
Petits Champs, under the name of Amis des Noirs 
(Friends of the Blacks). There was nothing new 
in this afiociation but the name. All feftaries of 
Liberty, whether ancient or modern, every clafs 
of Sophifters, and all the Revolutionary Mafons, 
had adopted this appellation only the better to 
conceal the grand objed of their Confpiracy under 

the 
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(he fpecknte pretext of humanity. While occu- 
pying aH Europe with the queftjon they had pro* 
pofed, on the flavery of the Negroes in Ame- 
rica, they never loft fight of that Revolution which 
they had fo long meditated, and which was to li- 
berate all Europe from the pretended flavery of 
' die laws and of fuppofed tyrants. Their Lodges 
might become fufpicious by their daky meetings, 
and they wifhed not to lofe fight for a Angle hour 
of the grand objeft of their plots. The adepts did 
not agree as to the method of the Revolution, or 
as to the laws to be fubftituted to thole of the 
Monarchy. All however were unanimous on 
Equality and Liberty , the grand lecret of their 
myfteries. They alfo agreed, that both liberty 
and Equality were at an end, wherever the people 
were not fovereign, and did not make their own 
laws, wherever they could not revoke and change 
them at pleafure, and particularly where the peo- 
ple were fubje&ed to a. Monarch or Magiftraei 
who governed in their own right, or who were not 
the agents and the executors of their wiH, and 
fubjett to be recalled whenever k might pleafc 
the people. But among the adepts were many 
Sophifters who fhaped out Liberty and Equality 
according to their own interefts, their dilpofidons, 
their rank and their fortunes. They were in fome 
fort the Ariftocratic Jacobins. The adept Counts, 
Marquiffes, Dukes, Knights, and wealthy Citi- 
zens, 
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sens, aU thefe were perfectly of opinion, that they 
were to lofe nothing of their rank or fortune m . 
this new fyftem of Equality, but that, on the con* 
trary, they were to (hare among them all the 
rights, authority, and influence which they were 
to wreft from their unfortunate Monarch. In a 
word, they wifhed for fuch a King as the firft 
Jacobin Legiflators dreamt of, a King whom 
they could domineer over, and who had no autho- 
rity over them. Others wifbed for an Equality of 
■Liberty in the grandees or wealthy, counterpoifed 
by an Equality of Liberty in the plebeians, and 
concentrating in a common chief the King. This 
was the Equality of the Monarcbiftt , who thought 
themfelves guiltlefs rebels becaufe they were not 
fufficiently powerful to dirftt the courfe of the re- 
bellion. As for the laft clafs, they wifhed neither 
for a conflitutional nor any other King. With 
them every King was a Tyrant, and every tyrant 
was to be overthrown ; all Ariffocracy was to be 
exploded; all titles, rank, or power was to be 
levelled ; and this laft clafs alone was initiated in 
the profound fecrcts of the Revolution. They 
conceived that they Could only proceed by de- 
grees ; that it was neceffary to unite in order to 
compafs the overthrow of the exifting order of 
things; and, that accomplifbed, to wak the fa- 
vourable moment for accompli thing their ultimate 
defigns. 
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It was in this view that BrifTot, Condorcet, and 
Syeyes propofcd to form a general union of all the 
adepts, whatever might be their Revolutionary 
Syftetns, under the title of Friends of the Blacks, 
it was even agreed, that every man who had any 
ferious caufe of complaint againlt the court lhould 
be invited to join them. This was the reaion why 
they invited the Marquis de Beaufoil de St. ybdmre , 
whom they fuppoied to be imbued with their 
principles through defire of revenge. But they 
were grofily miftaken. The Marquis had great 
reaion to complain of the Miniftry } but no one 
could better diftinguilh the caule of the Monarch 
from the injultice of his Minifters. 

This however proved a fortunate error for 
hiftory. What I am aBout to prefent to the reader 
concerning this aifociation is made public by per- 
miffion of Mr. de Beaupoil. He was kind (and I 
will lay patriotic) enough to favor me with an ac- 
count of what he had been eye-witnefs to in that 
fecret fociety j and in vain would the hiftorian 
feek a better authority. 

Confonant to the wilhes of its projectors, the 
afiociation of the Friends of the Blacks was com- 
poled of all the adepts who had imbibed the prinr 
ciples of modern Philofophifm, and they were ge- 
nerally initiated in the myfteries of Freemafonry. 
In the multitude of brethren were many thoufands 
. of dupes, all ardent for, all ready to lecond the 

Revo- 
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Revolution, and all promoting it with their ut- 
moft exertions. Each member fubfcribed two 
guineas, and was entitled to attend the delibera- 
tions. That the plans might be better digefted, a 
Regulating committee was formed of the following 
perfons, viz. Condorcet, Mirabeau the elder, 

Syeyes, Briffot, Carra, , the Due de la Rochefou- 
cault, Clavicres, Pelletier de St. Fargeau, Valadi, 

La Fayette, and fome others. 

Had I not even mentioned the French Revo- Confpi- 
lution, this lift of its prime movers muft naturally .^the"* 
make it occur. And what could be the objeft of namejjf 
fuch a fociety, which begins by giving itfelf a re- „f the 
gulating committee compofed precifely of all thofe 
men who, in the courfe of the revolution, have 
Ihewn themfelves its greateft abettors ? A Con- 
dorcet, who would have fmiled at the conflagra- 
tion of the univerfe, provided neither Prieft nor 
King could fpring from its afhes * ! A Mirabeau, 
who to the impiety, the ambition, and all the other 
crimes of a Catiline, had nothing of his own to 
add but cowardice, and ftill retained all the daring 
profligacy of his patron |. 

When the liiftorian fhall depict a Syeyes, let 
him begin with the vifage of a fnake ; for it is 

i 

• He murdered himfelf. T. 

f Died in great agonies of pain, 3d April 1791, fuppofed 
to have beenpoifoned by the Jacobins. T. 

Vol.II. Gg folely 
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foldy to the art of hiding his venom that that abo- 
minable chara&er is indebted for his reputation of 
a profound genius. Like Mirabeau, he had long 
fludied the Revolutionary arts ; he left to the lat- 
ter the more ftriking features of crime, rclerving 
to himfelf thole luxuries of obfcure criminals, who 
point out to the ruffians the crimes to be com- 
mitted, and then fculk behind their blood-thirily 
cohorts *. 

With all the delire of operating a Philolophical 
Revolution, and of conducing it with profound 
policy, BrilTot only dared appear on the fecond 
rank : But he had already formed the plan of his 
Republic, and his Philofophifm only lhrunk from 
the horrors of the Revolution, when the axe, with 
which he had himfelf affailed the throne, was luf- 
pended over his own head f. 

Claviere, a greedy and frigid ftock-jofaber, 
comes from Necker’s own country to fell to the 
Parifians the Revolutionary arts which he had 
pra&ifed there. Moderate in his expreffions, even 
when he infinuated the moft treacherous and fero- 
cious means, he feemed to have fecretly watched 
Syeyes to learn the art of forming difciples J. 


• Still cxifts, 20th September, 1797. T. 
f Was guillotined 3iftofO&ober 1793. T. 

X Murdered himfelf the ift of December 1793. T. 


After 
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After having killed the gallows, Carra appears 
to revenge himlelf on thofe laws which had not 
punilhed him for his thefts, and he feems to enjoy 
the liberty to which he is reftored only to blaf- 
pheme like a demoniac both God and King *. 

He that is ignorant of the effect of flattery on a 
weak mind, will be furprifed to fee the name of 
Rochefoucault among beings of this fpecies. Con- 
dorcet wanted a tool j as long as he could direct 
this unfortunate Duke he led him every where, to 
the Lodges, to the Clubs, to the National Afifem- 
bly ; he even perfuaded him that he was leading 
him through the paths of virtue and honour f. 

As to La Fayette, on his white horfe at the 
head of the Revolutionary bands, he thought him- 
felf the favorite child of Mars ; fcated near the 
Sophifters, he believed himfelf a Philofopher * 
and, the Hero of the Fifh-marker, he affe&s to 
rival Wafhington. Happy for him if his misfor- 
tunes have infpired him with a due fenfe of fhamc 
and forrow for having been fo long a time the 
/puppet of the Sophifters and incendiary fire- 
brands. 

4 Guillotined the 31ft erf Oftober 1793. T. 

f When he could lead him bo longer he Tent aflaffins to 
murder the Duke, who was torn to pieces by the mob, Sep- 
tember 2 , 1792. T. 
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Laftly, the Advocate Bergaffe was called to this 
regulating committee. This man had neither the 
folly of La Fayette nor the wickedncfs of Condor- 
cet, but he believed in Revolutionary Liberty and 
Equality as he did in the Somnambules, who had 
perfuaded him that he was their Mdfiah. He even 
expefted to aft the part. When, in the firft days 
of that Aficmbly which was called National, he 
was entrufted with the care of framing the code of 
Liberty and Equality, he was quite furprized to find 
himfclf coupled with Mounier and leveral other co- 
deputies. He meant alone to reftore the people 
to Liberty and Equality, and to triumph over 
Defpotifm. It was not the fuperiority of talents 
nor his high repute for honefty that acquired him 
his feat in this committee, but the wild enthufiafm 
of his ideas and his thirft after a new order of 
things. Happily for him, what made him quit 
the new Lcgiflators, made him alfo abandon the 
Confpirators. His leceflion only left Condorcer, 
Syeyes, Mirabeau, and the other rebels, more at 
liberty to aft. 

When the Marquis de Beaupoil was invited to 
inferibe his name on the lift of this- aftbeiation, he 
candidly believed that its objeft was the conlider- 
ation of thofe queftions, lb worthy a generous 
foul, on the means to be propofed to the King of 
alleviating or perhaps abolilhing the flavery of the 
Negroes. He did not however remain long in 

his 
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his error. The eftablilhment of Liberty and 
Equality, and the compiling of the Rights of Man, 
were the leading features of all their deliberations, 
and conlequences of the molt alarming nature to 
Sovereigns were drawn and debated without the 
leaf! hefitation. 

“ Notwichftanding my profefled averfion for Obje&of 
“ fuch opinions,” fays the Marquis, “ I had the commit- 
“ conftancy to attend the meetings of the regu- we. 

“ lating committee till I was perfectly mafter of 
“ their plans. I remarked that all the members 
f* of the affociation were alfo members of the Ma- 
** fonic Lodges, and particularly of that fociety 
“ adtuated by the fame principles called Pbilan- 
« tropes. 1 alfo obferved that there already exift- 
«* ed a clofe correfpondence with the other afib- 
** ciations of the fame fort both in Europe and 
'** America, and the general talk was on the cer- 
“ tainty of a Revolution which was nigh at hand. 

“ Thole brethren who did not belong to the com- 
“ mittee came to bring their money, and repeat 
** their, mod ardent willies for the fuccefs of its 
«* arduous undertakings. They then mixed in the 
<« different Lodges and Clubs, which in fa£t pro- 
“ fefled the fame principles, and the regulating 

committee primed over thefe various Clubs, 

“ only becaufe it was compofed of the moft wicked 
* l members from each. 

G g 3 Their 
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« Their grand objed known, I might have 
«« pryed into their moft fecret myfterics ; but I 
« difdained diffimulation; and had I remained 
« longer in this haunt of Confpirators I moft have 
« adopted it. Full of indignation, I declaimed 
«« vehemently againft their plots j I required that 
« m y name Ihould be erazed from the lift; I 
« blotted it out myfelf, and left their den for 
“ ever. 

« I ought certainly to have haftened to inform 
« Government of the dodrines and plans of this 
« Affociation * but to denounce a fpciety which 
« had admitted me to its myfterics, bears a free 
« of perfidy which I (hould have rejeded had it 
«« occurred. I confined myfelf therefore to print* 
«« ing a fort of antidote under the title of Unity tf 
“ the Monarchical power. Some time after thar, 
«« I printed a work called Of the Republic and of the 
" Monarchy , with a view to warn the King, and 
« the nation at large, of the confequences pending 
« on the Revolution. This was more than ne- 
« ceflary to expofe me to all the vengeance of 
" the Confpirators. I was acquainted that the 
« very day after my erazure, the whole fitting was 
« fpent in fuggefting means of puniihing what 
« they called my treachery i many violent opi- 

• This is a moft awful example of the fatal confcquence* 
of oaths of fecreey. T. 

" nions 
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** nions were broached ; but Mirabeau only voted 
« for calumny and other means of reprefenting me 
«* as a dangerous man, and one to whom no credit 
«« was due., Carra and Gorfas were entrufted with 
« the commiflion, and it as from their pens that 
** flowed the moft violent declamations againft 
** me ; and when the proferiptions began my 
« name was to be found. foremoft upon the lift.” 

If the candour and loyalty of the Marquis hin- 
dered him from flaying any longer among thefe 
Confpirators, his account at leaft demonftrates 
that he had remained long enough to remove all 
doubt as to the grand objeft of their myfteries. I 
really believe myfelf entitled to announce to the 
public, that a day will come when even all the 
moft fecret deliberations of this den of Confpirators 
will be made public. 

When the Revolution rendered it unneceflary 
for the prime agents to wear the mafk any longer, 
the name of Friends of the Blacks was thrown afide 
and the affociation appeared^ to be diflolved. The 
regulating committee remained, and only enveloped 
itfelf in greater darknefs the more lurely to direct 
all the Parifian Clubs, the Sections, the Revolu- 
tionary Societies, and even the Jacobins themfelves. 
Jf Gobct*, the too famous intruded Archbiihop of 

Paris, 

• I may now declare it, fmee this unhappy Gobet has fallen 
a victim to l^is vain terrors and mean apoftafy* It was he 

G g 4 whom 
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Paris, was not a member of this committee he 
knew their plans r he mult even have been prelent 
at their meetings more than once. He would not 
otherwile have fpoken fo emphatically of what was 
contriving there at the time this unhappy apoftate 
rcquefted fomc fecret conferences with me, concern- 
ing his reconciliation with the church. 1 am at pre- 
fent perfectly perfuaded, that it was the fear of the 
regulating committee which hindered him from 
keeping his word, and in fome fort atoning for the 
horrible fcandal he had given. It is true, that he 
never fpoke to me of the committee but in gene- 
ral terms, yet it was always with lb much terror 
that I could eafily furmilc the atrocity of their 
plans: “ No,” faid he, “ no, you cannot con- 
** ceivc you could not give credit to the lengths 


whom I would not name when fpeaking (in my Hifiuj of tb* 
French Clergy during the Revolution) of the Conftitutional 
Bifhops that wifticd to retradl. Gobct was at their head. He 
rcquefted feveral conferences with me, and we had three, 
which lafted two hours each. Every thing was prepared. 
Rome had anfwered with all the tendemefs imaginable to 
Gobet’s promifes. His retractation was comprifed in fix letters, 
which were already written and directed to the Pope, the 
King, the Archbifhops, the Clergy, the Department, find the 
Municipality of Paris. But the unfortunate man wifhed firft 
to quit France, to be out of the reach of the Jacobins. The 
report of his departure was whifpered about, he was frighten- 
ed, he remained, and Robefpierre ordered him to be guillo- 
tined on the 9th of April 1794. 

c * they 
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“ they mean to go, what plans, what means they 
“ have in agitation. You have ften nothing as 
“ yet.” We were, neverthelefs, in April of the 
third year of the Revolution, and I had witnefled 
many horrid fcenes. 

Long before this period I was acquainted with 
an adepr, a great Mafon and Deift, but an enemy 
to carnage and plunder. He wifhed for a Pbilofo- 
pbical Revolution conducted with more order and 
lefs violence, and was a member of the regulating 
committee. I lhall never forget what he told me 
one day, when Ipcaking of the committee in near- 
ly the fame terms as- Gobet had done. I could 
have foretold all that has lince been done again!! 
the Nobility, the Clergy, and the King. " I go 
“ there,” faid he, " but with horror, and to op- 
“ pole their frightful projefts. Hereafter lhall be 
“ known all that is carried on there, and how 
“ thofe favage minds add to the horrors of the 
“ Revolution. It lhall be known, but after my 
“ death. I am too wife to publilh it during my 
“ life. I know too well what they are ” 

I will not attempt to fupply from my imagina- 
tion what might be lurmifed from fuch a Ipeech, 
refpe&ing a committee entirely compofed of the 
moft inveterate enemies of the altar and of the 
throne which Mafonry or the Sophifters could 
produce. But I will lay before my readers what 
I have learned from various adepts concerning th^t 

, part 
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commit- 
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part of the Confpiracy to which this volume has 
naturally led us. 

Of all the means adopted by the regulating com- 
mittee, that which contributed the moll to form 
the immenfe multitude of armed men which they 
wanted, was their correfpondence with the Ma Io- 
nic Lodges difperfed at that time all over France 
in great numbers. In Paris alone there were one 
hundred and fifty, and as many in proportion, if not 
more, in the other towns and even in the villages. 

Deliberations taken at the regulating committee were 
tranfmitted to the central committee of the Grand 
Orient ; thence they were fent to the Venerablei 
or Mailers of the different Lodges in die provinces. 
The very year in which this .regulating com- 
mittee was eftablilhed a great many of the Vene- 
rables received inftru&ions accompanied by the 
following letter : As foon as you lhall receive 
** the encloled packet you will acknowledge the 

receipt of it. You will lubjoin the oath of 
?* punctually and faithfully executing all orders 
** which you lhall receive in the fame form, with- 
?* out making any inquiry whence they come or 
f* by whom they lhall be lent. If you refule this 
v oath, or if you are not true to it, you will be 
v looked upon as having violated the oath * which 

« you 

• This is another example of the fetal confeguence* of 
binding onefelf by oaths of the tendency of which we are ig- 
norant. 
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fi you took at your initiation. Remember the 
«« JEqua Topbana (the molt fubtle of poifons). 
“ Remember the poniards that will ftart from their 
f‘ Jbeaths to pierce the heart of a traitor.” 

Such nearly were the contents of a letter re-* 
ceived by a man formerly a molt zealous Mafon, 
and of whom I learned that fimilar orders had been 
lent to the other Matters of Lodges. For nearly 
thefe two years paft I have been in pottefiion of a 
memorial which names feveral of the Venerables 
who received thefe inftrudtions and faithfully com- 
plied with them. Such was the conduct of La 
Cofte, a Phyfician of Montignac-le-Comtc, in 
Perigord, originally the founder of the Lodge in 
that town, a Deputy at the fecond Affembly, and 
finally voting the King’s death in the third. I can 
alfo name the Attorney Gairaux, who did not 
Ihow lefs zeal for the Revolution. He was not the 
Matter of the Lodge when thefe' firft inftrudtions 
were fent. The packet was deliyered to the Chev. 

no rant. It may alfo ferve to explain tlie queftion before no- 
ticed in page 284, as being pat at the initiation of the Fel- 
low-craft to the degree of Mafter : Brotbtr, are you difpofed to 
execute all the brders of the Grand Mafter, though you mere to rt- 
eeive contrary orders from a King, an Emperor, or asty other So- 
vtreign whatever f — The danger of fuch oaths will receive a 
ftill ftronger dentonflration in the Third Part of this Work, 
when we come to treat of the dark and iniquitous Cabals and 
peoacing Confpiracies of the llluminet. T. 

de 
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dc la Calprade, at that time intruded with the ham- 
mer at the Lodge at Sarlat ; but, furmifing to 
what lengths the ft firft letters might lead him, he 
very providently refigned his place to Gairaux*. 

I am thus minute in my accounts, becaufe it is 
eflential that hiftory be informed how to deep a 
plot was carried on, and how thole millions of 
armed men appeared to lecond it at the fame in- 
ftant in every part of France. 

Left their numbers Ihould not be fuficiently 
great, the regulating Committee relolvcd on ad- 
mitting a clafs of men, which had long lince been 
excluded, to the leffcr myfteries of Mafonry. It 
was that of the day labourers, and all the lower 
dalles of mechanics, even vagabonds and ruffians. 
—With thefe men Liberty and Equality needed no 
farther explanation. It was eafy for the adepts to 
infule the revolutionary enthuliafm into them by 
the power of thefe words alone. 

• I was in poffeffion of another memorial which I am 
forry to fay has been miflaid. It was the account of a gentle- 
man, who, having refufed to continue the correfpondence with 
the Mafonic Central Committee, was punilhed for it by him 
to whom he delivered it over. At the firft dawn of the Re- 
volution he was thrown into prifon as an Ariftocrate. Orders 
were fent for his delivery. The mailer, now become a Muni- 
cipal Officer, changed the order for that of letting him walk 
upon a very high terrace. At the fame time orders were 
given to the fentry to throw him off it, and thefe latter orders 
were executed. He did not die however of the fall, and I 
believe h e is at prefent living in Spain. 

The 
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The Mafons of a higher rank in Paris did not 
like to fraternize with fuch brethren. It was ne- 
ceffary to call feme from the Provinces, and in 
a fhort time the fuburbs of St. Antoine and St. 
Marceau were entirely Mafonized. 

Many years before the formation of this Regu- Strength 

lating Committee, the well-informed adepts would bers of 

write that the number of Freemafons was incompa- the Free- 

mafons, 

rably greater in France than in England j that the 
hair-dreflers and valets, and every fort of profelfion 
flocked to the Lodges *. It will not be an exagge- 
ration therefore to calculate the number of Free- 
mafons at fix hundred thoufand ; and at that period 
it could not be fuppofed that the generality of this 
immenfe number were averfe to the plans of the 
Occult Lodges. Impiety and the declamations 
of the Sophifters fupplied the laft myfteries. The 
greateft novices were enthufiaftically wedded to 
the ideas of Liberty and Equality. Let a hun- 
dred thoufand of the brethren be fubtrafled as 
untainted with thefe principles, it will be the mod 
the hiftorian can do in favour of our youth who 
remained .faithful to the fpirit of their forefathers. 

Thus the Regulating Club could rely upon the fup- 
port of five hundred thoufand brethren, at that 
time fpread all over France, all zealous for the 

• Uber die Alien and Newen Myfterien bey Frederich 
Maurer, 178*. 

Revolution, 
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Revolution, all ready to rife at the firft fignal and 
to impart the (hock to all other dafies of the peo- 
ple. The Sophifters already boafted that it was 
not fiich an eafy thing to triumph over three mil- 
lions of men. 

This was the plan adopted by the Committee to 
organize the Revolutionary bands. The Sophif- 
ters had cleared the way by perverting the public 
opinion. The hiding places and dens of a fed, 
the fwom enemies to Chriftianity and Sovereigns, 
had opened and expanded themfelves. The adepts 
of Occult Mafonry had multiplied ; their ancient 
tenets of Impiety and Rebellion had identified 
them in the new Lodges with that of modern Phi- 
lofophifm. Opinion had gained the heart ; but 
plots, cunning, and fecret artifice, had muttered 
up the forces. Had Necker, Briennes, the Deficit 
or the Notables never been mentioned in France* 
had Lewis XIV. been upon the throne when the 
Regulating Committee and the Central Club of Ma- 
fonry (hould have compleated the organization of 
their (kulking adherents, Lewis XIV. himfelf 
would not have flopped the Revolution. It would 
have found chiefs. Public opinion would have 
named them, and the banners of truth would have 
been deferted. At the found of Liberty and Equa- 
lity he would have feen his legions difband, and 
rally under the ftandard of revolt. Had Lewis 
XVI. refufed to convoke the States General, the 

Rcgu- 
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Regulating Committee would have convened them; 
five hundred thoufand adepts under arms would 
have fupported the convocation, and the people 
would have flocked to the elections. 

Such was the progrefs of this twofold Confpi- 
racy at the time of the convocation of the States 
General. The fkulking Sophiftcrs of Mafonry 
and the barefaced Sophifters of Holbach’s Club 
perceived that it would be neceflary to choofe a 
chief who might be made the ftalking-horfe, and 
give them a fan&ion by his name. He was to be 
powerful, that he might forward the crimes which 
they had planned ; he was to be cruel, left he 
lhould flinch at the fight of the numerous vi&ims 
that were to be facrificed to their horrid plots.— 
He needed not the talents, but the vices of a Crom- 
well. The conlpirators foon caft their eyes on 
Philip D’Orleans, the pupil of fome evil Genius. 

D’Orleans, for his part, was confpiring as well 
as the combined Sophifters. More wicked than 
ambitious, he afpircd at the Throne; but, like the 
evil genius, he delighted in ruin and devaftation, 
even though he ftiould not thereby exalt himfelf; 
Philip had fworn to feat himfelf on the Throne, 
or to overturn it though he were to be crulhed 
under the ruins. For a long time had this un- 
paralleled monfter been callous to honor or re- 
morfe; a brazen front repelled the lhafts of con- 
tempt or of difdain, nor was he to be alFe&ed by 

the 
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the hatred of man or of heaven. A youth* fpent 
in debauchery had deadened every honorable fen- 
timent of his heart, and by the blacked deeds he 
fought to enfure his expectations of fortune. At 
an age when the love of riches is fcarcely known, 
public report accufed him of having enticed the 
young Prince of Lamballe into debauchery merely 
to fecure to himfclf the immenfe fortune of this 
young Prince, who fell a victim to his cunning, 
while in quell of pleafure. Nor is there an aCtion 
of his life which could render at all improbable 
fuch atrocious perfidy. Time only more and more 
developed a heart capable of fuch deGgns ; he was 
cowardly and revengeful; ambitious and cring- 
ing ; prodigal and avaricious. Proud of his name 
and the rank of Prince, he was the humble fervant 
of the vileft populace ; choleric and impetuous be- 
fore his friends, cool and diflembling before thole 
whom he wilhed to ruin, callous to all good 
actions if he law no direCt means of diverring them 
to evil purpofes, and never meditating fuch dark 
and hideous plots - as when he afiiimed the cha- 
racter of fenfibility and benevolence. Little capa- 
ble (from cowardice) of daring crimes, he was 
wicked enough to dedicate his riches to the com- 
pletion of them. His heart, in a word, was the com- 
mon fewer of every baleful paflion, and of every 
vice. He needed but the opportunity to difeover 
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bis bias to evil ; and fuch- was the chief with which 
Lucifer prefented the Confpirators. 

During the contentions which fubfifted between 
the Court and the Parliaments Philip had leagued 
with fcveral of thole Magiftrates who were more 
worthy of being feated in the Regulating Club of 
the Confpirators than in the firft Tribunal of the 
kingdom. He was much more employed as their tool 
to infult the Royal Majefty in the very fan&uary 
of the laws, than as a leader againft the encroach- 
ments of Briennes *. 

Lewis XVI. for the firft time fhowed his' re- 
' fentment, and Philip was exiled to Villers-Coterets. 
This was the fpark, that fired D’Orleans’s heart 
with vengeance. He already hated Lewis XVI, 
becaufe he was King j he hated Marie Antionette 
becaufe (he was Queen; he fwore their ruin; he 
fwore it in the tranfports of rage and fury; nor did 
his agitation ceafe but to leave him at liberty to 
meditate the means of vengeance. His firft ftep was 
to call to his councils the greateft villains France 
could produce. That Laclos whofe fable genius 
‘feemed to rife from the Stygian Lakes to guide 
the venemous and tortuous courfe of the blackeft 
crimes. 

Mirabeau and Syeyes flocked thither, nor was 
it difficult for them to point out the great helps to 

• Hiftory of the Cohfpiracy of the Duke of Orleans. 

■Vot. II. H h be. 
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be acquired from the Mafonic Lodges, of which 
he had been chofen the honorary chief. The 
Legions of Hell are bound by the bonds of friend- 
Ihip when evil is their objett, and the grand plan 
was combined during the Ihort period that Philip 
remained in exile. At that time he was initiated 
n the Occult Myftcries, but not as men of his 
enk formerly were j for it is certain that the bre- 
thren had confidered him as fufficiently wicked to 
be admitted to their deepeft myftcries. It is cer- 
tain that the King-killing trial of the Vault in the 
degree of Kadojcb was a voluptuous one for him.— 
In pronouncing thefe words, Haired to all Worftnp , 
Hit red to all Kings, he muft have feen all his hopes 
va r.ifli of feating himfelf on the throne of the un- 
fortunate Lewis XVI. but he breathed vengeance ; 
and, though he were to expend his life and for- 
tune in the purfuk, he would not relent. He re- 
nounces the throne under the penalty of perjury, 
and was overjoyed at having aflociated with men 
who had fworn to deftroy all thrones, provided 
they would firft ftrike that of his own relative and 
King. 

This oath difeovered to him an ocean of crimes, 
but he did not fhrink at their fight j they only 
ferved to ftimulate him to the perpetration of 
them. Briflot declared that he fubferibed to them 
all at that period, but that the Court was too Jlrong 
as yet , and that he only retired to England to gain 

time* 
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time, and to let the Revolution ripen. T he Mar- 
quis de Beaupoil attefts this fadt, in his memorial, 
as having heard Brifibt himfelf declare it. 

The time was not yet come upon which the Re- 
gulating Committees- had decided. They waited 
for the States General ; their artifices, their clubs, 
and a cloud of writers had nearly made the de- 
mand general. The Parliament of Paris called 
for them. France looked up to them as the re- 
generating power j but I have not as yet enume- 
rated all the plots nor all the fedts which clamo- 
roufly called for them to emtomb the Monarchy 
and all its laws. 

In thefe divers plots the Sophifters of the En- 
cyclopaedia, oppofing the rights of Liberty and 
Equality to the Altar,' had thrown themfelves 
headlong into the gulph of hatred to Royalty.— 
The Tenebrous and Occult Lodges of Mafonry, 
the antique myfteries of the adopted Have, had 
received the difciples of Voltaire and Diderot into 
their bofom, but to connedt and more fecretly 
invigorate that hatred of Chrift and of Kings. 
The Sophifters of Impiety and of Rebellion had 
only intermixed their plots with thofe of the 
Lodges, or rather dens, ready to call forth their 
Legions of adepts and firebrands enthufiaftically 
armed to eftablilh their Liberty and Equality 
on the ruins of the Altar and the Throne. The 
frightful Propaganda appeared with its treafures 
H h 2 and 
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and its apoftles. — The Central and die Regulating 
Committees could boaft of their Secret Correjpmdeu- 
cis, their council, and their chief-all the forces 
of Rebellion and of Impiety were organized — 
Rill thofe were not the only fcourges that were to 
defolate France. 

Under the name of Illumines a band of Con- 
spirators had coalefced with the Encyclopedists 
and Mafons, far more dangerous in their tenets, 
more artful in their plots, and more extenfive in 
their plans of devastation. They more filendy pre - 
pared the explofions of the Revolutionary vol- 
cano, not merely fwearing hatred to the Altar of 
Chrift and the Throne of Kings, but fwearing at 
once hatred to every God, to every Law, to every 
Government, to all fociety and fbcial compact ; 
and in order to deftroy every plea and every foun- 
dation of the Social contract, they profcribed the 
terms Mine and Thine, .acknowledging- neither 
Equality nor Liberty but in the entire, abfthtte* 
and univer/al overthrow ef all property whatever. 

That fuch a left could have exifted; that k 
could have acquired power j that it does exift* 
and that it is to this fe& that the moft terrible 
fcourges of the Revolution are to be traced, are 
without doubt among thofe extraordinary pheno- 
mena, of die reality of which the moft incontro- 
vertible proofs alone can convince the reader. 

Such 
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Such will be the object of the third Part of thefe 
Memoirs. 

After having fucceffively developed the Confpi- 
racy of the Sopbifters of Impiety, that of the Sopbif- 
ters of Rebellion, and that of the Sopbifters of Anar- 
chy, it will be eafy for us to apply the different 
difaftrous confequences of each of thefe confpiring 
fedb to the French Revolution, and to prove that 
the Monfter called Jacobin is no other than the 
aggregate of the triple confpiracy and of the triple 
left. 


END OF THE SECOND PART. 
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